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nature, or that might tend to the corrupting of any chriſtian doctrines, were continued in the Fg 
and African churches, agreeable to ancient liberty and toleration, inaſmuch as in them were found "_ 
precepts and ſentences which led to inſtruction and improvement in moral duties; and this was 5 * 2 
order to give theſe writings any authority either to point out and eſtabliſh our faith, or to determine wh 
troverſies in doctrine, which might be eſſential to ſalvation, tle 


1 public reading of ſerious books and hiſtories, which did not contain any thing of an hereticy] 


- — 
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There has ever been a wiſe diſtinction made between canonical and apocryphal books: ſuch of the for 
mer as were authenticated in the catalogue of Ezra, who had gathered and regiſtered them ; or by St. * | 
and to which the appellation of The Books of the Old and New Teſtaments is affixed. Hence wn. ks 
name of apocryphal books we may include thoſe not within Ezra's catalogue, or St. John's reviſit. and 
authentication. They were eſteemed hidden, obſcure, their original in a great meaſure unknown, a) 0h 1 
credit and authority doubtful: in ſhort, they were never put into compariſon or credit with the can, x 
ſcriptures, whoſe truths are undeniable, certain, and moſt worthy of credit ; in which good chriſtians hure WW: : 
_ ever thought were the words of cternal life ; and which, in many lively types and figures in the Old Ten 
ment, as more clearly and expreſsly exhibited in the New, teſtificd of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed and aden 
Redeemer, and of the great and precious ſalvation | wn wrought out and accompliſhed for his chunt 


and people. 


” * | . . 0 

Theſe ſacred genuine volumes, as a learned e ſhone in the church with a diſtingui)::4 
ſublimity, brightneſs, and luſtre, and as given ation : with great reverence and regard they 
have had the univerſal conſent and approbation o levers, - through the perſuaſion, guidance, and 


illumination of the Holy Spirit, which has always evidenced their divine qualities, and the facred character 


imprinted upon them. 


But though the Apocrypha, for the reaſons above given, has been called the effect of human eloquence 
and wiſdom, rather than divine; and has been ſaid to want ſuch infallible inſpiration, and that gravity and 
ſimplicity which we meet with in the divine and ſpiritual majeſty of God's pure word ; yet its books are 
aad may be very improvingly read ; applying always, in reading them, the rule of God's holy authenticated 
ſcriptures, and retaining them in our minds as far as their matter, ſubje&s, periods, and ſentences, may be 
moved by, and are agreeable to, the facred word and oracles of God, which are received by the reformed aud 
truc church of Chritt as canonical. ; 
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The Jews never received the Apocrypha as any part of their ſacred canon; nor were its books ever read 
or expounded by the primitive chriſtians, any farther than they agreed with the ſcriptures. With reſpect to 
us Proteſtants, our Reformers followed the example of the primitive chriſtians, by ordering ſuch parts of 
them to be read in the public ſervice, as were conſiſtent with the ſacred ſcriptures, without impoling them 
upon the pcople, as books written by divine inſpiration, ſo that we are left at liberty to believe what part, 
we approve of, and reject the others. | | 

We may obſerve, upon the whole, that, in ſome margins of our old bibles, theſe books are called 
phal, as not received or allowed to be read and expounded in churches, like the authorized icriptu 
as the books of very good and judicious men ; and they intimate to us, in an hiſtorical manner bat God 
has at all times and under circumſtances of perſecution in pagan kingdoms, had a particular cx and _ 
for his good and faithful ſervants ; and has always, by his wiſe and gracious providence, gifen to the orid 
very knowing and able teachers, and alſo the means to confirm them in the hopes of a happy future ſtate 3 
and to advertiſe them of, and ſet forth thoſe calamities which God had threatened by his Prophets, and 


3 AA A? 
1EeNncy 


brought to pats for the deſtruction of his enemics, and for the trial and proof of the faith and oded 


lus chiluren. 


Fi : 
Some of the apocryphal books were written during the captivity ; others after the Jews returned rom 
Babylon ; and, very probably, ſeveral of them were compoſed after the promulgation of the goſpel. 
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Never 1: - 
4 25 Tong the writer of this book of FE. 27 Ar 1s 5 „ phat, and in many tht 7% 7 Very fat 11, Hous, vet 111 [3 ne par- le 5 
> kh ticulars he may well be ſuppoſed to delrver himſelf according to t the recerved tradition of the age in hich i. canons 
| he lrved, and the hiſtory then extant, which was very ancient ; for it rs certain be 25 before o.. 
4 ſephus, and an ancienter evidence than this we cannot have from any <eriter ftiice the feriptures. of the 
0:4 Teſtament concerning this matter. 
CCC FT TD TCO" 
IM CHATI HER | they © roaſted the paſlover with fire, as apper- nets 
| 1 Tofias canſeth a ſolemn paſſover to be r. 2 5 He | non as _— the ah . ood Bn od tl. * a 98 
— T9041 40 figint with e kin; 4 r of Eo 9 , ts 2 un, O — lt = : 3 pay 3 ' i: 1 mo 1 
8 et them before all the peo} le: and aſterv-urd 11. 8. 
ND Joſias held the * feaſt of the all: they prepared for the -mielves, and for the hrictis Or 
o er in Jerutalem unto his Lord, aud their brethren, the ſons of Aaron. 14 or the |: _ 
offered the patiover the fourteenth prieſts offered the fat until night : aud the Lon nts 
day of the firit mom; 2 Having | vites prepared for theinſelves, and the privits 35. 4 ;. 
b ſet the prieſts according to their daily courles, their brethren,.the ſons of A roh. 15 The holy 
4 being arrayed in long garments, in the temple of | ſingers alſo, the ſons of Alaph, were in their 
— Lord. 3 And he "i: ke unto the Levites, Jord. r, according to the appoumment or 12 \idl, 4 » Cen. 
e holy miniſters of Ifrael, that they mould to wit, Ataph, Zac! larius, and ik duthun, Wo was 5.15%, 
allow themielv.s unto the Lord, to {et the holy [of © the king s retinue. 16 Morcover the por 4-; 
ark of the Lord in the haute that king Solomon ters were at every gate; it was not lau 10 N 
| the ſon of David had built: 4 47/14, Ve ſhall any to go from his ordinary forvice : tor tige hinge 
no more bear the ark upon your ſhoulders : now brethren the Levites prepared tor theint. 1 
| therefore ſerve the Lord your Gos * _ miniſter j Tims were the things tant boonged to the 
4 unto his people Iſrael, and prepire you after I ſacrifices of the Lord accompliched in that day, 
= your families and kindreds 5 Ac cording as ch. at they miglit hold the patiover, 18 Ain of 
3 David the king of liracl pre del, and accord- fer ſacrifices upon the altar ot-the Lor A, accord- 
g ing to the magnihcence of Solomon his ſon: and | 1 ing to rhe commandment of ling 7 pam ins. '9 <0 
2 ſtanding | in the temple according to the ſeveral | the children of liract wich were preient held 
1 : dignity of the families of you the 1 who | the paſlover at that time, and che icalt Of iveet 
E migiſter in the preſence of your brethren the br ead ſeven days. 20 And fuch a paflove 
e children of Iſrael, 6 C Fer the patlover in þ Not kept in Iſracl ſince the Evra or the proph - 
1 8 order, and make ready the ſacrifices for your | Samuel. 21 Yea, all * kings of as el h Wh not 
f brethren, and keep the palloter according to the jj luch a paſtover as Jofias, an the Ie , and tae 
2 commandment of the Lord, which was given Le vITES, and the Jews, held with all Ira that 
d wito Moſes, 7 And unto the people that was | wer e found dwelling at Jeruſalem, 22 in tlie 
| tound there Joſ4s gave thirty thouſand lambs eighteenth year of the reign of 3 01as was this 
and kids, and three thouſand calves: theſe things | pallover kept. 
were given of the king's allowance, according as] 23 And the works of Joſias were upright! 
* * promiſed, to the people, to the prieſts, and fore his Lord with an heart full of godlincts. 
to 'N to the Levites, 8 Am Helkias, Zacharias, and J 24 As for the things that came to pais in his 
N.  Yelus |}, the gorernors of the temple, gave to] time, they were written in tar mer times, COuCE! n- 
| co, Te prietts for the paſſover two thouſan and fix | ing thoſe that ſimned, and | did wickedty aba’ os, 
n WM dre meep, and three hundred calves. 9 And the Lord above all Pos ple and kingdens, and ge. 
> . Jecon nas, and Sam: as, and Nathanael his brother, | how they grieved him | exceedingly, 10 that tlie 5 05 
12 and f A bi as, and | Ochiel, and 4 Jor am, Cap- | words of the Lord roic un againtt irach, 2a . 
ns over t! noufands, Fave to the Levites for the (cd Now after all theſe acts of Joſias it came to f x Chron, 
i +” Patlover five thoutand ſheep, and || ſeven hundred pals, that Pharaoh the king of F.gypt came tod 
* =. calves. raiſe war at Carchamis upon Eup! rates: and ne 
wt =. 1o And when theſe things were done, the went out againſt hin. 26 ut the king of Egypt 
i pbrieſts and Levites, having the unleavened bre ad, ] ſent to him, faying, What hve | to do with tt lice, 
4 mog in very comely order according to the king of j udca? 27 | am not tent out from 
U 2 kun dreds, 11 And according to the ſeveral dig- the Lord God again! the e for NY Maris upon 
ld Eu. Mties Los the father 3, before the people, to offer. Fuphratcs : and now the Lord is With in Ee, yea, 
ke; . the wa, as it 15 written in the book of Mo; the Lord is with me nafting HC my Ward : a> depart 
and n thus did they in the morning. 12 And ff from me, and be not ag: aint the Lord. 28 How. 
| — — ieee 
> of be 4 K Was ASZ \ EXPOSIT ON, AND COMM ENTARY. ) rites of their public wor ſliip. As the hearth ens aron 1d them were gullty of 
5 ths 7 er. 1. And Tigias veld the fraſt of the palſoder in Feruſa um the molt unnatural crin des, exen in their temples, ard under the nalk of re- 
Kaur jo 0 1 e, acred hiſtorian calls this prince Joſhas; and the ligion; on Ke it b-came neceſſ. ry that theſe * ps dee Cod had 
| a * Ke theſe th; _ XX11 . v7 k 2 _ 1 | logen 4 mimſe 8 . the Ne page i ea wy mould have fon ach g, 
om e pare of the Jeaith i f __ Kc.) ' tems to have made a con- in their folemr. acts Orſtüp, to diltingui them rom ot cher 0 m- n, who had 
EN. . aw, extremely regular and cxact in all t 2 debaſed the glory of the truth, al dl rendered theinſclves viler than the b nes, 
1 2 PRACTICAL 
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_ Sefore beit Joſias did not turn back his chariot from 
621. him, but undertook to fight with him, not re- 
— arding the words of the prophet Jeremy ſpoken 
y the mouth of the Lord: 29 But joined battle 

with him in the plain of Magiddo, and the princes 

came againſt king Joſias. 30 Then faid the king 

unto his ſervants, Carry me away out of the bat- 

tle; for I am very weak. And immediately his 
{ſervants took him away out of the battle. 31 

Then gat he up upon his ſecond chariot ; and 

being brought back to Jeruſalem died, and was 
buried in his father's ſepulchre. 32 And in all 
Jewry they mourned for Joſias, yea, Jeremy the 
prophet lamented for qr, and the chief men 

with the women made lamentation for him unto 

this day : and this was given out for an ordinance 

to be done continually in all the nation of Iſrael. 

33 Theſe things are written in the book of the 


ſtories of the kings of Judah, and every one of 


the acts that Joſias did, and his glory, and his 
underſtanding in the law of the Lord, and the 
things that he had done before, and the things 
6109. now recited, are reported in the book of the 
82 Kings Kings of Iſrael and Judea. 34\ * And the people 
23. 30. f 8 
2 Chron. took Joachaz the ſon of Joſias, and made him 
36.1 King inſtead of Joſias his father, when he was 
twenty and three years old. 35 And he reigned 


in Judea and in Jeruſalem three months: and 


then y of Egypt depoſed him from reign- 


ing in Jeruſalem. 36 And he ſet a tax upon the 


land of an hundred talents of filver and one 
talent of gold. 37 The king of Egypt alſo made 
king Joacim his brother king of Judea and Jerv- 
. falem. 38 And he bound Joacim and the nobles: 
but Zaraces his brother he apprehended, and 

619. brought him out of Egypt. 


or, Elia- 
tim. 


606. 


36. . 39 Five and twenty years old was Joacim 
boizkim, When he was made king in the land of oy and 


eruſalem ; and he did evil before the Lord. 40 
herefore againſt him Nabuchodonoſor the 
king of Babylon came up, and bound him with 
a chain of braſs, and carried him into Babylon. 
41 Nabuchodonoſor alſo took of the holy veſſels 
of the Lord, and carried them away, and ſet them 
in his own temple at Babylon. 42 But thoſe 
things that are recorded of him, and of his un- 
cleanneſs and impiety, are written in the chro- 

599 nicles of the kings. 43 And Joacim his fon 
reigned in his ſtead : he was made king being 
eighteen years old; 44 And reigned but three 
months and ten days in Jeruſalem; and did evil 
before the Lord. 45 So after a year Nabuchodo- 


noſor ſent and cauſed him to be brought into 


Babylon with the holy veſſels of the Lord; 46 
And made Zedechias king of Judea and Jeruſa- 
lem, when he was one and twenty years old ; 
i Jr. sz. and he reigned eleven years: 47 And he did 
e. evil alſo in the ſight of the Lord, and cared not 
for the words that were ſpoken unto him by the 
prophet Jeremy from the mouth of the Lord. 
48 And after that king Nabuchodonoſor had 
made him to ſwear by the name of the Lord, he 
forſwore himſelf, and rebelled ; and hardening his 
neck, and his heart, he 8 the laws of 
the Lord God of Iſrael. 49 The governors alſo 
of the people and of the prieſts did many things 
againſt the laws, and paſſed all the pollutions of 
all nations, and defileck the temple of the Lord, 
which was ſanctified in Jeruſalem. 50 Never- 
theleſs the God of their tathers ſent by his meſ 


—— — — 
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oth. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 


When God intends to puniſh a E for their ſins, he always begins with 
thoſe who ſet the example: thus the princes of Judah, with the greateſt part 
of the royal line, were deſtroyed before thoſe of inferior rank were involved 
m the general ruin, | 

4 


| 


ſenger to call them back, becauſe h 
and his tabernacle alſo. $51 But 
meſſengers in deriſion; and, 
Lord ſpake unto them, they made a f ort of 
his prophets: 52 So far forth, that he. bei T 
wroth with his people for their great un l 
neſs, commanded the Kings of the Chaldees * 
come up againſt them; 53 Who. flew chat 
young men with the ſword, yea, even within the 
compaſs of their holy temple, and ſpared neith o 
young man nor maid, old man nor child among 
them; for he delivered all into their hands,” 
And they took all the holy vellels of the Lord 
both great and ſmall, with the veſſels of the ark 
of God, and the king's treaſures, and carried 
them away into Babylon. 55 As for the houſe 
of the Lord, they burnt it, and brake down the 
walls ot Jeruſalem, and let fire upon her towers; 
56 And as for her glorious things, they never 
cealed till they had conſumed and brought them 
all to nought : and the people that were not ſlain 
with the {word he carried into Babylon: 
Who became ſervants to him and his childrez, 
till the Perſians reigned, to ful 


e ſpared them Before 
they had his c 


* 


hl the * w % Jer. 
the Lord ſpoken by the mouth of 3 ray 8 
Until the Jand had enjoyed her ſabbaths, e 
whole time of her deſolation ſhall ſhe || relt until! % 
the full term of ſeventy years. <7 
„„ 
The proclamation of Cyrus for buildings the temp. 
8 The eus provide for their returu, 10 60 
re/toret h the holy veſſels, OC. 
. the * firſt year of Cyrus king of the Perſians, TY 
that the word of the Lord might be accom. 
pliſhed, that he had promiſed by the mouth of i. 
Jeremy; 2 The Lord raiſed up the ſpirit ot“ 
Cyrus the king of the Perſians, and he made pro- 
clamation through all his kingdom, and alſo by 
writing, 3 Saying, Thus faith Cyrus king of 
the Pertians ; Ihe Lord of Iſrael, the moſt bioh 
Lord, hath made me king of the whole world, 
4 And commanded me to build him an houſe at 
Jeruſalem in Jewry. 5 If therefore there be 
any of you that are of his people, let the Lord, 
even his Lord, be with him, and let him go up 
to Jeruſalem that is in Judea, and build the 


houſe of the Lord of Iſrael: for he is || the Lord 
that dwelleth in Jeruſalem. 6 Whoſoever then 5 
dwell in the places about, let them help him, * 
thoſe, I ſay, that are his neighbours, with gold, — 
and with filver, 7 With gifts, with horſes, and te! 
with cattle, and other things, which have been cpilt 
ſet forth by vow, for the temple of the Lord at a 
Jeruſalem. 8 1 Then the chief of the families 8 .. 
of Judea and of the tribe of Benjamin ſtood up ; Wi = 
the priells alſo, and the Levites, and all they Wi hy 
whoſe mind the Lord had moved to go up, and = ! 
to build an houſe for the Lord at Jeruſalem, 9 * n 
And they that dwelt round about them, and .. 
helped them in all things with filver and gold., o hin 
with “ horſes and cattle, and with very many mY ti 
free gifts of a great number whoſe minds were E 4 
ſtirred up thereto. 10 King Cyrus alſo brought s . furt 
forth the holy veſſels, which abuchodonoſor had a ＋ 115 A 
carried away from Jeruſalem, and had ſet up in ON a 
his temple of idols. 11 Now when Cyrus king es 


of the Perſians had brought them forth, he dell 
vered them to Mithridates his treaſurer: 12 And 
by him they were delivered to f Sanabaſſar the 


."- 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, ax» COMMENT . 

CAT. II. Ver. 3. Thus ſaith Cyrus king of the Perſians, 0 » 
foretold the birth of Cyrus above an hundred years before it appt 
the Jews in Babylon having ſhewn him the prophecy, W 
accompliſhed in himſelf, he was thence induced to make 
tion of the divine providence and ſupremacy, © The Lord 
high Lord, hath made me king of the whole world. 
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Darius feaſt. Ill ine commended. [5 


. 


g157 her of them; A thouſand golden cups, and a 
2 thouſand of ſilver, cenſers ot ſilver twenty-nine, 
*> vials of gold thirty, and of filver* two thoufand 
four hundred and ten, and a thouſand other veſ- 
1" ſels. 14 So all the veſſels of gold and of ſilver, 
© which were carried away, were * five thouſand 
a hundred threeſcore and nine. 15 Theſe 


= four 
= BG brought back by Sanabaſſar, together with 
a-— cm of the captivity, from Babylon to Jeru- 
„. {21em. , | 
72 py © But in the time of Artaxerxes king of 
the Perſians, Belemus, and Mithridates, and Ta- 
. bellius, and + Rathumus, and Beeltethmus, and 
vmellius I the ſecretary, with others that were 
in commiſlion with them, dwelling in Samaria 
and other places, wrote unto him againſt them 
that dwelt in Judea and Jeruſalem theſe letters 
=” lowing; 17 To king Artaxerxes our lord, 
hy ſervants, Rathumus the ſtory-writer, and 
W-* Somncllius the ſcribe, and the reſt of their council, 
. and the judges that are in Celoſyria and Phenice: 
18 Be it now known to the lord the king, that 


_—_@71 come into Jeruſalem, that rebellious and wicke 
| city, do build the market-places, and repair the 
walls of it, and do lay the foundation of the 
temple. 19 Now if this city and the walls there- 
Z of be made up again, they will not only rue to 
4 give tribute, but allo rebel againſt kings. 20 
Aud foralnuch as the things pertaining to the 
—_ :mpl: are now in hand, we think it meet not 
| to neglect ſuch a matter, 21 But to ſpeak unto 
our lord the King, to the intent that, if it be thy 
pleaſure, it may be fought out in the books of 
thy fathers: 22 And thou ſhalt ind in the 
chronicles what is written concerning theſe 
things, and ſhalt underſtand that that city wat 
rebellious, troubling both Kings and cities: 23 
And that the Jews were rebellious, and raile:| 
always wars therein; for the which cauſe even 
this city was made deſolate. 24 Wherefore now 
we do declare unto thee, O lord the king, that 
if this city be built again, and the walls thereof 
ſet up anew, thou ſhalt from henceforth have no 
paſſage into Celoſyria and Phenice. 

:5 Then the king wrote back again to Rathu- 
mus the ſtory- writer, to Beeltethmus, to Semel- 
ius the ſcribe, and to the reſt that were in com- 
miſſion, and dwellers in Samaria and Syria and 
Phenice, after this manner; 26 J have read the 
cpiltle which ye have ſent unto me: therefore ] 
commanded to make diligent ſearch, and it hath 
been found that that city was from the begin- 
ling practiſing againſt kings; 27 And the men 
tierem were given to rebellion and war : and 
thit mighty kings and fierce were in Jeruſalem, 
ho reigned and exacted tributes in Celoſyria and 
Phenice. 28 Now therefore J have commanded 
to hinder thoſe men from building the city, and 
heed to be taken that there be no more done in 
u; 29 And that thoſe wicked workers procecd 
0 further to the annoyance of kings. 30 Then 

nz Artaxerxes his letters being read, Rathu- 
mus, and Semellias the ſcribe, and the reſt that 
here in commiſſion with them, removing in haſte 
ward Jerutalem with a troop of horſemen and 


wore governor of Judea. 13 And this was the.num- | 


ſhall overcome, and whole fentence ſhall ſeem 


” * | 
the Jews that are come up from you to us, bein [ 


a | multitude of people in battle array, began to Before 
hinder the builders ; and the building of the tem- Sils! 
ple in Jeruſalem ceaſed until the ſecond vor of = 
the retgn of Darius king of the Pertians, * great . 


great 
CHAPTER III. dior 
Darius maketh a great feaſt. 4 Three won nen off 
is guard contend in wiſe ſpeeches, C. 

OW when Darius reigned, he made a orcat 
LN feaſt unto all his ſubjects, and unto all his 
houſhold, and unto all the princes of Media and 
Perſia, 2 And to all the governors and captains 
and lientenants that were under him, from India 
unto Ethiopia, of an hundred twenty and ſeven 
provinces. 3 And when they had caten and 


r* 


drunken, and being ſatisfied 


n, | d Were gone: home, 
then Darius the king went ink is bed-chamber, 


and ſlept, and ſoon after awaked. 4 T Then 
three young men, that were of the guard that 
* 2 * 5 
kept the king's body, ſpake one to another ; 5 
Let every one of us ſpeak a ſentence: he that 
wiſer than the others, unto him ſhall che kino 
. . . * 3 * . . 5 
Darius give great gifts, and 91 eat things in token 
of victory: 6 As, to be clothed in purple, to 
drink in gold, and to ſleep upon gold, an ! + cha- 
riot with bridles of gold, and an head-tire of fn 
linen, and a chain about his nech: 7 
ſhall fit next to Darius becauſe of his witten 


194. 


% 
* * 
And he 


\- 


U 
— 


8 And 


Tul 4 
10 Thetfirit wrote, 
11 The ſecond wrote, 


, they 

m unto 

14 And ſending 
forth he called all the princes of Perſia and Me. 
dia, and the governors, and the captains, and the 
lieutenants, and the chief officers; 15 And fat 
him down in the || royal ſeat of judgment; andy or 
the writings were read before them. 16 And. 
he ſaid, Call the young men, and they ſhall de- 
clare their own ſentences. So they were called 

and came in. 17 And he ſaid unto them, De. 
clare unto us your mind concerning the writinos; 
Then began the firſt, who had fpoken of the 
ſtrength of wine; 18 J And he ſaid thus, O ve 
men, how exceeding ſtrong is wine! it cauſctli 

all men to err that drink it: 19 It maketh the 
mind of the king and of the fatherleis child to 

be all one; of the bond- man and of the frec-man, 

of the poor man and of the rich: 20 ft turneth 
allo every thought into jollity and mirth, ſo that 

a man remembereth neither forrow nor debt: 

21 And it maketh every heart rich, ſo that a man 
remembereth neither king nor governor; and it 
maketh to ſpeak all things by || talents: 22 Andi or, 
when they are m their cups, they forget their! 
love both to friends and brethren, and a little 


e 4 The ftory-writer, Kc.] This perſon, called © Rathumus the 
* 


as hiſtoriographer to the king of Perſia, and was obliged, by 
4 us office, to write down, or cauſe to be written, in fair cha- 
= Kount of every material circumſtance relating to the imperial 


4 


*RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 


2 from hence, that the beſt deſigns will meet with oppoſition 
ng? by which it is evident, that we are not to expect unin- 
* Pets in this diſordered world, that bleſſing being reſerved for 
kj, Kernity, 


—_—_— 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, 2x D COMMEN 

Cnay. III. Ver. 10. The firſt wrote, Wine is the flronge}.] Joſephus 
tells us, that the queſtions recorded in this and the two following verſes 
were propoſed by Darius himſelf to three of his body-guards, prqmiſing at 
the ſame time a reward to him who ſhould make the wiſeſt and track anſwer 

Ver. 14. He called all the princes, &c.] Namely, the great offers of 
ſtare, who had apartments near the palace, that they might be ready on all 
occaſions to aſſiſt the king with their advice; for ſuch is the force of natural 
rights, that though the eaſtern monarchs were then, as in the preſent age 
abſolute ſovereigns, yet nothing could paſs into a law, till it had received the 
ſanction of the p1incipal men in Perſia. | 

2 | 


TARY. 


PRACTICAL, 


6] Speech in praiſe of a king, and women. 


L ESDRAS.-: 


(AP OCR IPHA4 F zl 


— —— 


Before after draw out (words: 23 But when they are 

Sar from the wine, they remember not what they 

== have done. 24 O ye men, is not wine the ſtrong- 

elt, that enforceth to do thus? And when he 
had ſo ſpoken, he held his peace. | PIE 


CHAPTER VV. 


1 The ſecond declareth the might of a king. 13 The 
third, who is Zorobabel, declareth the power of ww0- 
men, 33 and of truth, Oc. | 
HEN the ſecond, that had ſpoken of the 
ſtrength of the king, began to lay, 2 O ye 
men, do not men excel in {trength, that || bear 
rule over ſea and land, and all things in t em? 
3 But yet the king is more mighty: for he is lord 
of alt theſe things, and hath dominion over them; 
and whatſoever he commandeth them they do. 
4 If he bid them make war the one againſt the 
other, they do it: if he ſend them out againſt 
the enemies, they go, and break down moun- 
tains, walls, and towers. 5 "They lay and are 
llain, and tranſgrels not the king's command- 
ment: if they get the victory, * bring all to 
the king, as well the ſpoil, as all things elſe. 6 
Likewile for thoſe that are no ſoldiers, and have 
not to do with wars, but uſe huſbandry, when 
they have reaped again that which they had 
ſown, they bring it to the king, and compel 
one another to pay tribute unto the king. 7 And 
et he is but one man: it he command to kill, 
they kill; if he command to ſpare, they ſpare ; 
8 If he command to ſmite, they ſmite; if he 
command to make defolate, they make delolate ; 
if he command to build, they build; 9 If he 
command to cut down, they cut down; it he com- 
mand to plant, they plant. 10 So all his people 
and his armies obey him : furthermore he lieth 
down, he eateth and drinketh, and taketh his reſt: 
11 And theſe keep watch round about him, neither 
may || any one depart, and do his own buſineſs, 
neither diſobey they him in any thing. 12 Oye 
men, how ſhould not the king be mighitieſt, when 
in ſuch ſort he is obeyed? And he held his tongue. 
13 Then the third, who had ſpoken of wo- 
men, and of the truth (this was Zorobabel), be- 
an to ſpeak. 14 O ye men, it is not the great 
Li: nor the multitude of men, neither 1s it 
wine, that f excelleth ; who is it then that ruleth 
them, or hath the lordſhip over them ? are they 
not women? 15 Women have borne the kin 
and all the people that bare rule by ſea and land. 
16 Even of them came they: and they nouriſh- 
ed them up that planted the vineyards, from 
whence the wine cometh. 17 Lhele allo make 
garments for men; theſe bring glory unto men; 
and without women cannot men be. 16 Yea, 
and if men have gathered together gold and fil- 
ver, or any other goodly thing, do they not love 


| Or, 
have the 
command, 


{ Or, 


can, 


4 Heb. 
i: of force. 


4 woman which is comely in favour and beauty ?. 


19 And letting all thoſe things go, do they not 
gape, and even with open mouth tix their eyes 
fait on her; and have not all men more deſire 
unto her than unto ſilver or gold, or any goodly 
thing whatſoever? 20 A man leaveth his own 
father that brought him up, and his own coun- 
try, and cleaveth unto his wife. 21 He ſticketh 
not to ſpend his life with his wife, and remem- 
bereth neither father, nor mother, nor country. 
22 By this alſo ye muſt know that women have 


„ Cen. 2. 
24. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. III. 


If thoſe three men were fo aſſiduous in ſtudying moral philoſophy, in order 
to acquire riches and honours ; how much more eagerly ſhould we labour to 
acquire divine wiſdom, that we may obtain the riches aud honours God has 


to beſtow! ' | 
PARAPHR ASE, EXPOSITION, and COMMENTARY. 


” Cuar. IV. Ver. 13. Zorobabel began to ſpeak.) Joſephus has done great 
juſtice to Zorobabel's arguments by the following paraphraſe : “ have 


1 


dominion over you: do ye not . 
and give and bring all to Lhe * # wag ons Before 
a man taketh his ſword, and goeth his wa * 1 N. 
and to ſteal, to ſail upon the ſea and e! 2 
24 And looketh upon a lion, and gocth 28 
darkneſs ; and when he hath ſtolen ſpoil d. the 
robbed, he bringeth it to his love. 25 Wh wg 
fore a man loveth hs wife better than ene 
mother. 26 Yea, many there be that have | ins 
out of their wits for women, and become fer ben tm 
tor their ſakes. 27 Many allo have periſheq b al 
erred, and ſinned, for women, 28 And wow a 
ye not believe me? is not the king great in | » 
power? do not all regions fear to touch hit 1? 
29 Yet did I lee him and Apame the kino”s — i 
cubine, the daughter of the admirable || Bartacus b 
ſitting at the right-hand of the king, 30 * TN 
taking the crown from the king's head, find 3 4 
ting it upon her own head; ſhe alſo truck the 5 4 
31 And yet | for alj: o. 


king with her left-hand. 
this the king Paten and gazed upon her wit), 
ſhe v er. upon him, he laugh. 


4 
01 of 
4 
{ 4 


open mouth: 1 
ed alſo : but if ſhe took any diſpleaſure at him, 
N 9 


the king was fain to flatter, that ſhe mioht 
reconciled to him again. 32 O ye men, how 
, ” can 
it be but women ſhould be ſtrong, ſeeing the 
do thus? | * 
33 Then the king and the princes looked 
one upon another: ſo he began to ſpeak of the 
truth. 34 O ye men, are not women [trong ? 
great is the earth, high is the heaven, {itt is 
the ſun in his courſe, for he compaſſeth the 
heavens round about, and fercheth his courſ 
again to his own place in one day. 35 Is he not 
Jreat that maketh theſe things? therefore great 
is the truth, and ſtronger than all things. 26 
All the earth || calleth upon the truth, and the 4 
heaven bleſſeth it: all works ſhake and tremhle* 4 
at it, and with it is no unrighteous thing. 3- 
Wine is wicked, the king is wicked, women arc © 
wicked, all the children of men are wicked, and 
ſuch are all their wicked works; and there is no 
truth in them; in their unrighteouſnels allo 
they ſhall periſh. 38 As for the truth, it endur 
eth, and is always ſtrong; it liveth and conquer 
eth for evermore. 39 With her there is no ac- 
cepting of perſons or rewards ; but ſhe docth the 
things that are juſt, and refraineth from all un- 
juſt and wicked things; and all men do well like 
of her works. 40 Neither in her judgment is 
any unrightèeouſneſs; and ſhe is the ſtrength, 
kingdom, power, and majcſty, of all ages. Blel- 
ſed be the God of truth]! 4r And with that he 
held his peace. Anall the people then ſhouted, 
and ſaid, Great is 'I'ruth, and mighty above all 
things. 42 Then ſaid the king unto him, Aſk 
what thou wilt more than is appointed in the 
writing, and we will give it thee, becauſe thou 
art found wiſeſt ; and thou ſhalt fit next me, and 
ſhalt be called my couſin. 43 Then faid he unto 
the king, Remember thy vow, which thou haſt 
vowed to build Jeruſalem, in the day when thou 
cameſt to thy kingdom, 44 And to lend away 2 
all the veſſels that were taken away out of Je. 3s 
ruſalem, which Cyrus ſet apart, when he vow cd 
to deſtroy Babylon, and to lend them again WH 
thither. 45 'Thou allo haſt vowed to build up yk 
the temple, * which the Edomites burned when þ 
Judea was made deſolate by the Chaldees. 40 al 
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already ſhewn the great power of women, yet both they and , on 2 
weak when oppoſed to truth: the earth is large, the heavens bY to 
ſwift in his courſe; yet all theſe are moved by the will of the. _ 
is truth and righteoufheſs itſelf, and againſt whom no iniquity Cann 
Many things that ſeem ſtrong and powerful, are not pr” 
ſubject to deca but truth is eternal, and flouriſhes for ever. | ro 
upon us things not able to be corrupted by time; riches t)! W 
not take away: juſtice and equity are th 


# gifts of truth; by wc hl 
. . 1 ” 3 

good from evil, and direct our way by n it Frecepts. 1 
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E H A P. IV. V. Names and number of Jews rehwned [7 


—— 


A ww And now, O lord the king, this is that which I 

Laer require, and which I deſire of thee, and this is the 

L princely liberality proceeding trom thyſelf: I de- 
fire therefore that thou make good the vow, the 
performance whereot with thine own mouth 
thou halt vowed to the King of heaven. 

47 Then Darius the king ſtood up, and kiſſed 
him, and wrote letters for him unto all the trea- 
ſurers and lieutenants and captains and governors, 
that they ſhould ſafely convey on their way both 
him, and all thoſe that go up with him to build 

eruſalem. 48 He wrote letters alſo unto the 
— that were in Celoſyria and Phenice, 
and unto them in Libanus, that they ſhould bring 
cedar- wood from Libanus unto jeruſalem, and 
that they ſhould build the city with him. 49 
Moreover he wrote for all the Jews that went 
out of his realm up into Jewry, concerning their 
freedom, that no officer, no ruler, no lieutenant, 
; nor || treaſurer, ſhould forcibly enter into their 
doors; 40 And that all the country which they 
hold ſhould be tree without tribute; and that the 
Edomites ſhould give over the villages of the 
eus which then they held: 51 Yea, that there 
(ould be yearly given twenty talents to the build- 
ing of the temple, until the time that it were 
built; 
muntain the burut offerinꝑs upon the altar every 
* day, as they had a commandment to offer ſeven- 
teen: 53 And that all they that went from Ba- 
bylon to build the city ſhould have tree liberty, 
as well they as their poſterity, and all the prieſts 
that went away. 54 He wrote alſo concerning 
the charges, and the prieſts' veſtments wherein 
they miniſter; 55 And likewiſe for the charges 
of the Levites, to be given them until the day 
that the houſe were finiſhed, and Jeruſalem build- 
ed up. 56 And he commanded to give to all that 
kept the city || penſions and wages. 57 He ſent 
way alſo all the veſſels from Babylon, that Cyrus 
5 had ſet apart; and all that Cyrus had given in 
commandment, the fame charged he alto to be 

: done, and ſent unto Jeruſalem, 
Nos when this || young, man was gone 

: 


LY 


1. 


* 


ch, te lifted up his face to heaven toward Je- 
RN ralalem, and praiſed the King of heaven, 59 

And faid, From thee cometh victory, from thee 
cometh wiſdom, and thine is the glory, and I] am 
thy ſervant. 60 Bleſſed art thou, who haſt given 
me wiidom : for to thee I give thanks, O Lord 
of our fathers. ' 61 And ſo he took the letters, 
ad went out, and came unto Babylon, and told 
tall his brethren, 62 And they praiſed the God 
of their tathers, becauſe he had given them free- 
dom and liberty. 63 Lo go up and to build Je. 
Tal-n, and the temple which is called by his 
ame: and they feaſted with inſtruments of mu- 
hex and gladneſs ſeven days. 


CHAPI EK: TV; 


4 The retur: of the Fews. 4 The names and number 
if 1223 that returned. 47 The altar ſet up, ſacri- 
fees renewed, . 
\ TER + this were the principal men of the 
tamilies choſen according to their tribes, to 
20 up with their wives and ſons and daughters, 
ul their men-{ervants and maid-fervants, and 
Ger cattle, 2 And Darius ſent with them a 
thoutand horſemen, till they had brought them 
wack to Jeruſalem ſafely, and with muſical [in- 
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truments!, tabrets and flutes. 3 And all their 
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bt +>, 

* 4 2 Fa 
bw tag 2 uſe of wiſdom conſiſts 
1 „ an 


Paton. 
Nupted 


; in promoting the welfare of 
eſpecially the afflicted part of it. This third ſpeaker, 


> wick = 1 = rational faculties, procured liberty for his coun- 
Hp re Jun e m — . * * 
Wlerred on nim ore to his honour than the greateſt dignities that 


52 And other ten talents yearly, to. 


brethren played, and he made them to go toge- Before 
1 : ; »CHKIST 
ther with them. 4 And theſe are the names of *.., 


the men which went up, according to their fa-—— 


milies among their tribes, after their ſeveral 


heads. 5 The prieſts, the ſons of Phinees the 
lon of Aaron: Jeſus the ton of oſedec, the fon _ 
of Saraias, and || ]oacim the ſon of Zorobabel, | F-achim 
the ſon of Salathiel of the houſe of David, out of 5" 7" 
the kindred of Phares, of the tribe of Judah ; 6 This place 
Who ſpake wiſe ſentences before Darius the (jo... © 
king of Perſia in the ſecond year of his reign, in vim was 
the month Niſan, which is the firſt month. 7 Jed 
And thele are they of Jewry that came up from diele. 
the captivity, where they dwelt as ſtrangers, 7, 
whom Nabuchodonoſor the king of Babylon had *% who | 
carried away unto Babylon. 8 And they re- uibe of 
turned unto Jeruſalem, and to the other parts J*3 
of Jewry, every man to his own city, who came 4.4. 
with Zorobabel, with Jeſus, Nehemias, and“ Zu- d Sa. 
charias, and Reelaias, Enenius, Mardocheus, Ms; 
Beelfarus, © Aſpharaſus, Reelius, Roimus, and 4 Or, 
Baana, their guides. —— 
9 The number of them of the nation, and Kanz. 3. 
their governors, ſons of © Phoros, two thouſand ruth, dug 
an hundred ſeventy and two; the ſons of * Sa- bien 


: ry 1 K . 
phat, * four hundred ſeventy and two: 10 The e 
lons of Ares, ſeven hundred fifty and f:x: 1e 


of the par» 
ticulars 


Ihe ſons of Phaath Moab, two thouſand eight 
hundred and twelve: 12 The tons of Elam, a flowing: 
0 2 . . tor hete 
thouſand two hundred fifty and four: the ſons they vary 
of Zathui, nine hundred forty and five: the hene 
{ons of Corbe, {even hundred and five: the ſons much 
f . i. fix 1 dred for 0 eig F „ 
of Bani, fix hundred forty and eight: 13 The Pye, 
ſons of Bebai, fix hundred twenty and three : %%. 
the ſons of * Sadas, three thouſand two hundred % 
twenty and tWo: 14 [he ſons of Adonikam, 4 /-- 
ſix hundred ſixty and ſeven : the fons of Bagoi, 17. 
two thouſand ſixty and fix: the tons of Ain, -Zocrbal 
four hundred fifty and four: _” 


15 The ſons of} 6;;;. 
Aterezias”, ninety and two: the ſons of Ceilan u Aw- 


0 . .bcz.ekiab. 
and Azetas, threcſcore and feven : the ſons of 6, 
Azuran, four hundred thirty and two: 16 The tb 005 of 
— . ; . Anaria an 
ſons of f Ananias, an hundred and one: the {ons hundred, 
of Arom, thirty-two : and the ſons of Baſſa, u enn 
three hundred twenty and three: the ſons of the bas 
Azephurith, an hundred and two: 17 The ſons t 
of Meterus, three thouſand and five: the {ons hundred 
of » Bethlomon, an hundred twenty and three : ny an4 
18 They of Netophah, fifty and five: they of Ana- u 5-47. 
thoth, an hundred fifty and eight: they of Beth- 2 
ſamos, forty and two: 19 They of Kiriathia- y 4 — 
rius, twenty and five: they of Caphira and Be- Z. 
roth, ſeven hundred forty and tarce: they of 141i 
. . A . =p "WE". T r Rama, 
Pira, ſeven hundred: 20 They of Chadias and ; 04. 
Ammidoi, four hundred tucuty »nd two: they r. 
. 2 7 1 u Bethel. 
of Cirama and * Gaddes, fix hundred twenty  a1.g44:. 
and one: 21 They of Macalon, an hundred 2 
twenty and two: they of * Betolius, fifty and : Saas. 
two: the ſons of Nephis, an hundred fifty and z. 
* * ar, 
ſix: 22 The ſons of Calamolalus and Onus, e PA. 
leven hundred twenty and five: the ions of fe- © «rm 
. - e Or, /wo 
rechus, two hundred forty and five: 23 Ihe udn 
ons of * Annaas, three thouſand three hundred % ee. 


and thirty. 
to ſome 


24 The prieſts: the ſons of * Jeddu, the ſon dn 
of Jeſus, among the ions of Sanaſib, nine hundred f Thi it 
ſeventy and two: the ſons of Meruth, a thou- f 
- 1 . 1 40. 
land fifty and two: 25 Ihe ſons of Phaſſaron, % o 
a thouſand forty and ſeven: the ſons of Carme, c. 
a © thouſand and ſeventcen. 26 "The Levites ; ni, f 


the ſons of * Jeſlue, and Cadmiel, and Banuas, and . 


according 


mt... A 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axv COMMENTARY. 
CMA. V. Ver. 1. The principal men of the ons cheſen, & c.] We 


have, in the beginning of this chapter, the number and names of the Jews 
who returned trom the Babyloniſh captivity ; but the catalogue differs in 


many places from that given us by Ezra and Nehemiah, in the canonical 


Ver. 38, 


* 


E SDR A8. 


8] Names and number of Fews returned. I. 


e Sudias, ſeventy and four. 27 The holy ſingers: 


536. the ſons of Aſaph, an hundred twenty and eight. 
beige 28 The porters: the ſons of ® Salum, the ſons of 
h Ar. Jatal", the ſons of Lalmon, the ſohs of Dacobi, 
k Hair, the ſons of * Teta, the ſons of Sami, in all an 
oba. hundred thirty and nine. 29 The ſervants of 
m2Zich. the temple : the ſons of Elau, the ſons of“ Aft- 
a L. pha, the ſons of 'Tabaoth, the ſons of * Ceras, 
p Ha. the ſons of * Sud, the ſons of * Phaleas, the ſons of 


0 Keros, 


adn. : a — 85 a 
ry Labana, the {ons of * Graba, 30 The ſons of 
2 Acua *, the ſons of Uta, the ſons of * Cetab, the 


v Slaula,, ſons of Agaba, the ſons of Subai, the ſons of 
x Ci. Anan, the ſons of * Cathua, the ſons of Geddur, 


22. 31 The ſons of Airus, the ſons of * Daiſan, the 
a Rexix. ſons of Noeba, the ſons of Chaſeba, the ſons 
c Gazam, Of © Gazera, the ſons of Azia, the ſons of © Phi- 
2 422; nees, the ſons of Azara, the ſons of Baſtai, the 
f gui. ſons of: Aſana, the ſons of Meani, the ſons of 

A, Naphiſi , the ſons of * Acub, the ſons of Acipha, 


i Nepbujin. the ſons of Aſſur, the ſons of Pharacim, the 
e (ons of  Baſaloth, 32 Ihe ſons of Meeda, the 


1 Hacupa, ® ; 
m Harbzr. {ons of Coutha, the ſons of » Charea, the ſons 


» of * Charcus, the ſons of ' Aſerer, the ſons of 
v lla. ']'homoi *, the ſons of * Naſith, the ſons of Atipha. 
q Barc6s, % » * F 8 9 e&VN 

I Ste. 33 The ſons of the ſervants of Solomon: the 
s [oamai. 


Cd ſons of Azaphion, the ſons of Pharira, the ſons 
„Segler Of“ Jeeli, the ſons of * Lozon, the ſons of * I{dael, 
x Pr«da. the ſons of * Sapheth, 34 The ſons of © Hagai, 


Vat. the ſons of * Phacareth, the ſons of Sabi, the ſons 
a 6444. of Sarothie, the ſons of Maſias, the ſons of Gar, 
tab, the ſons of Addus, the ſons of Suba, the ſons of 
{ a1  Apherra, the ſons of Barodis, the ſons of Sabat, 
rev. the ſons of Allom. 35 All the miniſters of the 
Haz temple, and the ſons of the ſeryants of Solomon, 
Ezra 2.57. Were three hundred ſeventy and two. 
36 Theſe came up from Thermeleth, and 
'Thelerlas, Charaathalar leading them, and Aalar; 
37 Neither could they ſhew their families, nor 
their ſtock, how they were of Iſrael: the ſons 
e D125. of Ladan, the fon of * Ban, the ſons of! Neco- 
Feld. dan, fix hundred fifty and two. 38 And of the 
- pricits that uſurped the office of the prieſthood, 
k 77:4j44. and were not found: the ſons of "Obdia, the 
i Co. {ons of Accoz, the ſons of * Addus, who mar- 
kBparzelai, . . . 
ried Augia one of the daughters of Berzelus, and 
was named after his name. 39 And when the 
deſcription of the kindred of theſe men was 
ſought in the regiſter, and was not found, they 
were removed trom executing the office of the 
prieſthood: 40 For unto them ſaid || Nehemias 
and Atharias, that they thould not be partakers of 
the holy things, till there aroſe up an high-prieſt 
41 So of I. 
rael, trom them of twelve years old and upward, 
+ Heb. they were all in number forty || thouſand, beſide 
Tm, Men-lervants and women-{ervants two thoufand 
j Or, forty three hundred and ſixty. 42 Their ' men-ler- 
went Vants and handmaids were ſeven thouſand three 
rec han hundred forty and ſeven: the ſinging men and ſing- 
ing women, two hundred forty and five: 43 
Four ® hundred thirty and five camels, ſeven 
thouſand thirty and fix horles, two hundred forty 
and five mules, five thouſand five hundred twenty 
and five || beaſts uſed to the yoke, 44 And cer- 
tain of the chief of their families, when they 
came to the temple of God that is in Jeruſalem, 
vowed to fet up the houſe again in his own 
place according, to their ability, 45 And to give 


1 Or, of into the holy treaſury of the works a || thouland 
toads pounds of gold, five thouſand of filver, and an 


}} Ne bes 
mias, who 
alſo is 
Altharias: 
two of one: l x 
Ezra 2. 63. Clothed with + doctrine and truth. 
Neh. 8. 9. 
& 10. 1. 
+ Heb. 


m Fzra 2. 
67. 


| afer, 


thouſand | 
pounds,and hundred prieſtly veſtments. 46 And ſo dwelt 
ea. the prieſts and the Levites and the people in Je- 


: "F 

Ver. 38, 39. Of the prie/ts, &e.] Though there was much confuſion in 

- the family genealogies, after the Jews returned from the Babyloniſh capti- 

vity 3 it nevertheleſs appears, from what is here written, that ſome ſort of 
records had been preſerved, 


a 


2 


WD, 

: : ([APOCR] PH A. 
ruſalem, and in the country, the ſingers a1c;, and „ 
the porters; and all Iſrael in their villagcs. — © 

47 J But when the ſeventh month was at han. 848. 
and when the children of Iſrael were every ie . 


in his own place, they came all together with one 
conſent into the open place of the fist“ e 
which is toward the ealt. 48 Then 128 Prong 
Jeſus the fon of Joſedec, and his brethren MO 
rieſts, and Zorobabel the ſon of Sal e 
IE brethren, and made ready the 
God of lirael, 49 To offer burnt-facrifices upon 
it, according as it is expreſsly commanded in the 
book of Moſes the man of God. 30 And there 
were gathered unto them out of the other = 
tions of the land, and they erected the altar upon 
his own place, becauſe all the nations of the land 
were at enmity with them, and opprefled them : 
and they offered facrifices according to the time. It 
and burnt-oltcrings to the Lord both mornin =: 
and evening. 51 Alſo they held the featt of +. 
bernacles, as it is F commanded in the law and [exit 
0 ered ſacrifices daily, as was meet: 32 And * 
after that, the || continual oblations, and the (+. 
crifice of the ſabbaths, and of the new Moons. 
and of all holy feaſts. 53 And all they that d 
made f any vow to God began to ofter lacritices* c: 
to Godl from the firſt Gy of the ſeventh mon! | 
although the temple of the Lord was not ver 
built. 54 And they gave unto the maſons 4nd 
carpenters money, meat, and drink, with cheartul 
nels. 55 Unto them of Zidon and alſo 'I'vre they 
gave carrs, that they ſhould bring ccUrtrecs 
from Libanus, which ſhould be brouglit by flo: 
to the haven of Joppe, according as it was con 
manded them by Cyrus king of the Pertans. 
56 And in the fecond year and fecond nom! 
after his coming to the temple of God at Jery- 
lalem began Zorobabel the fon of Salathicl, and 
Jeſus the fon of Jotedec, and their brethren, and 
the prieſts, and the Levites, and all they that 
were come unto jeruſalem out of the captivity : 
57 And f they laid the foundation of the houſe © Full | 
of God in the firſt day of the ſecond month, in? 
the ſecond year after they were come to ſewry 
and Jeruialem. 58 And they appointed the nf 
Levites from twenty years old over the works“ 
of the Lord. Then ſtood up Jeſus, and lus ſons 
and brethren, and Cadmiel his brother, and the 
{ons of Madiabun, with the fons of ]oca the fon 
of Eliadun, with their ſons and brethren, all 
Levites, with one accord || ſetters ftorwar.l of the ! 0% 


altar of the 


8 AF + 


1 
1 
3 


buſineſs, labouring to advance the works in ue 
houſe of God. So the workmen built the tem- 0 
ple of the Lord. 59 And the prigtis ſtoëd ar- , | 
rayed in their veſtments with mutical inſtruments 14 | 
and trumpets ; and the Levites the ſons of Aſaph | 
had cymbals, 60 Singing {or 2s of thankigiing, 
and praiſing the Lord, || according as David the | % 
king of lrael had ordained. 61 And they fung .... { 
with loud voices ſongs to the praiſe of the Lord. U, . 
becauſe his mercy and glory is for ever in all . 
Iſrael. 62 And all the people ſounded trumpets, 
and ſhonted with-a loud voice, ſinging ſongs ot 
thankſgiving unto the Lord for the rearing up . . 
of the houſe of the Lord. 63 * Allo of the 16. 4 : 
prieſts and Levites, and of the chief of their tar A 
milies, the ancients who had leen the torme! : 
houſe came to the building of this with weep1Ps z 
and great crying. 64 Hut many with 2 8 
and joy ſhouted with loud voice, 65 12 1 1 
that the trumpets might not be 3 Rs 
weeping of the people: yet the multitude 10un PR 
0 — . ey wht 
i : atrly 2 SED te 
Ver. 63. The prieſts and Levites .] Theſe mull xc ee an 
ed in years; but this is not much to be wondered at, 8 PARAp 
what an abſtemious manner the people lived in thole ume. Crap, V 
PRACTI No. I 


— 
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—— 
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. Fuvomrable decree of Cyrus. [9 


Sine ed marvellouſly, ſo that it was heard afar off. 
sr 66 Je Wherefore when the enemies of the tribe 
ot Judah and Benjamin heard it, they came to 
+ know what that note of trumpets ſhould mean. 
67 And they perceived that they that were of 
the captivity did build the temple unto the Lord 
God of Iſrael. 65 So they went to Zorobabel 
and Jelns, and to the chiet of the families, and 
{1id unto them, We will build together with you. 
69 For we likewiſe, as ye, do obey your Lord, 
lid do facrihce unto him from the days of || Az- 
-* bazareth the king of the Allyrians, who brought 
us hitner. 70 I hen Zorobabel and Jeſus and 
tie chief of tlic families of Iſrael ſaid unto them, 
It is not tor us and you to build together an 
houte unto the Lord our God. 71 We ourſelves 
alone will build unto the Lord of Iſrael, accord- 
ing as || Cyrus the king of the Perſians hath com- 
manded us. 72 But the heathen of the land 
lying heavy upon the inhabitants of Judea, aud 
holding them {trait, hindered their building; 
73 And by their ſecret plots, and popular perſua- | 
lions and co:mmotions, they hindered the finiſhing ' 
of the building all the time that king Cyrus lived: 
fo they were hindered from e the ſpace 
of two years, | until the reign of Darius. 
0 CHAPTER VI. 
=+5 1 The prophets flir up the people to build the temple, 
ir neighbours in vain interpoſing. 7 The copy of 
the Iotter fert to Dariunts CONCEFning i, Oe. 
jim 4, N Wein the ſecond year of the reign of 
IV - Darius, Aggeus and Zacharias, the fon of 
+ Addo ||, the prophets, propheſied unto the 1 
in ſewry and Jeruſalem in the name of the Lord 
', God of lirael, | which was upon them. 2 Then 
e {lood up Zorobabel the fon of Salathie!l, and 
jueſus the lon of Joledec, and began to build the 
houſe of the Lord at Jerutalem, the prophets of 
the Lord being with them, aud helping them. 
enz, 3» At the lame time came unto them || Siſin- 
„ nes the governor of Syria and Phenice, with 
© Sathrabuzanes | and his companions, and faid 
unto thein, 4 By whoſe appointment do ye 
build this houſe and this roof, and perform all 
the other things? and who are the workmen 
that perform theſe things? 55 Neverthelels the 
elders of the Jews obtained tavour, becauſe the 
Lord had viſited the captivity; 6 And they were 
not Hindered from building, until ſuch time as 
Lonihcation was given unto Darius concerning 
them, and an an{wer received. | 
7 {| The copy of the letters which Siſinnes, 
governor of Syria and Phenice, and Sathrabuza- 
ns, with their companions, rulers in Syria and 
| henice, wrote and ſent umo Darius. To king 
Darius, greeting: 8 Let all things be known 
unto our lord the king, that being come into 
the country of Judea, and entered into the city 
of Jeruſalem, ve found in the city of [erufalem 
the ancients of the Jews that were of the cap- 
tivity 9 Building an houſe unto the Lord, great 
«4 new, of hewn and coſtly ſtones, and the tim- 
ber already laid upon the walls. 10 And thoſe 
works are done with great ſpeed, and the work 
gocth on profperonvfly in their hands, and with 
all olory and diligence is it made. 11 Then 
alked we theſe elders, ſaying, By whoſe com- 
mandment build ye this houſe, and lay the foun— 
Gations of thele works? 12 "Therefore to the 
ment tat we might give knowledge unto thee 


| 


4 
' * q* 


+ 


119, 


8 


c 


by writing, we demanded of them. who were Before 
the chief doers, and we required of them the e 


names in writing of their principal men. 13 Sv 
they gave us this anſwer, We arc the {crvants 
of the Lord which made hcaven and earth. 14 
And as f for this houſe, it was builded many + Sieg; 
years ago by a king of Iſrael great and ſtrong, “.. 
and was finiſhed, 15 But when our fathers pro- 
voked God unto wrath, and finncd againſt the 
Lord of Iſrael which is in heaven, he f gave them 
over into the power of Nabuchodonoſor king 
ot Babylon, of the Chaldees; 16 \Who pulled 
down the houſe, and burned it, and carried away 
the people captives unto Babylon. 17 But in 
the firſt year that king Cyrus reigned over the 
country of Babylon, Cyrus the king wrote to 
build up this houſe, 18 And the holy veſlels of 
gold and or ſilver, that Nabuchodonoſor had 
carried away out of the houle at Jeruſalem, and 
had fet them in his own temple, thoſe Cyrus the 
king brought forth again out of the templc at 
Babylon, aud they were delivered to || Zorobalet þ of, 
and to Sanabaſſarus the ruler, 19 Witl com: © 
mandment that he ſhould carry away the eme «/- 
vellels, and put them in the tempie at Jerutalem; 


+, thus 


+ 2 Kings 
10 $6 


wmolabel 
built in his place., 20 Ihen the fame Sanabafta- r 
rus, being come hither, laid the foundations of © the 
the houſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem ; and fron ll 8. 
that time to this being {lili a building, it is not 
yet fully ended. 21 Now therefore, if it ſcem 
good unto the king, let fearch be made among 
the || records of King Cyrus: 22 And if it be | Or, 
found that the building of the houſe of the Lord" 
at Jeruſalem hath been done with the content of 
king Cyrus, and if our lord the king be ſo min«d- 
of Tet him ſignify unto us thereof. 23 hene Fir 6 
commanded king Darius to ſeek among the re-“ 
cords at Babylon: and fo at Fcbatana the palace, 
which is in the country of Media, there v 
found a || roll wherein theſe things were rc-! 0» 
corded, hich 
24 In the firſt year of the reign of Cyrus, king. 
Cyrus commanded that the houle of the Lord at 
Jeruſalem ſhould be built again, where they do 
ſacrifice with continual fire: 25 Whoſe height 
ſhall be ſixty cubits, and the breadth ſixty cubits, 
with three rows of hewn ſtones, and one row of 
new wood of that country ; and the expences 
thereof to be given out of the houſe of king. 
Cyrus: 26 And that the holy veſlels of the houte 
of the Lord, both of gold and filver, that Nabu- 
chodonoſor took out of the houte at Jerulalen, 
and brought to Babylon, thouid be reſtored to 
the houſe: at Jeruſalem, and be ſet in the place 
where they were before. 27 And alſo he com- 
manded that Siſinnes the governor of Syria and 
Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes, and their compa- 
nions, and thoſe which were appointcd rulers in 
Syria and Phenice, ſhould be careful not to med- 
dle with the place, but ſuffer Zorobabel, the ſer- 
vayt of the Lord, and governor of Judea, and 
the elders of the Jews, to build the houſe of the 
Lord in that place. 28 J have commanded allo 
to have it built up whole again; and that they 
look diligently to help thoſe that be of the cap— 
tivity of the Town till the houſe of the Lord bc 
finiſhed : 29 And out of the tribute of Cclo- 
ſyria and Phenice a portion carefully to be given 
theſe men for the ſacrifices of the Lord, hat is, 
to Zorobabel the governor, for bullocks, and 
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AL RENLECTIONs on Chap. v. 
| ruteſſion of the truth are under the higheſt obligation to 
Mach will zu, unlpotted from the world; and to walk in the path of duty, 
?ARAPH ie * Prove to be the way to comfort and ſafety. 
ve. VI. Va E. EXPOSITION, 1 COMMENTARY. 
n 


The prophets, Prefhaſtd unte the Fews,) More pro- 


9 


3 


perly, againſt them, as the word may be rendered; for they reproyed them 
ſharply, becauſe they did not build the temple. 

Ver. 24. In the firſt year of Cyrus] A revolution having taken place in 
the kingdom of Perſia, a new order was iſſued for building the temple, which 
work had by many obſtacles been hitherto retarded. 


C PRACTICAL 


10] Temple finiſhed, and paſſower kept. I. 


E S DR A8. 


[APOCRY PH 4 


Before rams, and lambs; 30 And alſo corn, falt, wine, 
CHRIST and oil, and that continually every year without 
further queſtion, according as the prieſts that be 
in Jeruſalem ſhall ſignify to be daily ſpent : 31 
'T hat || offerings may be made to the molt high 
God for the king and for his children, and that 
they may pray for their lives. 32 And he com- 
manded that whoſoever ſhould tranſgreſs, yea, 
or make light of any thing afore ſpoken or writ- 
ten, out of his own houſe ſhould a tree be taken, 
and he thercon be hanged, and all his goods 
ſeized for the king. 33 The Lord therefore, 
whoſe name is there called upon, utterly deſtroy 
every king and nation, that ſtretcheth out his 
hand to hinder or endamage that houſe of the 
Lord in Jeruſalem. 34 + I Darius the king have 
ordained that according unto theſe things it be 
done with diligence. 


CHAP-I.E KR VII. 

1 Sinnes and others aſſiſtins, the temple is finiſhed, 
/ and dedicated. 1 75 paſſuver 15 451 4 
HEN: Siſinnes the governor of Celoſyria 

and Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes, with their 
companions, following the commandments of 
king Darius, 2 Did very carefully overſee the 
holy works, aſſiſting the ancients of the Jews 
and governors of the temple. 3 And fo the holy 
works proſpered, when Aggeus and Zacharias 
the prophets propheſied. 4 And they finiſhed 
theſe things by the commandment of the Lord 

U, God of Iſrael, and with || the conſent of Cyrus, 

Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of Perſia. 5 And 

515: thus was the holy houſe finiſhed in + the three 


— — 


+ . . . . 
's 594 and twentieth day of the month Adar, in the 


Or, 
drink offer- 
ings. 


+ Ezra 6. 
12. 


a Ezra 6. 
13. 


825. 6. ſixth Se of Darius king of the Perſians. 6 And 
x5, the children of Iſrael, the prieſts, and the Levites, 
and others that were of the captivity, that were 
added unto them, did according to the things 
written in the book of Moſes. 7 And to the 
dedication of the temple of the Lord they offered 
an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four 
hundred lambs; 8 And twelve goats for th. 
ſin of all Iſrael, according to the number of thc 
1% || chief of the tribes of Iſrael. 9 IJ he prieſts alio 
and the Levites ſtood arrayed in their veltments, 
4 according to their kindreds, in the ſervice of 
Ezra 6.18, the Lord God of Iſrael, according to the book o 
Moſes : and the porters at every gate. 10 
bs PS, And the children of lrael || that were of the 


iba Se, captivity held the paſſover the fourteenth day of 
the firſt month, after that the prieſts and the Le- 
vites were ſanctified. 11 'They that were of the 
captivity were not all ſanctified together: but 
the Levites were all ſanctified together. 12 
And ſo they offered the paflover for all them of 
the captivity, and for their brethren the prieſts, 

and for themlelves. 13 And the children of 
Hrael that came out of the captivity did eat, even 
all they that had ſeparated themſelves from the 
abominations of the people of the land, and 
ſought the Lord. 14 And they kept the feaſt 
of unleavened bread ſeven days, making merry 
before the Lord, 15 For that he had turned the 
counſel || of the king of Aſſyria toward them, to 
{trengthen their hands in the works of the Lord 
God of Iſrael. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VI. 

Let us for a moment conſider, that though the characters of chriſtians may 
be traduced, and we may be repreſented to the world as the vileſt wretches ; 
yet the time is at hand, when God will juſtify his people, and ignorant ſcor- 
ners will be made aſhamed, and put to ſilence. 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axv COMMEN TARY, 


Chae. VII. Ver. 5. And thus was the holy houſe finiſhed. | When the 
Samaritans found that Darius was inflexible in his purpole of building the 
temple, they aſlilted the Jews init; and it was accordingly finiſhed, — de- 

dicated with great ſolemnity. 
| ray 
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prieſts, of the Levites, of the holy ſinge 


was written from Artaxerxes the King, and came 


CHAPTER vin. 


1 Eſdras goeth up to Feruſalem, 8 J | 
F Artaxerxes io him: 25 He bleſſeth God C 


1 after theſe things, when Artaxerx 
the king of the Perſians reigned, came Fg 8 
dras the fon of Saraias, the ſon of * Ezerias the 5 
ſon of Helchiah, the fon of Salum, 2 The f. "+ 4 
of Sadduc, the fon of Achitob, the fon of * = 
rias, the ſon of * Ezias, the fon of M E 
the ſon of Zaraias, the ſon of Savias. t 
Boccas, the ſon of Abiſum, the ſon of 
the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron + 
prieſt. 3 This Eſdras went up from Babylon 4 
as a ſcribe, being very ready in the law of Moses ] 
that was ou y the God of Iſrael. 4 And the l 
king did him honour : for he found grace in his 
fight in all his requeſts. 5 There went up with 
him allo certain of the children of liracl, of the 
* . TS, por- 
ters, and {| miniſters of the temple, unto Jeruſy 1 0% 
lem, 6 In || the ſeventh year of the reign of * = 
Artaxerxes, in the fifth month, this was the s 
king's leventh year ; for they went from Babylon“ „ 
in the firſt day of the firit month, and cam tg 
Jeruſalem, according to the || profperons jour- o 
ney which the Lord gave them. 7 For FAdras 
had very great ſkill, to that he omitted nothins 
of the law and commandments of the Lord, bur 
taught all Iſrael the ordinances and judgments, 

S Nou the copy of the || commillion, Wich “. 


Befor 
CHRIS 


518. r 


eremoth, e 
he ſon o 

Phinees, u 
the chief l 


1 


to Eſdras the prieſt and reader of the law of the 7 


| 
Lord, is this that followeth; 9 King Artaxer- dd | 
xes unto Etdras the prieſt and reader of the luv . 
of the Lord ſendeth greeting: 10 Having deter- pox, | 
' mined to deal graciouſly, 1 have given order ls | 
that ſuch of the nation of the Jews, and of the 1 4.1 
prieſts and Levites, being within our realm, as a 
ire willing and defirous, ſhould go with thee unto ec, 
Jeruſalem. 11 As many therefore as have a ha, 


mind thereunto, let them depart with thee, as 
it hath ſeemed good both to me and my ſeven 
friends the counſellers; 12 That they may 
look unto the affairs of Judea and Ferutalem, 
agreeably to that which is in the law of the Lord; 


3 And carry the gifts unto the Lord oft Iſracl __ 
0 Jeruſalem, which I and my friends have vow- 0 
d, and all the gold and ſilver that in the coun- _ 
try of Babylon can be | found, to the Lord in' * WM... {4 
Jeruſalem, 14 With that ao which is given of. ic, 
the people for the teinple of the Lord their God 1 "a Al 
4t E and that ſilver and gold may be _ 
collected for bullocks, rams, and 1:mbs, and WW. 
things thereunto appertaining; 15 Jo the end = in 
that they may offer ſacriſices unto the Lord up- 00 
on the altar of the Lord their God, which is in 9. 
ee 16 And whatſoever thou and thy we Jo 
rethren will do || with the filver and gold, tut © RR ” dre 
do, according to the will of thy God. 17 And the .be 
holy veſſels of the Lord, which are given thee tor —_ let, 
the uſe of the temple of thy God, which is in ui lie! 
Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt ſet before thy God in J eru- - Of { 
ſalem. 18 And whatſoever thing elſe thou ſhalt f _ 
remember for the uſe of the temple of thy God, = Ine 
thou ſhalt give it out of the king's treaſury, 19 & _ 
And I king Artaxerxes have alſo commanded Tow 
| ws [ho 

T man 

Ver. 9. The prieſts alſo and the Levites flood arrayed, SC. Or r ul ribas 
according to their diviſions. Sce Ezra vi. 18. * 100 
PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. Il. Efes 
Chriſtians may be aſſured, that as the ſcattered Iſraelites _—y b 4 dad 
providence, brought again to their own —— . Golan wy 10 | pe ( 
the ſcattered particles of their 2 8 0 o COMMEN TA p wy 


PARAPHRASE, EX 


Caray. VIII. Ver. z. This Eſdras.} He was a ſeribe. and well acqul 


1 


5 2 20 — , N ed re 
with the whole of the Jewiſh ritual ; but as be lived in very wr "1 ins, 
and as ſome errors have crept into his copies, the n © Tos 


ſpunous, Ve 


OCR TPH. 


. 


— — 
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VIII. Names of the returned; veſſels, Oc. [11 


re the keepers of the treaſures in Syria and-Phenice, 
2157 that whatſoever Eſdras the prieſt and the reader 
of the law of the moſt high God ſhall ſend for, 
they ſhould give it him with ſpeed, 20 Lo the 
ſum of an hundred talents of filver, likewiſe alto 
of wheat even to an hundred || cors, and an hun- 
dred pieces of wine, and other things in abun- 
- dance. 21 Let all things be performed after the 
| law of God diligently unto the moſt high God, 
that wrath come not upon the kingdom of the 
king and his fons. 22 I command you alſo, that 
ve require no tax, nor any other impoſition, of 
1 any of the prietts, or Levites, or holy ſingers, or 
"0 orters, or miniſters of the temple, or of any that 
have doings in this temple, and that no man have 
authority to impoſe any thing upon them. 23 
And thou, Efdras, according to the wildom ot 
God, ordain judges and juſtices, that they may 
judge in all Syria and Phenice + all thoſe that 
e now the law of thy God; and thoſe that know 
"it not thou ſhalt teach. 24 And © wholoever ſhall 
E tranſgrels the law of thy God, and of the king, 
ſhall be puniſhed diligently, whether it be by 
„ death, or other puniſhment, by penalty of mo- 
. ney, or by impriſonment, : : 
„ 25 Ihen faid Efdras the ſcribe, Bleſſed be 
e the only Lord God of my fathers, who hath put 
en. theſe things into the heart of tlie king, to glorify 
"his houſe that is in Jeruſalem: 26 And hath 
* honoured me in the fight of the king, and his 
4 countellers, and all his friends and nobles. 27 
„ '[hereforc was I encouraged by the help of the 
Lord my God, and gathered together men of 1{- 
= racl to go up With me. 28 {| And thele are the 
chit according to their familics and ſeveral d.p- 
RS nts, that went up with me from Babyion in the 
_ reign of king Artaxerxes: 
. 2 5 q 8 . . 1 
W.Phinces, Gerion: of the ſons of Ithamar, ' Gamael: 
of the ſons of David, Lettus " the ſon of Seche- 
== lias: 30 Of tiꝛe ſons of Pharez, Zacharias; and 
„ with lum were counted an hundred and fitty 
„ men: 31 Of the ſons of Pahath Moab, Eliaonias, 
- the fon of Zaraias, and with him two hundred 
men: 32 Ot the ſons of Sathoe, Sechenias the 
*, {on of Jezelus, and with him three hundred men: 
wwe 0 the 105 of Adin, Obeth the fon of Jonathan, 
we and with him f two hundred and fifty men: 33 
Ok the ſous of Elam, Joſias ſon of Gotholias, and 
Vith him ſeventy men: 
tus,“ Zaraias {on of Michael, and with him three- 
core and ten men: 35 Of the ſons of Joab, 
ms Abidiag* fon of » Jezelus, and with him two hun- 
=. Wed and * twelve men: 36 © Of the ſons of Ba- 
- Id, Allalimoth ſon of Joſaphias, and with him an 
%» mired and threeſcore men: 37 Of the ſons of 
chi, Zacharias ſon of Bebai, and with him twen- 
&s ly and eight men: 38 Of the ſons of * Aſtath, 
Johannes /oz of * Acatan, and with him an hun- 
=! Wed and ten inen: 39 Of the ſons of Adonikam 
the lait; and theſe are the names of them, Elipha- 
bet, Jcuel, and Samaias, and with them * ſeventy 
zz, men: 40 Of the fons of f Bago, Uthi the fon 
* of lilalcurus, and with him ſeventy men. 41 And 
, lace J gathered together to the river called 
. Uleras, where we pitched our tents three days: 
k Uidthen * I ſurveyed them. 42 But when I had 
found there none of the prieſts and Levites, 43 
ben {ent I unto Eleazar, and Iduel, and * Mal 
« man, 44 And Alnathan, and Mamaias, and Jo- 
E Nibas, and Nathan, Eunatan, Zacharias, and Mo- 
ke DLMOn, principal men and learned. 45 And 
- ade them that they ſhould go unto * Saddeus, 
„ f Pain, * who was in the place of the trea- 
+ /: 46 And commanded them that they 


1 * 


44 
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of 
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29 Of the ſous of 


34 Of the ſons of Sapha- 


'vites: all was delivered them by number and 


ſhould ſpeak unto Daddeus, and to * his bre- Before 
. . } CHRIS1 

thren, and to the treaſurers in that place, to fend 

us ſuch men as might execute the prieſts office 75,7” 

in the houle of the Lord. 47 And by the mighty Nene 

hand of our Lord they brought unto us ſkilful Ale 

men of the ſons of ” Moli the ton of Levi, the fon O 

of Iſrael, ' Aſebebia, and his ſons, and his brc- ; 9, 5 

thren, who were eighteen. 48 * And Aſebia, pawn 

and Annuus, and Ofaias his brother, of the tons « , ww 

of Channuneus, and their ſons, were twenty men. ll“ 

49 And of the ſervants of the temple whom Ia- him Je 

vid had ordained, and the principal men for the ge 

{ſervice of the Levites, to wit, the ſervants of the 7 with 

temple, two hundred and twenty, the catalogue ee 

of whole names were ſhewed. E114 8. 19. 
50 | And there I | vowed a faſt unto the young 10 

men before our Lord, to defire of him a pro-“. 

perous journey both for us and them that were 

with us, tor our children, and for the | cattle : + Heb. 

51 For I was aſhamed to aſk the king footmen,“ “ 

and horſemen, and conduct for ſafeguard again!t 

our adverſaries. 52 For we had faid unto the 

King, that the power of the Lord our God ſhould 

be with them that ſeck him, to ſupport them in 

all ways. 53 And again we beſought our Lord 

as touching theſe things, and found him favour- 

able unto us. 54 J Then I ſeparated twelve of. 

the chief of the prieſts, Efebrias, and Afliinias, TILA. 

and ten men of their brethren with them: 55. 

And I] weighed them the gold, and the ſilver, 

and the holy veſſels of the houle of our Lord, 

which the king, and his council, and the princes, 

and all lirael, had given. 56 And when I had 

weighed it, I delivered unto them fix hundred 

and ſixty talents of filver, and filver veſſels of an 

hundred talents, and an hundred talents of gold, 

57 And twenty golden veſſels, and f twelve vel- Mage 

lels of braſs, even of fine braſs, glittering like Kea 8. 27: 

gold. 58 And I ſaid unto them, Both ye are 

holy unto the Lord, and the veſſels are holy, and 

the gold and the filver is a vow unto the Lord, 

the Lord of our fathers. 59 Watch ye, and keep 

them till ye deliver them to the chief of the 

prieſts and Levites, and to the principal men of 

the families of Iſrael, in Jeruſilem, into the cham- 

bers of the houſe of our God. 60 So the prictts 

and the Levites, who had received the ſilver and 

the gold and the veſſels, brough: them unto Je- 

ruſalem, into the temple of the Lord. 61 And 

from the river Theras we departed the twelfth 


day of the firſt month, and came to Jcruſalem 


by the mighty hand of our Lord, which was with 

as: and from the || beginning of our journey the Fre in 
Lord delivered us from every enemy, and % we thc way. 
came to jeruſalem. 62 And when we had been 

there three days, the gold and filver that was 
weighed was delivered in the houſe of our Lord 


| . Or, 0 
on the fourth day || unto Marmoth the prieſt the = 
fon of irt. 63 And with him was Eleazar the %% 


riah the 


e : U 
lon of Phinees, and with them were Joſabad the %. 


lon of Jeſu and || Moeth the fon of Sabban, Le- |, 0% , 


f : the ſon of 
weight. 64 And all the weight of them was %. 


written up the fame hour. 65 Moreover they 

that were come out of the captivity oftered ſa- 

crifice unto the Lord God of Iſracl, even twelve 
bullocl:s for all Iſrael, fourſcore and ſixteen rams, 

66 f I hreeſcore and twelve lambs, goats for a + Heb. 
peace. offering, twelve; all of them a ſacrifice to jun” 
the Lord. 67 And they delivered the king's e, 
commandinents unto the king's {tewards, and to _—_ 4 
the governors of Celolyria and Phenice; and rings 
they honoured the people and the temple of **** 35" 
God, | 


* 
Je. 


4 


0. Er. — — — 
W 20 as hundred cor, &c.] Cors is a Chaldaic word, aud 
. 7 1 | | ; 

"Je are the chief according to their ſemilies.] There is 


— 


ſome difference between this catalogue, and thatigiven in Ezra, ch. viii. 
Ver. 41. And theſe I gathered together to the river called Theras.) This 


river is called Ahava by Ezra, ch, viii. 15, 
| Ver. 74. 


12] Eſdras mourns the people's [ms. I. 


ESDRAS. 


[APOCRYPH 2, 


— 


RA 


Before 68 ] Now when theſe things were done, the 
cHRIST rulers came unto me, and faid, 69 The nation 
457: , , 


of Iſrael, the princes, the prieſts and Levites, have 
not put away from them the ſtrange people of 
the land, nor the pollutions of the Gentiles, 10 w27, 
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Phereſites, Jebuſit es, 
and the Moabites, Egyptians, and Edomites. 70 
kara g. a For ” both they and their ſons have married with 
their daughters, and the holy ſeed is mixed with 
the ſtrange people of the land; and from the 
beginning of this matter the rulers and the great 
men have been partakers of this iniquity. 71 
And as ſoon as I had heard theſe —_ [ rent 
my clothes, and the holy garment, and pulled off 
the hair from oft my head and beard, and fat me 
down ſad and very heavy. 72 So all they that 
were then moved at the word of the Lord God 
of Iſrael aſſembled unto me, whilſt 1 mourned 
for the iniquity : but I fat {till full of heavineſs 
until the evening-ſfacrifice. 73 Then riſing up 
from the faſt with my clothes and the holy gar- 
ment rent, and bowing my knees, and ſtretching 
big.. forth my hands unto the Lord, 74 I faid, + 
Lord, I am confounded and aſhamed before thy 
face; 75 For our ins || are multiplied above 
our heads, and our ignorances have reached up 
unto heaven. 76 For ever ſince the time of our 
fathers we have been and are in great fin, even 
unto this day. 77 And for our fins and our fa- 
thers we with our brethren and our kings and 
our prieſts were given up unto the kings of the 
earth, to the ſword, and to captivity, and for 
a prey with ſhame, unto this day. 78 And now 
in tome meaſure hath mercy been thewed unto 
us from thee, O Lord, that there ſhould be left 
us a root and a name in the place of thy ſanc- 
tuary; 79 And to diſcover unto us a light in 
the houſe of the Lord our God, and to give us 
food T in the time of our ſervitude. 80 Yea, 
Ezra 9, 8, When we were in bondage, we were not forſaken 
of our Lord; but he made us gracious before the 
kings of Perſia, ſo that they gave us tod; 81 
Yea, and honoured the temple of our Lord, and 
raiſed up the deſolate Sion, that they have given 
us a ſure abiding in Jewry and Jeruſalem. 82 
And now, O Lord, what ſhall we ſay, having 
theſe things? for we have tranſgreſfled thy com- 
mandments, which thou gaveſt by the hand of 
thy ſervants the prophets, ſaying, 83 That 
the land, which ye enter into to poſſeſs as an 
Deut. . Heritage, is a f land polluted with the pollutions 
1 of the ſtrangers of the land, and they have filled 
it with their uncleanneſs. 84 I'herefore now 
ſhall ye not join your daughters unto their ſons, 
neither ſhall ye take their daughters unto your 
lons. 85 Moreover ye ſhail never ſeck to have 
peace with them, that ye may be ſtrong, and eat 
the good things of the land, and that ye may 
leave the inheritance of the land unto your chil 
dren for evermore. 
is done unto us for our wicked works and great 
{ins : for thou, O Lord, didſt make our fins light, 
87 And didſt give unto us ſuch a root: but we 
have turned back again to tranſgreſs thy law, 
and to mingle ourſelves with the uncleanneſs of 
the nations of the land. 88 || Mighteſt not thou 
be angry with us to deltroy us, till thou hadiſt 
left us neither root, ſeed, nor name? 89 O Lord 
of Hrael, thou art true: for we are left a root 
this day. go Behold, now are we before thee 


l Or, babe 
abounded. 


+ Heb, 
life 


Or, Be 


A! angry, 
Ec. 


Ver. 74. [ ſaid, O Lord, &c.] From theſe words, it is evident that Eſdras 
nada ſtrong impreflion upon his mind, firſt, that God was the moral gover- 
nor of the world; and, ſecond!y, that the Jewiſh law was a divine jvftitution. 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII. 

They who really love God in their hearts, will have the ſtrongeſt deſire 
to promote his worſhip among mankind, If a man ſees an affront offered to 
vis friend, he wilt naturally refert. it; with what a holy indignation then 

; | * 


86 And all that is befallen 


* 


a * en a 
ny longer Brfore 2 

Cit i5P ' 
6 his con- DL 


in our iniquities, for we cannot ſtand 

by reaſon of theſe things before thee, 
1 * And as Eſdras in his prayer mad 

feſſion, weeping, and lying flat upon the ground i. 

before the temple, there gathered unto him from 

Jeruſalem a very great multitude of men and 

women and children: for there was orcat we, 5 

ing among the multitude. 92 J Then Jechonias 

the fon of [celus, one of the ſons of [rae]. coll, 

out, and faid, O Eſdras, we have finned bs 

the Lord God, we have married ſtrange v 

of the nations of the land, and now is 


f 


D _ 


lled 
Tamnſt 
omen 
all | lirac] Or, 


aloft, 93 Let us make an oath to the Lord, tha; 4 Þ 
we will put away all our wives, which Wehnen jo 
taken of the heathen, with their children © . 
Like as thou haſt decreed, and as many as do i= 
obey the law of the Lord. 95 Ariſe, and put in 75s 
execution: for to thee doth this matter amor. 2 
tain, and we will be with thee: do valiantiy * 
96 So Eſdras aroſe, and took an oath of the 5 
chief of the prieſts and Levites f of all Ilracl to WY. 
do after theſe things; and /o they (ware. - = 
CHAPTER . 
1 Efdras aſſemimmeth and extortth the people, 10 Thy oy 
promiſe do put away their ſlrange wives, 14 Tie 055 
reformation is made, oc. 3 

bd. 


HEN »* Efdras rifing from the court of ther 

temple went to the chamber ot Joanan the“ 
ſon of Eliaſib, 2 And remained there, aud did 
eat no meat nor drink water, mourning tor the 
great iniquities of the multitude. 3 And tlicre 
was a proclamation in all jewry and jernlalem 
to all them that were of the captivity, that they 
ſhould be gathered together at eruſalem: ; 
And that wholocver met not there within two 
or three days, according as the eiders that bare 
rule appointed, their cattle ſhould be d ty 
the ule of the temple, and himlelf|| catt out from 
them that were of the captivity. 5 And in the 
days were all they of the tribe of |udah and Ber- 
jamin gathered together at Jeruſalem the twen- 
tieth day of the ninth month, 6 And all the 
multitude fat trembling in the broad court of the 
temple becauſe of the preſent foul weather, 7 
So Eſdras aroſe up, and faid unto them, Ye have 
tranſgreſſed the law in marrying ſtrange wives, 
thereby to increale the ſins of Iſrael. 8 An. 
now by conſeſſing give glory unto the Lord Go.) 


in theſe things is ſpread far: 12 Lherciore hu þ 
the rulers of the multitude | ſtay, and let all of, 
them of our habitations that have ſtrange Wives 
come at the time appointed, 13 And with then 
the rulers aad judges of every place, till we turn 
away the wrath of the Lord from us for this 
matter. | Cs 
14 { Then Jonathan the ſon of Azael anc = 
chias the {on of 'Theocanus accordingly too ©” 
matter upon them: and Moſollam and Levi * 
Sabbatheus helped them. 15 And they the 
were of the captivity did according to all chase 
things. 16 And Etdras the pricit chole ute 


Pn 4 - 


of our fathers, 9 And do his will, and {eparute } : 
yourlelves from the heathen of the land, a 8 

from the ſtrange women. 10 J Then cried i. 
whole multitude, and faid with a loud voice, ee. 
Like as thou halt ſpoken, fo will we do. 11 Bur {expotito 
foraſmuch as the people are numy, and it is f. * 
weather, ſo that we cannot {taud without, and 3 
this is not a work of a day or two, ſecing Our 1! tuple, 1 


— yt 


a 


Th = » 
14 vw © 


ſhould we he filled; on hearing the goſpel of our Lord 1 
phemed by infidels and deitts : ONMENTA 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axD COMM. 


wp * 72 0 e. A procla:1a.10 | 
CAR. IX. Ver. 1. Ejdras riſing from the court, & ] 2 rol f F 
publiſhed for all the Jews of the captivity to rpg of 75 
Jeruſalem, on pam of their cattle being ſeized for the let | -, 
and themſelves caſt out front among their brethren. 405 


pH — - 


—_— 


— 


. 


PROS - 


The law read, and regarded. (13 


1—̃— 


we him the principal men of their families, all by 
ast name: and in the firſt day of the tenth month 
they fat together to examine the matter. 17 Sv 
their cauſe that held ſtrange wives was brought 

to an end in the firſt day of the firſt month. 18 
And of the prieſts that were come together, 

and had ſtrange wives, there were found; 19 
Of the ſons of Jeſus the fon of Joſedec, and his 

„ brethren; * Matthelas, and Eleazar, and * Joribus, 
and“ Joadanus. 20 And they gave their hands 
to put away their wives, and to offer + rams to 
make reconcilement for their errors. 21 And 
% of the ſons of Emmer; Ananias, and Zabdeus, and 
. Eanes', and * Sameius, and Hierecl, and“ Aza- 
4. ris, 22 And of the ſons of Phaiſur; Elionas, 
. Maſſias, Iſmael, and Nathanael, and Ocidelus, 
e and“ Lalſus. 23 And of the Levites; Jozabad, 
and Semis, and“ Colius, who was called * Calitas, 
and * Patheus, and Judas, and Jonas. 24 Of the 
1 holy fingers; “ E.l-azurus, Bacchurus. 25 Of the 
$4. norters; Sallumus, and * Tolbanes. 26 Of them 
of [{rael, of the ſons of * Phoros; * Hiermas, and 
Wn -4.lias, and Melchias, and“ Maelus, and Eleazar, 
14. and“ Althias, and Baanias. 27 Of the ſons of Ela; 
„ Matthanias, Zacharias, and“ Hierielus, and Hierc- 
wie moth, and Aedias. 28 And of the ſons of Za- 
" moth ; * Eliadas, © Eliſimus,“ Othonias, Jarimoth, 
29 Of the ſons of 


e and © Sabatns, and © Sardeus. 
i Bebai ; Johannes, and Ananias, and * Joſabad, 
_ and Amatheis. 30 Of the tons of Mani ; * Ola- 
te mus, Mamuchus, ® Jedeus, Jaſubus,“ Jaſael, and 
Hieremoth. 31 f And of the ſons of Addi; 
Naathus, and Mooſias, Lacunus, and Naidus, and 

= Mathanias, and Selthel, Balnuns, and Manafleas. 
* 32 And of the ſons of Annas; Elionas, and Aſeas, 
and Melchias, and Sabbeus, and Simon Chofa- 
ki. mens. 33 And of the ſons of Atom; * Altaneus, 
and Matthias, and“ Bannaia, Eliphalat, and Ma- 
de nafſes, and Semei. 34 And of the tons o Maani 
wha. ſeremmias, Momdis, Omaerus, Juel, Mabdai, and 
+ Pelias, and Anos, Carabaſion, and Enaſtbus, and 
14 Mamnitanaimus, Eliaſis, Bannus, Eliali, Samis, 
. Sclemais, Nathanias : and of the ſons of Ozora; 
Felis, Erril, Azaclus, Samatus, Zambis, Joſephus. 
7, 35 And of the ſons of Ethma; Mazitias, Zaba- 
daias, Edes, Juel, Banaias. 36 All theſe had taken 
{range wives, and they put them away with 
their children. 37 And the prieſts and Levites, 
and they that were of Iſrael, dwelt in e 
and in the country, in the firſt day of the ſeventh 


vw. 
(heed. 
E. 


b 16 


11— — 


Ver, 33. The whole multitude came together, 8c.] Joſephus, who is the 
*x90utor on the hiltorical parts of the Apocrypha, has given us the ſol- 
d account of that tranſaction: „On the ſeventh month, when the feaſt 
idernacles was celebrated, and all the people were met together in a 


rear the gate facing the eaſt, which opened into the capacious arch of 
tuple, they deſired Eſdras to read to them the law of Moles.” 


”— x 
Mm * 


month: ſo the children of Iſrael were in their N 


habitations. . * 
38 J And the whole multitude came together Toy, 


with one accord into the broad place of the holy 
porch toward the caſt : 39 And they ſpake unto ______ 
Eſdras the prielt and reader, that hie would 42 
bring the law of Moles, that was given of the 
Lord God of Iſracl. 40 So Fſdras the chief prict 
brought the law unto the whole multitude from 
man to woman, and to all the prieſts, to hear the 
law in the firſt day of the {ſeventh month. 41 
And he read in the broad court before the holv 
porch from morning unto niid-day, before both 
men and women; and all the multitude pave 
heed unto the law, 42 And Efdras the prieſt 
and reader of the law ſtood up upon a pulpit of 
wood, which was made for thut purpoſe. 43 And 
there ſtood up by him Mattathias, Sammus, Ana- 
nias, Azarias, teins ' Fecias, © Balaſamus, upon 

. . X Hilkiah. 
the right-hand: 44 And upon his left-hand ſtood t, 
Phaldaius“, Miſacl, Melchias, * Lothaſubus, and 944% 
Nabarias*. 45 Ihen took Efdras the book of . 
the law before the multitude : for he fat T ho- 
nourably in the firſt place in the ſight of them y N. 
all, 46 And when he opened the law, they ſtood he. 
all ſtraight up. So Eldras bleſſed the Lord Gol «we chew 
moſt High, the God of hoſts, Almighty. 47 
And all the people anlwered, Amen ; and lifting 
up their hands they fell to the ground, and wor- 
{ſhipped the Lord. 48 Alfo jeſus, Anus, Sera- 
bias, Adinus, Jacubus, Sabateas, Auteas, Maia- 
neas, and Calitas, Azarias, and Joazabdus, and 
Ananias, Biatas, the Levites, taught the law of 
the Lord, making them withal to underſtand it. 
49 | Then ſpake Attharates unto Efflras the Then Ne- 
chief prielt and reader, and to the Levites that and turn 
taught the multitude, even to all, ſaying, 50 Me fert, 
Fhis day is holy unto the Lord (for they all andthe 
wept when they heard the law): 51 Go then, er. 
— eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, and fend fred the 
part to || them that have nothing; 52 For this r 
day is holy unto the Lord: and be not ſorrow- people, 
ful ; for the Lord will bring you to honour, 53 —_— 
So the Levites publiſhed all things to the people, 20: 
laying, This day is holy to the Lord; be not 1. 
ſorrowful. 54 Then went they their way, every 
one, to eat and drink, and make merry, and to 
give part to them that had nothing, and to make 
great chear; 55 Becaule they underſtood the 
words wherein they were inſtructed, and for the 
which they had been aſſembled. 
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PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. IX. 


It is our duty, when we live under laws founded on reaſon and religion, ts 
conſider that benevolence ſhould regulate all our actions; and that we ſhould 
endeavour to render ourſelves acceptable to God not only by acts of the 
ſtricteſt juſtice, but in ſuch a way as we wiſh others to deal with us. 
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—— CHAP TEER TL 
Haas is ſent to reprove the people for their ſins. 
24 God threateneth 10 caſt them off, 35 and give 


* _ to others better than they. 
O. n 


— 


EW THE ARGUMENT. 
| This book ir eoritten with great art, in imitation of the book of Ezra. Several particulars in it declare le 
it to be apoacryphal, though the author ſpeaks of our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles in ſo clear a man- 


„%, that the goſpel itſelf is hardly more expreſs : he has alſo affefted a great reſemblance of St. John“ fiel. promo- 
Xs te gol al} is hardy more . at oe fn a gel rence . 
me, FPCCH revelation ; and abounds with very choice and inſtructing matter, 


preferred 
to all thoſe 
eſſays and 
treatiſes, 


take up 
our time, 
and are fat 


tive of 
ſound mo- 
rality and 
religious 
HE ſecond book of the prophet * Ef." 
dras, the ſon of Saraias, the fon of * 
Azarias, the fon of Helchias, the ſon 


of || Sadamias, the ſon of Sadoc, the on 


. Dis Ba, 


e Frxod.1 Is 
* Lord, 


— 


14] The people reproved and threatened. 


II. ESDKRA SS 


{on of Achitob, 2 The ſon of Achias, the ſon 
of Phinees, the ſon of Heli, the ſon of Amarias, 
the ſon of Aziei, the ſon of Marimoth, the ſon 
of Arna, the {on of Ozias, the fon of Borith, the 
ſon of Abiſei, the ſon of Phinees, the fon of Ele- 
azar, 2 The ſon of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi; 
which was captive in the land of the Medes, in 
the reign of Artaxerxes king of the Perſians. 4 
And the word of the Lord came unto me, ſay- 
b16.;8.1. ing, 5 Go thy way, and* ſhew my people their 
ſinful deeds, and their children their wickedneſs 
which they have done againſt me; that the 
may tell their children's children : 6 Becauſe 
the ſins of their fathers are increaſed in them : 
for they have forgotten me, and have offered 
unto {trange gods. 7 Am not I even he that 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, from 
the houſe of bondage? but they have provoked 
me unto wrath, and deſpiſed my counſels. 8 
Pull thou off then the hair of thy head, and caſt 
all evil upon them, for they have not been obe- 
dient unto my law, but it is a rebellious people. 
How long ſhall I forbear them, unto whom I 
ave done ſo much good? 10 Many kings have 
< Exod-14-] deſtroyed for their ſakes; © Pharaoh with his 
ſervants and all his power have I ſmitten down. 
d Numb. 11 * All the nations have I deſtroyed before them, 
jaw 8, and in the eaſt 1 have ſcattered the people of 
10, & 12. two provinces, even of Lyrus and Sidon, and 
have ſlain all their enemies. 12 Speak thou 
therefore unto them, ſaying, Thus faith the 
13*<T led you through the ſea, and in the 
| O, beginning gave you a large and fafe || paſlape ; 
Ee . I gave you Moles for a leader, and Aaron for a 
10.64. prieſt, 141 gave you light in a pillar of fire, 
z Erol. 13. and great wonders have I done among you; yet 
06: have ye forgotten me, faith the Lord. 15 Thus 
s. faith the Almighty Lord, The * quails were as a 
P.:0;.40. token to you; i gave you tents for your ſafe- 
guard : nevertheleſs ye murmured there, 16 And 
triumphed not in my name for. the deſtruction 
of your enemies, but ever to this day do ye yet 
murmur. 17 Where are the benefits that I have 
done for you ? when ye were hungry and thirſty 
; Numb. in the wilderneſs, * did ye not cry unto me, 18 
143 Saying, Why haſt thou brought us into this wil- 
derneis to kill us? it had been better for us to 
have ſerved the Egyptians, than to die in this 
wilderneſs. 19 Then had I pity upon your 
Wick ns. mournings, and gave you manna to eat ; * ſo ye 
0 , did eat angels bread. 20 When ye were thirlty, 
20.11. Cid 1 not cleave the rock, and waters flowed 
aten out || to your fill? for the heat I covered you 
o with the leaves of the trees. 21 J divided among 
„. you a fruitful land, I caſt out the Canaanires, the 
m i, 5.4- Pherezites, and the Philiſtines, before you: What 
ſhall I yet do more for you? ſaith the Lord. 
22 Thus faith the Ahnighty Lord, When ye 
o Mere in the wilderneſs, in the river of the Amo- 
«66% rites, being athirſt, and blaſpheming my name, 


ne 


or, «-aers 22 J gave you not fire for your blaſphemies, 


Tae but calt a tree in the water, and made the river 
Eyod, 1g 2% mY 7 
23,23. {\vcet. 24 What ſhall I do unto thee, O Jacob? 


n Exd. Thou, " Juda, wouldelt not obey me : I will turn 
32.8. me to other nations, and unto thoſe will I give 
my name, that they may keep my ſtatutes. 25 


2 


th. 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axo COMMENTARY. 

Crap. I. Ver. 4. Go thy way, and ſhew my people, &c.] In this chapter 
Eſdras is ordered to ſet before the people their numberleſs fins, iniquities, 
and idolatries, which greatly exceeded thole of their forefathers. He alſo 
recites the wonderful works which God had done for that ſtiff-necked people, 
who, though he had treated them with the utmoſt indulgence, they ſtill con- 


tinued hardened and impenitent ; for which reaſon God declares he will 
utterly abandon them, and give their habitations to a ſtrange people, who ſhould 


worſhip and adore his holy name with a contrite heart and true ſpirit. 

Ver. 33. Thus ſaith the Lord, &c.] The ſame expreſſion is repeated here, 
be allo find in other parts of this book, which therefore ſhould be read 
v- 1 caption, as well as all other parts of thus book, | 


* 


2 — 


alſo; when ye deſire me to 


| to comfort the peqple with offers of mercy, which they un 


_14P0CR7pH,,M 


Seeing ye have forſaken me, LAI forſake you 
you, I ſhall have no mercy upon Coy Alito j 
loever ye ſhall call upon me, I will not I 
you : for ye have defiled your hands with blood : 
and your feet are ſwift to commit manſlau ha i : 
27 Ye have not as it were forſaken mes be 
your own ſelves, faith the Lord. 28 Thus f. 11 
the Almighty Lord, Have I not prayed Wege 
a father his ſons, as a mother her daughters A* 
a nurſe her 8 babes, 29 That ye would y 
be my people, || and I ſhould be your God: that lo. 
ye would be my children, and I ſhould be ou ow 
father? 301 gathered you together, as 2 11 4 
gathereth her chickens under her wings : bur” Bl | 
now, what ſhall 1 do unto you? I will cat you | 
out from my face. 31 * When ye offer unto me, i": | 
| will turn my face from you: for your ſolemm 4 
27 yaheng to your new moons, and your circum. 
ciſions have | forſaken. 32 I ſent unto you my 
lervants the prophets, whom ye have aff and 
ſlain, and torn their bodies in N whoſe blood 
a 


v 
l 


£ 

ö 
I will require of your hands, ſaith the Lord, » i 
Thus faith the Almighty Lord, Your bouſe B. v 10 
deſolate, I will caſt you out as the wind doth!“ 
ſtubble. 34 And your children {hall not be fruit. 3. | 
ful ; for they have deſpiſed my commandment. 
and done the thing that is evil before me. 23 
Your houſes will 4 give to a pcople that ſhall 
come; Which not having heard or me yet ſhall 
believe me; to whom. I have thewed no ſigns 
yet they ſhall do that I have commanded them. 
36 They have ſeen no prophets, yet they ſhall 
call their ſins to remembrance, and acknowledoe 
them. 37 J take to witneſs the grace of the 
people to come, whole little ones rejoice in glad) M 
neſs : and though they have not ſeen me with; 
| bodily eyes, yet in ſpirit they believe the thing , 
that I ſay. 38 And now, brother, behold what = 
glory; and fee the people that come from the W 
ealt: 39 Unto whom I will give for leaders. 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, Oleas, Amos, and 
Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas, 40 Nahum, 
and Abacuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zachary, and H 


: 

\ 

* 
* 
4 
* 


GERT. 


Pp aus” 2 
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Malachy, which is called alſo an angel of the ]]] m. 
Lord. ; ; e 4 bli 
| CHAPTER 1 
1 God complaineth of lis people; 10 yet directeth Ef "and 
dras 10 comfort them. 33 They re uſing to hear, the „ IN 1 
Gentil are called, &c. 85 ple 
HUS faith the Lord, I brought this people con 
| out of bondage, and I gave them my com- nur 
mandments by my ſervants the prophets; whom van 
they would not hear, but deſpiſed my counſels. one 
2 The mother that bare them faith unto them, am 
Go your way, ye children; for I am a widow and Wh 
forſaken. 3 1 brought you up with gladnels; oth 
but with ſorrow and heavineſs have I loſt you: mal 
for ye have ſinned before the Lord your God, heat 
and done that thing that is evil before him. + don 
But what ſhall I now do unto you ? I ama wrt lanc 
dow and forſaken : go your way, O my children, not! 
and aſk mercy of the Lord. 5 As for me, O WA 
father, I call upon thee for a witneſs over the mo- Lore 
ther of theſe children, which would not keep my ol 
| | 
| | | mere 
PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. J. ty © 
As we find in this book, and in many other human compoſitions, an them 
of truth and falſchood, we ſhould ſo much the more prize the ſacrec mall g 
tures, which are handed down to us pure and unadulterated. 33 
rARAPHR ASE, EXPOSITION, ax» COMMENT * 
| ut vv 


Caar. II. Ver, 1. Thus faith the Lord, 1 brought this people un 
&c.] This chapter begins with a farther complaint of God again * 
ple of Iſrael; and the Almighty, Who is always merciful and 106% 


mankind, and who delighteth not in the death of a finner, {ends ef 
grateful! 1 


1POCR HA. C H A P. II. III. De Saviour foretold and promiſed. (15 


1 


covenant, 6 That thou bring them to confu- ] nought, and deſpiſed the commandment of the 
ſion, and their mother to a ſpoil, that there may | Lord. 34 And therefore 1 w unto you, O ye 
be no offspring of them. 7 Let them be ſcat-| heathen, that hear and underſta 


tered abroad among the heathen, let their names 


», my || covenant. 8 Woe be unto thee, Aſſur, thou 
- that hideſt the unrighteous in thee! O thou wicked 
people, remember * what I did into Sodom an. 
Gomorrha; . 
pitch and heaps of aſhes : even fo alſo will I do 

unto them that hear me not! ſaith the Alinighty 

Lord. ; | 

10 Thus ſaith the Lord unto Eſdras, Lell my 

2 people that I will give them the kingdom of Je- 
ruſalem, which I would have given unto lirael. 

it Their glory alſo will 1 take unto me, and 
give theſe ® the everlaſting tabernacles, which 1 

1 Pad prepared for thern. - 12 'T hey ſhall have 
the tree of lite for an ointment of {weert favour ; 
n they ſhall neither labour, nor be weary. 13 Go, 
and ye ſhall receive: pray for tew davs unto you, 
4: that they may be ſhortened : „the kingdom 1s al- 
ready prepared for you: watch. 14 Take hea- 
pen and earth to witneſs ; for I have broken the 
evil in pieces, and created the good: for I live, 
faith the Lord. 15 Mother, embrace thy chil- 

g ren, and bring them up with gladnefs, make 
their feet as faſt as a pillar: for | have choſen 
*” thee, faith the Lord. 16 And thoſe that be dead 
will I raiſe up again from their places, and bring 
them out of the graves : for | have known || my 
{ name in Iſrael. 17 Fear not, thou mother of the 
children: for I have choſen thee, faith the Lord. 
18 For thy help will Lend my ſervants Elay and 
Jeremy, after whoſe counſel I have ſanctified and 
prepared for thee twelve trees laden with divers 
fruits, 19 And as many fonntains flowing with 
milk and honey, and ſeven mighty mountains, 
whereupon there grow roles and lilies, whereby 

[ will fill thy children with joy. 20 Do right to 
the widow, - judge for the fatherlels, give to the 
poor, defend the orphan, clothe the naked, 21 
Heal the broken and the weak, laugh not a lame 
man to ſeorn, defend the maimed, and let the 
blind man come into the ſight of my clearneſs. 


10 
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„ Whereloever * thou findelt the dead, || rake them 
and bury them, and I will give thee the firſt place 
in my reſurrection. 24 Abide ſtill, O my peo- 
ple, and take thy relt, for thy quietneſs ſhall 
come, 25 Nouriſh thy children, O thou good 
n nurſe; {tabliſh their feet. 26 * As for the ſer- 
vants whom I have given thee, there ſhall not 
one of them periſh ; tor I will require them from 
among thy number. 27 Be not weary: for 
when the day of trouble and heavineſs cometh, 
others ſhall weep and be ſorrowful, but thou 
ſhalt be merry and have abundance, © 28 The 
heathen ſhall envy thee, but they ſhall be able to 
do nothing againſt thee, ſaith the Lord. 29 M 
lands ſhall cover thee, fo that thy children ſhall 
nt lee hell. 30 Be joyful, O thou mother, with 
thy children; for 1 will deliver thee, faith the 
-ord, 31. Remember thy children that ſleep, 
tor | ſhall bring them out of the ſides of the 
earth, and ſhew mercy unto them: for 1 am 
mercitul, faith the Lord Almighty. 32 Embrace 
| Ay children until I come and || ſhew mercy unto 
mm: for my wells run over, and my grace 
all not fail, : 
33 1 Efdras received a charge of the Lord up- 
8 the mount Oreb, that I ſhould go unto Iſrael; 
t when 1 came unto them, they ſet me at 


. 4 1 N 0 man of a high flature.] Theſe words contain a clear 
Wal eſſiah, who, according to the opinion of the Jews, was to 
n his exterior appearance, as accompliſhed in his intellectual 


be put out of the earth: for _ have deſpiſed 
1 


9 Whoſe land lieth in clods of 


22 Keep the old and young within thy walls. 23 


- 


nd, look for your 
Shepherd, he ſhall give you“ everlaſting reſt; for Math, 
he is nigh at hand, that ſhalt come in the end of“ 
the world. 35 Be ready to the reward of the 
kingdom, for the everlaſting light ſhall ſhine 

upon you for evermore. 36 Flee the ſhadow i : ca. -, 
ot this world, receive the joyfulneſs of your . 
glory: I teſtify my Saviour openly. 37 O re- 

ceive the gift that is given you, and be glad, giving 
thanks unto him that hath called you to the he 

venly kingdom. 38 Ariſe up and ſtand, behold 

the* number of thoſe that be ſealed || in the fealt * Rev 7- 
of the Lord; 0 
ſhadow of the world, and“ have received glori- 
ous garments of the Lord. 40 'T'ake thy number, kev.19. 9. 
O Sion, and f ſhut up thoſe of thine that are” , 
cloathed in white, which have fulfilled the law off Lu. 
the Lord. 41 The number of thy children, 2 
whom thou longedlt for, is fulfilled : beſeech the une. 
1 of the Lord, that thy people, which have 

een called from the beginning, may be hallowed, 

2 *] Eſdras faw upon the mount Sion a great » Rev.7-9. 
people, whom I could not number, and they all 
praiſed the Lord with ſongs. 43 And in the 
midſt of them there was a young man of a high 
ſtature, taller than all the reſt, and upon every 
one of their heads he ſet crowns, and was more 
exalted ; which I marvelled at greatly. 44 * So Þ Rev. 7- 
I aiked the angel, and ſaid, || Sir, what are theſe ? 155 
45 He anſwered and ſaid unto me, ITheſe be they 4. 
that have put off the mortal clothing, and put on 
the immortal, and have confeſſed the name of 
God: now are they crowned, and receive palms. 

46 Then faid I unto the angel, What young per- 

ſon is it that crowneth them, and giveth them 
palms in their hands? 47 So he anſwered and 

{aid unto me, * It is the Son of God, whom they q Rev. 2. 
have confeſſed in the world. Ihen began I greatly '* 

to commend them that ſtood fo ſtifly for the 
name of the Lord. 48 Then the angel ſaid 

unto me, Go thy way, and tell my people what 


manner of things, and how great wonders of the 
Lord thy God, thou halt (cen. 


CHAPTER II. 


1 Eſdras, troubled in thought, expoftulateth with God, 
confeſſing the ſins of the people, but complaining that 
the heathen were lords over them. 
N the thirtieth year after the ruin of the city 
1 I was in Babylon, and lay troubled upon my 
bed, and my thoughts came up over my heart : 
2 For I ſaw the deſolation of Sion, and the 
wealth of them that dwelt at Babylon. 3 And 
my ſpirit was ſore moved, ſo that I began to 
{peak words full of fear to the Moſt High, and 
ſaid, 4 O Lord, who bearelt rule, thou ſpakeſt 
at the beginning, when thou didſt plant the earth, 
and that thyſelf alone, and commandedſt the peo- 
ple, 5 And gavelt a body unto Adam without Gen: 2.7. 
{oul, which was the workmanſhip of thine hands, 
and didſt breathe into him the breath of life, 
and he was made living before thee. 6 And thou 
leddeſt him into paradiſe, which thy right-hand 
had planted, before ever the earth came || for- or, 
ward. 7 And unto him thou gaveſt command- *, 
ment to love thy way: which he tranſgreſſed, 
and immediately thou appointedlt death in him 
and in his generations, of whom came nations, 
tribes, people, and kindreds, out of number, 8 
And e every people walked after their own will, ven. 6. 
and did wonderful things before thee, and deſpiſed '*: 


_— 


1 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 
If we are merciful tv thoſe who ſtand in need of our aſſiſtance, God will 
ſhew mercy unto us : he will caſt a veil over our weakneſs, 


4 . and forgive 
thoſe failings which ariſe from a miſtaken judgment. en 


PARAPHRAS E. 


39 Which are departed from the f . 


16] Sins confeſſed, and ſufferings lamented. II. 


— 


ES DR A8. 


| [APOCRY PHH. ; 


e Gen. 7. thy commandments. 9 And again in proceſs 
85 > time thou broughtelt the flood upon thoſe 
that dwelt in the world, and . bunny them. 
10 And it came to paſs in every of them, that as 
death was to Adam, ſo was the flood to theſe. 
11 Nevertheleſs one of them thou lefteſt, namely, 
41 Pet. 3. Noah * with his houſhold, of whom came. all 
*% * righteous men. 12 And it happened, that when 
they that dwelt upon the earth began to multi- 
ply, and had gotten them many children, and 
were a great 8 they began again to be 
more ungodly than the firſt. | 


12 Now when they lived ſo wickedly before | ns rr 
Jy 1 thou didſt chuſe thee a man from among De angel fh:weth Eſdras his inability to comprehend 
14 Him} 


5 thou lovedlt, and to him only thou ſhewedlt thy 


ben. x3. them, whoſe name was Abraham. 
will: 15 And madeſt an everlaſting covenant 
with him, promiſing him that thou wouldeſt ne- 
g Gen. 21- ver forſake his ſeed. 16 And unto him thou 


de. af. gavelt Iſaac, and ” unto Ilaac alſo thou gaveſt Ja- 
3;.26 cob and Eſau, As for Jacob, thou did{t choole 


denn him to thee, and put by Eſau: and fo Jacob be- 
Rom-9- came a great multitude. 17 And it came to 


73.4. paſs, that when thou leddeſt his ſeed out of 
10. 1. gypt, thou broughteſt them up to the mount 
b Süml. 18 And bowing the heavens, thou didit 
ſet faſt the earth, movedſt the whole world, and 
madeſt the depths to tremble, and troubledſt the 

men of that age. 19 And thy glory went through 

four gates, of fire, and of earthquake, and of 

wind, and of cold; that thou mightelt give the 

$Or, an! law unto the ſeed of Jacob, || and diligence unto 


P51. the generation of Iſrael. 20 And yet tookeſt 
%, thou not away from them a wicked heart, that 
eli lg thy law might bring forth fruit in them. 21 For 
A, The firſt Adam bearing a wicked heart tranſ- 

greſſed, and was overcome; and ſo be all they 
that are born of him. 22 Thus infirmity was 
made permanent; and the law — in the heart 
of the people with the malignity of the root; ſo 
that the good departed away, and the evil abode 
till. 

23 So the times paſſed away, and the years 
were brought to an end: ; then didſt thou raiſe 
thee up a ſervant, called David: 24 Whom 
thou commandedlt to build a city unto thy name, 
and to offer incenſe and oblations unto thee 
therein. 25 When this was done many years, 
then they that inhabited the city forſook thee, 
26 And in all things did even as Adam and all 
his generations had done : for they alſo had a 
wicked heart: 27 And fo thou gaveſt thy city 
over into the hands of thine enemies. 20 Are 
their deeds then any better that inhabit Babylon, 
that they ſhould therefore have the dominion 
over Sion? 29 For when I came thither, and 
had ſeen impieties without number, then m 
ſoul ſaw many evil-doers in this thirtieth year, fo 
that my heart failed me. 30 For I have ſeen 
how thou ſuffereſt them ſinning, and haſt ſpared 
wicked doers : and haſt deftroyed thy people, 
and haſt preſerved thine enemies, and haſt not 
ſignified it. 31 | I do not remember how this 
way may be left: Are they then of Babylon 
better than they of Sion? 32 Or is there any 
other people that knoweth thee beſide Iſrael? or 
what generation hath ſo believed thy covenants 
as Jacob? 33 And yet their reward appeareth 
not, and their labour hath no fruit : for I have 
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| Or, 
1 conceive. 


And ſaid, Ihy heart 
world, and thinkeſt thou to comprehend 


| canſt declare me one, I will ſhew thee alſo the 


canſt not 


| grown up with thee, canſt thou not know; 11 


en, and [ 


one here and there — the heath 
and think not upon 0 


ee that they ſ flow in wealt 


thy commandments. 34 Weigh thou dre 
our wickedneſs now in the — Kr ord . 
alſo that dwell in the world; and fo ſhall thy 
name no-where be found but in Iſrael. 4 
when was it that they which dwell u 
earth have not ſinned in thy ſight ? 
ple have ſo kept thy comma 
ſhalt find that Iſrael by 
cepts; but not the heat hen. 


5 rr 
pon the | 
x1 what peo- 4 

ments? 36 "Thou N 
name hath kept thy pre- 9 


CHAPTER IV. 


God's ways, and adviſeth him not to meddle with 


things above his reach, &c. 


AND the angel that was ſent unto me, whoſe 
name was Uriel, gun me an anſwer, 2 

ath gone too far in this 

of the Moſt High? 3 Then faid 1, Ye ew 
lord. And he anſwered me, and ſaid, I am — 
to ſhew thee three ways, and to ſet forth three 
ſimilitudes before thee: 4 Whereof if thou 


way that thou deſireſt to ſee, and I ſhall ſhew 
thee from whence the wicked heart cometh, 
And | faid, Tell on, my lord. Then ſaid To 
unto me, Go thy way, weigh me the weight of 
the fire, or meaſure me the blaſt of the wind. or 
call me again the day that is paſt. 6 Then an- 
ſwered 1 and ſaid, What man 1s able to do that 
that thou ſhouldeſt alk ſuch things of me? 
And he ſaid unto me, If I ſhould aſk thee Ws 
rent dwellings are in the midſt of the ſea, or 
o many ſprings are in the beginning of the 


deep, or how many ſprings are above the firma. © 
ment, or which are the outgoings of paradiſe : y 
8 Peradventure thou wouldeſt tay unto me, !! b 
never went down into the deep, nor as yet into V 


hell, neither did I ever climb up into heaven. 
9 Nevertheleſs now have I aſked thee but only of 
the fire and wind, and of the da wherethrough 
thou haſt paſſed, and of things from which thou 
leparated, and yet canſt thou give 
me no anſwer of them. 10 He ſaid moreover 
unto me, Thine own things, and ſuch as are 


ow ſhould thy veſſel then be able to compre- 
hend the way of the Higheſt, and, the world be- 
ing now outwardly corrupted, to underſtand the | 
corruption || that is evident in my ſight? 121% 
Then ſaid I unto him, It were better that wen. 
were not at all, than that we ſhould live {till in 
wickednels, and to ſuffer, and not to know where- 
fore. 13 He anſwered me, and ſaid, I went into 
a foreſt into a plain, and the * trees took counſel.: 
14 And ſaid, Come, let us go and make war 
againſt the ſca, that it may depart away before“ 
us, and that we may make us more woods. 15 
The floods of the lea alſo in like manner took 
counſel, and ſaid, Come, let us go up and ſubdue 
the woods of the plain, that there allo we may 
make us another country. 16 The thought ot 
the wood was in vain, for the fire came and coit- 
ſumed it. 17 The thought of the floods of the 
lea came likewiſe to nought, for the ſand ſtood 
up and ſtopped them. 18 If thou wert judge 
now betwixt thele two, whom wouldeſt thou be- 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, and COMMENTARY. 
Cure. III. Ver. 28. Are their deeds, then, any better that inhabit Baby- 


lon? | As E(dras, in the preceding verſes, had related ſeveral inſtances of 


God's mercy, ia pardoning the numerous tranſgreſſions of the houſe of Ja- 
cob; he thèrefore now proceeds, ſomewhat too raſhly to complain, that the 
heathens, who hell the ſ-ed of Abraham 'n ſubjection, were more addicted to 
wick-oAneſs than the Iſraelites theme | | 


PRACTICAL REL LECTIONS on Chap. III. 


me palages in this chapter the us the ſtriking difference there is between 


— — 


human compoſitions and the divinely-inſpired writings ; which ſhow 
us ſericully and attentively to peruſe the one, while we regard the c 


a more indifferent eye. 2 "on 

; 4 dat den 

| PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, asv COMMENTABBS,,,..* 

Caray. IV. Ver. 1. The angel that was ſent unto mee] The pick i the x 

ving ſpoken too haſtily, the angel was ordered to give him a antwer Rac 
he accordingly does, and reproves him for endeavouring to comp" 2 

Ve 3 


teries which were above the reach of human underſtanding. 


— —— ——_ * 
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CRT PHA. 
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Signs of the times to come. [17 


F” vin. to juſtify ? or waom wouldeſt thou con- 
demu? 
N | anſwered and faid, Verily it is a fooliſh 
„ thought that, they both have deviſed, for || the 


ath bis place to bear his floods. 20 Then an- 
- fyered he me, and faid, I hou haſt given a right 
judgment, but why judgeſt thou not thyſelf allo ? 
„For like as|| the ground is given unto the 
„ wood, and the ſea to his floods: even ſo * they 
-5 that dwell upon the earth may underſtand no- 


= that dwelleth upon the heavens may only under- 
ſtand the things that are above the height of the 
heavens. 22 Then anſwered I and ſaid, 
ſeech thee, O Lord, let me have underſtanding : 
:3 For it was not my mind to be curious of the 


6 lich things, but of ſuch as paſs by us daily, 
i namely, wherefore Iſracl is given up as a re- 
oY proach to the heathen, and for what caule the 
* people whom thou haſt loved is given over unto 


ungodly nations, and why the law of our forefa- 
thers is brought to nought, and the written cove- 
„ hams come || to none effect, 24 And we pals 
ray ont of the world as graſshoppers ; and our 
life is a{toniſmnent and fear, and we are not wor- 
thy to obtain mercy. 25 What will he then do 
unto his name whereby we are called? of theic 
things have I aſked. 26 Then anſwered he me, 
and ſaid, Ihe more thou ſcarcheſt, the more thou 
halt marvel ; for the world haſteth faſt to paſs 
away, 27 And cannot comprehend the things 
that are promiſed to the righteous in time to 
come: for © this world is full of unrighteouſneſs 
and infirmities. 28 But as concerning the things 
whereof thou aſke{t me, I will tell thee; for the 
evil is ſown, but the deſtruction thereof is not 
yet come. 29 It therefore that which is ſown 
be not turned upſide down, and if the place 
where the evil is fown paſs not away, then can- 
not it come that is fown with good. 30 For 
the grain of evil ſeed hath been ſown in the 
heart of Adam from the beginning, and how 
much ungodlineſs hath it brought up unto this 
time? and how much ſhall it yet bring forth 
until the || time of threſhing come? 31 Ponder 
now by thyſelf, how great fruit of wickedneſs 
the grain of evil ſeed hath brought forth. 32 
And when the-ears ſhall be cut down, which are 
without number, how great a floor ſhall they 
ll? 33 Then I anſwered and ſaid, How, and 


e 
510 when ſhall theſe things come to pals? wherefore 
ow re our years few and evil? 34 And he anſwered 


me, ſaying, Do not thou haſten above the Moſt 
Hiphelt : for thy haſte is in vain to be above him, 
for thou haſt much exceeded. 3 5 Did not the 
louls alſo of the righteous aſk queſtion of theſe 
things in their chambers, ſaying, How long ſhall 
| hope on this faſhion ? when cometh the fruit of 
ne floor of our reward? 36 And unto theſe 
things Uriel the archangel gave them anſiver, 
nd laid, Even when the number of ſeeds is filled 
you: for he hath weighed the world in the 
balance, 37 By meaſure hath he meaſured the 
umes, and by number hath he numbered the 
ues; and he doth not move nor ſtir them, un- 
til the ſame meaſure be fulfilled, 
38 Then anſwered I and ſaid, O Lord that 
welt rule, even we all are full of impiety. 39 
and for our ſales peradventure it is that the 
vors of the righteous are not filled, becauſe of 


5. er not the fou!; of the righttous, &c.] Both Jews and heathens 
Ba departed fouls knew what happened in this world; and ſeveral 


2 have thought that the ſpirits of departed friends will know 
in the next life, | | | 


RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on-Chap. IV. 
Wt arg | 


OD ſtate of mortality, we can never comprehend the ways 


. one is given unto the wood, and the ſea alſo 
* 


thing but that which is upon the earth: and he 


1 be- 


withdraw iticlf into his ſecret chamber, 


the ſins of them that dwell upon the earth. 40 
So he anſwered me, and faid, Go thy way to a 
woman with child, and aſk of her when the hath 
fulfilled her nine months, if her womb may keep 
the birth any longer within her. 41 "Then taid 
I, No, Lord, that can ſhe not. And he ſaid unto 
me, In the grave the chambers of ſouls are like 
the womb of a woman: 42 For like as a wo- 
man that travaileth maketh haſte to eſcape the 
neceſlity of the travail: even ſo do thele places 
haſte to deliver thoſe things that are committed 
unto them. 43 From the beginning, look, what 
thou deſireſt to ſee, it ſhall be ſhewed thee. 44 
Then anſwered I and faid, if J have found favour 
in thy ſight, and if it be poſlible, and it ] be meet 
therefore, 45 Shew me then whether there be 
more to come than is palt, or more paſt than is 

to come. 46 What is palt I know, bor what is 

tor to come I know not. 47 And he taid unto 

me, Stand up upon the right fide, and I ſhall ex- 
pound the ſimilitude unto thee. 48 So | ſtood, 

and ſaw, and, behold, an hot burning oven paſted 

by before me: and it happened, that when the 
flame was gone by I looked, and, behold, the 
imoke remained {till, 49 After this there paſlod 

by before me a watery cloud, and fent down 
much rain with a ſtorin; and when the ſtormy 

rain was palt, the drops remained 1till; 50 Then 

ſaid he unto me, Conſider with thyſelf; as the 

rain is more than the drops, and as the fire is 
greater than the ſmoke ; but the drops and the 
ſmoke remain behind : ſo the || quantity which is | Or, 
paſt did more exceed. 51 Then I prayed, and“ 
laid, May 1 live, thinkelſt thou, until that time? 

or || what ſhall happen in thoſe days? 52 He an-q or, wi. 
ſwered me, and ſaid, As for the tokens whereot {4% 7 
thou aſkelt me, I may tell thee of them in part : U. 
but as touching thy life, I am not lent to ſhew 
thee; for I do not know it. 


CHAP IER-YV. 


1 The ſions of the times to come. 16 Eſdras ſendeth 
Sulathiel away, and faſtth ſeven days, O. 
Evertheleſs as concerning the tokens, be- 

IN hold, the days ſhall come, that they which 

dwell upon earth || fhall be taken in a great} 0” Patt 

number, and the way of truth fhall be hidden, wits great 
and the fand ſhall be barren of faith. 2 But * inj- T0 

quity ſhall be increaſed above that which now 24. 12. 

thou fecſt, or that thou halt heard long ago. 3 

And the land, || tha: thou ſceſt now to have root, || Or, 14«e 

ſhalt thou ſee watted ſuddenly. 4 But if the hee 

Moſt High grant theeto live, thou ſhalt fee after «rd l. 

the third trumpet that the Jun hall ſuddenly 

ſhine again in the night, and the moon thrice in 

the day: 5 And blood fhall drop out of wood, 

and the {tone ſhall give huis voice, and the people 

{hail be troubled: 6 Aud cven he fthall rule, 

whom they look not for that dweil upon the 

earth, and the fowls {hall take their flight away 

together: 7 And the Sodomitiſh fea ſhall cait 

cut fiſh, and make a noiſe in the night, which 

many have not known: but they fhall all hear 

the voice thereof, 8 There ſhall be a contuſion 

alſo in many places, and the fire ſhall be oft || tent | Oc, 

f . f f * 1rbed. 
out again, and the wild beaſts ſhall change their 

places, and menſtruous women ſhall bring forth 

monſters: 9 And fait waters thall be toun un 

the ſweet, and all friends ſhall deſtroy one ano- 

ther; then ſhall wit hide itſelf, and underſtandiug 

10 And 


_—_— 


of divine 'providence ; and therefore it is our duty humbly to admire and 


adore God, who acts towards us as rational and account able creatures, 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, avyv COMMENTARY, 

Char. V. Ver. 1. Nevertheleſs as concerning the tokens, &c. juſtice 
and truth being wholly baniſhed from the land, God gives tokens of his von- 
geance to come. This the prophet ſaw in viſion, and was excecchagly ter- 


rified, but is iupporte1 and comfortæd by an angel. 


Ver. 46. 


= 


ä — 


18%. God's judoments unſearchable. 47S; op 


* 08 PER * 


U. ESD RAS. 


She. 


2 LO RH. 


ſhall be ſought of many, and yet not be found: 
then ſhall unrighteouſneſs and incontinency be 
multiplied upon earth. 11 One land alſo ſhall 
aſk another, and ſay, Is righteouſneſs that maketh 
a man righteous gone through thee ? And it 
ſhall ſay, No. 12 At the fame time ſhall men 
hope, but nothing obtain: they ſhall labour, but 
10r, their ways ſhall not || proſper. 13 To ſhew thee 
Gretel. ſuch tokens I have leave; and if thou wilt pray 
again, and weep as now, and faſt ſeven days, thou 
ſhalt hear yet greater things. 14 Then I 
awaked, and an extreme fearfulneſs went through 
all my body, and my mind was troubled, ſo that 
it fainted. 15 So the angel that was come to 
talk with me held me, comforted me, and ſet me 
upon my feet. 16 And in the fecond night it 
came to pals, that Salathiel the captain of the 
ople came unto me, ſaying, Where haſt thou 
— ? and why is thy countenance ſo heavy? 17 
Knowelt thou not that Iſrael is committed unto 
thee in the land of their captivity? 18 Up then, 
and eat bread, and fo ſake us not, as the ſhepherd 
that leaveth his flock in the hands of cruel wolves. 
19 Then ſaid | unto him, Go thy ways from me, 
and come not nigh me. And he heard what 1 
ſaid, and went from me. 20 And ſo I faſted ſe- 
ven days, mourning and weeping, like as Uriel 
the angel commanded me. 

21 And after ſeven days ſo it was, that the 
thoughts of my heart were very grievous unto 
me again, 22 And my ſoul recovered the ſpirit 
of underſtanding, and I began to talk with the 
Moſt High again, 23 And faid, O Lord that 
beareſt rule, of every wood of the earth, and of 
all the trees thereof, thou halt choſen thee one 
only vine: 24 And of all lands of the whole 
world thou haſt choſen thee one pit: and of all 
the flowers thereof one lily: 25 And of all 
the depths of the fea thou haſt filled thee one 
river: and of all builded cities thou haſt hallowed 
Sion unto thyſelf: 26 And of all the fowls that 
are created thou haſt named thee one dove : and 
of all the cattle that are made thou haſt provided 
thee one ſheep: 27 And among all the multi- 
tudes of people thou haſt gotten thee one peo- 
ple: and unto this people, whom thou lovedit, 
thou gaveſt a law that is approved of all. 28 

| And now, O Lord, why haſt thou given this one 
1 Or, eue, People over unto many? and || upon the one root 
haſt thou prepared others, and why haſt thou 
ſcattered thy only one people among many? 29 
And they which did gainſay thy promiſes, and 
believed not thy covenants, have trodden them 
down. 30o If thou didſt ſo much hate thy pou 
ple, yet ſhouldeſt thou puniſh them with thine 
own hands. 31 Now when I had ſpoken theſe 
words, the angel that came to me the night afore 
was {ent unto me, 32 And ſaid unto me, Hear 
me, and I will inſtruct thee ; hearken to the thing 
that 1 ſay, and I ſhall tell thee more, 33 And I 
ſaid, Speak on, my Lord. Then ſaid he unto 
me, Thou art ſore troubled in mind for Iſrael's 
» «. $.47- ſake : * lovelt thou that people better than he that 
made them? 34 And I ſaid, No, Lord: but of 
very grief have I ſpoken : for my reins pain me 
every hour, while I labour to comprehend the 
way of the Moſt High, and to ſeek out part of 
his judgment. 35 nd he ſaid unto me, Thou 
canſt not. And I faid, Wherefore, Lord? where- 
unto was 1 born then ? or why was not my mo- 
ther's womb then my grave, that I might not 
have ſeen the travail of Jacob, and the weari- 
ſome toil of the {ſtock of Iſrael? 36 And he 


— 


not yet come, gather me together the 

are ſcattered * make * the flo one 
1072 that are withered, 37 Open me the places 
that are cloſed, and bring me forth the winds 
that in them are ſhut up, ſhew me the image of a 
voice: and then I will declare to thee the thin 

that thou laboureſt to know. 38 And! faid, O 
Lord that bearelt rule, who may know theſ- 
things, but he that hath not his dwelling with « a 14 
men ? As for me, I am unwiſe : how may | 7 
then fpeak, of theſe things whereof thou alte 
me? 40 Then ſaid he unto me, Like as thou 
canſt do none of theſe things that I have ſpoken 
of, even ſo canſt thou not find out my judgment 

or in the end the love that I have promiſed unto 
my people. 41 And ] faid, Behold, O Lord yet 
art thou nigh unto them that be reſerved till the 
end: and what ſhall they do that have been be. 
fore me, or we that be now, or they that ſhall 
come after us? 

42 And he ſaid unto me, I will liken my judg- 
ment unto a ring: like as there is no ſlackneſs of 
the laſt, even ſo there is no ſwiftneſs of the firſt. 
43 So I an{wered and ſaid, Couldeſt thou not 
make thoſe that have been made, and be now 

and that are for to come, at once; that thou 
mighteſt ſhew thy judgment the ſooner? 44 
'Fhen anſwered he me, and ſaid, I'he creature 
may not halte above the maker: neither may 
the world hold them at once that ſhall be created 
therein. 45 And J faid, As thou haft ud to 
thy ſervant, that thou, which giveſt life to all 

halt given life at once to the creature that thou 
halt created, and the creature bare it: even ſo 
it might now alſo bear them that now be preſent 
at once. 46 And he ſaid unto me, Aſk the womb 
of a woman, and ſay unto her, If thou bringelt 
forth children, why doſt thou it not together, 
but one after another? pray her therefore to 
bring forth ten children at once. 47 And] ſaid, 
She cannot : but mult do it by diſtance of time. 
48 Then ſaid he unto me, Even ſo have I gien h; 
the womb of the earth to thoſe that be ſown in 
it in their times. 49 For like as a young child 


laid unto me, Number me the things that are 7 
. 


95 
#4 


may not bring forth the things that belong to the lik 
aged, even lo have | diſpoſed the world which I Br 
created. 50 And I aſked, and ſaid, Seeing thou Ni 
haſt now given me the way, I will proceed 10 ſpeak 19 
before thee: for our mother, of whom thou haſt WI 
told me that ſhe is young, draweth now nigh un 
unto age. 51 He anſwered me, and ſaid, Aſb a ſh; 
woman that beareth children, and ſhe ſhall tell ſh: 
thee. 52 Say unto her, Wherefore are not they Wi 
whom thou haſt now brought forth like thoſe op 
that were before, but leſs of ſtature? 53 And all 
ſhe ſhall anſwer thee, They that be born in the old 
ſtrength of youth are of one faſhion, and they chi 
that are bora in the time of age, when the womb or 
faileth, are otherwiſe. 54 Conſider thou there: rai 
fore alſo, how that ye are leſs of ſtature than app 
thoſe that were before you. 55 And ſo are they be 

that come after you lets than ye, as the creatures oiy 
which now begin to be old, and have paſſed over the 
the ſtrength of youth. 56 Then faid I, Lord, | ſhal 
beſeech thee, if I have found favour in thy fight, mie 
ſhew thy ſervant by whom thou viſiteſt thy cre that 
ture. | lhal] 

CHAPTER VI. 0 


I 2 is taught that God's pur poſe is eternal. 7 
The next world ſhall follow this immediately. 1 
ll hat ſball fall out in the latter times, ©. 


© Yar as And he ſaid, Aft the womb, &c.) We have here a moſt beauti- 
ful comment on the wiſe conduct of divine providence, whereby all his per- 
ſections and attributes will be everlaſtingly glorified, 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS o Chap. I; 
| The Jews univerſally believed that they ſhould never be cf, 
vered from a ſtate of ſlavery, till that glorious Perſonage came 


1 


| them, wha has been promiſed to their anceſtors many 33% © M 


70 CK 7 P HA.] NA . M. Efdras is promiſed more knowledge. [19 
ND he faid unto. me, In the beginning, | men that are received ſhall fee it, who have not 
N when the | earth was made, before the bor- talted death from their birth : and the heart of 


ders of the world ſtood, or ever the winds blew, 
Before it chundered and lightened, or everhe 
foundations of paradiſe were laid, 3 Before the 
fir Aowers were ſeen, or ever the moveable 
powers were eſtabliſhed, before the innumerable 
multitude of angels were gathered together, 4 
Or ever the heights of the air were lifted up, 
before the meaſures of the firmament were 
named, or ever the chimneys in Sion were hot, 
; And ere the preſent years were ſought out, 
and or ever the inventions of them that now fin 
were turned, before they were ſealed that have 
gathered faith for a treature: 6 Then did I con- 
ider theſe things, and they all were made through 
me alone, and through none other: by me alſo 
they ſhall be ended, and by none other. 7 Then 
anſwered I] and faid, What fhall be the parting 
alunder of the times? or when ſhall be the end 
of the firlt, and the begining of it that follow: 
eth? 8 And he ſaid unto me, From Abraham 
unto Iſaac, when Jacob and Hau were born of 
him, Jacob's hand held || i:rit the heel of Eſau. 

9 For Eſau is the end of the world, and aa is 
the beginning of it that fulloweth. 10 The hand 
of man is betwixt the heel and the hand: other 
que{tion, Eſdras, alk thou not. 

11 1] anſwered then and ſaid, O Lord that bear- 
eſt rule, if ] have found favour in thy fight, 12 
beſcech thee, ſhew thy ſervant the end of thy 
tokens, whereof thou ſhewedſt me part the laſt 
night. 13 So he anſwered and faid unto me, 
Stand up upon thy feet, and hear a mighty ſound- 
ing voice. 14 And it ſhall be as it were a great 
motion; but the place where thou ſtandeſt ſhall 
not be moved. 15 And therefore when it ſpeak- 

eth, be not afraid: for the word is of the end, 
and the foundation of the carth is underſtood. 
10 And why? becauſe the ſpeech of theſe things 
trembleth and is moved: for it knoweth that the 
end of theſe things mult be changed. 17 And it 
happened, that when I had heard it I ſtood up 
upon my feet, and hearkened, and, behold, there 
was a Voice that ſpake, and the found of it was 
like the found of many waters. 18 And it ſaid, 
Pehold, the days come, that 1 will begin to draw 
nigh, and to viſit them that dwell upon the earth, 
19 And will begin to make inquiſition of them, 
what they be that have hurt unjuſtly with their 
unrighteouſneſs, and when the affliction of Sion 

ſhall be fulfilled; 20 And when the world, that 
hall begin to vaniſh away, ſhall be || finiſhed, then 
will 1 ſhew theſe tokens: the books ſhall be 
opened before the firmament, and they ſhall fee 
all together: 21 And the children of a year 
old ſhall ſpeak with their voices, the women with 
child ſhall bring forth untimely children of three 
or four months old, and they ſhall live, and be 
raiſed up. 22 And ſuddenly ſhall the ſown places 
appear unſown, the full ſtore-houſes ſhall ſuddenly 
be found empty: 23 And * the trumpet ſhall 
give a found, which when every man heareth, 
they ſhall be ſuddenly afraid. 24 At that time 
hall friends fight one againſt another like ene- 
mies, and the earth ſhall ſtand in fear with thoſe 
that dwell therein, the ſprings of the fountains 
Mall ſtand till, and in three hours they ſhall not 
mn, 25 Whoſoever remaineth from all theſe 
that I have told thee ſhall eſcape, and ſee my ſal- 
vation, and the end of your world. 26 And the 
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C 5 Yer „. And he ſaid antes one, In the beginning, &c.] Eſdras 
ore N at the purpoſes of the Almighty are eternal, without limits 

has, when Ip ſubſiſted before the world was called from its primi- 
night 


had ſpread her ſable mantle over the pathlaſs * 


the inhabitants ſhall be changed, and turned into 
another meaning. 27 For evil ſhall be put out, 
and deceit ſhall be quenched. 28 As Ge faith, 
it ſhall flouriſh, corruption ſhall be overcome, 
and the truth, which have been ſo long without 
fruit, ſhall be declared. 29 And when he talked 
with me, behold, I looked by little and little 
upon him before whom I ſtood. 30 And theſe 
words faid he unto me; I am come to ſhew thee 
the time of the night to come. 31 If thou wilt 
pray yet more, and faſt ſeven days again, I ſhall 
tell thee greater things || by day than 1 have H. 43. 
heard. 32 For thy voice is heard before the ** 
Moſt High : for the Mighty hath ſeen thy righ- 
teous dealing, he hath feen alſo thy chaſtity, 
which thou haſt had ever ſince thy youth, 33 
And therefore hath he ſent me to ſhewthee all 
theſe things, and to ſay unto thee, Be of good 
comtort, and fear not. 34 And haſten not with 
the times that are paſt, to think vain things, that 
thou mayeſt not haſten from the latter times. 

35 And it came to pals after this, that I went 
again, and faſted ſeven days in like manner, that 
I might fulfil the three weeks which he told me. 
36 And in the eighth night was my heart vexed 
within me again, and I began to ſpeak before the 
Mott High. 37 For my ſpirit was greatly ſet on 
tire, and my ſoul was in diſtreſs. 38 And ! ſaid, 
O Lord, thou ſpakeſt from the beginning of the 
creation, even the firſt day, and ſaidſt thus ; © Let «Gen. 1. 1. 
heaven and earth be made; and thy word was a 
perfect work. 39 And then was the ſpirit, and 
darkneſs and filence were on every {ide ; the 
lound of man's voice was not yet formed. 40 
Then * commandedit thou a fair light to come 4 Gen-1-3- 
torth of thy treaſures, that thy work might ap- 
pear. 41 * Upon the ſecond day thou madeſt the « Gen.1.6. 
{pirit of the hrmament, and commandedit it to 
part aſunder, and ro make a diviſion betwixt the 
waters, that the one part might go up and the 
other remain beneath. 42 Upon the third day t.. 
thou didſt command that the waters ſhould be 
gathered in the ſeventh part of the earth: ſix 
parts haſt thou dried up, and kept them, to the 
intent that of theſe ſome being planted of God 
and tilled might ſerve thee. 43 For as ſoon 
as thy word went forth, the work was made. 44 
For immediately there was great and innumera- 
ble fruit, and many and divers pleaſures tor the 
taſte, and flowers of unchangeable colour, and 
odours of wonderful ſmell : and this was done 
the third day. 45 Upon the fourth day thou e Gen. 1. 
commandedſt that the fun ſhould ſhine, and the“ 
moon give her light, and the ſtars ſhould be in 
order: 46 And gaveſt them a charge to do 
ſervice ® unto man, that was to be made. 47 Cen. 1. 
Upon the fifth day thou ſaidſt unto the ſeventh N 
part, where the waters were gathered, that it is. 
mould bring forth living creatures, fowls and , 
fiſhes: and ſo it came to paſs. 48 For the dumb 
water and without life brought forth living things 
at the commandment of God, that all people 
might praiſe thy wondrous works. 49 Then 
didſt thou ordain two living creatures, the one 
thou calledit || Enoch, and the other Leviathan; e 
50 And didſt ſeparate the one from the other: for 
the ſeventh part, namely, where the water was 
gathered together, might not hold them both, 
51 Unto Enoch thou gaveſt one part, which 


| Ke confuſion had erected her throne on the jarring particles of the uni- 


verſe. f 

Ver. 18. Behold the days come, & c.] The prophet is here informed, that 
the next world, the new heaven, and the new earth, ſhall ſucceed this imme- 
diately ; and what aſtoniſhing things ſhall happen, when this world ſhall be 
diſſolved, and time ſhall give place to eternity. | 
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20] Emtrances of this world narrow, Oc. 
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was dried up the third day, that he ſhould dwell 
in the ſame part, wherein are a thouſand hills : 
52 But unto Leviathan thou 7 the ſeventh 
art, namely, the moiſt; and haſt kept lim to 
bo devoured of whom thou wilt, and when. 53 
* Upon * the ſixth day thou gaveſt commandment 
unto the earth, that before thee it ſhould bring 
forth beaſts, cattle, and creeping things: 54 And 
after theſe, Adam alſo, whom thou madeſt lord 
of all thy creatures: of him come we all, and 
the people alſo whom thou halt choſen. 55 All 
this have I ſpoken before thee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou madeſt the world for our fakes. 56 As for 
the other people, which alſo come of Adam, thou 
haſt ſaid that they are nothing, but be like unto 
ſpittle : and haſt likened the abundance of them 
unto a drop that falleth from a veſſel. 57 And 
now, O Lord, behold, theſe heathen, which have 
ever been reputed as nothing, have begun to be 
lords over us, and to devour us. 58 But we thy 
people, whom thou haſt called thy firſt born, thy 
only begotten, and thy fervent lover, are given 
into their hands. 59 If the world now be made 
for our ſakes, why bo we not poſſeſs an inherit- 
_ with the world? how long ſhall this en- 
ure ? 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 The angel ſheweth that the entrances of this world 
or God's 


are narrow and difficult : he accounteth fo 


judgments ; 29 foretelleth Chriſt's death, &c. 


ND when J had made an end of ſpeaking 
theſe words, there was lent unto me the 
angel which had been ſent unto me the nights 
afore: 2 And he ſaid unto me, Up, Eſdras, and 
hear the words that 1 am come to tell thee. 
3 And I faid, Speak on, my God. Ihen ſaid he 
unto me, The fea is ſet in a wide place, that it 
might be deep and great. 4 But put the caſe 
the entrance were narrow, and like a river; 5 
Who then could go into the fea to look upon 
it, and to rule it? if he went not through the 
narrow, how could he come into the broad? 
6 There is alſo another thing; a city is bnilded, 
and ſet upon a broad field, and is full of all good 
things: 7 The entrance thereof is narrow, and 
is ſet in || dangerous place to fall, like as if there 
were a fire on the right-hand, and on the left a 
deep water: 8 And one only path between 
them both, even between the fire and the water, 
/o ſmall that there could but one man go there at 
once. 9 If this city now were given unto a man 
for an inheritance, if he never ſhall paſs the dan- 
ger ſet before it, how ſhall he receive this in- 
heritance? 10 And I ſaid, It is fo, Lord. Ihen 
{aid he unto me, Even fo allo is Iſrael's portion. 
11 Becauſe for their ſakes I made the world: 
and when Adam tranſgreſſed my ſtatutes, then 
was decreed that now is done. 12 Then were 
the entrances of this world made narrow, full of 
ſorrow and travail: they are but few and- evil, 
full of perils, and very painful. 13 For the en- 
trances of the || elder world were wide and ſure, 
and brought immortal fruit, 14 If then they 
that live labour not to enter theſe ſtrait and vain 
things, they can never receive thoſe that are laid 
up for them. 15 Now therefore why diſquieteſt 
thou thyſelf, ſeeing thou art bur a corruptible 
man? and why art thou moved, whereas thou 
art but mortal? 16 Why haſt thou not con- 
ſidered in thy mind this thing that is to come, 
rather than that which is preſent ? 


|| Or, 
Feep place. 


i} Or, f 
2 eater. 


beareſt rule, thou haſt ordained in thy lau 
the righteous ſhould inherit theſe things, but ti 
the ungodly ſhould periſh, 18 Neverthclet; a 
righteous ſhall ſuffer {trait things, and hope "2x 
wide : for they that have done wickedly * : 
ſuffered the {trait things, and yet ſhall lint fo. 
the wide. 19 And he ſaid unto me, 'I'here js _ 
judge above God, and none that hath under{tanq 
ing above the Higheſt. 20 Fer there be many 
that periſh in this life, becauſe they deſpile tlie. 
law of God that is {et before them. 21 For God 
hath given {trait commandment to ſuch as c | 
what they ſhould do to live, even 
and what they ſhould obſerve to avoid punith- 
ment. 22 Nevertheleſs they were not obedicn: 
unto him; but ſpake againſt him, and imagincd 
vain things; 23 And deccived themſelves by their 
wicked deeds; and ſaid of the Molt High, that 
he is not; and knew not his ways: 24 But his lun 
have they deſpiſed, and denied his covenants: in 
his ſtatutes have they not been faithful, and have 
not performed his works. 25 And therefore 
Eſdras, for the empty are empty things, and tor 
the full are the full things. 26 Behold, the 
time ſhall come, t!:at theſe tokeus which I have 
told thee ſhall come to pals, and the bride {11:21 
appear, and ſhe coming forth {hall be teen; thut 
now is withdrawn from the carth. 27 And who- 
loever is delivered from the fore ſaid evils {ll fie 
my wonders. 28 For my fon [clus {hall be re- 
vealed with thoſe that be with him, and they 
that remain ſhall rejoice within four hundred 
years. 29 After theſe years ſhall my fon Chritt 
die, and all men that have lite. 30 And the 


. that a ley 
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die 


as they came, 


world ſhall be turned into the old ſilence ſeven þ 
days, like as in the || former . judgments : to that 0.4 t 
no man ſhall remain. 31 And after ſeven das!“ \ 
the world, that yet awaketh not, ſhall be raiſed *. ir 
up, and that ſhall die that is corrupt. 32 And 6 
the earth ſhall reſtore thoſe that are aſleep in her, t 
and ſo ſhall the duſt thole that dwell in ſilence, þ 
and the ſecret places ſhall deliver thoſe ſouls that be 
were committed unto them. 33 And the Moit jo! 
cligh ſhall appear upon the feat of judgment, £ 
and milery ſhall pats away, and the ſong-ſuffer- th 
ing ſhall have an end: 34 But judgment only ha 
{hall remain, truth ſhall ſtand, and faith ſhall wax nt 
ſtrong: 35 And the work thall follow, and the tun 
reward {hail be ſhewed, and the good deeds fhall lor 
be of force, and wicked deeds ſhall bear no rule. tin 
36 Then faid I, » Abraham prayed firſt for the- rea 
Sodomites, and © Moles for the fathers that ianed;7, he 
in the wilderneſs: 37 * And Jetus after him tor and 
Iſrael in the time of || Achan: 38 Aud © Samuel,,. that 
and David for the deſtruction : and? Solomon ,% con 
for them that ſhouid come to the fanctuary ters cies, 
39 And Helias for thoſe that received rain; and; * that 
for the dead, that he might live: 40 And EZ. * tor * 
chias for the people in the time of Sennacherid:1* wii 
and many for many. 41 Even ſo now, leeings of tl 
corruption is grown up, and wickednels increaled, , not 
and the righteous have prayed for the ungodly:::1 Hou 
wherefore ſhall it not be ſo now allo ! l lis 1 
42 He anſwered me, and ſaid, I'his preſent tions 
life is not the end where much glory doth abide; adve 
therefore have they prayed for the weak. 43 But 
the day of doom ſhall be the end of this tim, Eſt 


and the beginning of the immortality for to come, 
wherein corruption is paſt, 44 Intemperance * 
at an end, infidelity is cut off, righteouſne> © 
grown, and truth is ſprung up. 45 Ihen ſhal 


no man be able to fave him that is delle. 
USL 


17 Then anſwered I and ſaid, O Lord that 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap, VI. 


It is our duty humbly to pray, that we may have right notions of God 
and religion. 
3 


nor to oppreſs him that hath gotten the vic e to þ, 

Cray. VII. Ver. 1. The ſea is a aide place, &c.] The * PRAC: 
informed, under ſeveral beautiful ſimilitudes, that the e _ * Many 
and evil, full of ſorrow and travail; and that his whole lit 50 "Kealed 1 


ſcene of pain, peril, fight, and lamentation. 


0 NH. 


Err. 


Efaras expoſtuſates and prays, {21 
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46 Janſwered then and faid, This is my firſt 
and laſt ſaying, that it had been better not to 
have given the carth unto Adam: or elle, when 
it was given him, to have reſtrained him from 
ſinning. 47 For what profit is it tor men now in 
this preſent time to live in heavinefs, and after 
death to look for puniſhinent ? 45 O thou Adam; 
what haſt thou done? for though it was thou 
that ſinned, thou art not fallen alone, but we all 
that come of thee. 49 For what profit is it upto 
us, if there be promiſed unto us an immortal 
time, Whereas we have done the works that 
bring death? 50 And that there is promiſed us 
an cverlaiting hope, whereas ourlelves being 
molt wicked are made vain? 531 And that there 
are laid up for us dwellings of health and ſafety, 
whercas we have lived wickedly? 52 And that 
the glory of the Moſt High is kept to defend 
„them which have led || a wary lite, whereas we 
have walked in the molt wicked ways of all? 
3 And that there ſhould be ſhewed a paradiſe, 
whoſe fruit endureth for ever, wherein 1s || ſecu- 
rity and medicine, fince we ſhall not enter into 
it? 54 (For we have walked in unpleaſant 
places). 55 And that the faces of them winch. 
have uſed abſtinence (hall thine above the ſtars, 
wher-as our faces ſhall be blacker than darkneſs ? 
56 For while we lived and committed iniquity, 
we conſidered not that we ſhould begin to ſuffer 
for it after death. | 

57 Ihen anſwered he me, and ſaid, This is 
the || condition of the battle, which man that is 
born upon the earth ſhall fight; 58 That, if he 
be overcome, he ſhall ſuffer as thou haſt ſaid : 
put if he get the victory, he ſhall receive the 
thing that Foe 59 For this is the life whereof 
Moſes ſpake unto the people while he lived, ſay- 
ing, ' Chooſe thee life, that thou mayeſt live. 
60 Nevertheleſs they believed not him, nor yet 
the prophets after him, no nor me which have 
lpoken unto them, 61 That there ſhould not 
be ſuch heavineſs in their deitruction, as {hail be 
joy over thei that are pertuaded to ſalvation. 


EH * 


* 


] 2 
62 1 anſwered then, and ſaid, I know, Lord, that 


the Moſt High is called merciful, in that he 
uh mercy upon them which are not yet come 
mo the world, 63 And upon thoſe alſo that 
**turn to his law; 64 And that“ he is patient, and 
long ſuffereth thoſe that have ſinned, as his crea 
tures; 65 And that he is bountiful, for he is 


ebe ready to give where it needeth; 66 And that 
dt, he is of great mercy, for he multiplieth more 


and more mercies to them that are preſent, and 
that are paſt, aud, alſo to them which are to 
come. 67 For if he ſhall not multiply his mer- 
cies, the world would: not continue with them 
that inherit therein. 68 And he pardoneth ; 
tor if he did not ſo of his goodneſs, that they 
nich have committed iniquities might be caſed 
t them, the ten thouſandth part of men ſhould 
not remain living. 69 And being judge, if he 
, ould not forgive them that are || cured with | 
lis word, and put out the multitude of || conten- 
ons, 70 There ſhould be very few left per- 
adventure in an innumerable multitude. | 
F CHAPEER: UN. | 
Eſtras expoſtulatethwithGod, aud prayeth for his people. 
7 0 / . 
ND he anſwered me, ſaying, The Moſt 
High hath made this world for many, but 


— 
" hy e Adam, what haſt thou done ,] Here Eſdras falls into the 
o charging our great progenitor with all the conſequent mi- 

ö tranſpreflions ; but the angel informs him, that it is in man's 


ode happy, by obeying the precepts and commands of his 


 ACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VII. | 
> "Ty of the prophecies concerting Chriſt were, when firſt deli- 
under dark metaphors ; yet lack is the nature of truth, that 
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the world to come for few. 2 I will tell thee a 
{i1militude, Eſdras; As when thou aſbheſt the earth, 

it ſhall ſay unto thee, that it giveth much moukl 
whereof earthen vellels are made, but little dult 

that gold cometh of: even ſo is the courſe of this 
preſent world. 3 There be many created, but * Mat. 20. 
few ſhall be taved. 4 So anſwered ! and faid, 
Swallow then down, O my ſoul, underſtanding, 

and devour wiſdom. 5 For thou haſt agreed to 

give ear, and art willing tw prophety: ith thon 

halt no longer ſpace than only to live. 6 O Lord, 

if thou ſuſter not thy ſervant, that we may pray 
before thee, and | thou give us {feed unto our | Or, 
heart, and culture to our underſtanding, that“ . 
there may come fruit of it; how ſhall cach man 

live that is corrupt, who beareth the place of a 
man? 7 tor thou art alone, and we all one 
workmanſhip of thine hands, like as thou hatt 

ſaid. 8 For || when the body is falhioned now ino 
the mother's womb, and thou givelt it members, 4% ., 
thy creature is preſerved in fire and water, and 4." * 
nine months doth thy workmanſhip endure thy 
creature which is created in her. 9 But that 
which keepeth and is kept ſhail both be preſerved: 

aud when the time cometh, the womb prelerved 
delivereth up the things that grew in it. 10 For 

thou haſt commanded out of the parts of the 
body, that is to ſay, out of the breaſts, milk to be 
given, which is the fruit of the brealts, 11 "That 

the thing which is fathioned may be nouriſhed 

for a time, till thou dilpoſelt it to thy mercy. 
Thou broughtelt it up with thy righteouſneſs, 

and nurturedit it in thy law, and reformedſt it 

with thy judgment. 13 And thou ſhalt mortify 


it as thy creature, and quicken it as thy work. 


14 If theretore thou ſh.lt deltroy him which 
with ſo great labour was faſhioned, it is an eaſy v jo 10.8. 
thing to be ordained by thy commandment, that !* 137 
the thing which was made might be preſerved. ” 
15 Now therefore, Lord, I will ſpeak ; touch- 
ing man in general, thou knoweſt belt; but 
touching thy people, for whole ſake I am ſorry ; 
16 And for thine inheritance, for whoſe cauſe 
I mourn ; and for Iſrael, for whom I am heavy ; 
ard for Jacob, tor whoſe ſake I am trou- 
bled; 17 Therefore will 1 begin to pray before 
thee for myſelf and for them: for I ſee the falls 
of us that dwell in the land. 18 But I have 
heard the ſwiftneſs of the judge which is to come. 
19 Lherefore hear my voice, and underſtand my 
Words, and I] ſhall ſpeak before thee. "This is the 
beginning of the words of Eſdras, before he was 
taken up: and I faid, | 

20 O Lord, thou that dwelleſt in everlaſting- 
nels, which beholdeſt from above things in the 
heaven and in the air; 21 Whole throne is in- 
c{timable ; whole glory may not be comprehend- 
ed; before whom the holt of angels ſtand with 
trembling, 22 Whoſe ſervice is converſant inert: 
wind and fire; whole word is true, and fayings 
conltant ; whole commandment is ſtrong, and or- 
dinance fearful ; 23 Whole look drieth up the 
depths, and indignation maketh the mountains to 
melt away; which the truth witneſſeth: 24 O 
hear the prayer of thy ſervant, and give ear to 
the petition of thy creature. 25 For while I 
live 1 will ſpeak, and ſo long as 1 have uncer- 
ſtanding I will anſwer. 26 O look not upon the 
ſins of thy people; but on them which ſerve 


24 «4+ 
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PAR APH RAS E, EXPOSITION, Ad COMMENTARY. 


CHay. VIII. Ver. 20. O Lord, thou that dwelleſt in e verlaſ ingngſi, &c.] 
Eſdras prays for the Iſraelites, being ſenſible of approaching judgments, and 
begs the Almighty not to look upon the fins of the people, but on them who 
ſerve him in fincerity and truth, To which he is anſwered, that as all feed 
ſown by the huſbandmen is not good, ſo likewiſe all the ſeed of the ſons of 
men are not righteous, and therefore cannot all be ſaved, 


* PRACTICAL 


* * P 


SC ..t. 


22] Eſdras, expoſtulating, is comforted. 


Il, ES DR AS. 


[APOCRYTpy 3 - 


thee in truth. 27 Regard not the wicked inven- 
tions of the heathen, but the deſire of thoſe that 
keep thy teſtimonies in afflictions. 28 Think not 
upon thoſe that have walked teignedly before thee : 
but remember them, which according to thy 
will have known thy fear. 29 Let it not be thy 
will to deſtroy them which have lived like beaſts; 
but to look upon them that have clearly taught 
thy law. 3o Take thou no indignation at them 
which are deemed worle than beaſts ; but love 
them that alway put their truſt in thy righteout- 
neſs and glory. 31 For we and our fathers || do 


|| Or, 
det. Janguiſh of ſuch diſeaſes : but becauſe of us ſin- 
ners thou ſhalt be called merciful. 32 For if 
1, & thou || haſt a deſire to have qnercy upon us, thou 
willing. ſhalt be called merciful, to us namely, that have 
no works of righteouſpeſs. 33 For the juſt, 
which have many good works laid up with thee, 
| ſhall out of their own deeds receive reward. 34 
For what is man, that thou ſhouldelt take diſplea- 
ſure at him ? or what is a corruptible generation, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be ſo bitter toward it? 35 
4 Klint For in truth there is no man among them that 
1 Go, be born, but he hath dealt wickedly ; and among 
+. 36. the faithful there is none which hath not done 
amiſs. 36 For in this, O Lord, thy righteouſ- 
neſs and thy goodneſs ſhall be declared, if thou be 
on merciful unto them which have not the | conh- 
Hits dence of good works. 37 Then anſwered he 
me, and ſaid, Some things haſt thou ſpoken aright, 
and according unto thy words it ſhall be. 38 
For indeed 1 will not think on the diſpoſition of 
them which have ſinned before death, before 
cer 4.4 judgment, before deſtruction : 39 But*I will 


rejoice over the diſpoſition of the righteous, and 
| will remember alſo their pilgrimage, and the 
ſalvation, and the reward, that they hall have. 
40 Like as I have ſpoken now, ſo ſhall it come 
to pak. 41 For as the huſbandman ſoweth much 
ſeed upon the ground, and planteth many trees, 
and yet the thing that is ſown good in his ſeaſon 
cometh not up, neither doth all that is planted 
take root: even fo is it of them that are ſown in 
the world; they ſhall not all be ſaved. 

42 I anſwered then and faid, If I have found 
grace, let me ſpeak. 43 Like as the huſband- 
man's ſeed periſheth, if it come not up, and re- 
ceive not thy rain in due ſeaſon; or if there 
come too much rain, and corrupt it: 44 Even 
ſo periſheth man alſo, which is formed with thy 
hands, and is called thine own image, becauſe 
thou art like unto him, for whoſe ſake thou haſt 
made all things, and likened him unto the hul- 
bandman's ſeed, 45 Be not wroth with us, but 
ſpare thy people, and have mercy upon thine own 
inheritance : for thou art merciful unto thy crea- 
ture. 46 Then anſwered' he me, and faid, 
Things preſent are for the preſent, and things to 

(A. 5-33 come for ſuch as be to come. 47 For thou 
comeſt far ſhort that thou ſhouldeſt be able to 
love my creature more than I: but I have oft- 
times drawn nigh unto thee, and unto it, but ne- 
ver to the unrighteous, 48 In this alſo thou art 
marvellous before the Moſt High: 49 In that 
thou haſt humbled thyſelf, as it becometh thee, 
and haſt not judged thyſelf worthy to be much 


glorified among, the righteous. 50 For many 

reat miſeries ſhall be done to them that in the 
acer time ſhall dwell in the world, becauſe they 
walked in great pride. 51 But underitand thou 
for thyſelf, and ſeek out the glory for ſuch as be 


2 * * * I" * 6 


— 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII, 
Were we ſeriouſly to conſider what r feeble creatures we are in com- 
riton of the divine Being, we ſhould be ſolicitous to walk in thoſe ways 

which may promote our on happineſs, and bring glory to God our Sa- 
viour. . » 
| 2 


like thee. 52 For unto you is paradi 
the tree of life is nee LA = romp 
+4 rub ms plenteouſneſs is made ready, a jak * 
nilded, and reſt is allowed, yea, fe GED 
neſs and wiſdom. 53 The root of evil is fade, 
up from you, weakneſs and the moth is hid fl. in 
you, and corruption is fled into || hell to be 4 
gotten: 54 Sorrows are paſſed, and in the en N 
ſhewed the treaſure of immortality, 5 ** 
therefore aſk thou no more queltions i. th * 
the multitude of them that periſn. 56 For ee „ 
they had taken liberty, they deſpiſed the Moſt „. 
High, thought ſcorn of his law, and forſook hi * 
ways. 57 Moreover they have trodden 3 a 
his righteous, 58 And laid in their heart — * 
there is no God; yea, and that knowing th 1 a 
mult die. 59 For as the things aforeſaid tal 12 
receive you, ſo thirſt and pain are prepared for MM-- 
them : for it was not his will that men ſhould = 
come to nought : 60 But they which be creat q . 
have defiled the name of him that made — 
and were unthankful unto him which prepared 
life for them. 61 And therefore is my judy 
ment now at hand. 62 Theſe things have | — 
ſhewed unto all men, but unto thee, and a feu 
like thee. "Then anſwered I and ſaid, 6; Ie. | 
hold, O Lord, now haſt thou ſhewed me the mul. 
N of = er which thou wilt begin to 
o in the laſt times: but at i | 
1 what time, thou hatt 


CHAPTER IX 


1 Efdras is taught who ſhall be ſaved, and 

14 He replieth, and is told m4 the wow 14 1 1 : 

rupted, but God will ſpare a few, Or. | 
E anſwered me then, and ſaid, Meaſure 
thou the time diligently in itſelf: and when 
thou ſeeſt part of the ſigns paſt, which 1 have told 
thee before, 2 'Then ſhalt thou underſtand, that 
it is the very ſame time, wherein the Highelt 
will begin to viſit the world which he made, 
3 Therefore when there ſhall be ſeen * earth-: 


Fre 
1 


* 


„ 
LY 


them, 


quakes and uproars of the people in the world : * 3 
4 Then ſhalt thou well 5 that the iel Jo 
High ſpake of thoſe things from the days that | * 
were before _ even from the beginning. 5; | Bs 
For like as all that is made in the world hath & * 
beginning and an end, and the end is manifelt: | 1 
6 Even fo the times alſo of the Highett have on 
plain beginnings in wonders and powerful works, * 
and endings in effects and ſigns. 7 And every _ 
one that ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall be able to elcape | _ 
by his works, and by faith, whereby ye have be. * 
lieved, 8 Shall be preſerved from the ſaid perils, va 
and ſhall fee my falvation in my land, and within 2 0 
my borders: for 1 have ſanctified them for me * ; 
from the beginning. 9 Then || ſhall they be in! 394, 
pitiful caſe, which now have abuſed my was: an g 
and they that have caſt them away deſpitefulh 7 ON 
ſhall dwell in torments. 10 For ſuch as in their "ag 
life have received benefits, and have not known „pe 
me; 11 And they that have lothed my las, *. 
while they had yet liberty, and, when as yet "per 
. of repentance was open unto them, under I 
tood not, but deſpiſed it; 12 The ſame mull Nat, 
know it after death by pain. 13 And therefore Lone 
be thon pot curious how the ungodly ſhall & ** 4 


puniſhed, and when : but enquire how the righte- 
ous ſhal! be ſaved, whoſe the world is, and for 
whom the world is created. 1 4 Then anſwered 


I and faid, 15 J have ſaid before, and nov 60 


— — : 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, Ax COMMENT men 

: Cray. IX. Ver. 1. Meafure thou the time, &c.] Jn this f 'Þ 
informed who ſhall be ſaved, and the conditions on which tb! i ACT 
htl 


regions of NN in A* La Canaan. The 1 
uniſhment of the wie ; d dhe val 
ref cry ; aſter they have paſ: phe 
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P. IX. X. The woman in the field. | 23 


— 


2 . : : 

ſpeak, and will ſpeak it alſo hereafter, that there 

be many more of them which periſh, than of 

cs them which ſhall be f ſaved: 16 Like as a wave 

e is greater than a drop. 17 And he anſwered 

me, ſaying, Like as the held is, ſo is alſo the ſeed; 

as the flowers be, ſuch are the colours allo ; ſuch 

ac the workman is, ſuch allo is the work; and as 

the huſbandman tis himſelf, fo is his huſbandry 

allo: for it was the time of the world. 18 And 

ow when I prepared the world, which was not 

det made, even for them to dwell in that now 

ive, no man ſpake againſt me. 19 For then eve- 

r one obeved : || but now the manners of them 

"> which are created in this world that is made are 

$. e corrupted by a RE ſeed, and by a law 

nich is unſearchable rid themſelves. 20 So 

n confidered the world, and, behold, there was peril 

#” hecaule of the devices that were come into it. 

„ -1 And 1 faw, and ſpared it greatly, and have 

.y kept me a || grape of the cluſter, and a plant of a 

”” orcat people. 22 Let the multitude periſh then, 

©. \yhich was born in vain ; and let my || grape be 

1” kept, and my plant; for with great labour have 

„I made it perfect. 23 Nevertheleſs, if thou wilt 

ceaſe yet ſeven days more (but thou ſhalt not faſt 

in them, 24 But go into a field of flowers, 

where no houſe is builded, and eat only the flow- 

ers of the field; taſte no fleſh, drink no wine, but 

eat flowers only); 25 And pray unto the High- 

eſt continually, then will I come and talk with 
thee. 

26 So I went my way into the field which is 
called Ardath, like as he commanded me; and 
there I ſat among the flowers, and did eat of the 
herbs of the field, and the meat of the {ame ſatiſ- 
fied me. 27 After ſeven days I fat upon the 
graſs, and my heart was vexed within me, like as 
betore: 28 And J opened my mouth, and began 
to talk before the Moſt High, and ſaid, 29 O 
Lord, thou that ſheweſt thyſelf unto us, thou 
„ waftꝰ ſhewed unto our fathers in the wilderneſs, 


«\. 


aa a piace where no man || treadeth, in a barren 
"WS place, when they came out of Egypt. 30 And 
thou ſvaceſt, ſaying, Hear me, O Iſrael ; and 
t mark my words, thou ſeed of Jacob. 31 For, 
5 behold, I iow my law in you, and it ſhall bring 
4 


| fruit in yu, and ye ſhall be honoured in it for 
ger. 
law, kept it not, and obſerved not thy ordinances: 
and though the fruit of thy law did not periſh, 
neither could it, for it was thine; 33 f Vet they 
that received it periſhed, becauſe they kept not 
the thing that was ſown in them. 34 And, lo, 
tis a cuſtom, when the ground hath received 
led, or the ſea a ſhip, or any veſſel meat or drink, 
that, that being periſhed wherein it was ſown or 
eaſt into, 35 That thing alſo which was ſown, 
or caſt therein, or received, doth periſh, and re- 
mineth not with us: but with us it hath not 


av periſh by fin, and our heart alſo which re- 
(eyed it. 37 Notwithſtanding the law periſh- 
th not, but remaineth in his force, 

and when I ſpake theſe things in my heart, 
locked back with mine eyes, and upon the right 
ale 1 faw © a woman, and, behold ſhe mourned 
ud wept with a loud voice, and was much 
Meved in heart, and her clothes were rent, and 


. % /2id, ke] By a woman, we may-underftand the Jewiſh 
7 vg cloathed in mourning, points out the captivity of thoſe peo- 
$80 c ald, is denoted, 1. that the Jews had not then any form 


:ument ; and, 2. that the Meſſiah was not come in the fleſh at 


FLICTICAL REFLECTION: on Chap. IX. « | 
- hel uiltinguith betwixt truth and falſehood ; and never believe 
"5%. Wy untafpired writer has dictated, leſt we come at laſt to be 
dae number of thoſe who have forſaken God, and truſted in 


rm. ou # . 
ter ſalvation. 


22 But our fathers, which received the 


Mppened ſo. 36 For we that have received the 


ſhe had aſhes upon her head. 39 Ihen let 1 my 
thoughts go that I was in, and turned me unto 
her, 40 And ſaid unto her, Wherefore weepelt 
thou? why art thou fo grieved in thy mind? 
41 And ſhe ſaid unto me, Sir, let me alone, that 
| may bewail mytelf, and add unto my ſorrow, 
for | am fore vexed in my mind, and brought 
very low, 42 And ] ſaid unto her, What aileth 
thee ? tell me. 43 She ſaid tinto me, I thy ſer- 
vant have been barren, and had no child, though 
| had an huſband thirty years. 44 And thoſe 
thirty 3 did nothing elſe day and night, and 
every hour, but make my prayer to the Higheſt. 
45 After thirty years God heard me thine 
handmaid, looked upon my 1niſery, conſidered 
my trouble, and gave men fon : and I was very 
glad of him, ſo was my hufband allo, and all my 
neighbours: and we gave v1 oatho.our unto the 
Almighty. 46 And 1 nouriſhe | him with great 
travail. 47 So when he grow u, and came to 
the time that he ſhould have a wife, I made a 
tealt, 
CHAPIS EX 
1 The woman in the field ſheweth the canſe of her 
grief. 5 Eſfdras chiding and comforting her, 25 
She vamſveth, and a city appeareth in her place. 
ND it ſo came to paſs, that when my ſon 
was entered into his wedding-chamber, he 
fell down, and died. 2 Ihen we all overthrew 
the lights, and all my || neighbours role up to 0" 
comfort me: ſo I took my reſt unto the ſecond mr. 
day at night. 3 And it came to paſs, when they 1 © 
had all left off to comfort me, to the end I might 
be quiet; then role J up by night, and fled, 
and came hither into this field, as thou ſceſt. 4 
And I do now purpoſe not to return into the city, 
but here to ſtay, and neither to eat nor drink, but 
continually to mourn and to faſt until I die, 5 
Then leſt I the | meditations wherein 1 was, and | or, 
ſpake to her in anger, ſaying, 6 "Thou fooliſh“ “ 
woman above all other, ſeeſt thou not our mourn- 
ing, and what happeneth unto us? 7 How that 
Sion our mother is full of all heavineſs, and much 
humbled, mourning very fore? 8 And now lee- 
ing we all mourn and are fad, for we are all in 
heavineſs, art thou grieved for one fon? 9 For 
aſk the earth, and ſhe ſhall tell thee, that it is ſhe 
which ought to mourn for the fall of lo many 
that grow upon her. 10 For out of her came 
all at the firſt, and out of her ſhall all others 
come, and, behold, they walk almoſt all into de- 
ſtruction, and a multitude of them is utterly 
rooted || out. 11 Who then ſhould make more | 211. 
mourning than ſhe, that hath loſt ſo great a mul- 
titude; and not thon, which art forry but for 
one? 12 But if thou ſayelt unto me, My la- 
mentation is not like the earth's, becauſe I have 
loſt the fruit of my womb, which I brought forth 
with pains, and bare with forrows; 13 || But | #: 4 
the earth 2 ſo: for the multitude preſent in it Ti 
according to the courſe of the carth is gone, as / _ 
it came: 14 Then ſay I unto thee, Like as thou 4e 
haſt brought forth with labour; even ſo the 5/7 nt 
earth alſs hath given her fruit, namely, man, i: goue «- 
ever ſince the beginning, unto him that made her, 4 <'-* 
15 Now therefore keep thy ſorrow to thylelf, : 
and bear with a good courage that which hath 


* 
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PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axp COM MENTARY, 


Cuap, X. Ver. 1. And/ſ+ it came to paſt, &c.] The beginning of this 
chapter belongs to the laſt, it being the concluſion of the woman's melan- 
chol ry. 

A T hou foeliſh woman above all ther, &c.] The prophet here ſets 
before che eyes of the woman the oy of her grief; becauſe it 1s not permit- 
ted for the children of the duſt to in queſtion the proceedings of the A. 
mighty; on the contrary, it is their duty to ſubmit to his determination, and 


<onſider all his decrees as juſt. ; 
| Ver, 22. 


Py 


24] Interpretation of the woman. IL ES 


— 


— 
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befallen thee. 16 For if thou ſhalt acknowledge 
the determination of God to be juſt, thou ſhalt 
both receive thy ſon in time, and ſhalt be com- 
mended among women, 17 Go thy way then 
into the city to thine huſband, 18 And ſhe ſaid 
unto me, That will I not do: I will not go into 
the city, but here will I die. 19 So I proceeded 
to ſpeak further unto her, and ſaid, 20 Do not 
{o, but be counſelled by me: tor how many are 
the adverſities of Sion ? be comforted in regard 
of the ſorrow of Jeruſalem. 21 For thou leelt 
* our ſanctuary is laid walte, dur altar broken 
own, our temple deſtroyed; 22 Cur pfaltery 
is laid on the ground, our ſong is put to filence, 
our rejoicing is at an end, the light of our can- 
dleltick is put out, the ark of our covenailt 1s 
ſpoiled, our holy things are dehilecd, aud the name 
that is called upon us is almoſt profaned: our 
children are put to ſhame, our prielts are burnt, 
our Levites are gone into captivity, our virgins 
are defiled, and our wives raviſhed; our righ- 
teous men carried away, our little ones deitroyed, 
our young men are brought in bondage, and 
our {trong men are become weak; 23 And, 
which is the greateſt of all, the ſeal of Sion hath 
now loſt her honour ; for ſhe is delivered into 
the hands of them that hate us. 24 And there- 
fore ſhake off thy great heavineſs, and put away 
the multitude of ſorrows, that the Mighty may 
be merciful unto thee again, and the Higheſt 
ſhall give thee reſt and *. from thy labour. 

25 And it came to paſs, while I was talking 
with her, behold, her face upon a ſudden ſhined 
exceedingly, and her countenance gliltered, fo 
that I was afraid of her, and muſed what it might 
be. 26 And, behold, ſuddenly the made a great 
cry very feartul ; ſo that the earth ſhook at the 
noiſe of the woman. 27 And I looked, and, be- 

| hold, the woman appeared unto me no more, 
but there was a city builded, and à large place 
ſhewed itielt from the foundations : then was ] 
afraid, and cried with a loud voice, and laid, 


ach. 4. 1. 28 Where is Uriel the angel, who came unto 


me at the firſt? for he hath cauted me to fall I 


o, into || many trances, and mine end is turned into 
"1 Corruption, and my prayer to rebuke. 29 And 
is atraxce, as I Was ſpeaking theſe words, behold, he came 


unto me, and looked upon me. 30 And, lo, 1 


lay as one that had been dead, and mine under- 
ſtanding was taken from me: and he took me 


by the right-hand, and comforted me, and ſet 


roweſt continually for thy 

great lamentation for Sion. | 
40 1 his therefore is the meaning of the yi;; 

which thou lately ſawelt: 41 Thou 1 

woman mourning, and thou beganneſt to 4. 

| fort her: 42 But now ſeelt thou the likeneſs of 
the woman no more, but there a qroorky 

| ppeared unto 

thee a city builded. 43 And whereas the told 

thee of the death of her ivn, this is the , 

44 whe te whom thou {avweſ} 


people, and makei} 


F © * 
{ folution: 1 0. 


and whgreas ſhe jaid unto thee, even ſhe whom © 
thou ſceſt as a city builded, 45 Whereas, / ſay 

ſhe ſaid unto thee, that ſhe hath been thirty . 
barren : thole are the thirty years wherein there 

was no oftering made in her. 46 But after thirty 
years Solomon builded the city, and offered of- 
ferings: and then bare the barren a ſon, 47 And 
whereas ſhe told thee that ſhe nouriſhed hin 
with labour: that was the dvecllino in Jerulalem 

48 But whereas the taid unto thee, That my fon 
coming into his marriage-chamber happened'to 
have a fall, and died: this was the dettruction 
that came to Jeruſalem. 49 And, behold, thou 
lawelt her likeneſs, and becauſe ſhe mourned for 

her ſon, thou begannelt to comfort her: and of 
theſe things which have chanced, theſe are to be 
opened unto thee. 50 For now the Moſt High 
leeth that thou art grieved unfeignedly, and ſuf. 
fereſt from thy whole heart for her, ſo hath he 
ſhewed thee the brightnels of her glory, and the 
comelineſs of her beauty: +51 And therefore I 
bade thee remain in the field where no houſe was 
builded : 52 For | knew that the Higheſt would 
ſhew this unto thee. 53 Therefore I commanded 
thee to go into the field, where no foundation 

of any building was. 54 For in the place wherein 
the Higheſt beginneth to ſhew his city, there 
can no man's building be able to ſtand. 55 And 
therefore fear not, let not thine heart be af. 
trighted, but go thy way in, and fee the beauty 
and greatnels of the building, as much as thine 
eyes be able to ſee: 56 And then fhalt thou 
hear as much as thine cars may comprehend. 

57 For thou art blefled above many other, and 
art || called with the Higheſt ; and fo are but few. O. 
58 But to-morrow at night thou ſhalt remain? 
here; 59 And fo ſhall the Higheſt fhew thee &. 
; vifions of the || high things, which the Molt 8 
High will do unto them that dwell upon earth * ? 
iu the laſt days. So I ſlept that night and another, 
like as he commanded me. F 


* 
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„is Sion: 


n r 1— A 1 Fw” 


me upon my feet, and ſaid unto me, 
aileth thee? and why art thou to dilquieted ? 
and why is thine underſtanding troubled, and 
the thoughts of thine heart ? 
re Becauſe thou haſt forſaken me, and yet 1 did 
field, and, lo, 1 have ſeen, and yet fee, that I am 
not able to expreſs. 33 And he ſaid unto me, 
Stand up manfully, and I will adyile thee. 34 
Then ſaid I, Speak on, my lord, in me; only 
forſake me nor, leſt I die fruſtrate of my hope. 
35 For I have feen that I knew not, and hear 
that I do not know. 36 Or is my ſenſe deceived, 
or my ſoul in a dream? 37 Now therefore 1 
beleech thee that thou wilt ſhew thy ſervant of 
this || viſion. 38 He anſwered me then, and laid, 
Hear me, and I ſhall inform thee, and tell thee 
wherefore thou art afraid: for the Higheſt will 
2 Or reveal my ſecret things unto thee. 39 He hath 
2--po/e, Teen that thy || way is right: for that thou ſor- 


| Or 


france. 


21 What! 


32 And. 1 ſaid, | 


according to thy * words, and 1 went into the! 


contrary feathers ; and they became, little tea- 


beheld, and, lo, the eagle flew,with her feathers, , TIS 


1 Eftras feeth in his dream an eagle coming out of tie 
fea, 37 and a liou-out of a wood talking to the eagle. q U 
HEN ſaw 1 a dream, and, behold, there f. 
came up from the ſea an eagle, which had 3 
twelve feathered wings, and three heads. 2 And 


1 faw, and, behold, ſhe ſpread her wings over al! tl 


the earth, and all the winds of the air blew on ug 
her, and were gathered together. 3 And 1 
held, and our of her feathers there grew other th 


thers and {mall.. 4 But her heads were at reſt: | 
the head in the midſt was greater than the other, 1 
yet reſted it with the reſidue. 5 Moreover I 

and reigned upon earth, and over them that 3 
dwelt therein. 6 And I ſaw that all things. un: | 
der heaven were ſubject unto her, and no man th 


tpake againſt her, no, not one creature upon 


n 3 „„ — —_ 


Ver. 28. Where is Uriel, &c.] This name was commonly given to a par- 
ticular angel among the Perſians, and it was ſuppoſed that he certainly vikeed 
the children of men. F 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. X. | 

In the uſe of allegory, we ſhould never run into extremes, but always kee 
the truth in view; for in ſo doing we may expect to make a laſting wn 
for on the hearer's mind, | 
1 


| | WET IHR FO a IÞ 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, anD COMMENT dear 15 
Car. XI. Ver. 1. Then ſaw 1 4 dream, &c. } Two nigh, de Was, was 3 
rection of the angel, the prophet had flept, and in the mean e ras © PR 
follbiving viſions. In the firſt, he ſaw an eagle of an F 2 | * fnd, f 
out of the ſea, whoſe feathers, in their courſe, ſpread over allt _ and 
in the other, a roaring lion coming out of the wood. Yer. ts, for t 
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Deſiructium of tho engl 5 25 


I beheld, and, lo, the voice went not out of her 


earth. 7 And I beheld, and, lo, the eagle roſe 
upon her talons, and ſpake to her feathers, ſay. 
ing, 8 Watch not all at once: fleep every one 
in his own place, and watch by courſe: 9 But 
let the heads be preſerved for the laſt. 10 And 


heads, but from the midſt of her body. 11 And 
numbered her contrary feathers, and, behold, 
there were eight of them. 12 And I looked, 
and, behold, on the right: ſide there aroſe one 
feather, and reigned over all the earth; 13 And 
ſo it was, that when it reigned, the end of it. 
came, and the place thereof appeared no more: 
ſo the next following ſtood up, and reigned, and 
had a great time; 14 And it happened, that 
when it reigned, the end of it came allo, like as 
the fir{t, ſo that it appeared no more. 15- Then 
came there a voice unto it, and faid, 16 Hear 
thou that haſt borne rule over the earth ſo long: 
this] ſay unto thee, before thou beginneſt to ap- 
pear no more, 17 There ſhall none after thee 
1ttain untg thy time, neither unto the halt 
thereof, 18 Then aroſe the third, and reipned 
as the other before, and appeared no more alſo. 
19 So went it with all the reſidue one after 
another, as that every one reigned, and then ap- 
peared no more, ; 

20 Then I beheld, and, lo, in proceſs of time 
the feathers that followed ſtood up upon the right 
ſide, that they might rule alſo ; and lome of them 
ruled, but within a while they appeared no more : 
21 For ſome of them were ſet up, but ruled not. 
22 After this I looked, and, behold, the twelve 
feathers appeared no more, nor the two little 
feathers: 23 And there was no more upon the 
eagle's body, but three heads that reſted, and fix 
little wings. 24 Then ſaw I allo that two little 
feathers divided themſelves from the fix, and 
remained under the head that was upon the 
right-ſide : for the four continued in their place. 
25 And | beheld, and, lo, the feathers that were 
under the wing thought to ſet up themſelves, 
and to have the rule. 26 And I beheld, and, lo, 
there was one ſet up, but ſhortly it appeared no 
more. 27 And the ſecond was ſooner away than 
tie firſt, 28 And I beheld, and, lo, the two that 
remained thought alſo in themſelves to reign : 
29 And when they ſo thought, behold, there 
awaked one of the heads that were at reſt, 
namely, it that was in the midſt; for that was 
greater than the two other heads. 30 And then 
| law that the two other heads were joined with 
it. 31 And, behold, the head was turned with 
them that were with it, and did eat up the two 
teathers under the wing that would have reigned, 
32 But this head put the whole earth in fear, 
and bare rule in it over all thoſe that dwelt upon 
the earth with much oppreſſion ; and it hal the 
Lovernance of the world more than all the wings 
thut had been. 33 And after this!] beheld, and, lo, 
the head that was in the midſt ſuddenly appeared 
no more, like as the wings. 34 But there remained 
the two heads, which allo in like ſort ruled upon 
tue earth, and over thoſe that dwelt therein. 
35 And I beheld, and, lo, the head upon the 
right-ſide devoured it that was upon the left ſide. 
36 Then I heard a voice, which ſaid unto me, 
Look before thee, and conſider the thing that 
thou ſeelt, 


37 And I beheld, and lo as it were a roaring 


lion chaſed out of the wood; and I faw that he 
{ſent out a man's voice unto the eagle, and ſaid, 
38 Hear thou, I will talk with thee, and the 
Higheſt ſhall lay unto thee, 39 Art not thow 
it that remainelt of the four beaſts, whom I made 
to reign in my world, that the end of their timcs 
might come through them? 40 And the fourth 
came, and overcame all the bealts that were paſt, 
and had power over the world with great tear- 
fulneſs, and over the whole compals of the carth 
with much wicked oppreſſion; and ſo long time 
dwelt he upon the earth with deccit. 41 For 
the earth haſt thou not judged with truth. 42 
For thou halt afflicted the meek, thou haſt hurt 
the peaceable, thou halt loved lyars, and de- 
ſiroyed the dwellings of them that brought 
forth fruit, and haſt caſt down the walls of luc 
as did thee no harm. 43 'Theretore is thy wrong- 
ful dealing come up unto the Higheſt, and thy 
pride unto the Mighty. 44 'Uhe Higheſt alto 
hath looked upon the proud times, and, behold, 
they are ended, and his abominations are fultilled. 
45 And therefore appear no more, thou eagle, 
nor thy horrible wings, nor thy wicked teathers, 
nor thy malicious heads, nor thy hurtful claws, 
nor all thy vain body: 46 "That all the carth x 
may be refreſhed, and may return, being de- 
livered from thy violence, and that the may hope 


the judgment and mercy of him that made 
ir, 


CHAPTER: XII. 

1 The eagle is deſtroyed. 7 Eſdras prayeth ; 10 the 
vi/1on is interpreted io him: 37 he is bid to write 
ms viſions, and to wait for more, Ser. 

ND it came to paſs, while the lion ſpake 

theſe words unto the eagle, I ſaw, 2 And, be- 
hold, the head that remained and the four wings 
appeared no more, and the two went unto it, and 
let themſelves up to reign, and their kingdom 
was ſmall, and full of uproar. 3 And | hw, and, 
behold, they appeared no more, and the whole 
body of the eagle was burnt, fo that the earth 
was in great fear: then awaked | out of the 
trouble and trance of my mind, and from great 
fear, and ſaid unto my ſpirit, 4 Lo, this hatt 
thou done unto me, in that thou ſearcheſt out 
the ways of the Highelt. 5 Lo, yet am I weary 
in my mind, and very weak in my ſpirit ; and ' 
little ſtrength is there in me, for the great fear 
wherewith I was affrighted this night. 6 There- 
fore will I now beſcech the Higheſt, that he will 
comfort me unto the end. 7 And I ſaid, Lord 
that beareſt rule, it 1 have found grace before 
thy ſight, and if I am juſtified with thee before 
many others, and if my 22 indecd be come 
up before thy face; 8 Comfort me then, and 
ſnew me thy ſervant the interpretation and plain 
difference of this fearful viſion, that thou mayeſt 
perfectly comfort my ſoul. 9 For thou haſt 
judged me worthy to ſhew me the laſt times. 

10 And he ſaid unto me, This is the interpreta- 

tion of the viſion: 11 The eagle, whom thou 

ſaweſt come up from the ſea, is the kingdom 

which was ſeen in the * viſion of thy brother Da- a Daz. 5.7: 

niel. 12 But it was not expounded unto him, 

therefore now I declare it unto thee, 

13 Behold, the days will come, that there ſhall 
riſe up a kingdom upon earth, and it fhall be 
feared above all the kingdoms that were before 


3 

Fer, 46. That all th 
Mr alluſion to th 
Ws, was in a p 


w % rica. REFLECTIONS on Chęp. XI. 


dad, from ſever 


"ts, and this in order to convey th : 
Wn b thi i 4 3 of future events to. his 
, 0 * 


e earth, &c.] By the earth being refreſhed, we have 
de coming of the Meſſiah, who, being the defire of all 
eculiar manner to be as the refreſhing dew unto Iſrael. 


al paſſages in ſcripture, that God often made uſe of 


2 — 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, AD COMMENTARY, 


Caray. XII. Ver. 1. And it came to paſi, while the lion ſpale, &c.] Before 
the lion had done ſpeaking, the eagle was conſumed with fire; on which the 
prophet came out of his viſion, and, with great heavineſs of ſpirit, intreated 
the Almighty to ſhew him the meaning and interpretation of the vifion, 


which he graciouſly condeſcended to do, 
G | Ver. 46, 
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26] Explanation of the viſions. 


I. BSDRAS. 
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it. 14 In the ſame ſhall twelve kings reign, one 
after another: 15 Whereof the ſecond ſhall be- 
gin to reign, and ſhall have more time than any 
of the twelve. 16 And this do the twelve wings 
uch which thou ſaweſt. 17 As for the voice 
which thou heardeſt ſpeak, and that thou ſaweſt 
not to go out from the heads, but from the 
midſt of the body thereof, this is the interpre- 
tation: 18 That after the time of that king- 
dom there ſhall ariſe great ſtrivings, and it ſhall 
ſtand in peril of falling: nevertheleſs it ſhall not 
then fall, but ſhall be reſtored again to his be- 
ginning. 19 And whereas thou ſaweſt the eight 
{mall under feathers ſticking to her wings, this 
is the interpretation: 20 That in him there 
ſhall ariſe eight kings, whole times ſhall be but 
ſmall, and their years ſwift. 21 And two of 
them ſhall periſh, the middle time approaching: 
four ſhall be kept until their end begin to ap- 
proach : but two ſhall be kept unto the end. 
22 And whereas thou ſaweſt three heads reſting, 
this is the interpretation: 23 In his laſt days 
ſhall the Moſt High raiſe up three kingdoms, 
and renew many things therein, and they ſhall 
have the dominion of the earth, 24 And of 
thoſe that dwell therein, with much oppreſſion, 
above all thoſe that were betore them : therefore 
are they called the heads of the eagle. 25 For 
theſe are they that ſhall accompliſh his wicked- 
neſs, and that ſhall finiſh his laſt end. 26 And 
whereas thou ſaweſt that the great head appear- 
ed no more, it ſignifieth that one of them ſhall 
die upon his bed, and yet with, pain. 27 For the 
two that remain ſhall be flain with the ſword. 
28 For the {word of the one ſhall devour the 
other : but at the laſt ſhall he fall through the 
ſword himſelf. 29 And whereas thou ſaweſt two 
teathers under the wings paſſing over the head 
that is on the right ſide; 30 It ſignifieth that 
thele are they, whom the Higheſt hath kept un- 
to their end: this is the {mall kingdom and full 
of trouble, as thou ſaweſt. 3i And the lion, 
whom thou ſaweſt riſing up out of the wood, 
and roaring, and ſpeaking, to the eagle, and re- 
buking her for her unrighteouſnels with all the 
words which thou halt heard; 32 This is the 


+La, anointed 4, which the Higheſt hath kept for them 
For, or, and for their wickedneſs unto the end: he 


ſball reprove them, and ſhall upbraid them 
with their cruelty. 33 For he ſhall ſet them 
before him alive in judgment, and ſhall rebuke 
them, and correct them. 34 For the reſt of 
my people ſhall he deliver with . thole 
that have been preſerved upon m rders, 
and he ſhall make them joyful until the coming 
of the day of judgment, whereof I have ſpoken 
unto thee from the beginning. 35 This is the 


dream that thou ſaweſt, and theſe are the inter- 


retations. 36 Thou only haſt been meet to 
1 this ſecret of the Higheſt. 37 Therefore 
write all theſe things that thou haſt ſeen in a 
book, and hide them: 38 And teach them to 
the wiſe of the people, whoſe hearts thou know- 
eſt may comprehend and keep theſe ſecrets. 39 
But wait thou here thyſelf yet ſeven days more, 
that it may be ſhewed thee, whatſoever it pleaſeth 
the Highelt to declare unto thee. And with 
that he went his way. | | 
40 And it came to pals, when all the people 
ſaw that the ſeven days were paſt, and I not come 
again into the city, they gathered them all roge- 
ther, from the leaſt unto the greateſt, and came 


— 


* 
1 


Ver. 46. Be of goed comfort, O Iſrael, &c.] The prophet aſſures th 
people, that their fears of being forſaken by the almighty God of Jacob 
were vain; their omnipotent Creator ſtill conſidered them as his people, and 
would protect his heritage: adding, that when he had done what he was 
-ommanded by the Lord, he would ſhew mercy unto Iſrael. 


_ ne, 22 ſaid, Al What have 
thee ? and What evil have we done 104; 

that thou forſakeſt us, and fitteſt here 15 2 e 
42 For of all the || prophets thou only art ſeſt us 6 
as a cluſter of the vintage, and as à candle . 
dark place, and as a haven or ſhip preſerve fro 2 
the tempeſt. 43 Are not the evils which a 
come to us ſufficient? 44 If thou ſhalt forſake 
us, how much better had it been for us, it h 
alſo had been burned in the midſt of Sion: = 
For we are not better than they that died there 
And they wept with a loud voice. Then anf wg 
ed I them, and ſaid, 46 Be of good comfort 0 
ſrael; and be not heavy, thou houſe of f acoh: 
47 For the Higheſt hath you in remem rance. 
and the Mighty hath not forgotten you in tem % 
ation. 48 As for me, I have not forſaken 5 
neither am I departed from you: but am come 
into this place, to pray for the deſolation of Sion 
and that I might ſeck mercy for the low eſtate 
of your ſanctuary. 49 And now g your way 
home every man, and after theſe days will I come 
unto you. 50 So the people went their way into 
the city, like as I commanded them : 51 But] 
remained {till in the held ſeven days, as the angel 
commanded me; and did eat only in thoſe days 
of the flowers of the held, and had my meat of 


we otfendeg 


CHAPTER MI. 


1 Eſdras in a dream ſceth a man coming out of tho ſeg, 
25 The meaning of the viſim : 54 He is commended, 
aud promiſed mere inſtruttion. 


2 D it came to pais after ſeven days, I dream- 
,& ed a dream by night: 2 And, lo, there 
aroſe | a wind from the {ca, that it moved all the «ws 
waves thereof. 3 And I beheld, and, lo, that 22 
man waxed ſtrong with thc || thouſands of hea: 2. 
ven: and when he turned his countenance to look, 
all the things trembled that were ſeen under him. 

4 And whenſoever the voice went out of his 
mouth, all they burned that heard his voice, 
like as the earth faileth when it feeleth the fire. 

5 And after this 1 beheld, and, lo, there was ga- 
thered together a multitude of men, out of 
number, — the four winds of the heaven, to 
lubdue the man that came out of the ſea. 6 
But I beheld, and, lo, he had graved himſelf a 
great mountain, and flew up upon it. 7 But I 
would have ſeen the region or place whereout 
the hill was graven, and I could not. 8 And at- 
ter this I beheld, and, lo, all they which were ga- 
thered together to ſubdue him were ſore afraid, 
and yet durſt fight. 9 And, lo, as he ſaw the vic- 
lence of the "multitude that came, he neither 
lifted up his hand, nor held ſword, nor any inſtru- 
ment of war: 10 But only I ſaw that he ſent 
out of .his mouth as it had been a blaſt of fire, 
and out of his lips a flaming breath, and out ot 
his tongue he caſt out ſparks and tempeſts. 1. 
And they were all mixed together; the blaſt of 
hre, the flaming breath, and the great tempeſt; 
and fell with violence upon the multitude which. 
was prepared to fight, and burned them up e 
ry one, ſo that upon a ſudden of an innumerable 
multitude nothing was to be perceived, but only 
duſt and ſmell of ſmoke : when I ſaw this I was 
afraid. 12 Afterward ſaw l the fame man come 
down from the mountain, and call unto him ano- 
ther peaceable multitude. 13 And there came 
much people unto him, whereof ſome were glad, 
ſome were ſorry, ſome of them were bound, an 


PRACTICAL REFLECTION on Chap. XII 
This chapter ſeems to have been written with a view to enco 


4 
Jews to ſubmit patiently to the bondage under which they lived, a 
repine at the dealings of God towards them. _—_ 
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POCRYPHA.] CH ES 


XIII. XIV. Declaration f the dream. (27 


4 
X 


2 other ſome brought || of them that were offered: 
then was I ſick through great fear, and I awaked, 
and ſaid, 14 Thou haſt ſhewed thy ſervant 

- theſe wonders from the beginning, and halt 

counted me worthy that thou ſhouldeſt receive 

my prayer: 15 Shew me now yet the interpre- 

tation of this dream. 16 For as I conceive in 

mine underſtanding, woe unto them that ſhall be 

left in thoſe days! and much more woe unto 

them that are not left behind! 17 For they 

that were not left were in heavineſs. 18 Now 

underſtand I the things that are laid up in the lat- 

ter days, which ſhall happen unto them, aud to 

thoſe that are left behind. 19 Therefore are 

they come into great perils and many neceſſities, 

like as theſe dreams declare. 20 Yet is it eaſier 

for him that is in danger to come into || theſe 

e things, than to paſs away as a cloud out of the 

world, and not to ſee the things that happen in 

the la} days. And he anſwered unto me, and 

ſaid, 21 The interpretation of the viſion ſhall l 

ſhew thee, and I will open unto thee the thing 
that thou halt required. 

22 Whereas thou halt ſpoken of them that 
are left behind, this is the interpretation : 23 He 
that ſhall endure the peril in that time hath kept 
himſelf: they that be fallen into danger are ſuch 
as have works, and faith toward the Almighty, 
24 Know this therefore, that they which be left 
behind are more bleſſed than they that be dead. 
25 This is the meaning of the viſion : Whereas 
thou ſaweſt a man coming up from the midſt of 
the ſea: 26 The ſame is he whom God the 
Higheſt hath kept a great ſeaſon, which by his 
own ſelf ſhall deliver his creature : and he ſhall 
order them that are left behind. 27 And whereas 
thou ſawelt, that out of his mouth there came as 
a blaſt of wind, and fire, and ſtorm; 28 And 
that he held neither ſword, nor any inſtrument 
of war, but that the ruſhing in of him deſtroyed 
the whole multitude that came to ſubdue him; 
this is the interpretation: 29 Behold, the days 
come, when the Molt High will begin to deliver 
them that are upon the earth. 3o And he ſhall 
come to the aſtoniſhment of them that dwell on 
the earth. 31 And one ſhall undertake to hight 
2painlt another, one city againſt another, one 
place againſt another, one people againlt another, 
and one realm againſt another. 32 And the time 

ſhall be when theſe things (hall come to pals, and 

the ſigns ſhall happen whic 

and then ſhall my Son be declared, whom thou 
| ſaweſt as a man aſcending. 33 And when all the 
people hear his voice, every man ſhall in their 
own land leave the battle they have one againſt 
another. 34 And an innumerable multitude 
hall be gathered together, as thou ſaweſt them, 
willing to come, and to overcome him by fight- 
ng. 35 But he ſhall ſtand upon the top of the 
mount Jen. 36 And Sion ſhall come, and ſhall 
be ſhewed to all men, being prepared and builded, 
like as thou ſaweſt the hill graven without hands. 
37 And this my Son ſhall rebuke the wicked in- 
Ventions of thoſe nations, which for their wicked 
lite are fallen into the tempeſt z 38 And ſhall 
lay before them their evil thoughts, and the tor- 
ments wherewith they ſhall begin to be torment- 
ed, which are like unto a flame : and he ſhall de- 


APHRASE, EXPOSITION, Av COMMENTARY. 
A Jul. Ver, 30. He Hall come, &c.] Theſe words refer to the 


40 


— f 
1 * 


44 


h lihewed thee before, 


2 Netonius tells us, that in his time there was a general expectation 


— — 


troy them without labour by the law which is 
like unto fire. 

39 And whereas thou ſawelt that he gathered 
another peaceable multitude unto him; 40 
Thole are the ten tribes, which were carried 
away priloners out of their own land in the time 
of Oſea the king, whom Salmanafar the king of“ z Nass 
Aſſyria led away captive, and he carried them *” * 
over the waters, and ſo came they into another 
land. 41 But they took this countel among them 
(elves, that they would leave the multitude of the 
heathen, and go forth into a further country, 
where never mankind dwelt, 42 That they 
might there keep their ſtatutes, which they nc- 
ver kept in their own land. 43 And they enter- 
ed into Euphrates by the narrow patlages of the 
river. 44 For the Moſt High then ſhewed © {igns e 
tor thein, and held {till the flood, till they were jh I. 
paſſed over. 45 For through that country there '5 10 
was a great way to go, namely, of a year and a 
half: and the fame region is called || Arſareth. | Or, 
46 Then dwelt they there until the latter time ; *"<* 
and now when they ſhall begin to come, 47 Ihe 
Highelt ſhall ſtay the ſprings of the ſtream again, 
that they may go through: therefore ſaweſt thou 
the multitude with peace. 48 But thoſe that be 
left behind of thy p-ople are they that are found 
within my borders. 49 Now when he deſtroy- 
eth the multitude of the nations that are gather- 
ed together, he ſhall defend his people that re- 
main. 50 And then ſhall he ſhew them great 
wonders. 51 Then ſaid I, O Lord that bearelt 
rule, ſhew me this: Wherefore have I ſeen the 
man coming up from the midlt of the ſea? 52 
And he ſaid unto me, Like as thou canſt neither 
{eek out nor know the things that are in the deep 
of the lea: even ſo can no man upon earth ſec 
my Son, or thole that be with him, but in the 
day-time. <3 This is the interpretation of the 
dream which thou ſaweſt, and whereby thou only 
art here lightened. 454 For thou halt forſaken 
thine own way, and applied thy diligence unto 
my law, and fought it. 55 "Thy lite haſt thou 
ordered in wiſdom, and halt called underſtanding 
thy mother. 56 And therefore have I ſhewed 
thee the treaſures of the Highelt : after other 
three days I will ſpeak other things unto thee, 
and declare unto thee mighty and wondrous 
things. 457 Then went 1 forth into the held, 
giving praiſe and thanks greatly unto the Moſt 
High becauſe of his wonders, which he did in 
time; 58 And becauſe he governeth the ſame, 
and ſuch things as fall in their ſeaſons: and there 
] ſat three days. 


CHAPTER NV. 


t A voice out of a buſh calleth Eſdras, 10 Telling 
him that the world waxeth old, O. 


ND it came to paſs upon the third day, l' ſat 
under an oak, and, behold, there came a 
voice out of a buſh over-againſt me, and ſaid, Es- 
dras, Eſdras. 2 And | ſaid, Here am I, Lord. 
And 1 ſtood up upon my feet. 3 Then ſaid he 
unto me, * In the buſh I did maniteſtly reveal: Frot 3. 
myſelf unto Moſes, and talked with him, when“ 
my people ſerved in Egypt: 4 And I ſent him, 
and led my people out of Egypt, and brought 
him up to the mount of Sinai, where I held him 


there is not the leaſt reaſon to doubt; but the notion of their remaining in a 
ſeparate body ever fince (as in ver. 41.) is erroneous, and diſproved by all 
our modern travellers. | 


FR and plorious perſon was to be born in Judea ; and indeed this 
$10 have been univerſal, ſo that we need not be ſurpriſed that 


a ACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIII. 
ol the Jews of the firſt captivity mixed with the heathens 


n or tranſcriber of thi ex- 
q nnn $66 mow = m SITY dras is by this voice informed, that the world was greatly decayed, and ſhould 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, AND COMMENTARY. 
cur. XIV. Ver. 1. Behold, there came a voice out of a buſh, & c. ] Eſ- 


Rill continue to wax weaker and weaker, becauſe truth was fled from the 


ard Ver. 22. 


* 


counſel, 


; c Cen. 47+ 


— — 


28] Meaning of the voice. II. 


by me a long ſeaſon, 5 And told him many 

wondrous things, and ſhewed him the ſecrets of 

the times, and the end; and commanded him, 

ſaying, 6 Theſe words ſhalt thou declare, and 

theſe ſhalt thou hide. 7 And now I ſay unto 

thee, 8 That thou lay up in thy heart the ſigns 

that I have ſhewed, and the dreams that thou 

haſt ſeen, and the interpretations which thou halt 

heard : 9 For thou ſhalt be taken away from all, 

and from henceforth thou ſhalt remain with my 

Son ||, and with ſuch as be like thee, until the 

times be ended. 10 For the world hath loſt his 

youth, and the times begin to wax old. 11 For 

the world is divided into twelve parts, and the 

ten parts of it are gone already, and half of a 

tenth part: 12 And there remaineth that which 

is after the half of the tenth part. 13 Now 

therefore ſet thine houſe in order, and reprove 

thy people, comfort ſuch of them as be in trou- 

ble, and now renounce corruption, 14 Let go 

from thee mortal thoughts, caſt away the bur- 

dens of man, put off now the weak nature, 15 
And ſet aſide the thoughts that are molt heav 

unto thee, and haſte thee to flce from theſe 

b Mat. 24+ times. 16 For » yet greater evils than thoſe 

which thou haſt ſeen happen fhall be done here- 

after. 17 For look how much the world ſhall 

be weaker through age, ſo much the more ſhall 

evils increaſe upon them that dwell therein. 18 

For the truth is fled far away, and leaſing is hard 

at hand: for now haſteth the viſion to come, 

which thou halt ſeen. 19 Then anſwered I be- 

fore thee, and ſaid, 20 Behold, Lord, I will go, 

as thou haſt commanded me, and reprove the 

cople which are preſent : but they that ſhall 

E born afterward, who ſhall admoniſh them? 

thus the world js ſet in darkneſs, and they that 

dwell therein are without-light. 21 For thy law 

is burnt, therefore no man knoweth the things 

that are done of thee, or the works that ſhall 

begin. 22 But if I have foupd grace before thee, 

{end the Holy Ghoſt into me, and 1 ſhall write al! 

that hath been done in the world fince the be- 

ginning, which were written in thy law, that 

men may find thy path, and that they which will 

live in the latter days may live. 23 And he an- 

{wered me, ſaying, Go thy way, gather the peo- 

ple together, and ſay unto them, that they ſeek 

thee not for forty days. 24 But look thou pre- 

|| Os, ,,,, Pare thee many || box-trees, and take with thee 

io write Sarca, Dabria, Selemia, || Ecanus, and Aſiel, theſe 

five which are ready to write ſwiftly; 25 And 

on come hither, and 1 ſhall light a candle of under- 

dan. ſtanding in thine heart, which ſhall not be put 

out, till the things be performed which thou ſhalt 

begin to write. 26 And when thou haſt done, 

ſome things ſhalt thou publiſh, and ſome things 

ſhalt thou ſhew ſecretly to the wiſe : to-morrow 

this hour ſhalt thou begin to write. 

27 Then went I forth, as he commanded, and 

mms all the people together, and ſaid, 28 

ear theſe words, O Iſrael. 29 © Our fathers 

at the beginning were ſtrangers in Egypt, from 

A ade 7. whence they were delivered: 30* And received 

the law of life, which they kept not, which ye 

allo have tranſgreſſed after them. 31 Then was 

the land, even the Jand of Sion, parted among 

you by lot : bur your farhers, and ye yourſelves, 

nave done unrighteouſneſs, and have not kept 

the ways which the Higheſt commanded you. 


yr, 


4 


y 


ESDRAS. 


— ATA 


— — 


32 And foraſmuch as he is a righteous 11 
took from you in time the thing hel le he 


iven you. 33 And now ae ye here, ry nd 
rethren among you. 34 herefore if 0 be 
that ye will ſubdue your own underſtanding. + d 
reform your hearts, ye ſhall be kept alive — 
after death ye ſhall obtain mercy. 35 For ate 
death ſhall oN come, when we hail 
live again: and then ſhall the names of the rich 
teous be manifeſt, and the works of the un kx 
ſhall be declared. 36 Let no man therefor? 
come unto me now, nor ſeek after me theſe forty 
days. 37 So I took the five men, as he con\. 
manded me, and we went into the field, and ro 
mained there. 38 And the next day, behold 4 
voice called me, ſaying, Eſdras, o 


opened I my mouth, and, behold, he reached me 
a full cup, which was full as it were with w 
but the colour of it was like fire, 40 And 1 
it, and drank : and when 1 had drunk of it. my 
heart uttered underſtanding, and wiſdom 4 
in my breaſt, for my ſpirit ſtrengthened my me- 
mory : 41 And my mouth was opened, and ſhut 
no more, 42 The Highelt gave underltaudino 
unto the five men, and they wrote the wonderful 
viſions of the night that were told, which rho 
knew not: and they fat forty days, and they 
wrote in the day, and at night they are bread. * 

43 As for me, I ſpake in the day, and 1 held 
not my tongue by night. 44 In forty days they 


ater, 
took 


led, that the Higheſt ſpake, ſaying, 
thou haſt written publiſh openly, that the wor- 
thy and unworthy may read it : 
the ſeventy laſt, that thou mayeſt deliver them 
only to ſuch as be wiſe among the people: 47 


*P? / 


48 And I did ſo. . 


CHAPTER XV. 
1 The certainty of the prophecy. 5 God will take ver. 
geance upon the wicked, 10 and upon Eg yft. 14 
The judgment of the world, gc. 


„ tw ſpeak thou in the ears of my peo- 
ple the words of prophecy, which I will put 
in thy mouth, ſaith the Lord: 2 And cauſe them 
to be written in paper : for they are faithful and 
true. 3 Fear not the imaginations againſt thee, 
let not the incredulity of them trouble thee, that 


ledge, 


the Lord, I will bring plagues upon the world: 
the ſword, famine, death, and deitruction. 6 For 
wickedneſs hath exceedingly polluted the whole 
earth, and their hurtful works: are fulfilled, 7 
Therefore faith the Lord, 8 I will hold m 

tongue no more as touching their wickedneſs, 
which they profanely commit, neither will | fut- 
fer them in thoſe things, in which they wicked!y 


the juſt complairr continually. 9 And therefore, 
firh the Lord, I will ſurely avenge them, and 
receive unto me all the innocent blood from 
among them. 10 Behold, my people is led as 2 
flock to the ſlaughter : I will not ſuſfer them now 
to dwell in the land of Egypt: 11 But vil 


Ver. 22, Send the Holy Ghaſt into me, &c,) The prophet preſents his ſup- 
plication to the Almighty, that he might be enabled by divine inſpiration 
to write the law ; becauſe the rolls that contained it were burnt with fire. 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIV. 

The tables of the law were preſerved firſt in the tabernacle, and afterwards 
in the temple at Jeruſalem till the Babyloniſh captivity, when they were de- 
ſtroyed in the conflagration ; and that they were never afterwards ſeen by 
the Jews, we have the teſtimony of Joſephus, 

3 | 


4 


to God's expreſs command, he ſuffered deſtruction to overtak oy 
mean time they murdered the prophet, who had laboured to 
from cheir raſh undertaking. PRACT 


[ APOCR pH 


ö a pen thy mouth. e t. ; 
and drink that I give thee to drink, 4 Then“ 7 


wrote || two hundred and four books.” 45 And. 
it came to paſs, when the forty days were fultil .. 


he firſt that — 


46 But keep 


For in them is the ſpring of underſtanding, the. 
fountain of wiſdom, and || the ſtream of know % 


ſpeak againſt thee. 4 For * all the unfaithful: 4 
(hall die in their unfaithfulneſs. 5 Behold, faith**? 


exerciſe themſelves : behold, the * innocent and . 
righteous blood crieth unto me, and the 1ou!s c 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, avo COMMENT 


Char. XV, Ver. 10. Behold, my people, &.] The gar 
' ried Jeremiah with them into Egypt; and their going thither bet"s 
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God's vergeance on Aſia. | 29 
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bring them with a mighty hand and a ſtretched- 
out arm, and {mite Egypt with plagues, as be- 
tore, and will deſtroy all the land thereof, 12 
Egypt ſhall mourn, and the foundation of it ſhall 
be {ſmitten with the plague and puniſhment 
that God ſhall bring upon it. 13 They that till 
the ground ſhall mourn : for their ſeeds ſhall fail 
through the blaſting and hail, and with a fearful 
- conſtellation. 14 Woe to the world and them 
that dwell therein! 15 For the ſword and their 
deſtruction draweth nigh, and one people ſhall 
ſtand up to fight againſt another, and ſwords in 
their hands. 16 For there ſhall be {edition 
among men, and invading one another ; they 
mall not regard their kings nor princes, and the 
courie of their actions ſhall {tand in their power. 
„man fhall deſire to go into a city, and ſhall 
not be able. 18 For becaule of their pride the 
cities hall be troubled, the houſes ſhall be de- 
{troyed, and men ſhall be afraid. 19 A man ſhall 
have no pity upon his neighbour, but ſhall de- 
{troy-their houſes with the ſword, and ſpoil their 
goods, becauſe of the lack of bread, and for 
great tribulation, 
20 Behold, faith God, I will call together all 
tie kings of the earth to reverence me, which 
are from the riſing of the f ſun, from the louth. 
from the ealt, and Libanus ; to turn themſclves 
one againſt another, and repay the things that 
they have done to them. 21 Like as they do yet 
this day unto my choſen, ſo will I do allo, and re- 
compenſe in their boſom. Thus faith the Lord 
» God; 22 My right-hand ſhall not ſpare the {in- 
ners, and my {word ſhall not ceaſe over them that 
lied innocent blood upon the carth. 23 The 
tire is gone forth from his wrath, and hath con- 
ſumed the foundations of the earth, and the ſin- 
ners, like the {traw that is kindled. 24 Woe to 
them that ſin, and keep not my commandments ! 
faith the Lord. 25 J will not ſpare them: go 
vour way, ye children, from the power, defile 
not my ſanctuary. 26 For the Lord knoweth 
them that fin againſt him, and therefore deli- 
'zreth he them unto death and deſtruction. 27 
or now are the plagues come upon the whole 
tarth, and ye ſhall remain in them: for God ſhall 
not deliver you, becauſe ye have ſinned againſt 
aim. 28 Behold an horrible viſion, and the ap- 
pearance thereof from the eaſt: 29 Where the 
"ations of the dragons of Arabia ſhall come out 
with many chariots, and the multitude of them 
all be carried as the wind upon. earth, that all 
tuey which hear them may fear and tremble. 30 
allo the Carmanians raging in wrath ſhall go 
torth as the wild boars of the wood, and with 
cat power ſhall they come, and join battle with 
em, and mall walte a portion of the land of 
il? Altyrians. 31 And then ſhall the dragons 
"ave the upper hand, remembering their nature ; 
«dit they thall turn themſelves, conſpiring to- 
ater un great power to perſecute them, 32 
hen theſe ſhall be troubled, and keep ſilence 
trough their power, and ſhall flee. 33 And 
hom the land of the Aſſyrians ſhall the enemy 
vliege them, and conſume ſome of them, and in 
er hat ſhall be fear and dread, and ftrife || among 
en kinys, 34 Behold clouds from the eaſt and 
xm the north unto the ſouth, and they are very 
eto look upon, full of wrath and ſtorm. 
>) +2Y ail finite one upon another, and * they 
0 "a mute down a great multitude of {tars upon 
b. Ae. even their own ſtar; and“ blood ſhall 
En an the iword unto the belly, 36 And dung 
T% zu unco the camei's || hough. 37 And there 
de great fearfulneſs and trembling upon 


Nr 
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earth: and they that fee the wrath ſhall be afrail, 
and trembling ſhall come upon them. 38 And 
then ſhall there come preat ſtorms from the 
ſouth, and from the north, and another part from 
the welt. 39 And {trong winds ſhall arite from 
the eaſt, and ſhall open it; and the cloud which 
he raiſed up in wrath, and the [tar ſtirred to cauſe 
tear toward the caſt and weſt wind, fhall be de- 
ſtroyed. | 

40 The great and mighty clouds hall be lifted 
up full of wrath, and the ſtar, that they may 
make all the earth afraid, and them that dwell 
therein ; and they ſhall pour out over every high 
and eminent place an horrible ſtar, 41 Fire, 
and hail, and flying {words, and many. waters, 
that all fields may be full, and all rivers, with the 
abundance of great waters. 42 And they {hall 
break down the citics and walls, mountains and 
hills, trees of the wood, and grats- of the Taca- 
dows, and their corn. 43 And they ſhall go {ted- 
faſtly unto Babylon, and || make her afraid. 441 0 
They ſhall come to her, and beſiege her, the tar" 
and all wrath ſhall they pour out upon her: then 
hall the duſt and ſnoke go up unto the heaven, 
and all they that be about her ſhall bewail her. 
45 And they that remain under her ſhail do ſer— 
vice unto them that have put her in tear, 46 
And thou, Afta, that art || partaker of the hope” , 
of Babylon, and art the glory of her perſon : 
47 Woe be unto thee, thou wretch, becauſe thou 
haſt made thylelt like unto her; and halt decked 
thy daughters in whoredom, that they might 
pleaſe and glory in thy lovers, which have alway 
deſired to commit whoredoin with thee! 48 
Thou haſt followed her that is bated in all her 
works and inventions: therefore faith God, 49 
[* will ſend plagues upon thee ; Widow hood, po-* 8. 
verty, famine, Word, and peſtilence, to waſte thy © ** 
houſes with deſtruction and death. 30 And the 
glory of thy power ſhall be dried up as a flower, 
when the heat ſhall ariſe that is {ent over thee, 
51 Thou ſhalt be weakened as a poor woman 
with ſtripes, and as one chaltiſed with vw ounds, ſo 
that the mighty and lovers ſhall not be able to 
receive thee. 52 Would J with jealouſy have 
ſo proceeded againſt thee, faith the Lord, 53 it 
thou hadſt not always flain my cholen, exalting 
the ſtroke of thine hands, and ſaying over their 
dead f, when thou walt drunken, 54 Set forth ? i" 
the beauty of thy countenance? 55 The re- 
ward of thy whoredom fſhail be in thy boſom, 
therefore ſhalt thou receive recompence. 56 
Like as thou haſt done unto my choſen, faith the 
Lord, even ſo ſhall God do unto thee, and ſhalt 
deliver thee into miſchief. £7 Thy children 
ſhall die of hunger, and thou halt fall through 
the ſword : thy cities ſhall be broken down, and 
all thine ſhall periſh with the {word in the field.“ 
58 They that be in the mountains ſhall dic of 
hunger, and cat their own fleſh, and drink their 
own blood, for very hunger of bread, and thirtt 
of water. 59 Thou as unhappy ſhalt come 
through the tea, and receive plagues again. 60 
And in the paſſage they ſhall ruſh on the idle city, 
and ſhall deſtroy ſome portion of thy land, and 
conſume part of thy glory, and ſhall return to 
Babylon that was deſtroyed. 61 And thou ſhalt 
be caſt down by them as ſtubble, and they ſhall 
be unto thee as fire; 62 And ſhail conſume 
thee, and thy cities, thy land, and thy mountains; 
all thy woods and thy fruitful trees (hail they 
burn up with fire. 63 Thy children fhall 
they carry away captive, and, look, what thou 
halt, they ſha!l ſpoil it, and || mar the beauty of 
thy face. 


ſl Or, 
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the judge ſtandeth at the door; and the day of recompence draweth nigh, 


Ae Oey 


EY the wicked may flatter themſelves with impunity, yet 
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mon the bad will meet puniſhment, and the BN reward. PARAPHRASE, 


* 
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30] Babylon, Oc. threatened. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
1 Babylon and other places are threatened with plagues 
that cannot be avoided, 23 and with deſolation, Or. 

OE be unto thee, Babylon, and Aſia! woe 

be unto thee, Egypt, and Syria! 2 Gird 

up yourſelves with cloths of ſack and hair, be- 
wail your children, and be ſorry ; for your de- 
{truction is at hand. 3 A {word is ſent upon you, 
and who may turn it back? 4 A fire is ſent 
among you, and who may quench it? 5 Plagues 
are ſent unto you, and what is he that may 
drive them away? 6 May any man drive away 
an hungry lion in the wood ? or may any one 
quench the fire in ſtubble, when it hath begun 
to burn? 7 May one turn again the arrow that 
is ſhot of a ſtrong archer? 8 The mighty Lord 
ſendeth the plagues, and who is he that can 
drive them away? 9 A fire ſhall go forth from 
his wrath, and who is he that may quench it? 
10 He ſhall caſt lightnings, and who {hall not 
tear ? he ſhall thunder, and who ſhall not be 
afraid? 11 The Lord ſhall threaten, and who 
ſhall not be utterly beaten to powder at his pre- 
ſence? 12 The earth quaketh, and the founda- 
tions thereof; the ſea ariſeth up with waves from 
the deep, and the waves of it are troubled, and the 
fiſhes thereof alſo, before the Lord, and betore 
the glory of his power: 13 For ſtrong is his right- 


— 


hand that bendeth the bow, his arrows that he 


ſhootetlhi are ſharp, and ſhall not miſs, when they 
begin to be ſhot into the ends of the world, 
Behold, the plagues are ſent, and ſhall not return 
again, until they come upon the earth. 15 The 
fire is kindled, and ſhall not be put out, till it con- 
ſume the foundation of the earth. 16 Like as an ar- 
row which is ſhot of a mighty archer returneth not 
backward : even ſo the plagues that ſhall be ſent 
upon earth ſhall not return again. 17 Woe is 
me! woe is me! who will deliver me in thoſe 
days? 18 The beginning of ſorrows and great 
mouraings ; the begining of famine and great 
death; the beginning of wars, and the powers 
ſhall ſtand in fear; the beginning of evils! what 
thall 1 do when theſe evils ſhall come? 19 Be- 
hold, famine and plague, tribulation and anguiſh, 
are ſent as ſcourges for amendment. 20 But 
for all theſe things they ſhall not turn from their 
wickednels, nor be alway mindful of the ſcourges. 
21 Behold, victuals ſhall be ſo good cheap 
upon earth, that they ſhall think themſelves to 
be in good caſe, and even then {hall || evils grow 
upon earth, ſword, famine, and great confuſion. 
22 For many of them that dwell upon earth 
ſhall periſh with famine; and the other, that 
eſcape the hunger, ſhall the {word deſtroy. 23 
And the dead ſhall be caſt out as dung, and there 
ſhall be no man to comfort them : tor the carth 
ſhall be waſted, and the cities ſhall be caſt down. 
24 There ſhall be no man left to till the earth, 
and to ſow it. 25 The trees ſhall give fruit, and 
who ſhall gather them? 26 The grapes ſhall 
ripen, and who ſhall tread, them? for all places 
{hall be deſolate of men: 27 So that one man 
{hall defire to fee another, and to hear his voice. 
28 For of a city there ſhall be ten left, and two 
of the field, which ſhall hide themſelves in the 
thick groves, and in the clefts of the rocks, 29 
As * in an orchard of olives upon every tree 
there are left three or four olives; 30 Or as 
when a vineyard 1s gathered, there are left ſome 
cluſters of them that diligently ſcek through the 
vineyard: 31 Even fo in thole days there ſhall 


Or, 
Signet. 
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be three or four left by them that ſearch theis 
houſes with the {ſword. 32 And the earth thatl 
be laid, waiſte, and the fields thereot {hai vin 
old, and her ways and all her paths ſhall grow 
full of thorns, becauſe no man ſhall travel there. 
through. 33 The virgins ſhall mourn, havino 
no bridegrooms; the women ſhall mourn, having 
no huſbands; their daughters thall mourn, havin; 
no helpers. 34 In the wars {hill their brig 
grooms be deſtroyed, and their hu{bands {halt 
periſh of famine. 35 Hear now thele things, an 
underſtand them, ye ſervants of the Lord. 

36 Behold the word of the Lord, receive it . 
believe not the gods of whom the Lord ſpake. 
37 Behold, the plagues draw nigh, and arc not 
lack. 38 As when a woman with child in the 
ninth month bringeth forth her ſon, within two 
or three hours of her birth great pains compatls 
her womb, which pains, when the child comerh 
forth, they flack not a moment: 39 Even 0 
ſhall not the plagues be flack to come upon the RY. 
earth, and the world ſhall mourn, and torrows © 
ſhali come upon it on every fide. 40 O my peo- 
ple, hear my word: make you ready to the battle, 
and in thoſe evils be even as pilgrims upon the 
carth. 41 b He that ſelleth, let him be as he that?. 
teeth away: and he that buyeth, as one that will! 2 
lole: 42 He that occupieth merchandiſe, as he 3. 
that hath no profit by it: and he that buildeth, AM 
as he that ſhall not dwell therein: 43 He tat 
ſoweth, as if he ſhouid not reap : lo alſo he that 
planteth the vineyard, as he that thall not gather 
the grapes: 44 I hey that marry, as they that 
ſhall get no children; and they that marry not, 
as the widowers. 45 And theretore they that 
labour, labour in vain: 46 For ſtrangers thall 
reap their fruits, and {poil their goods, cvcrthrow 
their houſes, and take their children captives, for . 
in | captivity and famine {hall they get children. o _ 
47 And they that occupy their merchandile with” WW... if 
robbery, the more they deck their cities, their 
houſes, their poſleſtions, and their own perſons: 
48 The more will } be angry wich them for their 
lin, faith the Lord. 49 Like as a whore envieth 
a right honeſt and virtuous woman: 50 So ſhall 
righteouſne!s hate iniquity, when ſhe decketh 
herielf, and ſhall accuic her to her face, When 
he cometh that fliall defend him that Giligently ll * 
learcheth out every {in upon earth. 51 Ard } 
therefore be ye not like thereunto, nor to the 
works thereoi, 52 For yet a little, and miquity 
ſhall be taken away out of the earth, and righte- 
ouſnels ſhall reign among you. 

53 Let not the ſinner ſay that he hath not ſin- 


= . chu ways 4 et a 
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ned: for God ſhall burn coals of fire upon his head, Wh 
which ſaith before the Lord God and his glory, "Greta 
have not finned. 54 Behold, the Lord know: it 2] 
eth all the works of men, *© their imaginations, ©* ; prop 
their thoughts, and their hearts: 55 Which 17, 
ſpake but the word, Let the earth be made; aud * 
it was * made: Let the heaven be made; and it © n. 
was created. 56 in his word were the ſtars made, Þ with 
and he knoweth the number of them. 57 Her :»: 

learcheth the deep, and the treaſures thereof; he in the 
hath meaſured the fea, and what it containeth. tribe 
58 He hath ſhur the ſea in the midſt of the wa- or ler 
ters, and with his word hath he hanged the earth tides 
upon the waters. 59 He ſpreadeth out the hea- , 

vens like a vault; upon the waters hath he , Moſt 
founded it. 60 In the deſert hath he made {pri 5 Nov 
of water, and pools upon the tops of the N and th 
tains, that the floods might pour down from Ine unto 
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PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axv COMMENTARY. 


Cray. XVI. Ver. 1. Wee be unto thee, &c.] The Almighty threatens 
to ſend grievous plagues upon Babylon, and the neighbouring nations ; de- 
clares the fury of his wrath ſhall conſume them like a burning fire ; aud that 
famine, plague, anguiſh, grief, and deſolation, ſhould be his ſcourges. 

4 


4 


| 


** 


Ver. 40. O my people, hear my word, & c.] The true _—— | 


Moſt High, being only pilgrims in this vale of miſery, m 14 4 
go croubles and <iions 1 no man is without ſin, no man _— 
endeavour to conceal it; but by a confeſſion of his faults 2 
and with an humiliating ſenſe of them, ſhould implore forgivenc's 
liverance from his afflictions, PRAC 


; _ | * 5 
Loc R THA. S 


God's people comforted. | 31 


8 „ high rocks to water the earth. 61 He made 


man, and put his heart in the midlt of the body, 
and gave him breath, lite, and underſtanding, 62 
Yea, and the ſpirit of Almighty God, which made 
all things, and ſearcheth out all hidden things in 
the ſecrets of the earth, 63 Surely he knoweth 
our inventions, and what ye think in your hearts, 
tren them that fin, and would hide their ſin. 64 
Therefore hath the Lord exactly ſearched out 
all your works, and he will put you all to ſhame, 
6: And when your fins are brought forth, ye 
(hall be aſhamed before men, and your own fins 
(hall be your acculers in that day. 66 What wil! 
ve do? or how will ye hide your fins before God 
and his angels? 67 behold, God himſelf is the 
judge, fear him: leave off from your fins, and 
forget your iniquities, to meddle no more with 
them for ever: ſo ſhall God lead you forth, and 
deliver you from all trouble. 68 For, behold, 
the burning wrath of a great multitude is kindled 
over you, and they ſhall take away certain of you, 
| and feed you, || being idle, with things offered 
— unto idols. 69 And they that conſent unto them 
ay (hall be had in deriſion and in reproach, and trod. 


* —— 


RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVI. 
ze and following verſes of this chapter bear a molt ſtriking reſem- 


— 
66 


den under foot. 70 For there ſhall be in every 
place, and in the next cities, a great inſurrection 
upon thoſe that fear the Lord. 71 They ſhall 
be like mad men, ſparing none, but {till ſpoiling 
and deſtroying thoſe that fear the Lord. 72 For 
they ſhall walte and take away their goods, and 
calt them out of their houſes. 73 Then fhall 
they be known, who are my choſen ; and they 
ſhall be tried as the gold in the fire. 

74 Hear, O ye my beloved, faith the Lord : 
behold, the days of trouble are at hand, but 1 
will deliver you from the fame. 75 Be ye not 
afraid, neither doubt; for God is your guide, 
76 And the guide of them who keep my com- 
mandments and precepts, faith the Lord God: 
let not your fins weigh you down, anch let not your 
niquities lift up themſelves. 77 Woe be unto 
them that are bound with their ſins, and covered 
with their iniquitics, like as a field is covered 
over with buſhes, and the path thereof covered 
With thorns, that no man may travel through! 
78 It is || left undreſled, and is caſt into the fire 5% 
to be conſumed therewith. : 


blance to ſome paſſiges in the book of Job, where we meet with many 


ſublime deſcriptions of the Almighty in his power, providence, and grace. 


˖ * probability 
a lived in 
184 or after 

: | * 8 the capti- 
38 R , 


vity, might 
compile 
and digeſt 


. 


Ade. 


proerty, and blindneſs. 


VT * EF LY 


THE ARGUMENT. \% 3 


— into proper 
order. It 


that this 


«This book ccd never efteemed as canonical, except by a decree of the council of Trent, and probably cui de v3 


originally 


never ſeen by the Fewiſh church, It is, however, of great uſe, by repreſenting and recommending tg orten 


either in 


ur the duties of charity and patience, in the example of 'Tobit's readily helping hrs brethren, in thetr ie Chat- 
y* 3 . . . . - . «- 3 * . . . d _ 
dreſs, to the utmoſt of his power ; and in bearing with reſignation the calamities of his captivity, bee ku. 


brew lan= 
guage. 


RI. 
Tic deſcent and piety from his youth: 9 his mar- 
ridge, captrony, and advancement ; I 4 be leaveth 
u in truft with Gabael in Media, Oe. 


HE, book of the || words of Tobit, fon 
5 of Lobiel, the fon of Ananiel, the ſon 
f of Aduel, the ſon of Gabael, of the ſced 
of Aſael, of the tribe of Nephthali; 2 
ho in the time of | Enemetlar king of the Af: 
_ trans ® was led captive out of Ihiſbe, which is 
„the right-hand. of that city, which is called 
. Properly || Nephthali in Galilee above Aſer. 3 
| Tobit have walked all the days of my lite in the 
Wy of truth and juſtice, and | did many almſ- 
. Weds to my brethren, and my nation, who came 
vt! me to Nineve, into the land of the Ailyri- 
ar 4 And when I was in mine own country, 
the land of Iſrael, being but young, » all the 
Viz of Nephthali my father fell from the houſe 
0 Jeruſalem, which was choſen out of all the 
ves of Iſrael, that all the tribes ſhould ſacritice 
e where the temple of the habitation of the 
ald High was conſecrated and built for all ages. 
53 Now all the tribes which together revolted, 
ad the houſe of my father Nephthali, ſacrificed 
us M0 || the © heifer Baal. 6 But J alone went of- 
en to Jeruſalem at the fealts, as it was ordained 


* 8 
+ nk 
I 1 


N. | 
: PHRASE, EXPOSITION, anv COMMENTARY. 
ur. I. Ver. 15. Now aoben Enemeſar was dead. &c.] The perſon 


i T7 1 
Laemeſſar could be no other than Sennacherib, the famous king 


unto all the people of Iſrael by an everlaſting de- 2 
cree, © having the {ir{t-iruits and tenths of increaſe, 3,“ ** 
with that which was firſt ſhorn ; and them gave 3 
at the altar to the prictts the children of Aaron. 
he tir{t tenth part of all increaſe 1 gave to the 
{ons of || Aaron, who miniltered art * ferulilem : |] Or, 
another tenth part J fold away, and went, and jj , 
ſpent it every year at Jeruſalem: „8 And the 
third gave unto them to whom it was meet, as rom © 
Debora my father's mother had commanded me, 
becauſe J was left an orphan by my father. 9 
Furthermore, when I was come to the age of a 
mam I married Anna of mine * own kindred, e Nun. 36. 
and of her I begat 'T'obias. 10 And when we“ 
were carried away captives to Nineve, all my 
brethren and thoſe that were of my kindred did 
eat of the h bread of the Gentiles. 11 But ] Cn. 43. 
kept + myſelf from eating; 12 Becauſe I re- n. 1. 3. 
membered God with all my heart. 13 And the , 
Moſt High gave me grace and favour before“ ““ 
Enemeſſar, ſo that I was his F purveyor. 14 t %% 
And I went into Media, and left in truſt with 
Gabael, the brother of Gabrias, || at Rages a city | 0, 
of Media ten talents of ſilver. x IS 
15 Now when Enemeſſar was dead, Sennache- L. 
rib his ſon reigned in his ſtead ; f whole eſtate + cr. 
was troubled, that I could not go into Media, % 


to bam were 


16 And in the time of Enemeſſar I gave many ue. 


of Aſlyria, who lived in the reign of Hezekiah king of Judah, whoſe king- 
dom he invaded : this haughty prince was murdered by two of his own ſons, 
while he was worſhipping his chief idol in the great temple in the city of 


Nineveh. 
PRACTICAL 


CEE ITS 


, 


. 


32 'Tobit becomes blind. 


* 


1 


i Job 3. alms to my brethren, i and gave my bread to the 
e hungry, 17 And my clothes to the naked: and 
%% if 1 Jaw any of my nation dead, or caſt || about 
©. the walls of Nineve, * I buried him. 18 And it 
k 2 Eſdras the king Sengacherib had ſlain any, when he was 
12 Kings come, and fled from Judea, I buried them pri- 
1-35-36 vily z for in his wrath he killed many; but the 
36, 37. bodies were not found, when they were ſought 
Ecclus-43: for of the king. 19 And when one of the Nine- 
x Mac. 7. Vites went and complained of me to the king, 
ne. g. that I buried them, and hid myſelf; underſtand- 
19. ing that I was ſought for to be put to death, I 

withdrew myſelf for fear. 20 Then all my goods 

were forcibly taken away, neither was there any 

thing left me, beſide my wite Anna and my ſon 

Tobias. 21 And there paſſed not five and fifty 
m2 Kings days, before two of his ſons ® killed him, and they 


19.37- fled into the mountains of Ararath ; and || Sar- 
32.21. chedonus his ſon reigned in his ſtead ; who ap- 


Eſar-bad- pony over his father's accounts, and over all 
don. lis affairs, Achiacharus my brother Anaels ſon, 
22 And Achiacharus intreating for me, I re- 
turned to Nineve. Now Achiacharus was cup- 
bearer and keeper of the ſignet, and ſteward, and 


1 0c, , overſeer of the accounts: and || Sarchedonus ap- 
„pointed him next unto him: and he was my bro- 


ther's ſon. 
CHAPTER I. 
1 Tobit leaveth his meat to bury the dead; ꝙ he be- 


cometh blind: 11 his wife taketh in work to get her 
living: 13 they fall out about a kid. 


OW when 1 was come hoine again, and my 

IN wife Anna was reſtored unto me, with my 

{on Tobias, in the feaſt of Pentecoſt, which is 

2 Fx9d.34 the * holy fealt of the ſeven weeks, there was a 
Da. 16. Food dinner prepared me, in the which J fat 
10,111 down to eat. 
meat, I ſaid to my ſon, Go and bring what poor 

man ſoever thou ſhalt find out of our brethren, 

who is mindful of the Lord; and, lo, I tarry for 

thee. 3 But he came again, and faid, Father, one 

of our nation is ſtrangled, and is caſt out in the 
market- place. 4 Then before I had taſted of any 

meat, I ſtarted up, and took him up into a room 

until the going down of the fun. 5 Ihen J re- 
turned, and waſhed myſelf, and ate my meat in 

v Ames 8. heavineſs, 6 Remembering that prophecy * of 


8,10 Amos, as he laid, © Your feaſts ſhall be turned into 
39. mourning, and all your mirth into lamentation. 


7 'Fheretore 1 wept: and after the going down 

of the fun 1 went and made a grave, and buried 

him. 8 But my neighbours mocked me, and 

laid, "I his man is not yet afraid to be put to 

« 1.1.19. death for this matter: who fled away; and yet, 
lo, he burieth the dead again. 

9 be ſame night alſo 1 returned from the 

burial, and ſlept by the wall of my court-yard, 

N, being * polluted, and my face was uncovered : 

n 10 And I knew not that there were || ſparrows in 

/w4ow. the wall, and mine eyes being open, the ſparrows 

o muted warm dung into mine eyes, and || a white- 

«5 neſs came in mine eyes; and I went to the phy- 

l cians, but they helped me not: moreover Achia- 

charus did nourith me, until 1 went into Ely mais. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 

Tobit could have little more than a temporary reward in view, and yet he 
was ſtirred up to do acts of kindneſs to others; how much more then ihould 
chriſtians, who look for a crown of glory hereafter, abound in every good 
word and work, to the glory of God, and benefit of the afflicted! 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axd COMMENTARY. 


Cray. II. Ver. 4. Then before I had taſted of any meat, &c.] We have 
here a very remarkable inſtance of humanity. Tobit, on hearing that an 
[ſraelite was ſlain, would not taſte any meat till he had taken up the body 
and conveyed it to his chamber, in order to bury it 23 darkneſs of 
the night. He well knew what he had to expect from the ing of Nineve, 
ſhould he be informed of this tranſaction, and had ſuffered before ſeverely 
en the ſame account; but danger could not deter him from performing an 


* 


2 And when 1 ſaw abundance of 


[4POCRYpH 4 


11 And my wife Ani 5 
y 1 || did take womets u. aud 


to do. 12 And when ſhe had ſent them b 7 
to the owners, they paid her wages, and rg ve 5 
alſo beſides a kid. 13 And when it wWas 1 = = 
houſe, and began to cry, I ſaid unto her N 9 
whence is this kid? is it not ſtolen? render si. ak 
the owners; for it is not lawful to 3 Tb 
thing that is ſtolen. 14 But ſhe replies oy 
me, It was given for a gift more than the ar * 
Howbeit I did not believe her, but bade e 
der it to the owners: and I was aballiecl a1 | ag 
But * ſhe replied upon me, Where are tit wack 1 
and thy righteous deeds? || behold, thou 4 al 2 
thy works are known. On 94 
| "avs 
CHAPTER III. wo 
r Tobit grieved with his wife's taunts prayeth, Fi 
reproached by her father's maids pray. th at 1 |; : on 
time. 16 An angel is ſeit to their relief, e 
1 [ being grieved did weep, and in my 
 forrow prayed, faying, 2 O Lord, thy; 
art juſt, and all thy works and all thy wass Ire 
mercy and truth, and thou judgelt truly and juſtiy 
tor ever. 3 Remember me, and look on mc 
puniſh me not for my ſins and ignorance. ang 
the ſms of my fathers, who have ſinned bete 
thee: 4 For they obeyed not thy command. 
ments : wherefore thou haſt delivered us {or aa 
{ ipoil, and unto captivity, and unto death, an tor „. 


a proverb of reproach to all the nations amons 
| whom we are diſperſed. 5 And now thy jada 
ments are many and true: deal with me dong. 
ing to my fins and my fathers”: becauſe we have 
not kept thy commandments, neither hve wall; 
ed in truth before thee. 6 Now therefore deal 
| with me as ſeemeth beſt unto thee, and con: 
mand my ſpirit to be taken from me, that I may 
be || diflolved, and become earth: for it is pro-. % 
table for me to die rather than to live, becauic "Bl 
[ have heard falſe reproaches, and have much 4 
forrow : command therefore that I may now be. 
| delivered out of this diſtreſs, and go into the 
everlaſting place: turn not thy face away from 
me. 7 It came to pals the ſame day, that in c- 
batane, a city of Media, Sara the daughter of Ra- 
guel was allo reproached by her father's mai; 
8 Becaule that ſhe had been married to ſcven 
huſbands, whom Aſmodeus the evil fpirit had 
killed, before they had lain with her. Doſt thou 
not know, ſaid they, that thou haſt itrangled - 
thine haibands? thou haſt had already {even hut 
bands, neither waſt thou named after any of them. 
9 Wherefore dolt thou beat us for them? it they 
be dead, go thy ways after them, let us never ſce 
of thee either fon or daughter. 10 M hen ſhe 
heard thele things, ſhe was very ſorrowtul, tv 
that ſhe thought to have {trangled herielf; and 
ſhe ſaid, I am the only daughter of my father. 
and if 1 do this, it ſhall be a reproach unto hun, 
and I ſhall bring his old age with ſorrow unto 
the grave. 


— . » __Y 
holy and glorious name is ble{fed and honourav. 


action of charity; he rather choſe to expoſe himſelf to the fury 0! > 
donus, than let the dead body of one of bis brethren remain e 
ſtreet, 
PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 
Though the juſtice of God frequently fees fit to puniſh his Te. 98 
ple, yet he at the ſame time faiſs not to viſit them in ther 
comforts them under afflictions, in order to convince them of 52 fe 
that law which they have broken by their tranſgreſſions. Rn: 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axp-COMMENTI 
Cnae.1!I, Ver. 8. 4/norus the evil ſpirit.] Moſt commentator 
opinion that the name Aſmodeus is of Hebrew extraction. 450 '> 
deſtroy or exterminate ; and therefore no more is meant, tan . 
Jews in that age believed there was a deſtroyin angel, Wo W 
divine vengeance on all tranſgrefors of the law of Moles, 
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EY. V. 


Tobias meets the gut. 33 


S—_— . 
12 And now, O Lord, | {et mine eyes and my 


tice toward thee, 
the earth, that I may hear no more the reproach. 
14 'I hou knowelt, Lord, that | am pure from all 
fin with man, 15 And that I never polluted my 
nunc, nor the name of my father, in the land of 
my captivity: I am the only daughter of my ta- 
ther, neither hath he any child ro be his heir, 
- neither any near | kinſman, nor any fon of his 
alive, to whom 1 may keep myſelf for a wife: 
my ſeven huſbanas are already dead; and why 
(ould 1 live? but if it pleaſe not thee that | 
mould die, command fome regard to be had of 
me, and pity taken of me, that | hear no more 
repronch. 16 So the prayers of them both were 
card before the majelty of the great God. 17 
And Raphael was ſent to heal them both, that 
is, to ſcale away the whitencls of Pobit's eyes, 
and to give Sara the daughter of Rayuel, for a 


1. Almodeus the evil tpirit ; © becaute ſhe belonged 
to ['obias by right of inheritance. The ſelt-lanie 
time came Tobit home, and entered into his 
houſe, and Sara the daughter of Raguel came 
down from her upper chamber. 

CHAT'I 4 A+ TV. 

Tit giveth inſtructions to his fon Toptas, 20 and 
wlleth him of the money left wit Gabact in Media. 
Þ that day Tobit remembered the money 

which he had committed to Gabacl in Ruvzes 
of Media, 2 And ſaid with himſelf, | have wiſhed 
tor death; wherefore do I not call for my fon 
{obias, that I may ſignify to him of e mor y 
before I die? And when he had called him, 
he {tid, My fon, when I am dead, bury me; an 

+ *(defpite not thy mother, © but honour her all the 

„ days of thy life, and do that which ſhall pleaſe 

ber, and orieve her not. 4 Remember, my fon, 
that the {aw many dangers tor thee, Th 1/1: 

wit in her womb; and when ſhe is dead, bury 
her by me in one grave. 5 My fon, be mindtul 
of the Lord our God all thy days, and let not 
thy will be fet to fin, or to tranlgreſs his con- 
mandrents : do uprightly all thy lite long, and 
tolow not the ways of unrighteoutneſs. 6 For 
thou deal truly, thy doings ſhall proiperoutly 
ccd to thee, and to all them that live jultly, 

e alms of thy ſubſtance; and when thou 

+4 PIVCHL aims, let not thine eye be envions, neither 

- lurniky lace from any poor, and rhe face of God 

tall not he turned away from thee. 8 If thou 

bat obemdance, © give alms according]y : if thou 
| have hut a little, be not afraid to give according 

„ to that little: For thou *'layeit up a good 
. trealure for thyſelf againſt the day of neceility. 

ie Hccauſe that alms do deliver from death, 

"1d futereth not to come into darkneſs. 11 For 

ams i5 4 good gift unto all that give it in the 

1 lint of the Moſt High. 12 Beware of all 

Whorecom, my fon, and chiefly take a wife of 

the feed of thy fathers, and take not a ſtrange 

oma to wite, which is not of thy father's tribe: 
tor we are the children of the prophets, Noe, 

Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob: remember, my fon, 

"at our fathers from the beginning, even that 

they all married wives of their own kindred, and 

were bleſſed in their children, and their feed {hall 

Merit the land. 
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| 1 CAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. III. 
ho On we meet with many inſtances of angels appcaring to 
TW reed de nnch 2 much more magnificent deſcription of their ſeveral 
een 1 bg this apocryphal author; ſo that every part 
*$6U_ WIHTR Care, 
NaPHRAS E, E 
Ne. IV. v 
er.! 
r af Ufe 


No. III. 
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XPOSITION, an» COMMENTARY. 
. The Lord himſelf giveth all good things.] God 1s the 
znd happineſs, the inexhauſtible ſource of every thing that 
\ 


13 And ſay, Take me out of 


wite to Tobias the fon of Tobit; and to bind 


— 
13 Now therstore, my ton, love thy brethren, 

and deſpite not in thy heart thy brethren, the 

ons and daughters of thy people, in 707 taking a 

wite of them: for in pride is deſtruction and 

much trouble, and in lewdneſs is decay and great 

want: for lewdncois is the mother of famine. 14 

Let not the wages of any man, which hath # +: 19- 

wrought for thee, tarry with thee, but give him ent. 24. 

it out of hand: for it thou ferve God, he will 1+ 25: 

allo repay thee : be circumſpect, my lon, in all E 

things thou doelt, andbþbe wife in all thy conver- Eph. 5. 18. 

lation. 15 Do that to no man which thou hateſt: 17. 

drink not wine to make thee drunken : neither Luke 6. 

let drunkennels go with thee in thy journey.“ 

16 ” Give of thy bread to the hungry, an of thy wach. 1.46. 

garments to thein that are naked ; ain accord ie 14. 

ing to thine abundance " vive alins; and © let not 13: 

thine eye be envious, when thou givelt alms. 17 Mar. 6. «. 

Pour out thy bread on the burial of the juſt, but ee. 7: 

give nothing to the wicked. 18 Alk counſel of 

all that are wile, and delpite not any counſel that 

is profitable. 19 Blels the Lord thy God alway, 

and dchire of him that thy ways may be directed, 

and that all thy paths and coumels may profper : 

ror every nation hath not counſel ; ” but ther James 1 

Lord himſelf giveth all good things, and he hum- 

bluth whom he will, as le will; now therefore, 

iny fon, remember my comman«ments, neither 

let them be put out of thy mind. 20 And now 

| fignity this to thee, that] coinmitted ten talents 

to Gabict the of Gabrias at Rages in Media. 

21 And fearnot, my fon, that we are made poor: 

tor“ thou halt much wealth, if thou fear God, 3 U. 

and depart from all fin, and do that which is 

pleating in his ſight. 


CHAP 2+ ENV; 
— 


1 Tovias going t0 ſeek a pride meeteth the angel, who 
agreeth u, go with hims 7. be bringeth him to his 
fether, who is jatisfied with his kindred, Ot. 


18 bias then anſwered and ſaid, Father, I will 
do all things which thou haſt commanded 
me: 2 But how can I] receive the money, ſce— 
ing I know him not? 3 Then he gave him the 
hand-writing, and {aid unto him, Seck thee a 
man which may go with thee, while J yet live, 
and | will give him wages: and go and reccive 
the money. 4 "I heretore when he went to {eek 
a man, he found Raphael that was an angel. 5 
But he knew not ; and he faid unto him, Cant 
thou go with me to Rages? and knoweſt thou 
thole places well? 6 Io whom the angel faid, 
{| will go with thee, and 1 know the way well: 
for | have lodoed with our brother Gabacl. 
"Then Tobias faid unto him, Larry for me, till I 
tell my father, 8 Ihen he ſaid unto him, Go, 
and tarry not. So he went in and faid to his 
father, Behold, I have found one which will go 
with me. Then he laid, Call him unto me, that 
| may know of what tribe he is, and whether he 
be a truſty wan to go with thee, 

9 So he called him, and he came in, and they 
ſaluted one another. 10 Then Tobit ſaid unto 
him, Brother, ſhew me of what tribe and family 
thou art. 11 l' whom he ſaid, Doſt thou ſeek 
for a tribe or family, or an hired man to go with 
thy fon? "Then 'Lobit faid unto him, I would 
know, brother, thy kindred and name. 12 Then 


q ch. 1. 14. 
the brotha, 


is good and valuable: he it is that bleſſeth the labour of our hands, and 
giveth ſucceſs to our honeit undertakings ; and that only upon one eaſy and 
reaſonable condition, namely, that we ſhould obey his precepts, hſten to the 
words of his mouth, and glorify him in all things. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. IV. 


The paternal inſtructions of Tobit cannot be too often read, or too care- 
fully inculcated into the mind of every youth; ſince they contain infallible 
directions for his conduct and behaviour while in the wilderneſs of this world. 


7 PARAPHRASE, 


* 


— —  —— — 


34] Of the fiſh's liver, heart, and gall. 


. 


* 


[APOCRYP1,; NN 


he ſaid, I am Azarias, the ſon of Ananias the 

reat, and of thy brethren. 13 Then Tobit ſaid, 

I'hou art welcome, brother; be not now angry 

with me, becauſe I have inquired to know thy 

tribe and thy family; for thou art my brother, 

of an honeſt and good ſtock: for I know Ananias 

ach. 1. 6, and Jonathas, ſons of that great Samaias, as we 
5 went together to Jeruſalem to worſhip, and of- 
fered the fir{t-born, and the tenths of the fruits; 

och. 1.4, and they were not ſeduced withꝰ the error of our 
* brethren : my brother, thou art of a good ſtock. 
14 But tell me, what wages ſhall I give thee? 

wilt thou a drachm a day, and things neceſſary, as 

to mine own ſon? 15 Yea, moreover, if ye re- 

turn ſafe, I will add ſomething to thy wages. 16 

So they were well pleaſed. Then faid he to Po- 

bias, Frepare thyſelf for the journey, and God 


{end you a good journey, And when his fon had 


repared all things for the journey, his father 
Rid Go thou with this man, and God, which 
dwelleth in heaven, proſper your journey, and 
the angel of God keep you company. So they 
went forth both, and the young man's dog with 
them. 17 But Anna his mother wept, and ſaid 
to Tobit, Why haſt thou ſent away our ſon ? is 
he not the ſtaff of our hand, in going in and out 
before us? 18 || Be-not greedy to add money to 
2442, u money: but let it be as refuſe in reſpect of our 
15: - child. 19 || For that which the Lord hath given 
or ſor, us to live with doth ſuffice us. 20 "Then faid 


eur ſon. 
10, Tobit to her, Take no care, my filter ; he ſhall 


2 ling «7 


G44. return in ſafety, and thine eyes {hall fee him. 21 
„or the good angel will Keep him company, and 
fle. luis journey ſhall be proſperous, and he ſhall return 
lafe. 22 Then ſhe made an end of weeping. 
CHAP T ER VI. 
The angel biddeth Tobias 10 preſerve the liver, heart, 
and gall, of a fiſh he had taken 3 6 and ſheweth the 
1% of them, Or. 
AS D as they went on their journey, they 
came in the evening to the river Tigris, 
and they lodged there. 2 And when the young 
man went down to waſh himſelf, a fiſh leaped out 
of the river, and would have devoured him. 3 
Then the angel ſaid unto him, Lake the fiſh. 
And the young man laid hold of the fiſh, || and 
drew it to land. 4 l'o whom the angel faid, 
Open the fiſh, and take the heart and the liver 
and the gall, and put them up ſafely. 5 So the 
young man did as the angel commanded him; 
and when they had roaſted the fiſh, they did eat 
it : then they both went on their way, till they 
drew near to Ecbatane. 6 Then the young man 
{uid to the angel, Brother Azarias, to what ule is 
the heart and the liver and the gall of the fiſh ? 
And he ſaid unto him, Louching the heart and 
the liver, if a devil or an evil ſpirit trouble any, 
we mult make a ſmoke thereof before the man 
or the woman, and the party ſhall be no more 
vexcd, 8 As for the gall, 7: zs good to anoint a 
man that hath whitenels in his eyes, and he ſhall 
be healed. 9 And when they were come near 
to Rages, 10 The angel ſaid to the young man, 


fl Let #ot 


mney be 


U Or, 
caſt it upon 
the land, 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, AS COMMENTARY. 

Cuar.V. Ver. 12. J am Ararias, &c.] The angel is here charged with 
falſchood and prevarication ; but that this charge is intirely groundleis, will 
vlainly appear from ſeveral jumnilar caſes : for as a picture is uſuilly deno- 
minated from the perſon it repreſents; and he who acts the part of Cato, in 
the drama, does for that time go under his name; ſo Raphael being 
ſent: by God in the form and appearance of a young man, was therefore to 
act and ſpeak in that capacity. Nor was there any fallacy in his aſſuming 
the name of Azarias, which ſignifies God's help or aſſiſtance ; ſince he was 
manifeſtly ſent for this very purpoſe to be an aſſiſtant and guide to Tobias in 
his journey; and therefore very prudently concealed his quality of an angel, 
tnat he might more conveniently execute his commiſſion. 

PRACTICAL KEFLECTIONS on Chap, V. 

Prudence is a virtue of ſuch a uſeful and extenſive nature, that no one can 
live comfortably in the world without practiſing it in the offices of human 
ne, 


= 


DD 


Brother, to day we ſhall lodge with Ragucl. . 
is thy couſin; he allo hath one only dans... 
named Sara; I will ſpeak for her, that ſh mav 
be given thee for a wife. 11 For to thee 6 th 
the right of her appertain, ſeeing thou on: art Or, 
of her kindred. 12 And the maid is {air dun. 
wiſe : now therefore hear me, and I will i. :. | 
to her father; and when we return from !! 
we will celebrate the marriage: for ] kno x Nb 
Raguel cannot marry her to another accu! f,.; 
to the law of Moſes, but he ſhall be 11:4 0 
death, becauſe the right of inheritance doti; 5 
ther appertain to thee than to any other, : 
13 Then the young man anlwered the angel, 
have heard, brother Azarias, that tlis male hath 
been given to ſeven men, who all died in the. 
marriage- chamber. 14 And now I am the dune 
ſon of my father, and I am afraid, leit, if Igo ©, 
unto her, I die, as the other betore: for ; wicked 
ſpirit loveth her, which hurteth no body, h 
thoſe which come unto her: whercfore 1 alto f. 1 
leſt I die, and bring my father's and my mother 
lite becauſe of me to the grave with ſorrow: for 
they have no other ſon to bury them. 3 Then | 
the angel ſaid unto him, Dott thou not reimen 
ber the precepts which thy father gave tlio, that 
thou ſhouldeſt marry a wife of thine own i: 
dred ? wherefore hear me, O my brother; for 
ſhe ſhall be given thee to wife; and mike thon 
no reckoning of the evil ſpirit ; for Gus {me 
night ſhall ſhe be given thee in marriage, 16 
And when thou ſhalt come into the marriage. 
chamber, thou ſhalt take the || ajhes of pcrſume,. © 
and ſhalt lay upon them fome of the heart ang" 
liver of the fiſh, and ſhalt make a ſmoke with it: 
17 And the devil ſhall ſmell it, and flee away, 
and never come again any more : but when thou 
{halt come to her, riſe up both of you, and pray 
to God which is merciful, who will have pity on 
you, and fave you: fear not, tor {he is appointed 
unto thee from the beginning; and thon ſhalt 
preſerve her, and the ſhall go with thee. Morc- 
over 1 ſuppoſe that ſhe ſhall bear thee children. 
Now when Tobias had heard theſe things, he lo- 
you her, and his heart was || eftectually joined to 
er, | 


0 
y dauęꝑhte r, 


CHAF FER YL 
1 Tobias is kindly received by Raguel: g He fiel 
for Sara, and is told what had happencd unto ter : 
12 She is given 10 him iu mairiuge, Or. 
ND when they were come to! cbatane, they 
came to the houſe of Raguel, and Sara met 
them: and aſter they had ſaluted one another, 
ſhe brought them into the houſe, 2 Ihen fail 
Raguel to Edna his wife, How like is this young 
man to Tobit my couſin! 3 And Raguel atk 
them, From whence are ye, brethren ? Jo whom 
they ſaid, We are of thc ſous of Nephthalin, 
which are captives in Nineve. 4 Then he ©. 
to them, Do ve know Tobit our kin{manc and 
they ſaid, We know him. Then laid he, Is he 
in good health? 5 And they Haid, He is vow 
alive, and in £099 health : and "Tobias ſaid, He- 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, AND COMMENT a>. 
Chae. VI. Ver. 14. I am afraid, lat, &c.] Some ons 
adventurers have told us, that in China, and ſeveral other n 
the women often poiſon thoſe men with whom they have had ey 
tions; and there is reaſon to believe that ſuch a practice toes f 
age in which this book was written. I 
PRACTICAL REFLECTION on Chap. 
If we are real bclievers, we ſhall be preſerved from . * 
and ſhall look upon the way God in his ſcriptures tas cacude 7 
our happineſs, and ſhall blels him that we are objects ef his fred, 
jects of his grace. „ 
PARAP HR AS E, EXPOSITION, Ax p COMMENT: 
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Car. VII. Ver. 1. And when they wVverc came 1 K x % was off 
heufe of Rag ve, c.] Tobias, on his arrival at Raguel's hou 1 
with great joy and reſpect, which encouraged tte young t“ 
daughter in marriage 12 
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CHAP. m. VIL Ix 


* * 
The angel is fent for the money. [35 


— 


my father. 6 Then Raguel leaped up, and Kit- 
{ed him, and wept, 7 And blefled him, and ſaid 
unto him, Thou art the fon of an honeſt and 

50d man. But when he had heard that Tobit 
was blind, he was ſorrowful, and wept. 8 And 
likewiſe Edna his wife and Sara his daughter 


5 


fully; and after that they had killed a am of 
the flock, they ſet ſtore of meat on the table. 
Then {aid "Tobias to Raphael, Brother Azarias, 
bene of thoſe things which thou didſt talk in the 
n, and let this buſineſs be diſpatched. 
So he communicated the matter with Ra- 
ouel: and Raguel ſaid to Tobias, Eat and drink, 
and make merry: 10 For it is meet that thou 
{10nldett marry my daughter: nevertheleſs 1 will 
declare unto thee the truth. 11 I have given 
my danghter in marriage to ſeven men, who 
died that night they came in unto- her: neverthe- 
leis for the preſent be merry. But 'T obias laid, 
[ will cat nothing here, till we agree and {wear, 
one to another. 12 Raguel ſaid, 'Then take her 
from henceforth according to the || manner, tor 
* thou art her couſin, and ſhe is thine, and the 
mercitul God give you good ſucceſs in all things, 
12 hen he called his daughter Sara, and the 
came to her father, and he took her by the hand, 
and pave her to be wife to Tobias, faying, 
Behold, take her after the law of Moles, 
and lead her away to thy father. And he blet- 
ſed them; 14 And called Fdna his wife, and 
took paper, and did write an inſtrument of co- 
, and ſealed it. 15 Ihen they began to 
cat, 16 After Raguel called his wife Edna, and 
{11d unto her, Siſter, prepare another chamber, 
and bring her in thither. 17 Which when ſhe 
had done as he had bidden her, ſhe brought her 
a. thither: and ſhe wept, and ſhe | received the 
* tears of her daughter, and faid unto her, 18 
Be of good comfort, my daughter ; the Lord of 
heaven and earth give thee joy for this thy ſor- 
row: be of good comſort, my daughter. 
CHAPTER. Vin. 
i Tbias ariveth away the evil ſpirit, as he was 
taught 3 4 he aud his wife riſe up and pray. 
2 1 when they had ſupped, they brought 


I'obias in unto her. 2 And as he went, 


the || aſhes of the perfumes, and put the heart 
and the liver of the fiſh thereupon, and made a 
imoke therewith, 3 "The which ſmell when the 
evil ſpirit had ſmelled, he fled into the utmoſt 
parts of Egypt, and the angel bound him. 4 
And after that they were both ſhut in together, 
bias roſe out of the bed, and ſaid, Siſter, ariſe, 
ad let us pray that God would have pity on us. 
hen began Pobias to fay, Bleſſed art thou, 
God of our Fathers, and bleſſed 7s thy holy 


. For it is meet that thou Prouldeft marry my daughter : nevertheleſs 
e n thee the truth. In this tranſaction between Raguel and 
ion to the intended marriage, we may obſerve the honeſty 
* n 2cquainting Tobias, before the ceremony was performed, of the 
Ine queaces which would in all probability follow their nuptials, 
lat had befallen her former huſbands. But Tobias, confiding in, 
ung to obey the directions which had been given him for his eon- 
bur on this occaſion, refuſed to eat or drink till Raguel had 
"= agreed to give hm his daughter in marriage. 


"RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VII. 


"© Ieierence made, ver. 12. to the 
> i, ne find that 
vauced by the 


w wh 


ſtate of marriage under the Mo- 
many fables, in the externals of religion, had been 
Jews during their captivity in Babylon. 


PA); 

4 APHRASE, EXP. OSITION, AND COMMENTARY. - 

kap. VIII. Ver 3 Aud 7 ' 1 

Ierior pow wn e angel bound him.] That good angels have 

in ee e bad, and by the divine permiſſion can curb and re- 

ler; ee 2 is all that need be underſtood by this phraſe), is 

eic read co Pallage in the Revelation (ch. xx. 1.) very ſimilar to what 
2 * Raphael and Atmodeus : *I ſaw an angel come 


wept. Moreover they entertained them chear-: 


| 
he remembered the words of Raphael, and took 


_—_ — — 
and glorious name for ever; let the heavens bleſs 
thee, and all thy creatures. 6 * Ihou madett © *- 
Adam, and gavelt him Eve his wife for an helper © * 
and ſtay: of them came mankind : thou halt 
laid, It is not good that man ſhould be wlone ; let 
us make unto him an aid like unto himtclf, 7 
And now, O Lord, I take not this my ſiſter for 
luſt, but uprightly: zcrofore mercitully ordain 
that we may become aged together, 8 And the 
laid with him, Amen. 
9 So they ſlept both that night. And Raonel 
arole, and went and made a grave, 10 Saying, 
I fear leſt he alſo be dead. 11 But when Ragucl 
was come into his houſe, 12 He faid unto his 
wite Edna, Send one of the maids, and let her 
lee whether he be alive: if % be not, that we 
may bury him, and no man know it. 13 So the 
maid opened the door, and went in, and found 
them both aſleep, 14 And came forth, and 
told them that he was alive. 15 Theu Raquel 
praiſed God, and faid, O God, thou art worthy 
to be praifed with all pure and holy praiſe ; 
therefore let thy ſaints praiſe thee with all thy 
creatures; and let all thine angels and rhine clect 
praiſe thee for ever. 16 Thon art to be praiſed, 
tor thou haſt made me joytul ; and that is not 
come to me which I ſuſpested; but thou hast 
dealt with us according to thy great mercy. 17 
Thou art to be praiſed, becauſe thou hatt had 
mercy of two that were the only begotten chil- 
dren of their fathers : grant them mercy, 0 
Lord, and tiniſh their life in health with joy and 
mercy. 18 Then Raguel bade his ſervants to 
bill the grave. 19 And he kept the wedding-teaſt 
fourteen days. 20 For before the days of the 
marriage were hniſhed, Raguel had ſuid unto 
him by an oath, that he ſhould not depart till 
the fourteen days of the marriage were expired; 
21 And then he thould take the halt of his goods, 
and go in ſafety to his father; and ſhould have 
the reſt when 1 and my wite be dead. 
CHAF-1-5 8.124; 
1 Tobias ſendeth the angel unto Gabael for the nioney © 
6 The angel bringeth Gabael to the wedding. © 
HEN Tobias called Raphael, and ſaid unto 
him, 2 Brother Azarias, take with thee a 
ſervant, and two camels, and go to Rages of 
Media to Gabacl, and bring me the money, and 
bring him to the wedding. 3 For Raguel hath 
{worn that I ſhall not depart. 4 But my father 
counteth the days; and if I tarry long, he will 
be very ſorry. 5 So Raphael went out, and 
lodged with Gabael, and gave him the hand- 
writing : who brought forth bags which werc 
ſealed up, and gave them to him. 6 And early" Or, 
in the morning they went forth both together, 7% 
and came to the wedding: and !| Lobias bleffec # ont 
his wife. f 


= 4 — 


Or, 


TH wife, 
| unius. 


oh 


—— 
down from heaven, having the key of the bottomleſs pit, and a cat chain 
in his hand; and he laid hold on the dragon, the old ſerpent, which is the 
devil and ſatan, and bound him a thouſaud years, and caſt him into the 
bottomleſs pit, and ſhut him up, and ſet a ſeal upon him, that he ſhould de- 
ceive the nations no more.” 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII. 


Prayer is a duty incumbent on all ranks of people in the univerſe ; as it 
implies a continual dependence on the Supreme Being for every bleſſing, 
and a conſtant acknowledgment of our obligations to him for the ſupply of 
every want, 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, ANS DU COMMENTARY, 


CHAT. IX. Ver. 4. My father counteth the days, &c.] As Tobit had 
heard of the death of the ſeven huſbands, he therefore expected that his fon 
would return at à certain time, otherwiſe he thould conclude that he was 
wand, this accounts for the anxious deſire the young man had to return 
ome. aps 

PRACTICAL REFLECTION on Chap. IX. 

To perſons in the preſent age it may ſeem firange that men and angels 
ſhould. go on a journey together, yet we have the moſt undoubted proofs 
that the ſame notions ſtill take place in different parts of the Eaſt Indies. 


PARAPHRASSE, 


— ak. 


36] Tobias returns 10 his parents, 


TO 1 . 


LAPUCRYPH 4 


— — — —— 
CHAPTER: X. 


1 Tobit and his wife are anxious for their ſon. 10 


him half his goods, 11 and his bleſſing. 


OW Tobit his father counted every day : 

and when the days of the journey were 
expired, and they came not, 2 I hen 'T obit faid, 
Are they detained ? or is Gabael dead, and there 
is no man to give him the money? 3 There. 
fore he was very ſorry. 4 Theu his wife faid 
unto him, My ſon is dead, ſceing he ſtayeth 
long; and ſhe began to bewail him, and faid, 5 
Now I care for uu, my ſon, ſuuce I hav: let thee 
go, the light of mine eyes. 6 Lo whom Pobit 
{aid, Hold thy peace, take no care, for he is late, 
7 But ſhe ſaid, Hold thy peace, and deceive me 
not; my ſon is dead. And ſhe went out eve 
day into the way which they went, and did eat 
no meat on the day-time, and cealed not whole 
nights to bewail her ſon '['obias, until the four- 
teen days of the wedding were expired, which 
Raguel had ſworn that he ſhould ſpend there. 
Then Tobias ſaid to Raguel, Let me go, for my 
father and my mother look no more to {ce me. 
8 But his father-in-law {aid unto him, Larry with 
me, and I will ſend to thy father, and they ſhall 
declare unto him how things go with thee. 9 
But 'T'obias ſaid, No; but let ine go to my fa- 
ther. 10 'T hen Raguel aroſe, and gave him Sara 
his wife, and half his goods, ſervants, and cat- 
tle, and money: 11 And he bleſſed them, and 
ſent them away, ſaying, Ihe God of heaven 
give you a proſperous journey, my children. 12 
And he ſaid to his daughter, Honour thy father 
and thy mother-in-law, which are now thy pa- 
rents, that | may hear good report of thee. And 
he kitſed her. Edna alſo faid to I obias, Ihe 
Lord of heaven reſtore thee, my dear brother, 
and grant that I may ſee thy children of my 
— tes Sara before | die, that | may . rejoice 
before the Lord : behold, | commit my daughter 


| Or, , unto thee || of ſpecial truſt ; wherefore do not en. 


o 6 4 / . 
Yorke treat her evil. 


CHAPTER . 


1 Tobias on his return is eſpied by his mather. 7 The 
angel adviſeth him how 10 heal his father ; 10 whv 
meeting him at the door recoocreth hs fight. 


FTER theſe things 'Tobias went his way, 
praiſing God that he had given him a prol- 

rous journey, and bleltied Raguel and Edna 

is wife, and went on his way till they drew near 
unto Nineve. 2 Then Raphael faid to Tobias, 
Thou knoweſt, brother, how thou didſt leave 
thy father: 3 Let us halle before thy wife, and 
prepare the houſe. 4 And take in thine hand 
the gall of the fiſh. So they went their way, 
and the dog went after them. 5 Now Anna lat 
looking about toward the way for her ſon. 6 
And when ſhe eſpied him coming, ſhe ſaid to 
his father, Behold, thy ſon cometh, and the man 
that went with him. 7 "Then ſaid Raphael, I 
know, Tobias, that thy father will open his eyes. 


* n 


8 Therefore anoint thou his eyes with the 


Raguel ſendeth away Tobias and his wife, giving | whitenets ſhall tall away, and he ſhall ice 


. EY OL I. JE On” 7; 
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Lall, 
d the 


＋ thee, 
9 Then Anna ran forth, and fell upongbe neck 


of her ſon, and ſaid unto him, Scejno>] "oma 
leen thee, my fon, from henceforth I ant content 
to die. And they wept both. 10 'T'obit alto wenr 
forth toward the door, and {tumble ; but luis 
lon ran unto him, 11 And took hold of his tach: 
and he ſtrake of the gall on his father's eyes, Ai 
Be of good hope, my father. 12 And when 1... 
eyes began to imart, he rubbed them; 12 4. 
the whiteneſs pilled away from the corners © 
his eyes: and when he ſaw his fon, he fell upon 
his neck. 14 And he wept, and ſaid, Bietleq art 
thou, O God, and bleſſed is thy nume for ever 
and bleſſed are all thine holy angels: 15 For thou # 
haſt ſcourged, and haft taken pity % mw: tr | 
behold, 1 fee my fon Lobias. And his fon u ® 
in rejoicing, and told” his father the great thin ; 
that had happened to him in Media. 16 Then 
Tobit went out to meet his daughter-in-law az 
the gate of Nineve, rejoicing, and praifing (God: 4 
and they which ſaw him go morvelled. bec me | 
he had received his ſight. 17 But Tobit gare MX: 
thanks before them, becauſe God had mercy on 
him. And when he came near to Sara his : | 
daughter-in-law, he bleſſed her, faving, Thou 
art welcome, daughter: God be ble{led, which 
hath brought thee unto us, and bd be thy ta- 
ther and thy mother. And there was joy amons 
all his brethren which were at Nincve, 18 
And Achiacharus, || and Natbas his brother's ton. 
came: 19 And "Tobias wedding was kept {even 3 
days with great joy. p 
CRAFT 1 4K. All 
1 Tobit at his ſon's motion offereth the augel Half of 
what he had braught . 16 The ancel exhartet, } 
them, and, Mſcovering himſelf, diſufpearetl, 
THEN Tobit called his ſon Jobias, and ſaid 
unto him, My ſon, ſee that the man hae 
his wages, which went with thee, and thou mutt 
give him more. 2 And Tobias faid unto him, 
O father, it is no harm to me to give him halt 
of thoſe things which I have brought: 3 For 
he hath brought me again to thee in ſafety, and 
made whole my wite, and brought me the mo- 
ney, and likewiſe healed thee. 4 Then the old 
man ſaid, It is due unto him. 5 So he called the 
angel, and he ſaid unto him, Lake half of all 
that ye have brought, and go away in fatety. 6 
Then he took them both apart, and ſaid unto 
them, Bleſs God, praile him, and magnity him, 
and praiſe him for the things which he hath 
done unto you in the ſight of all that live. It_ 
is good to praiſe God, and exalt his name, and", 
honourably to ſhew forth the works of God z 
therefore be not ſlack to praiſe him. 7 It is good © 
to keep cloſe the ſecret of a king, but it is ho- | t 
nourable to reveal the works of God. Do that. 
which is good, and no evil ſhall touch you. © 
Prayer is good with faſting and alms and riginte-, , 


and being pricked therewith, he ſhall rub, an 
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PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, AND COMMENTARY, 


Cu A. X. Ver. 11. And he bleſed them, and ſent them away, &c.] Here 
is exhibited a remarkable inſtance of that endearing affection and regard which 
is implanted in the heart of every parent towards his otlspring; and which 
never more forcibly exerts itſelf, than when Providence thinks proper to ſe- 
parate them from each other. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. X. 


The parents were differently affected on account of their ſon's delay to 
return: the good old man ſtill repoſed a firm truſt in God's providence, 
and, inſtead of bewailing his ſon as loſt, c-aſed not to offer up prayers for 
his preſervation ; but the mother gave herſelf up to all that extreme ſorrow- 
which borders on deſpair. 


— 5 . . . » OY a oF HY Erne 
ouſneſs. A little with righteouſneſs is better 1s. 7 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, Av COMMEN TAN che 
Cn. XI. Ver. 14. He wept, and ſaid, Blaſtd art 19: 0 _ | * 
Had ſo great and unexpected a bleſſing been vouchſafed to one um Ul 
8 age, they would have conſidered it as the effect ot chte. PRA 
and expreſſed their joy and ſatisfaction in the moit rioegds _— et, 2s 
manner : but how juflly different was the conduct of Lobit and 10 Q U 2 
this joyful occaſion ! they firſt of all returned hearty t2anss (0 9 . bo that ( 
ſo graciouſly relieved their paternal care and anxiety, ans tet, * „ Ladnef; 
vened their friends and relations, were innocently merry one vii a X for our 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chip. 
To God alone we are indebted for all the comforts and ew” gr 4 b 
this life ; from him we receive all our hopes and rnd of _ 
how careful then ought we to be to render him our conſtant n . i 
and thank ſgiving ! | * PARAPER » 4 
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— | 
better than much with unrighteouſneſs. It is 
ie. etter to give alms, than to lay up gold: 9 For 
alms doth deliver from death, and ſhall purge 
away all fin. 'Thoje that exerciſe alms and 
righteoninels ſhall be filled with lite: to But 
they that ſin are enemies to their own life. 11 
Surely | will keep cloſe nothing from you, For 
Haid, It was good to keep clote the tecret of a 
king, but that it was honourable to reveal the 
works of God. 
12 Now therefore, when thou did{t pray, and 
Sara thy daughter-in-law, 1 did bring the remen- 
hrance of your prayers before the Holy One: 
and when thou didit bury the dead, | was wit! 
thee likewile. 13 And when thou did{t not delay 
to riſe up, and leave thy dinner, f to go and co 
ver the dead, thy good deed was not hid from 
| me: but I was with thee. 14 And now God hath 
1 ſent me to heal thee and Sara thy daugiter-in- 
law. 15 Jam Raphael, one of the ſeven holy 
angels, which preſent the prayers of the faints, 
and which go iu and out before the glory of the 
Holy One. 16 Then they were both troubled, 
and fell upon their faces: for they teared. 17 
1 But he ſaid unto them, Fear not, for it ſhall go 
well with you; praiſe God therefore. 18 For 
not of any tavour of mine, but by the will of our 
God | came ; wherefore praiſe him for ever. 19 
an. Alls thele days 1 did appear unto you; but] 
Hg g , . | + 
did neither eat nor drink, but ye did fee a viſion. 
20 Now therefore give God thanks: for I go up 
to him thac ſent me; but write all things 
which are done in a book. 24 And when they 
aroſe, they ſaw him no more. 22 Then they 
confeſſed the great and v-onderful works of God. 
and tow the angel of the Lord had appeared 
unto them. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Ding unto God, which Tobit Iwrote. 


> 


Te 11911K 
1 Lobit wrote a prayer of rejoicing, and 

laid, Blefled be God that liwoch for ever, 
and bletted be his kingdom. 2 * For he doth 
i ſcourge, and hath mercy : he leadeth down to 


Yo 32, 


that can avoid his hand. 3 Confeſs him before 
the Gentiles, ye children of Iſrael: for he hat!. 
Icattered us among them. 4 There declare his 
greatneſs, and extol him before all the living: 
tor he is our Lord, and he is the God our Father 
tor ever. 5 And he will ſcourge us for our ini- 
*2.quities, and will have mercy again, * and will 
gather us out of all nations, among whom he 
hath {cattered us. 6 If ye turn to him with 
your whole heart, and with your whole mind, 
and deal uprightly before him, then will he turn 
umd you, and will not hide his face from you. 
Pnerefore ſee what he will do with you, and 
contels him with your whole mouth, and praiſe 
the Lord of might, and extol the everlaiting 


—_—_—_— 
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hell, and bringeth up again: neither is there any ” 


he — — 2 ͤ — OW Pr 2 


King. In the land of my captivity do U praiſe 
him, and declare his might and majeſty to a 
ſinful nation. O ye ſinners, turn and do juttice 
before him : © who can tell if he will accept vou, e onal: 3. 
and have mercy on you? 7 | will cxtol my God, 
and my foul ſhall praite the King of heaven, and 
(hall rejoice in his greatneſs. & Let all men 
peak, and let all praite him tor V riphteouſnets, 
O Jeruſalem, che holy city, || he will ſcourge f n 
thee tor thy children's work:, and will have e 
mercy again on the ſons of the righteous, agen ths 

10 Give praiſe to the Lord, fo ir good: , 
and praile the everlaſting Ning, tinat his taber- e. 
nacle may be builded in thee again with joy, and 
ict | him make joyful there in thee thote that Or, 
are captives, and love in thee for ever thoie that ““ 
are milerable. 11 © Many nations fhiall come a rc. 
from tar to the name of the Lord Gol with gitts n 
n their hands, even gifts to the King of heaven; | 
all generations hall praile thee with great joy. 
12 Curſed are all they which hate thee, and 
bleſſed (hall all be which love thee for ever. 13 
Rejoice and be glad for the children of the juſt : 
for they ſhall be gathored together, and ſhall 
blels the Lord of the jult. 14 00 bleed e 1:2, 
they which love thee, for they ſhall rejoice in 73 
thy || peace : bleſſed g they which have been Or, 
ſorrow ful for all thy {courges; for they ſhall re- 
joice for thee, when they have ſcen all thy glory, 
and ſhall be glad for ever. 15 Let my foul blets 
God the great King. 16 For Jerulalem ſhall be 
built up with {apphires, and eimcralds, and pre- 
ci zus ſtone: thy walls and towers and battle- 
ments with pare gold. 17 And the ſtreets of 
ſjerutalem {hal be paved with beryl and carbun- 
cl and ftones of ur. 18 And ail her ſtreets 
thall lay, AlleJuia ; and they ſhall praiſe him, 
laying, Bl fled be God, which hath extolled it 
for cvcr. 

. 

1 Tobit in His d age int ute, his for, and chargeth 

him lo leave Niue b. 11 He and his wife dic, and 

are buried by Tobias, C. 

O Tobit made an cad of praiſing God. 2 

And he was eight and fifty years old when 

he loſt his fight, which was reſlored to him after 
eight years: and he gave alms, and he || increaf- 10 - 
ed in the fear of the Lord God, and praiſed him. #74 
2 And when he was very aged, he called his ſon, /. 
and the fix tons of his ſon, and faid to him, My 
jon, take thy children tor, behold, I am aged, and 
am ready to depart out of this life. 4 Go into 
| Media, my fon, for I ſurely believe thoſe things 
which Jonas the prophet ipake of Nineve, that it a jon 
{hall be overthrown ; and that for a time peace: 
hall rather be in Media; and that our brethren 
ſhall lie ſcatrercd inthe earth from that good land: 
and Jeruſalem ſhall be delolate, and the honle of 
God in it ſhall be burned, and ſhall be deſolate fora 


3 


ALAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, ax> COMMENTARY. 


"a; XII, Ver. 15. J am Raphael, ons of the ſeven holy angels, 3 
wer tis part of Tobit's hiſtory be real or fictitious, has been much diſ- 
e 1 think cannot with any tolerable degree of certainty be deter- 
„dem ſenher caſe it undoubtedly ſuggeſts to us this uſeful moral: 
"ice to God, and a tender and dutiful regard to our earthly pa- 
0 only well->!eafing to our almighty Creator, but ſooner or later 
= auredly meet with a full and adequate reward. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XII. 

10 8 ho ra - our c:rcomftances will allow, relieve tne poor anc needy ; 

dan Ge 28 remember, that this is no more than a duty we 

tindrers 3 auth relieved all our wants, and crowned us with lov- 

t for our 4 tender mercies; coniequently we can have no claim to 
i 


Jeeds. 


F 5 N 
n 5 EXPOSITION, and COMMENTARY. 

Leßect 4 Ver. I. 7:bit wrote a prayer of rejoicing, &c.] It is a 
| „ Zratitude, to take every opportunity of publiſhing the 
ved, in order to induce others to hope and truſt in the. 


goodneſs of that Being who beftows them on us; this conſtieration influenc. 
ed pious Tobit to record the divine favour in this thankigiving, wherein he 
firſt diſplays the two great attributes of juſtice a4 mercy, aud then calls 
upon finners to turn from the error of their ways, and cleave unto the Lord 
their God, as well to avert the dreadful effets of his wrath, as to draw 
down the benign influences of his kindneſs and compaſſion. 


Ver. 9. For thy children's works,} Rather, he will lay a ſcourge upon 
the works of thy children, 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIII. 
In this chapter, we have another prediction of the glory of Chriſt's king- 
dom, of which all nations were, in a comparative ſenſe, to be members: 
for this unſpeakable bleſſing we can never be ſufficiently thankful. 


PARAPHRASE, EX POSITION, AND COMMENTARY, 

Chae, XIV. Ver. 2. And he was eight and fifty years eld, &.] In this 
concluding chapter we have an account of the great age of Tobit and his 
ſon, and of the proſperity they enjoyed during the latter part of their lives 
ſo that their good works were rewarded even in this life: this mould tzach 
us to put our truſt in that benevolent Being who goo us with lite, and 
who continually directs and governs the operations of nature. 


— 


Ver. 8. 


38) Tobit's death, and great age. 190 


1A. 


„time; 5 And that again God will have mercy 

eon them, and bring them again into the land, 
where they ſhall build a temple, but not like to 
the firſt, until the time of that age be fulfilled; 
and afterward they ſhall return from al places 
of their captivity, and build up Jeruſalem glo- 
rioully, and the houſe of God ſhall be built inAt 

1/2 e»7 for || ever with a glorious building, as the pro- 

the Ro. Pphets have ſpoken thereof. 6 And all nations ſhall 

man ©Py. turn, and fear the Lord God truly, and ſhall _ary 
their idols. 7 So ſhall all nations praiſe the Lord, 
and his people ſhall confeſs God, and the Lord 
ſhall exalt his people; and all thoſe which love 
the Lord God in truth and juſtice ſhall rejoice, 
ſnewing mercy to our brethren. 

8 And now, my ſon, depart out of Nineve, 
becauſe that thoſe things which the prophet Jonas 
ſpake ſhall ſurely come to paſs. 9 But keep thou 
the law and the commandments, and ſhew thy- 
ſelf merciful and juſt, that it may go well with 
thee. 10 And bury me decently, and thy mo- 
ther with me ; but tarry no longer at Nineve. 
Remember, my ſon, how Aman handled Achi- 
acharus that brought him up, how out of light 


Ver. 8. And now, my ſon, depart out of Nineve, &c.] Tobit, when he 
drew near the valley of the ſhadow of death, cautioned his ſon to leave 
Nineve, aſſuring him that the prophecy of Jonas would certainly be fulfilled, 
aud the ſuperb buildings of that magnificent city blended with the duſt. Lo- 
bias obeyed the voice of his father, retired into Media, and ſaw the de- 
ſtruction of Nineve. | 


he brought him into darkneſs, and hoy he r 
warded him again: yet Achiacharus was | fa . 0 
but the other had his reward: for he we; e g 
into darkneſs. Manalles gave alims, and * ..M 
ed the ſnares of death | which they had fn el Ty 
him: but Aman fell into the ſnare, and peri] wa Yoo N 
11 Wherefore now, my fon, conſider what Ful 
doeth, and how righteouſnels doth elf F 
Wen he had faid theſe things, he gave u re 
ghoſt in the bed, being an hundred and Set 

and fifty years old; and || he buried him honons. l o. 
ably. 12 And when Anna his mother Was ry ek 149. 
he buried her with his father. But 88 
parted with his wife and children to ray i 
to Raguel his father-in-law, 13 Where he . 
came old with honour, and he A his fat! - 
and mother-in-law honourably, and he || inh it.: „ 
ed their ſubſtance, and his father 'Tobit's "1.14 
And he died at Ecbatane in Media, beine 4. 
hundred and feven and twenty years old.” . 
But before he died he heard of the deftrug;,? 
of Nineve, which was taken by Nabuchodonoſor 
and Aſſuerus: and before his death lie rejoiced 
over Nineve. 


* 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. N. 


From the reward Tobit met with in this life, let us be encouraged to * 
our whole truſt and confidence in that benevolent Being who firs) c.1. 88M 


into exiſtence by his almighty fat, and continually governs our acticagh 
his omnipotent and irreſiſtible power, | ; 


— 


* 
Ne b | ID 1 f ( HA 
originally 
written in 
the Chal- : » 
dee lan- - | 
guage, and 
from 
thence 1 8 I 
tranſlated wo” pv 
2 THE ARGUMENT. = 
requeſt of : a F : o 5 
Paula and The Jews and the ancient chriſtians, though they did not receive the book of Judith into their canon of "_ n 
um, ine ſcripture, yet ahkovays conſidered it as a true hiſtory ; and accordingly Clement, in his epiſtle ta the Co- c A 
Latin. B=" rinithians, has cited it, as well as the author of the Apoſtolic Conſlituttons, which go under his name ; * *« WM 
tranſlation and St. Athanaftus, or the writer of the Synopſis gſeribed to him, has given a ſummary account of it, = w 0 
ewo others, in the fame manner as he has done the ſacred books. = 7 
one in | q 
| ſt; 
CHAPTER L | that dwelt in the hill-country, and all that dwelt 65 
1 Arphaxad fortifreth Ecbatane. 5 Nabuchodonoſor by ne Le Tigris, and Hydaſpe, and the, th 
maketh war againſt him, and calleth the nations to Plain of Arioch the king of the Elymeans, and th 
his aid: 11 they flight his meſſage, Gx. very many nations of the ſons of Chelod aflem- wy 
| bled themſelves to the battle. Then Nabu- m 
N the twelfth year of the reign of Nabu- | chodonoſor king of the Aflyrians ſent unto all that ih. 
chodonoſor, who reigned in Nineve, the | dwelt in Perſia, and to all that dwelt weſtward, An 
great city; in the days of Arphaxad, | and to thoſe that dwelt in Cilicia, and Damaſcus, * . 
which reigned over the Medes in Ecbatane, | and Libanus, and Antilibanus, and to all that 4 fo 
2 And built in Ecbatane walls round about of | dwelt upon the ſea-coaſt, & And to thoſe among wc 
hewn ſtones three cubits broad and fix cubits long, | the-nations that were of Carmel, and Galzad, \ 
and made the height of the wall ſeventy cubits, | and the higher Galilee, and the great plain of lik 
and the breadth thereof fifty cubits: 3 And ſet | Eidrelom, 9 And to all that were in Samaria wil 
the towers thereof upon the gates of it, an hun- I and the cities thereof, and beyond Jordan unto the 
dred cubits high, and the breadth thereof in the Jeruſalem, and Betane, and Chellus, and Kades, b> ang 
foundation threeſcore cubits: 4 And he made | and the river of Egypt, and Taphnes, and Ra. Col 
the gates thereof, even gates that were raiſed J meſle, and all the land of Geſem, 10 Until ye ruſe 
to the height of ſeventy cubits, and the breadth | come beyond Tanis and Memphis, and to all es 
of them was forty cubits, for the going forth of | the inhabitants of Egypt, until ye come to the vor 
his mighty armies, and for the ſetting in array of | borders of Ethiopia. 
his footmen: 5 Even in thoſe days king Na- | 11 But a}/the inhabitants of the land made 5 
buchodonoſor made war with king Arphaxad in | light of the commandment of Nabuchodonoſor on 
the great plain, which is the plain in the borders | king of the Aflyrians, neither went they with wad 
of Ragau. 6 And there came unto him all they | him to the battle; for they were not afraid 0 per os, 
ow . | ' Y — F RAPE 
and grandſon of Sennacherib king of Aſſyria : he extended the cos Mg 
PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axp COMMENTARY. ds by bis Gate, and _ est mieatore eflaiſhed the glorr "Ml. 
Cane. I. Ver. 1. Nabachedoneſer.] This prince was ſen of Eſrahaddon, _ | empire, | PRACTH . en 
i, bay; 
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J. . II. Holofer nes warithe preparations, [ 39 
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” 
him : yea, he was before them as one man, and 
they ſent away his amballadors tron them with- 


buchodonoſor was very angry with all this coun- 
try, and {ware by his throne and kingdom, that 
he would ſurely be avenged upon all thoſe coaſts 
of Cilicia, and Damaſcus, and Syria, and that he 
would ſlay with the iword all the inhabitants of 
the land of Moab, and the children of Ammon, 
and all Judea, and all that were in Egypt, till 
ye come to the borders of the two ſeas. 13 
Then he marched in battle-array with his power 
agutult king Arphaxad in the ſeventeènth year, 
and he prevailed in his battle: for he overthrew 
all the power of Arphaxad, and all his horſemen, 
| and all his chariots, 14 And became lord of his 
"In cities, and came unto Ecbatane, and took the 
f towers, and ſpoiled the {trects thereof, and turn- 
ed tic beauty thereof into ſhame. 15 He took 
alſo Arphaxad in the mountains of Ragau, and 
mote hum through with his darts, and dettroyed 
him utterly that day. 16 So he returned after- 
ward to N:tneve, both he and all his company of 
ſundry nations, being a very great multitude of 
— nen 05 war, and there he took his eafe, and ban- 
A ucrtted, both he and his army, an hundred and 

yur | temp days. | 
$3 GRATE I A Md 
4 | Nautrchodonmfor reſalded cn dengenuce ſendeth Holo- 
p nes againſt the w.ſt country, with orders do ſpare 

noe that will not yield, Oc. 

ND in the eighteenth year, the two and 
twentieth day of the firſt month, there was 
talk in the houſe of Nabuchodonoſor king of the 
Aſſyrians, that he ſhould, as he ſaid, avenge him- 
ſelf on all the earth: 2 So he called unto him all 
his officers, and all his nobles, and communicated 
with them his ſecret counſel, and * concluded the 
alflicting of the whole earth out of his own mouth. 
; Tien they decreed to deltroy all fleſh, that did 
not obey the commandment of his mouth, 4 
And when he had ended his counlel, Nabuchodo- 
noſor king of the Aſſyrians called Holofernes the 
chief captain of his army, which was f next unto 
im, and {aid unto him, 5 Thus faith the great 
king, the lord of the whole earth, Behold, thou 
alt go forth from my preſence, and take with 
thee men that truſt in their own ſtrength, of 
tootmen an hundred and twenty thouſand ; and 
the number of horſes with their riders twelve 
thonſand., 6 And thou ſhalt go againſt all the 
welt country, becauſe they diſobeyed my com- 
mamndment. 7 And thou ſhalt declare unto them, 
at they prepare for me || earth and water: for 
ill go forth in my wrath againſt them, and 
„ Will cover the whole face of the earth with the 
ect of mine army, and I will give them for a 
peil unto them: 8 So that their {Jain ſhall fill 
their vallies and brooks, and the river ſhall be 
+ Wed with their dead, till it overflow: 9 And! 
ill lead them captives to the utmoſt parts of all 
-: te carth. 10 Thou therefore ſhalt go forth, 
take beforehand for me all their coaſts: and 
they will yield themſelves unto thee, thou ſhalt 
verve them for me till the day of their puniſh- 
bent, 11 But concerning them that rebel, let 
dot thins eye ſpare them; but put them to the 


TY 


out effect, and with diſyrace. 12 Therefore Na- 


ſlaughter, and {poil them whereſoover thou go— 
eſt. 12 For as live, and by the power of my 
kingdom, Whatſocver | have tpoken, that Will! 

do by mine hand. 13 Ani tak- thou heed that 

thou tranſgreſs none of the commundinents of 
thy lord, but acco:npliſh them fully, as 1 have 

commanded thee, and defer not to do them. 

14 Then Holoternes went torth trom the pre- 
lence of his lord, and called ail the governors and 
captains, and the officers of the ary of Atlur ; 
15 And he muſtered the choſen men tor the bat- 
tle, as his lord had commanded him, unto an 
hundred and twenty thoutand, and twelve thou- 
land archers on horleback; 16 And he ranged 
them, as a great army is ordered for the war. 
17 And he took camels and afles for their car- 
riages, a very great number; and ſhoep and oxen 
and goats without number for their provilion : 
18 And plenty of victual for every man of the 
army, and very much gold an tlver out of the 
King's houle. 19 Then he went forth and all 
his power to go before king Nabuchodonoſo; in 
the voyage, and to cover all the face of the carth 
weltward with their chariots, and horſemen, and 
their choſen footmen. 20 A great number alſo 
of ſundry countries came with them like locuſts, 
and like the ſand of the earth: for the n.ultitude 
was without number. 21 And they went forth 
of Nineve three days' journey toward the plain 
of Bectileth, and pitched from Bectileth near the 
mountain which is at the left-hand of the upper 
Cilicia, 22 Then he took all his army, his toot- 
men, and horſemen, and chariots, and went from 
thence into the hill-country ; 23 And deltroyed 
Phud and Lud, and ſpoiled all the children of 
Raſſes, and the children of Iſimmael, which were 
toward the wildernels at the fouth of the land of 
the Chellians. 24 Then he went over Euphirates, 
and went through Meſopotamia, and deſtroyed 
all the high cities that were upon the river Ar- 
bonai, till ye come to the ſca. 25 And he took 
the borders of Cilicia, and killed all that reſiſted 
him, and came to the borders of Japheth, which 
were toward the ſouth, over-againlt Arabia. 26 
He compaſled allo all the children of Madian, 
and burned up their tabernacles, and ſpoiled their 
(heep-cotes. 27 Then he went down into the 
plain of Damaſcus in the time of wheat-harveſt, 
and burnt up all their fields, and deſtroyed their 
flocks and herds, alſo he ſpoiled their cities, and 
utterly waſted their countrics, and {mote all their 
young men with the edge of the {word. 28 
Therefore the tear and dread of him fell upon 
all the inhabitants of the ſea-coaſts, which were 
in Sidon and 'T'yrus, and them that dwelt in Sur 
and Ocina, and all that dwelt in Jeninaan ; and 
they that dwelt in Azotus and Aſcalon feared him 
oreatly, 

HAP TER III. 


1 They of the ſea-coaſts fue for peace, and receive Holo. 
ernes; 8 yet he deftroyeth their gods, that they 
might worſhip Nabuchodonoſor only, Oc. 
O they ſent ambaſſadors unto him to treat of 
peace, ſaving, 2 Behold, we the ſervants of 
Nabuchodonoſor the great ng lie before thee ; 
uſe us as ſhall be good in thy ſight. 3 Behold, 
our houſes, and all our places, and all our fields 


— *RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 


LIN 8 - . 

* = 5 of conquerors, who are only dignified robbers and murderers, 

n to eternal oblivion; while thoſe of the pious and merciful, 
ey are, will be for ever enrolled in the records of fame. 


1 
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79 

17 | ._ N 

bs 125 Ver. 4. Ho!:fernes the chief captain of the army, &c.] Some 
„ „ Me to be of Perſian extract 3 but others, that Holofernes was 
„ cf Perſia or Cappadocia, Polybius mentions one of that 


j " 8 
D b 41 


*" 
. 


"3 conquered Cappadocia ſoon loſt it again, becauſe he was 
| 2 


for changing the ancient cuſtoms of the country, and introducing drunken- 
neſs, with feaſts and ſongs to Bacchus; whereupon Caſaubon conjectures that 
this was the ſame Holofernes who commanded Nebuchodonoſor's forces; 
and it muſt be confeſſed, that in the rapidity of his conqueſts, and the badneſs 
of his character, there ſeems a very great reſemblance. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 


Deſtruction is the certain attendant on war; and therefore we need not 
be ſurpriſed that this haughty general ſpread deſolation where cver he came, 
and ſuch bas been the practice in all ages and nations, where the pride and 
ambition of men trampled on the natura rights of their fellow-creatures, 


PRACTICAL 


40 The Fews fortify the hills, Ge. ] U D 


— 


TH [APOCRY p32 4 


of wheat, and flocks, and herds, and all tho lodges 
of our tents, lie before thy face; uſe them as it 
pleaſeth thee. 4 Behold, even our cities and the 
inhabitants thereof are thy {crvants; come and 
deal with them as ſeemeth good unto thee. 5 
So the men came to Holoternes, and declared 
unto him after this manner. 6 Then came he 
down toward the lea-coait, both he and his army, 
and ſet garriſons in the high cities, and took out 
of them cholen men for aid. 7 So they and all 
the country. round about received them with 
garlands, with dañdes, and with timbrels. 8 Yet 
he did caſt down their frontiers, and cut down 
their groves: for he had decreed to deſtroy all 
the gods of the land, that ail natigns ſhould wor— 
ſhip Nabuchodonolor only, and that all tongues 
and tribes ſhould call upon him as god. 9 Allo he 


o came over-againſt || F{draelon near unto || Judea, 
* _s -againſt the f great ſtrait of Judea. 10 And 
1 Or, OVer-again grea ; o At 
Duca, he pitched between Geba and Scythopolis, and 
lun. there he tarried a whole month, that he might 
Gen. 37- gather together all the carriages of his army. 

7 

hy SEHAT-I EM IV. 

1 The Jews are afraid of Holofernes, 4 and fortify 
the bills : 6 They of Bellztiia are charged to keep the 
paſſages, Oc. 

OW the children of Iſrael, that dwelt in 
Juden, heard all that Holofernes the chief 
captain of /\abuchodonolor king of the Aﬀfyrians 
had done to the nations, and after what manner 
he had fpoiled all their temples, and brought 
them to nonght. 2 Therefore they were ex- 
ceedingly afraid of him, and were troubled for 

Jeruſilem, and for the tempie of the Lord their 

Gol: 3 For they were newly returned from 

jOr, the captivity, and all the people || of Judca were 


= fr lately gathered together : and the veflels, and 
the altar, and the houle, were fanctified after the 
profanation. 4 Therefore they lent into all the 
coulls of Samaria, and the villages, and to Beth- 
oro, and Belmen, and Jericho, and to Choba, 
and Flora, and to the valley of Salem: 5 And 
polletied themſelves beforehand of all the tops 
of the high mountains, and fortified the villages 
that were in them, and laid up victuals for the 
provition of war : for their fields were of late 


, reaped. 6 Alio Joacim the high-priett, which 
Was in thoſe days in Jeruſalem, wrote to them 
that dwelt in Bethulia, and Betomeftham, which 
1 over-againlt | Fſdraclon toward the open 
6% “country, vear to Dothaim, 7 Charging them 
ban. to keep the paſlages of the hill-country : for by 
them there was an entrance into Judea, and it 

was eaſy to {top them that would come up, be- 

o cauſe the paſſage was ſtrait, |} for two men at the 


ee, molt. 8 And the children of Iſrael did as Joa- 
eim the high-prieſt had commanded them, with 
the || ancients of all the people of Iſrael, which 
dwelt at Jerulaten. 

Ihen every man of Lirael cried to God with 
great fervency, and with great vehemency did 
they humble their ſouls: 10 Both they, and 


Or. 
reinen. 


PARAPHRASE, TX POSITION AN H COMMENTARY. 

Cut. III. Ver. 10. Cærrigger e, bis army.) In thoſe ages, the carriages 
were ſmall wooden carts, with ſipears fixed in the wheels, fo that they did 
great execution, in turning round in the midſt of the enemy, eſpecially when 
their ranks were diſcompoſed. 

PRACIACAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. III. 

As Chriſt is the Prince of peace, he mult love thoſe who ſeek to promote 
it; but will conſien over to eternal condemnation thoſe haughty monarchs 
who delight in the miſeries and devaitations of war. 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, Ax COMMENTARY. 

Cuay. IV. Ver, 6. Bethuliz.) As the ſcripture takes notice of a place 
in the territories of Simeon named Bethul, or Bethuel (7%. xiv. 4.), a place 
dependent on Gan and of the Philiilines, and famous for its temples, which 
were very remarkable both for the beauty and antiquity of «their ſtructure, 
there is reaſon to conclude that this was the place here mentioned, and that 
it was not fituatc in the tribe of Zebulun, as ſome have conjectured. 


-princes of Moab, and the captains of Ammon, 


| Chanaan, who this people is, that dwelleth in the 


their wives, and their children, and their cattle 
and every ſtranger and hireling, and their 2 
vants bought with money, put ſackcloth u 45 
their Joins. 11 Thus every man and 5 
and the little children, and the inhabitants of fe” | 
ruſalem, fell before the temple, and caſt 00 A 1 
upon their heads, and ſpread out their fackel wy 5 
before the face of the Lord: alſo they put 220 . 
cloth about tlie altar, 12 And cried to the Ga -& | 
of Iſrael all with one conſent earneſtly that bs | 
would not give their children for a prey. Aar _ 
their wives for a ſpoil, and the cities of their ;. L 
heritance to deſtruction, and the ſanctuary 5 8 
profanation and reproach, and for the nations to | 
rejoice at. 13 So God heard their prayers Sor 
looked upon their attliftions : for the people 
faſted many days in all Judea and Jeruſalem E . 
fore the ſanctuary of the Lord Almighty, 4 . 
And Jqoacim the high-prieſt, and all the prietts Wt 4 
that ſtood before the Lord, and they which uy by 
mitered unto the Lord, had their fot irt with . 
lackcloth, an ctiered the daily burnt-offerir,s: a. 
with the vows and free gifts of the peopie | - == | 
And had aſhes on their mitres, and cried unte Tha „ 
Lord with all their power, that he would loc . 
upon all the houſe of Iſrael gracioully, 9 
SHAFT TER V. * 
1 At Holofernes enquiry Achior relueth aul the , I 
are, and what God had done for them, and adviſuth 
uot to mediale with them, Oer. 5 


HEN was it declared to Holofernes, the chict 
captain of the army of Aſlur, that the chil. 
dren of lirael had prepared for war, and had {hut 
up the paſſages of the hill: country, and had for- 
tified T all the tops of the high hills, and had laid! © 
impediments in the champaign countries. 2 
Wherewith he was very angry, and called all the 


and all the governors of the ſea-coailt. 3 And 
he faid unto them, Lell me now, ye ſons of 


hil-country, and what are the cities that they in- 
habit, and what is the multitude of their army, 
and wherein is their power and ſtrength, and 
what king is let over them, or captain of their 


army; 4 And why have they determined not: MR [ 
to come and meet me, more than all the jnha- ? n 
bitants of the welt. 5 Then faid Achior, the t 
captain of all the {ons of Ammon, Let my lord ''® b 
now hear a word from the mouth of thy ſervant, h 
and I will declare unto thee the truth concerning T 
this people, which dwelleth near thee, and in- N 
habiteth the hill- countries: and there ſhall no lye lc 
come out of the mouth of thy ſervant. 6 'This hi 
people are deſcended of the Chaldeans: 7 * And tt 
they ſojourned heretofore in Melopotamia, be- 1 4 
cauſe they would not follow the gods of their fl 
fathers, which were in the land of Chaldea. 8 NC 
For they || left the way of their anceſtors, and. de 
worſhipped the God of heaven, the God W 
they knew: ſo they caſt them out from the face 7 
of their gods, and they fled into Meſopotamia, | 
PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 1 | 
Our religion was deſigned to detach the mind from ſenſible obern A 
lead men from periſhing things to heavenly ; to give us peace 0! 0 
and ſo to fix our affections on things above, that we may have 4 "©" the 


thoſe intellectual enjoyments which are laid up for ſuch as fear ans 
God. 


PARAPHRASP, EXPOSITION, an» COMMENT-" 
Car. V. Ver. 5. Then ſaid Achior, the captain of all the ſons of © n_ 
This man appears to have been a native of the country bordering e 


naan, and was conſequently well acquainted with the goveramest 2 di froh. 
gion of the Iſraelites: their hiſtory was too ſingular to be e, e affair; 
the miraculous interpoſition of O:nniporence in their favour "© 1 N Ovr try 
to be denied. Achior therefore, in this chapter, gives 4 Concui- 1of Þ | 
them, and enumerates ſome of thoſe inſtances in which the * Hob WapR | 
dence had been remarkably conſpicuous, with a view of diſſuading bp, VI 
from attempting any thing againſt that people. \ PpRACTI 1 tes Þ 
| | & Iy. 


& l 


C RTPHA. 


C-H: A F. V. VL 


Holofernes impioufl y deſpiſes Cod. | 41 


| 2 and ſojourned there many days. 9 Ihen their 
God commanded them to depart from the place 
where they ſojourned, and to go into the land of 
Chanaan : where they dwelt, and were increaled 
with gold and filver, and with very much-cattle. 
10 But when a famine covered all the land of 
J. Chanaan, * they went down into Egypt, and ſo- 
„ journed there, while they were nourithed, and 
became there a great multitude, ſo that one 
could not number their nation. 11 ' 'T herefore 
i the king of Egypt role up againſt them, and 
dealt ſubtilly with them, and brought them low 
with labouring in brick, and made them ſlaves. 
fl: 12 * Then they cried unto their God, and“ he 
i, {mote all the land of Egypt with incurable 
As 1 ſo the i Egyptians caſt them out of their 
» ſight, 
aun. " 3 And * God dried the Red-lea before them, 
„ 14 And brought them + to mount Sina, and 
Cades-Barne “, and caſt forth all that dwelt in the 
„ Wilderneſs. 15 "So they dwelt in the land of the 
©  Amorites, and they ir their ſtrength 
all them of Eſebon, and * paſſing over Jordan 
„they poſſeſſed all the hill-country. 16 And 
wen they calt forth before them the Chanaanite, the 
4: Pherezite, the J ebuſite, and the Sychemite, and 
all the Gergeſites, and they dwelt in that coun- 
try many days. 17 And whillt they ſinned not 
before their God, they proſpered, becauſe the 
A God that hateth iniquity was with them. 18 
*: But when they departed from the way which 
+ he appointed them, they were deſtroyed in 
Www many battles very ſore, and were led captives 
into a land that was not their's, and the temple 
of their God was caſt to the ground, and their 
=" cities were taken by the enemies. 19 But now 
are they returned to their God, and are come 
up from the places where they were ſcattered, 
and have poſſeſſed Jeruſalem, where their ſanc- 
tuary is, and || are ſeated in the hil-country ; for 
«4. it was deſolate. 20 Now therefore, my lord 
and governor, if there be any error in this peo- 
ple, and they fin againſt their God, let us con- 
| ſider that this ſhall be their ruin, and let us go 
4 up, and we ſhall overcome them. 21 But if 
A there be no iniquity in their nation, let my lord 
now paſs by, leſt their Lord defend them, and 
their God be for them, and we become a reproach 
before all the world. 22 And when Achior had 
finiſhed rhele ſayings, all the people ſtanding 
round about the tent murmured, and the chief 
men of Holofernes, and all that dwelt by the 
lea. ſide, and in Moab, ſpake that he ſhould kill 
him. 23 For, /ay they, we will not be afraid of 
the face of the children of Iſrael: for, lo, it is a 
« pcople that have no {ſtrength nor power f for a 
, lirong battle. 24 Now therefore, lord Holofer- 
cs, we will go up, and they ſhall be a prey to be 
devoured of all thine army. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Hal fernes with i 2 vaunting 5threateneth Achior, 
lo an ſeudeth him to the Bethulians : 14 They re- 
(elde end hear him, gc. 

ND when the tumult of men that were 
about the council was ceaſed, Holofernes 
the chief captain of the army of Aſſur ſaid unto 

Achior and all the Moabites before all the com- 


pany of other nations, 2 And who art thou, 
Achior, and the hirelings of Ephraim, that thon 
haſt propheſicd amonꝑ us as to-day, and hatt laid, 
that we ſhould not make war with the people of 
lirael, becauſe their God will defend them? and 
who is God but Nabuchodonoſor? 3 He will 
| lendhis power, and will deſtroy them from the 
face of the earth, and their God ſhall not deli- 
ver them: but we his ſervants will deſtroy them 
as one man; for they are not able to ſuſtain the 
power of our horſes. 4 For with them we will 
tread them under foot, and their mountains ſhall 
be drunken with their blood, and their fields ſhall, 
be filled with their dead bodies, and their toot- 
iteps ſhall not be able to ſtand before us, for they 
ſhall utterly periſh, faith king Nabuchodonotor, 
lord of all the earth : for he ſaid, None of my 
words ſhall be in vain. 5 And thou, Achior, 
an hireling of Ammon, which halt ſpoken theſe 
words in the day of thine iniquity, ſhalt ſee my 
face no more from this day, until I take venge- 
ance of this nation that came out from Egypt. 
6 And then ſhall the {word of mine army, and 
the multitude of them that ſerve me, paſs through 
thy tides, and thou ſhalt fall among their ſlain, 
when return. 7 Now therefore my ſervants 
ſhall bring thee back into the hill-country, and 
ſhall let thee in one of the cities of the paſlages: 
S And thou ſhalt not periſh, till thou be deſtroy- 
ed with them. 9 And if thou perſuade thyſelf 
in thy mind that they ſhall not be taken, let not 
thy countenance fall: I have ſpoken it, and none 
of my words ſhall be in vain. 10 "Then Holo- 
fernes commanded his ſervants, that waited in 
his tent, to take Achior, and bring him to Bethu- 
lia, and deliver him into the hands of the children 
of Iſrael. 11 So his ſervants took him, and brought 
him out of the camp into the plain, and they went 
from the midſt of the plain into the hill-country, 
and came unto the tountains that were under Be- 
thulia, 12 And when the men of the city ſaw 
them, they took up their weapons, and went 
out of the city to the top of the hill : and every 
man that uſed a fling kept them from coming 
up by caſting of ſtones againſt them. 13 Ne- 
vertheleſs having gotten privily under the hill, 
they bound Achior, and caſt him down, and lett 
him at the foot of the hill, and returned to their 
lord. 14 But the Iſraelites deſcended from their 
city, and came unto him, and looſed him, and 
brought him into Bethulia, and preſented him 
to the governors of the city: 15 Which were 
in thoſe days Ozias the ſon of Micha, of the 
tribe of Simeon, and Chabris the ſon of Gotho- 
niel, and Charmis the fon of Melchiel. 

16 And they called together all the ancients 
of the city, and all their youth ran together, 
and their women, to the aſſembly, and they ſer 
Achior in the midſt of all their people. Ihen 
Ozias aſked him of that which was done. 17 
And he anſwered and declared unto them the 
words of the council of Holofernes, and all the 
words that he had ſpoken in tae inidſt of the 
princes of Aſſur, and whatſoever Holofernes had 
ſpoken proudly againſt the houſe of Iſrael. 18 

hen the people fell down and worſhipped God, 
and cried unto God, ſaying, 19 O Lord God of 
heaven, behold their pride, and pity the low 


— 


_ *FRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. v. 


Th oman affairs ſeem to be in a ſtate of confuſion, God often inter- 
by our of bis creatures : let us therefore be aſſured that he will con- 
, der of this world in the wiſeſt and beſt manner; and that while 


N 0 0 . 
Pr truſt in him, we can never be unhappy or unſafe, 


4 
"\PHRASE, EXPOSITION, axv COMMENTARY. 


ane. 2. Whe is God, but Nabuchodonoſor ®}) How blaſphe - 
N. dlofernes treat the God of Iſrael! He even preſumes to 


— 


place the king of Aſſyria above that Being who fills immenſity, and can 
with a ſingle word not only tumble monarchs from their thrones, but anni- 
hilate thoſe ſtupendous globes that decorate the fields of æther. But alas! 
preſumptuous mortal, ſoon ſhalt thou find that thou art ſo far from being 
able to oppoſe Omnipotence, that even the policy of a weak woman ſhall 
prove thy deſtruction. . ; ; 
Ver. 14. But the Iſraelites deſcended from their city, &c.] Achior nw, 
left by the Aſſyrians, the inhabitants of Bethulia took him, and preſente 


PRACTICAL 


him to the governors of the city, Who received him with great joy, and 
promiſed him protection. | 
He... 


FAY _—_ 
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42] Bethulia beſieged, and the water cut off, 1 0D 
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eltate of our nation, and look upon the face of 
thoſe that are ſanctitied unto thee this day. 20 
Then they comforted Achior, and praited him 
greatly. 21 And Ozias took him out of the af 
tembly unto his houſe, and made a feaſt to the 
ders; and they called on the God of Iſrael all 
that night for help. a 


CHAPI ER VII. 

1 Hylifernes beſiegeth Bethulia, 8 By advice of the 
captains of the neighbouring nations he cutteth off 
the water from the beſieged, Wc. 

HE next day Holoternes commanded all his 
army, and all his people which were come 

to take his part, that they ſhould remove their 
camp againit Bethulia, to take aforehand the 
aſcents of the hill-couniry, and to make war 
againlt the children of lrael. 2 Then their 

{trong men removed their camps in that day, 

and the army of the men of war was an hundred 

and feventy thouſand footmen, and twelve thou- 
ſand horiemen, beſido the baggage, and other 
men that were afoot among them, a very great 
multitude. 3 And they camped in the valley near 
unto Bethulia, by the fountain, and they ſpread 
themiclves in breadth || over Dothaim even to 
Belmaim, and in length from Bethulia unto 
Cyamon tf, which is over-againſt Eſdraelom. 4 
Now the children of Iſrael, when they {aw the 
multitude of them, were greatly troubled, and 
{aid every one to his neighbour, * Now will theſe 
men lick up tlie face of the earth; for neither 
the high mountains, nor the vallies, nor the hills, 
are able to bear their weight, 5 Then every man 
took up his weapons of war, and when they had 
kindled fires upon their towers, they remained and 
watched all that night. 6 But in the ſecond day 
Holofernes brought torth all his horſemen in the 
ſight of the children of lirael, which were in Be- 
thulia, 7 And viewed the paſſages up to the 
city, and came to the fountains of their waters, 
and rook them, and (et garrifons of men of war 
over them, and he himſelf removed toward his 
people. 8 Then came unto him all the chief of 
the children of Eſau, and all the governors of 
the people of Moab, and the captains of the fea- 
coalt, and ſaid, 9 Let our lord now hear a word, 
that there be not an overthrow in thine army. 
10 For this people of the children of Iſrael do 
not truſt in their ſpears, but in the height of the 
mountains wherein they dwell, becauſe it is not 
ealy to come up to the tops of their mountains. 

11 Now «ther tore, my lord, fight not againit 

them in battie-array, and there ſhall not ſo much 
as one man ot thy people periſh. 12 Remain in 
thy camp, and keep all the men of thine army, 
and let thy ſervants get into their hands the 
tountaia of water, which iſſueth forth of the foot 
of the mountain: 13 For all the inhabitants of 
Bethulia have their water thence ; fo ſhall thirlt 
Kill them, and they ſhall give up their city, and 
we and our people ſhall go up to the tops of the 
mountains that are near, and will camp upon 
them, to watch that none go out of the city, 
14 So they and their wives and their children 
ſhall be conſumed with famine, and before the 
{word come againſt them, they ſhall be over- 
thrown in the ſtreets where they dwell. 15 Thus 
thalt thou render them an evil reward; becauſe 


from 
Dothaim, 
Junius. 

+ Gr. 
bean- field. 


a Numb. 
22+ 4+ 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VI. 
The beſt deſigns to ſerve men in this world, will often be treated with 
contempt ; but though ſuch circuraltances may take place, we ſhould not 
thereby be diſcouraged from performing our duty. 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, and COMMENTARY, 


nm 


Peaceably, 
ternes and 


do as tl 
N ct. lev 
17 So the camp of the chi! J 


they rebelled, and met not thy perſon 
16 And theſe words pleated Holo 
all his ſervants, and he appointed ro 
had ſpoken, 


CHay. VII. Ver, 5. They every man took up bis Weapons of war, &c.] 
The king of Atllyria was reſolved not only to ſubdue the ſeveral nations from 
the Euphrates to Ethiopia, but intended likewiſe to oblige them all to ac- 
knowledge and adorc him as a god; and therefore the Bethulians, wlio could 
not, without iinpicuſly renouncing their religion, ſubmit to the domigion of 

I 


4 


Ammon departed, and with them five rakes \q 
of the Aflyrians, and they pitched in the rallies | 
and took the waters, and the fountains of the w / K 
ters of the children of Iſrael. 18 Lhen the child. 8 . 
of Elau went up with the children of Ammon, ! 
and camped in the hilhñcountry over-apain{t Hoe 1 
thaim: and they ſent ſome of them toward 75 f 
louth, and toward the eaſt, over-againſt Fkrebel 
which is near unto Chuſi, that is upon the brook | 
Mochmur; and the reſt of the army of the Aſſy. 
rians camped in the plain, and covered the £1. ] 
of the whole land ; and their tents and ne ' 
ages were pitched to a very great multitu le 
19 Then the children of Iſrael cried unto the | 
Lord their God, becauſe their heart failed for q 
all their enemies had compaſſæd them round t; 
about, and there was no way to eſcape out from . 
among them. 20 Thus all the company of Air 
remained about them, both their footmen cha- 2 
riots, and horſemen, four and thirty days 10 that 
all their veſſels of water failed all the inhabitants h 
of Bethulia. 21 And the | cilterns were emptied 0% 
and they had not water to drink these fill for one g * | 
day; tor they gave them drin by mealure. 22 | 
L heretore their young children were out of | 
heart, and their women and youns men fainted | 
tor thirſt, and fell down in the {treets of the city 2 
and by the paſſages of the gates, and there was MX 
no longer any ſtrength in them. _—_ 
23 Lhen all the people ailembled to Oxi; ” l 
and to the chief of the city, bot! young men, 1 
and women, and children, and cried with a loud 1 p 
voice, and faid before all the elders, 24 God {| 5. 
be judge between us and you: for ye have dones f 
us great injury, in that ye have not required“ 1 
peace of the children of Aſſur. 25 For now we 4 
have no helper : but God hath fold us into their ® WW, 
hands, that we ſhould be thrown down before th 
them with thirſt and great deſtruction. 26 in 
Now therefore call them unto you, and deliver th, 
the whole city for a ſpoil to the people of Holo- ti 
ternes, and to all his army. 27 For it is bet— of 
ter for us to be made a ſpoil unto them, than to bel 
die for thirſt: for we will be his ſervants, that thi 
our fouls may live, and not fee the death of our TY 
infants before our eyes, nor our wives, nor our live 
children to die. 28 We take to witneſs againſt day 
you the heaven and the earth, and our God and whi 
Lord of our fathers, which puniſheth us accord. lar 
ing to our {ins and the fins of our fathers, || that! ; mei 
he do not according as we have ſaid this day. be 
29 Then there was great weeping with one #4 cant 
conſent in the midit of the aſſeinbly; and they ther 
cried unto the Lord God with a loud voice. 30 then 
Then ſaid Ozias to them, Brethren, be of go ea: 
courage, let us yet endure five days, in the which preh 
{pace the Lord our God may turn his mercy not t 
toward us; for he will not torſake us utteriv. Will x 
31 And it theſe days paſs, and there come no Y Powe 
help unto us, I will do according to your Word. | Cay, 
32 And he difperied the people, every one i» not 
their own charge; and they went unto the walls ag « 
and towers of their city, and ſent the women Kithe 
and children into their houſes : and they wer? e wa 
very low brought in the city. vation 
— — 1 
ſach a king, had good reaſon to hope for the div ine aid and oſhtance 
a tyrant, who had declared himſelf an enemy to the great God ot Wi Napg 
earth, and Was an uſurper of that honour and adoration which aloe 2, n! 
| to him that inhabiteth eternity. ö 1 8 boy 4 
PRACTICAL PEFLECTIONS on Chip. V! bit 
It is owing to the deplorable corruption of our nature, that Wen — 
neceſſity for Fyeacing or adjuration. The true fear of God in * 1 N the fi 0 
ſet aſide every occaſion for an oath: for gaths were rot detigne tren 


righteous, and the wicked will not be bound by them. See ve 25 


PARAP 


g_ ” 


— 


pe HA.] . 
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FRA TE n 
1 Judilſh fa i : her behaviour in : her widowt9od : 

g She fendeth for the geveruors of the city, blameth 

ther raſh promiſe, Oc. 

OW at that time Judith heard thereof, 

N which was the daughter of Merari, the 
jon of Ox, the fon of Joleph, the fon of Oziel, 
the ſon of Elcia, the fon of Ananias, the {on of 
Gedeon, the {on of Raphaim, the ſon of Acitho, 
the fon of Elin, the lon of Eliab, the fon of Na- 

» thanael, the ſon of || Samael, the fon of Salaſadai, 
the ſon of lirael. 2 And Manatles was her hul- 
band, of her tribe and kindred, who died in the 
barley-harvelt. 3 For as he ſtood overſeeing 
them that bound ſheaves in the field, the heat 
came upon his head, and he fell on his bed, and 
died in the city of Bethulia : and they buried him 
with his fathers in the field between Dothain: 
and Palamo. 4 So Judith was a widow in her 
houſe three years and four months. 5 And ſhe 
made her a tent upon the top of her houle, and 
put on fackcloti upon her loius, and ware her 
widow's apparel. 6 And ſhe faſted all the days 
of her widowhood, {ave the eves of the ſabbatlis, 
and the fabbaths; and the eves of the new moons, 
and the new moons, and the feaſts and folemn 
davs of the houſe of Iſrael, 7 She was allo of a 
goodly countenance, and very beautiful to be- 
hold: and her huſband Manafles had lett her 
gold, and ſilver, and men-lervants, and maid-jer- 
vants, and cattle, and lands ; || and the remained 


© . upon them. 8 And there was none that gave 
i her an ill word: for ſhe teared God greatly. 

14 9 Now when ſhe heard the evil words of the 
1A people againlt the governor, that they fainted 
or lack of water; for Judith had-heard *all the 

* words that Ozias had ſpoken unto them, and 
I that he had {worn to deliver the city unto the 
4 Ally rians after hve days; 10 Ihen ſhe ſent her 


walting- woman, that had the government of all 
things that ſhe had, to call Ozias and Chabris 
2nd Charmis, the ancients of the city. 11 And 
they came unto her, and ſhe ſaid unto them, 
ticar me now, O ye governors of the inhabitants 
of Bethulia ; tor your words that ye have ſpoken 
before the people this day are not right, toucinns, 
this cath which ye made and pronounced be- 
tween God and you, and have promiſed to de- 
liver the city to our enemies, unleſs within theſe 
days the Lord turn to help you. 12 And now 
who are ye that have tempted God this day, and 
land imtead of God among the children of 
men? 13 And now try the Lord Almighty, 


1 
2 


cannot find the depth of the heart of man, nei— 
ther can ye perceive the things that he thinketh: 
then how can ye ſearch out God, that hath made 
2:4] thele things, and © know his mind, or com- 

prehend his purpoſe? Nay, my brethren, provoke 
not the Lord our God to atiger. 15 For if he 
vill not help us within thele five days, he hath 
power to defend us when he will, even every 
day, or to deſtroy us before our enemies. 16 Do 


vl" is not as man, that he may be threatened; 
either is he as the fon of man, that he ſhould 

© Wavering, 17 Therefore let. us wait for fal- 
\ation of him, and call upon him to help us, and 
e Will hear our voice, if it pleaſe him. 18 For 


* 
nd E, EXPOSITION, axv "COMMENTARY. 
— 5 e 


1 r. 8. There was none that gave her an ill avord.] Con- 
w tender and delicate the reputation of. a young and beautiful 
** iſtorian could not have given Judith a higher commendation 
: = ed in theſe words: and accordingly St. Jerom has made the 
N ＋ remark upon it: Modeſty in women is a delicate quality, 

"Thee flower, putrifies with the ſofteſt air, and is corrupted 
del blaſt ; but chiefly when age gives content to vice, and 


* * 


„but ve ſhall never know any thing, 14 For ye 


nt A 


not bind the counſels of the Lord our God: for | l Julith hunbleth herſelf, and prayeth God to priſe 
At per her purpaſe againſt the eucmies of bis ſanduary. 
ö 1 Judith fell upon her face, and put 


Fialitlis ſpeech ard promiſe. [43 


| there aroſe none in our age, neither is there any 

now in thele days, neither tribe, nor family, nor 
people, || nor city, among us, which worſhip gods | Or, 
made with hands, as hath been aforetime. 1897 7 
For the which caute our fathers were given W Say . 
the word, and for a ſpoil, and had a great tall ** *- 
before our enemies. 20 But we know none 
other god, theretore we trult that he will not 
deſpiſe us, nor any of our nation. 21 For if we 
be taken fo, all Judea (hall lie walte, and our 
lanctuary ſhall be ſpoiled : and he will require 
the prolanation thereof at our mouth. 22 And 
the || {ſaughter of our brethren, and the captivity I Or, 
of the country, and the deſolation of our nher“ 
tance, will he turn upon our heads among the 
Gentiles, whereloever we ſhall be in bondage; 
and we thall be an offence and a reproach to all 
them riat poſſoſs us. 23 For our ſervitude {hall 
not be directed to favour : but the Lord our God 
{hail turn it to diſhonour, 

24 Now therefore, O brethren, let us ſhew 
an exainple to our brethren; becaule their hearts 
depend upon us, and the fanttuary, and the 
hoale, and the altar, rett upon us. 25 More- 
over let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
which trieth us, even as he did our fathers. 26 
Remember what things he did to Abraham, f Gen. 22. 
and how he tricd laac, and what happened to gd. 28. 
Jacob in Melopotamia of Syria, when he kept 7. 
the ſheep of Laban his mother's brother. 27 
For he hath not tried us in the fire, as he did 
them, tor the examination of their hearts, nei- 
ther hath he taken vengeance on us: but the 
Lord doth icourge them that come near unto 
him, to adimoniſh them. 28 Then ſaid Qzias to 
her, All that thou haut ſpoken hait thou ſpoken 
with a good heart, and there is none that may 
gaintay thy words. 29 For this is not the firtt 
day wherein thy wiſdom is maniteſted ; bur from 
the beginning of thy days all the people have 
known thy underſtanding, becauſe the diſpoſition 
of thine heart is good. 30 But the people were 
very thirſty, and compelled us to do unto them 
as we have {poken, and to bring an oath upon 
ourietves, which we will not break. 31 There— 


tore now pray thou for us, becauſe thou art a 


godly woman, and the Lord will {end us rain to 
all our ciſterns, and we ſhall faint no more. 32 
Then faid Judith unto them, Hear me, and 1 
will do a thing, which ſhall go throughout all 
generations to the children of our nation. 33 
Le ſhall ſtand this night in the gate, and I will 
'go forth with my waiting-woman : and within 
the days that ye have promited to deliver the- 
city to our enemies the Lord will viſit Ira2l by 
mine hand. 34 But inquire not ye of mine act: 
for 1 will not declare it unto you, till the things 
be finiſhed that I do. 35 Then laid Ozias and 
the princes unto her, Go in peace, and the Lord 


—_— 


God be before thee, to take vengeance on our 


| enemies. 36 So they returned from the tent, 
and went to their wards. 


CHAPTER X. 


athes upon her head, and uncovered the 
ſackcloth wherewith ſhe was clothed ; and about 
the time that the incenſe of that evening was 


— >. 


where the marriage-bond and authority is wanting, whoſe veil is the ſecurity 
of a wife. 


i 14 ESE 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII. 


Judith had been much reſpected for her knowledge in religion, and for 
her prudence in political affairs. We have many inſtances in hiſtory of woe 
men who have done honour to the country where they were born, and have 


ſaved cities and nations from ruin by their wiſdom, See ver. 29. 
. PARAPHRASE, 
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11 CADORE! 


Judith proſecutes her purpoſe. 
offered in Jeruſalem, in the houſe of the Lord, 
1 cried with a loud voice, and ſaid, 2 O 

Sen. 30. Lord God of my father * Simeon, to whom thou 

gaveſt a ſword to take vengeance of the {tran- 

ers, who looſened the girdle of a maid to defile 
fer: and diſcovered the thigh to her ſhame, and 
polluted her virginity to her reproach ; for thou 

{aid(t, It ſhall not be ſo; and yet they did ſo: 3 

Wherefore thou gaveſt their rulers to be {lain, 

ſo that they dyed their bed in blood, being de- 

_ » ceived, and ſmoteſt the ſervants with their lords, 
and the lords upon their thrones; 4 And haſt 
given their wives for a prey, and their daugh- 
ters to be captives, and all their ſpoils to be di- 
vided among thy dear children; which were 
moved with thy zeal, and abhorred the pollution 
of their blood, and called upon thee for aid: O 
God, O my God, hear me alſo a widow. 5 For 
thou haſt wrought not only thoſe things, but 
alſo the things which fell out before, and which 
enſued after; thou haſt thought upon the things 
which are now, and which are to come. 6 Yea, 
what things thou didſt determine were ready at 
hand, and faid, Lo, we are here: for all thy 
ways are prepared, and N are in 
thy fore knowledge. 7 For, behold the Aſſyrians 
are multiplied in their power; they are exalted 
with horle and man ; they glory in the ſtrength 
of their footmen ; they truſt in ſhield, and ſpear, 
and bow, and fling ; and know not that thou 
art the Lord that breakeſt the battles : the Lord 
is thy name. 8 Throw down their ſtrength in 
thy power, and bring down their force in thy 
wrath: for they have purpoſed to defile thy ſanc- 
tuary, and to pollute the tabernacle where thy 
glorious name reſteth, and to caſt down with 
ſword the horn of thy altar. 9 Behold their 
pride, and ſend thy wrath upon their heads : 
give into mine hand, which am a widow, the 

v Judg. 4. power that I have conceived. 10 * Smite by the 

21.4. a6. deceit of my lips the ſervant with the prince, 
and the prince with the ſervant: break down 
their ſtatelineſs by the hand of a woman. 11 

Jud. 7. For © thy power ſtandeth not in multitude, nor. 

thy might in ſtrong men : for thou art a God of 

the afflicted, an helper of the oppreſſed, an up- 

1 1. & holder of the weak, a protector of the forlorn, 

16.3-* a ſaviour of them that are without hope. 12 I 

40% pray thee, I pray thee, O God of my father, and 

God of the inheritance of Iſrael, Lord of the hea- 

vens and earth, Creator of the waters, King of 

every creature, hear thou my prayer: 13 And 
make my ſpeech and deceit to be their wound and 
ſtripe, who have purpoſed cruel things againſt thy 
covenant, and thy hallowed houle, and againſt the 
top of Sion, and againſt the houſe of the poſſeſ- 
ſion of thy children. 14 And make every na- 
tion and tribe to acknowledge that thou art the 

God of all power and might, and that there is 

none other that protecteth the people of Iſrael 

but thou, 


2z 255 &e, 


2. 
1 Sam 17. 


47. 
2 Chron, 


CRAP TER Xx: 


1 Judlith adorneth herſelf: 6 The governors marvel 
at her beauty, and wiſh her ſucceſs, GS. 


OW after that ſhe had ceaſed to cry unto 

the God of Iſrael, and had made an end of 

all theſe words, 2 She roſe where ſhe had fallen 
down, and called her maid, and went down into 
the houſe, in the which ſhe abode in the ſabbath- 


- 
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PARA HR ASE, EXPOSITION, anv COMMENTARY, 


Canary. IX. Ver. 12. I pray thee, &c.] There is ſuch a vein of piety runs 
through the whole of this prayer, that we cannot read it without being ſtruck 
with adniration. There are certainly many things in it which may ſerve 
a« a model for prayer to thoſe who are in circumſtances of diſtreſs and diffi- 
culty, * 2 


| 


1 


days, and in her feaſt-days, 3 And pulled a 
he boleloth which the bad on ang EN 
garments of her widowhood, and wathed her 
body all over with water, and anointed her(ci- 
with precious ointment, and braided the har UE 
her head, and put on a f tire upon it, aud put + 6 Þ 
on her garments of gladneſs, wherewith the was,” 
clad during the life of Manaſſes her huſband. 
And ſhe took ſandals upon her feet, and put about 
her her bracelets, and her chains, and her rings 
and her ear. rings, and all her ornaments, and 1 
ed herſelf bravely, to allure the eyes of all en 
that ſhould ſee her. 5 Then ſhe gave her mai 
a bottle of wine, and a cruſe of oil, and filled a 
bag with parched corn, and lumps of figs, and 
with fine bread ; ſo ſhe || folded all theſe hin «| Or, 
together, and laid them upon her, 6 Thus they ©$ 
went forth to the gate of the city of Bethulia 1 
and found ſtanding there Ozias, and the ancient. 
of the city, Chabris and Charmis. 7 And u hen 
they ſaw her, that her countenance was altered 
and her apparel was changed, they wondered at 
her beauty "ay greatly, and ſaid unto her, 8 
'The God, the God of our fathers, give thee fi. 
vour, and accompliſh thine enterprizes to the 
glory of the children of Iſracl, and to the cxal- 
tation of Jeruſalem. Ihen they worſhipped 
God. 9 And ſhe ſaid unto them, Command 
the gates of the city to be opened unto me 
that | may go forth to accompliſh the things 
whereof ye have ſpoken with me. 80 they 
commanded the young men to open unto her 4 
as ſhe had ſpoken, 10 And when they had _— 
done hy went out, ſhe, and her maid with _ 
her; and the men of the city looked after her, 85 
until ſhe was gone down the mountain, and till 
ſhe had paſſed the valley, and could ſee her no 
more, | 

11 Thus they went ſtraight forth in the val- 
ley : and the firſt watch of the Aflyrians met 
her, 12 And took her, and aſked her, Of what 
people art thou ? and whence comelt thou, and 
whither goeſt thou? And ſhe ſaid, I am a vo- 
man of the Hebrews, and am fled from them: 
for they ſhall be given you to be conſumed : 
13 And I am coming before Holofernes the chief 
captain of your army, to declare words of truth ; 
and I will ſhew him a way, whereby he ſhall go, 
and win all the hill- country, without loſing the 
body or life of any one of his men, 14 Now 
when the men heard her words, and beheld. 
her countenance, they wondered day's at her 
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beauty, and ſaid unto her, 15 Thou haſt ſaved 

thy life, in that thou halt haſted to come down 2 
to the preſence of our lord: now therefore come =o 
to his tent, and ſome of us ſhall conduct thee, u 
until they have delivered thee to his hands. 16 T 
And when thou ſtandeſt before him, be not atraid f 
in thine heart, but ſhew unto him according to e 
thy word, and he will entreat thee well. 17 e 
Then they choſe out of them an hundred men t 
to || accompany her and her maid: and they | 0 p 
brought her to the tent of Holofernes. 18 Then ,.,. a 


ce 


was there a concourſe throughout all the camp: 2 


for her coming was noiſed among the tents, and 
they came about her, as ſhe ſtood withont the 
tent of Holofernes, till they told him of her. 
i9 And they wondered at her beauty, and ad. 
mired the children of Iſrael becauſe of her, and 
every one ſaid to his neighbour, Who would de- 


3 


— A. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. 1X. Bl 
Let men be ever ſo regardleſs of God while in a ſtate of proiper it 


when afflictions overtake, they will, or at leaſt ought to homes wes ; bun; 
their folly, and (unleſs hardened in fin) wall find tlemſelves un * PR 
ceſſity of imploring the divine aſſiſtance. Afflictions teach 2 * u ba 
means in religion, that we may be aumbled before Cod, and app; Wa fry 
Redeemer. < Exh 
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X. XI. XII. 


— 
S ſpiſe this people, that have among them ſuch 
women? ſurely it is not good that one man of 
them be left, who being let go might deceive the 
whole earth. 20 And they that lay near Holo- 
fernes went out, and all his ſervants, and they 
brought her into the tent. 21 Now Holofernes 
relted upon his bed under a canopy, which was 
woven with purple, and gold, and emeralds, and 
precious ſtones. 22 So they ſhewed him of her; 
and he came out before his tent with ſilver lamps 
going before him, 23 And when Judith was 
dome before him and his ſervants, they all mar- 
yelled at the beauty of her countenance ; and ſhe 
fell down upon her face, and did reverence unto 
him : and his ſervants took her up. 


CHAP 1ER Al. 


I Holsfernes aſketh Judith the cauſe of her coming: 5 
| She 44 . by 25 m2an.s 2255 prevail, Sr. 
= HEN ſaid Holofernes unto her, Woman, be 
| of good comfort, fear not in thine heart : 
for I never hurt any that was willing to ſerve 
Nabuchodonoſor, the king of all the earth. 2 
Now therefore, if thy people that dwelleth in the 
mountains had not ſet light by me, I would not 
have lifted up my ſpear againſt them : but they 
have done theſe things to themſelves. 3 But 
now tell me wherefore thou art fled from them, 
and art come unto us: for thou art come for 
ſafeguard ; be of good comfort, thou ſhalt live 
this night, and hereafter: 4 For none ſhall 
hurt thee, but entreat thee well, as they do the 
= ſervants of king Nabuchodonoſor my lord. 5 
= Then _ {aid unto him, Receive the words 
of thy ſervant, and ſuffer thine handmaid to ſpeak 
in thy preſence, and Iwill declare no lye to m 
lord 'this night. 6 And if thou wilt follow the 
words of thine handmaid, God will bring the 
thing perfectly to pals by thee; and my lord 
mall not fail of his purpoſes. 7 As Nabuchodo- 
noſor king of all the earth liveth, and as his 
| power liveth, who hath ſent thee for the uphold- 
1 wy of every living thing: for not only men 
1 ſhall ſerve him by thee, bur alſo the bealts of the 
held, and the cattle, and the fowls of the air, 
ſhall live by thy power under Nabuchodonofor 
and all his houſe. 8 For we have heard of thy 
wiſdom and thy policies, and it is reported in all 


. 


* 


nnr 


kingdom, and mighty in knowledge, and won- 

derful in feats of war. 
9 Nov as concerning the matter, which *Achior 
did ſpeak in thy counſel, we; have heard his 
words; tor the men of Bethulia || ſaved him, and 
be declared unto them all that he had ſpoken 
unto thee. 10 Therefore, O lord and governor, 
reject not his word ; but lay it up in thine heart, 
tor it is true : for our nation ſhall not be puniſh- 
ed, neither can the ſword prevail againſt them, 
except they ſin againſt their God. 11 And now, 
that my lord be not defeated and fruſtrate of his 
pur poſe, even death js now fallen upon them, 
and their ſin hath overtaken them, wherewith 
they will provoke their God to anger, whenſo— 
ever they ſhall do that which is not fit to be 


the earth, that thou only art || excellent in all the 


— — 


Judlillis artful fpcech. [45 


done: 12 For their victuals fail them, and all 
their water is ſcant, and they have determined 
to lay hands upon their cattle, and purpoſed to 
conſume all thoſe things, that God hath forbid- 
den them to eat by his laws: 13 And are re- 
Molved to ſpend the firſt-truits of the corn, and 
the tenths of wine and oil, which they had ſanc- 
tified, and reſerved for the prieſts that ſerve in 
Jeruſalem before the face of our God; the whicli 
— it is not lawful for any of the people ſo 
much as to touch with their hands. 14 For the 
have ſent ſome 1 becauſe they alſo 
that dwell there have done the like, to bring 
them a licence from the ſenate. 15 Now when 
they ſhall bring them word, they will forthwith 
do it, and they ſhall be given thee to be deſtroyed 
the ſame day. 16 Wherefore I thine hand- 
maid, knowing all this, am fled from their pre- 
fence; and God hath ſent me to work things 
with thee, whereat all the earth ſhall be aſto- 
nithed, and whofoever ſhall hear it. 17 For thy 
lervant is religious, and ſerveth the God of hea- 
ven day and night: now therefore, my lord, I 
will remain with thee, and thy ſervant will go 
out by night into the valley, and I will pray unto 
God, and he will tell me when they hav? com- 
mitted their ſins: 18 And I will come and ſhew 
it unto thee: then thou ſhalt go forth with all 
thine army, and there ſhall be none of them 
that ſhall reſiſt thee. 19 And 1 will lead thee 
through the midit of 2 until thou come be- 
fore jeruſalem; and 1 will ſet thy throne in the 
midſt thereof; and thou ſhalt drive them as ſhec 
that have no ſhepherd, and * a dog ſhall not fob Fx). 
much as || open his mouth at thee : for || theſe 0 
things were told me according to my foreknow- 4+: 
ledge, and they were declared nnto me, and 1% Hang: 
am ſent to tell thee, 20 Then her words pleaſed *-** / 
Holofernes and all his ſervants ; and they mar.“ 
velled at her wiſdom, and ſaid, 21 'There is not 
ſuch a woman from one end of the earth to the 
other, both for beauty of face, and wiſdom of 
words, 22 Likewiſe ne faid unto her, 
God hath done well to ſend thee before the peo- " 
ple, that ſtrength might be in our hands, and 
deſtruction upon them that lightly regard my 
lord. 23 And now thou art both beautiful in 
thy countenance, and witty in thy words : ſurely 

if thou do as thou haſt ſpoken, thy God ſhall be 

my God, and thou ſhalt dwell in the houſe of 
king Nabuchodonoſor, and ſhalt be renowned 
through the whole earth. 


CHAP:TER-AH. 
1 FJudith excufeth herſelf from cating of Holofernes' 
_ 5 She # wy £ab to go forth to _ and 
doeth ſo for three ſucceſſrve rights, &c. 
HEN he commanded to bring her in where 
his plate was ſet ; and bade that they ſhould 
prepare for her of his own meats, and that the 
ſhould drink of his own wine. 2 And Judith 
ſaid, I * will not eat thereof, leſt there be an of- Cen. 43. 
fence : but proviſion ſhall be made for me of the Bau. 1. 8. 
things that I have brought. 3 Then Holofernes Tens. 
ſaid unto her, If thy proviſion ſhould fail, how 


RAE, EXPOSITION, any COMMENTARY. 
oe. . Ver, 22. He came out before his tent with filver lamps going 
un. It may be imagined that Holofernes, in this piece of ſtate, 
wh Perſians, among whom it was uſual to carry fire before their 
as afterwards done before the Roman emperors, and is at 
woe the grand ſignor; but the reaſon of this might probably be 
dan either becauſe Judith and her maid were apprehended and 
Eu Holofernes before it was quite day; or becauſe the inner tent of 


vent was ſo very dark; that he was obliged to have lights conti- 
[Wing in A | 
kw SACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. &. 


often proved fatal to warriors : the beſt-concerted ſchemes have 
bk ted, and kingdoms with their armies ſubdued and overthrown, 
k 1y eſigna of women. | | | 


* 2 1 
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PARAPHRAS E, EXPOSITION, Ax DU COMMENTARY. 


Cu Ar. XI. Ver. 17. Thy ſervant avill ge by night into the valley, and I 
will pray unto God.] As the great duty of prayer is certainly beſt performed 
in places of retirement, and as the hurry of a camp muſt needs be very in- 
convenient for religious exerciſes, Judith, who profeſſed herſelf to be a 
woman of ſtri& piety, had a good pretence to retire out of the camp to per- 
form her devotions; fince ſhe doubtleſs foreſaw that would be a means of 
favouring her eſcape after ſhe had executed her deſign, 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XI. 


As tyrants in general ſet no value on the rights and liberties of men, it 
becomes therefore neceſſary to uſe ſtratagems in order to fruſtrate their de- 


3 | | 


ſigns, and counteract their oppreſſve purpoſes. | 
M = 


PARAPHRASE 


46] Holofernes beheaded by Judith. 1 
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ſhould we give thee the like? for there be none 
with us of thy nation. 4 Then faid Judith unto 
him, As thy ſoul liveth, my lord, thine handmaid 
ſhall not ſpend thoſe things that I have, before 
the Lord work by mine hand the things that he- 
hath determined. 5 Then the, ſervants of Holo- 
fernes brought her into the tent, and ſhe ſlept 
till midnight, and ſhe aroſe when it was toward 
the morning-watch, 6 And ſent to Holoternes, 
ſaying, Let my lord now command that thine. 
handmaid may go forth unto prayer. 7 Then 
Holofernes commanded his guard that they 
ſhould not ſtay her: thus ſhe abode in the camp 
three days, and went out in the night into the 
valley of Bethulia, and waſhed herſelf in a foun- 
tain of water by the camp. 8 And when ſhe 
came out, ſhe beſought the Lord God of Iſrael 
to direct her way to the raiſing up of the chil- 
dren of her people. 9 So ſhe came in clean, and 
remained in the tent, until ſhe did eat her meat 
at evening, 10 And in the fourth day Holofer. 
nes made a feaſt to his own ſervants only, and 
called none of the officers to the banquet. | 
11 Then ſaid he to Bagoas the eunuch, who 
had charge over all that he had, Go now, and 
perſuade this Hebrew woman which is with 
thee, that ſhe come unto us, and eat and drink 
with us. 12 For, lo, it will be a ſhame for our 
rſon, if we ſhall let ſuch a woman go, not 
faving had her company ; for if we draw her 
not unto us, ſhe will laugh us to ſcorn. 13 Then 
went Bagoas from the preſence of Holofernes, 
and came to her, and he faid, Let not this fair 
damſel fear to come to my lord, and to be ho- 
noured in his preſence, and drink wine, and be 
merry with us, and be made this day as one of 
the daughters of the Aſſyrians, which ſerve in 
the houſe of Nabuchodonoſor. 14 Then faid 
Judith unto him, Who am I now, that 1 ſhould 
ainſay my lord? ſurely whatloever pleaſeth him 
T will do ſpeedily, and it ſhall be my joy unto the 
day of my death. 15 So ſhe aroſe, and decked 
herſelf with her apparel and all her woman's 
attire, and her maid went and laid ſoft ſkins on 
the ground for her over-againlt Holofernes, 
which ſhe had received of Bagoas for her daily 
uſe, that ſhe might ſit and eat upon them. 16 
Now when Judith came in and fat down, Holo- 
fernes his heart was raviſhed with her, and his 
mind was moved, and he deſired greatly her 
company ; for he waited a time to deceive her, 
from the day that he had ſeen her. 17 Then 
ſaid Holofernes unto her, Frink now, and be 
merry with us. 18 So Judith ſaid, I will drink 
now, my lord, becaule my lite is 1nagnified in me 
this day more than all the days ſince | was born. 
19 Then ſhe took and ate and drank before him 
what her maid had 4 20 And Holofer- 
nes took great delight in her, and drank much 
more wine than he had drunk at any time in one 
day ſince he was born. | 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Judith left alone with Holofernes in the tent 
God to give her ſtrength : 6 ſhe cutteth off 
while he ſlept, Oc. 


. 


rayeth 
2 head 


OW when the evening was co 
vants made halte os as — = 
{hut his tent without, and diſmiſſed the w 
from the preſence of his lord ; 
to their beds: for they were all weary, becanſ; 
the feaſt had been long. 2 And Judith was ok 
alone in the tent, and Holofernes lying 5 
upon his bed: for he was filled with * wine 1 4 
ow Judith had commanded her maid to (tar 4 31.208 
without her bed-chamber, and to wait for oy + 
coming forth, as the did daily: for ſhe {aid fl 
would go forth to her prayers, and ſhe ſpake 0 
Bagoas according to the fame purpoſe. 4 80 al 
went forth, and none was left in the bed. chan 
ber, neither little nor :.: 2at. Ihen Judith tland- 
ing by his bed, ſaid in her heart, O'Lord God of 
all power, look at this preſent upon the works of 
mine hands for the exaltation of [cruſalem. 
For now is the time to help thine inherit: 
and to execute mine enterprizes to the de 
tion of the enemies which are riſen again us 
6 Then ſhe came to the pillar of the beg. u hich 
was at Holofernes' head, and took down his En: 
chion from thence, 7 And approached to Þis 
bed, and took hold of the hair of his head, and 
ſaid, Strengthen me, O Lord God of lirac!. this 
day. 8 And ſhe ſmote twice upon his neck with 
all her might, and ſhe took away his head from 
him, 9 And tumbled his body down from the 
bed, and pulled down the canopy from the pil- 
lars; and anon after ſhe went forth, and gave 
Holofernes his head to her maid; 10 And the 
put it in her bag of meat: fo they twain went 
together according to their cuſtom unto prayer: 
and when they paſſed the camp, they compaſſed 
the valley, and went up the mountain of Bethu— 
lia, and came to the gates thereof, 11 Then nid 
a afar off to the watchmen at the gate 
pen, open now the gate: God, even our God, 
is with us, to ſhew his power yet in Jeruſalem 
and his forces againſt the enemy, as he hath even 
done this day, 

12 Now when the men of her city heard her 
voice, they made haſte to go down to the gate 
of their city, and they called the elders of the 
city.. 13 And then they ran all together, both 
{mall and great, for it was ſtrange unto them 
that ſhe was come: ſo they opened the gate, and 
received them, and made a tire for a light, and 
{tood round about them. 14 Ihen ſhe ſaid to 
them with a loud voice, Praiſe, praiſe God, praile 
God, 1 ſay, for he hath not taken away his mercy 
from the houſe of Iſrael, but hath deliroyed our 
enemies by mine hands this night. 15 So ſhe 
took the head out of the bag, and ſhewech it, and 
ſaid unto them, Behold the head of Holoferncs, 
the chief captain of the army of Aflur, and b-- 
hold the canopy, wherein he did lic in his 
drunkenneſs; and the Lord hath ſinitten him 
by the hand of a woman. 16 As the Lord liveth, 
who hath kept me in my way that I went, my 
countenance hath deceived him to his deſtruc- 
tion, and yet hath he not committed fin with me, 
to defile and ſhame me. 17 Lheu all the pec- 
ple were wonderfully aſtoniſhed, and bow cy 
themſelves, and worſhipped God, and ſaid with 
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PARAPHRAS E, EXPOSITION, ano COMMENTARY. 

Char, XII. Ver. 14. Judith ſaid unto bim, Who am I, that I ſhould gain- 
ſay my lord?) Many things may be — againſt Judith's conduct in 
this affair, but they are moſt of them reducible to the common ſtratagems of 
war, which not only the law of arms, but in moſt caſes even the commands 
of God, and the examples of ſeveral of the beſt perſons in ſacred hiſtory, 
have declared 1g be allowable : what comes not under this denomination, I 
ſhall not pretend to vindicate, for the notion of ironical ſpeeches and mental 
reſervations, which are not admitted in common converſation, are but the 


ſhallow ſubterfages which ſome commentators have uſed to apologize for | 
actions which they cannot juſtify, 0 


PRACTICAL REFLECTION on Chap. XII. 
St. Baſil has juſtly obſerved, that it coſts ſome men more labour to com- 
2 


a , : Ps . WROTE 
mit ſin, than it would to practiſe religious duties. Certam it 15 'Y 
ſiniſter ends of the wicked, which fink them down to hell, iablect! * 
more trouble and fatigue than might have raiſed them to heaven. = 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, axv COMMENT 4 4 


Cana. XIII. Ver, 3. Judith had commanded her iaid to fland * 
It does not appear from the whole hiſtory, that the maid knew an} "Bl 
her miſtreſs's deſign ; for the ſeems, from this paſſage, to have wid 
for the return of Judith, in order to their going into the valley to Pl 
their accuſtomed devotions ; a ſcheme indeed of this kind required tn* WY 
ſecrecy and prudence, and therefore Judith very judicioully . * 
— —_ her intentions to any one, but keep them concealed in 
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C H A P. XIII. XIV. XV. The Afſjrians purſued and ſlaiu. [47 
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one accord, Blefled be thou, O our God, which 
haſt this day brought to nought the enemies of 
thy people. 18 Then ſaid Ozias unto her, O 
daughter, blefled art thou of the molt high God 
above all the women upon the earth ; and blefled 
be the Lord God, which hath created the hea- 
vens and the earth, which hath directed thee to 
the cutting off of the head of the chief of our 
enemies. 19 For this thy conhdence ſhall not 
depart from the heart of men, which remember 
the power of God tor ever. 20 And God turn 
theſe things to thee for a perpetual praile, to vi- 
fit thee in good things, becauſe thou haſt not 
ſpared thy lite for the affliction of our nation, 
but haſt revenged our ruin, walking a ſtraight 
way before our God. And all the people aid, 
So be it, ſo be it. | 
CHAPTER: XIV. | 


1 Judith adviſeth how to give the alarm to the Alſy- 
rians. 5 She ſendeth for Achior, who hearing and 
ſeeing what was done is circumciſed, Oc. 

5 ſaid Judith unto them, Hear me now 

my brethren, and take this head, and hang 
it upon the higheſt place of your walls. 2 And 
ſo ſoon as the morning ſhall appear, and the ſun 
ſhall come forth upon the earth, take ye every 


one his weapons, and go forth every valiant man | 


out of the city, and fer ye a captain over them, 
as though ye would go down into the field to- 
ward the watch of the Aflyrians; but go not 
down. 3 Then they ſhall take their armour, 
and ſhall go into their camp, and raiſe up the 


.captains of the army of Aſſur, and they ſhall run 


to the tent of Holofernes, but ſhall not find him: 
then fear ſhall fall upon them, and they ſhall flee 
before your face. 4 So ye, and all that inhabit 
the coalt of Iſrael, ſhall purſue them, and over- 
throw them as they go. +5 But before ye do 
theſe things, call me Achior the Ammonite, that 
he may ſee and know him that deſpiſed the houſe 
of Iſrael, and that ſent him to us, as it were to 
his death. 6 Then they called Achior out of 
the houſe of Ozias; and when he was come, and 
{aw the head of Holofernes in a man's hand in the 
allembly of the people, he fell down on his face, 
and his ſpirit failed. 7 But when they had re- 
covered him, he fell at Jn feet, and reve- 
renced her, and ſaid, Bleſſed art thou in all the 
tabernacle of luda, and in all nations, which 
hearing thy name ſhall be aſtoniſhed. 8 Now 
therefore tell me all the things that thou halt 
done in theſe days. Then Judith declared unto 
him in the midſt of the people all that ſhe had 
«one, from the day that ſhe wert forth until that 
hour the ſpake unto them. 

9 And when ſhe had left off ſpeaking, the 
people ſhouted with a loud voice, and made a joy- 
ful noiſe in their city. 10 And when Achior 
had ſeen all that the God of Iſrael had done, he 
believed in God greatly, and circumciſed the fleſh 
of his foreſkin, and was joined unto the houſe of 
lirael unto this day. 11 And as ſoon as the morn- 
ing aroſe, they hanged the head of Holofernes 
upon the woll, and every man took his weapons, 
and they weat forth by bands unto the || ſtraits of 
the mountain. 12 But when the Aſſyrians ſaw 
them, they ſent to their leaders, which came to 
their captains and tribunes, and to every one of 


— 


their rulers. 13 So they came to Holoternes' 
tent, and ſaid to him that had the charge of ail 
his things, Waken now our lord: for the flaves 
have been bold to come down againlt us to battle, 
that they may be utterly deſtroyed. 14 Then 
went in Bagoas, and knocked at the door of the 
tent; for he thought that he had ſlept with Ju- 
dith. 15 But becauſe none anſwered, he opene:! 
It, and went into the bedchamber, and found him 
caſt upon the floor dead, and his head was taken 
from him. 16 | Therefore he cried with a loud | 7% 
voice, with weeping, and fighing, and a mighty 
cry, and rent his garments. 17 After he went 
into the tent where Judith lodged: and when 
he found her nor, he leaped out to the people, and 
cried, 18 The ſe ſlaves have dealt treacherouſly; 
one woman of the Hebrews hath brought ſhame 
upon the houſe of king Nabuchodonofor : for, 
behold, Holoternes /ieth upon the ground without 
a head. 19 When the captains of the Aſſy rians' 
army heard theſe words, they rent their coats, 
aud their minds were wonderfully troubled, and 


there was acry and a very great noiſe throu ghout 
the camp. 


CHAPTER XV, 


1 The Affyrians flee, are chaſed, and ſlain, 8 The 
high-prieſt and elders of Iſrael come io ſee Judith, 
aud bleſs her, Oi. 

ND when they that were in the tents heard, 
they were aſtoniſhed at the thing that was 
done. 2 And fear and trembling fell upon them, 
ſo that there was no man that durſt abide in the 
ſight of his neighbour, but ruſhing out all toge- 
ther, they fled into every way of the plain, and 
of the hill-country. 3 They alſo that had camp- 

ed in the mountains round about Bethulia fled a- 

way. Then the children of Iſrael, every one that 

was a warrior among them, ruſhed out upon them. 

4 Then ſent Ozias to Betomaſthem, and to Bebai, 

and Chobai, and Cola, and to all the coaſts of I- 

rael, ſuch as ſhould tell the things that were done, 

and that all ſhould ruſh forth upon their enemies 

to deſtroy them. 5 Now when the children of 

iſrael heard it, they all fell upon them with one 
conſent, and flew them unto Chobai : likewiſe 
alſo they that came from Jeruſalem, -and from 

all the hill-country (for men had told them what 

things were done in the camp of their enemies), 

and they that were in Galaad, and in Galilee, chaſed 

them || with a great ſlaughter, until they were or, 
paſt Damaſcus and the borders thereof. 6 And“ “. 
the reſidue, that dwelt at Bethulia, fell upon the 
camp of Aſſur, and ſpoiled them, and were greatly 
enriched. 7 And the children of Iſrael that re- 
turned from the {laughter had that which re- 
mained ; and the villages and the cities, that were 

in the mountains and in the plain, gat many ſpoils: 

for the multitude was very great. | 
8 Then Joacim the high-prieſt, and the an- 

cients of the children of Iſrael that dwelt in ]e- 

ruſalem, came to behold the good things thar 

God had ſhewed to Iſrael, and to ſee Judith, and 

to ſalute her. 9 And when they came unto her, 

they bleſſed her with one accord, and ſaid unto 
her, Thou art the exaltation of Jeruſalem, thou 
art the great glory of Iſrael, thou art the great 
rejoicing of our nation: 1o Thou halt done all 
theſe things by thine hand: thou haſt done much 


RACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIII. 


* Bude; of Holofernes may be thought very baſe and perfidieus, be- 
'* moral turpitude of an act of this nature, even when unattended with 


ews received as proſelytes, who ſubmitted to be circumciſed, and rofeſled to 
lieve in the law of Moſes. In the preſent caſe, however, the inclinations 
of this perſon were not at his own diſpoſal, and therefore he made a formal 


L275 54 was! * . 
rating circumſtances ; but, in purſuance of the law of Moſes, 


profeſſion in order to fave himſelf from their vengeance, 
e , Kc.) any Iſraelite might * to counteract the deſigns 


I" who in an hoſtile manner ſhould come not only to invade their PRACTICAL eri e . | 
e T berties, but to extirpate their religion. | x Oppreſſors of the afflicted are here taoght, that ſooner or later the divine 
"A?HRASE, EXPOSITION, AND COMMENTARY. | vengeance will overtake them. Kindneſs and condeſcenſion to inferiors wil; 


. XIV. Ver. 10. When Achior had ſeen, c.] Thoſe perſons the | ſecure their eſteem, and may preſerve us from many evils, 


% 


PARAPHRASE, 


UL 


I 48] Judith's ſong, death, and age. 19 


E [APO CRT pH : 


ood to Iſrael, and God is pleaſed therewith : 
leſſed be thou of the Almighty Lord for ever- 
more. And all the people ſaid, So be it. 11 
And the people 1 the camp the ſpace of 
thirty days: and they gave unto Judith Holofer- 
nes tent, and all his plate, and beds, and veſſels, 
and all his ſtuff: and ſhe took it, and laid it on 
her mule ; and made ready her carts, and laid 
them thereon. 12 Then all the women of Iſrael 

. ran together to ſee her, and bleſſed her, and 
made a dance among them for her : and ſhe took 
branches in her hand, and gave alſo to the women 
that were with her. 13 And they put a garland 
of olive upon her and her maid that was with 
her, and ſhe went before all the people in the 
dance, leading all the women : and all the men 
of Iſrael followed in their armour with garlands, 

and with ſongs in their mouths, 


CHAPTER XVL 


1 The ſong of Judith. 19 She dedicateth the fluff of 
Mate 21 She dieth at Bethulia, Oc. 


T Judith began to ſing this thankſgiving 

in all Iſrael, and all the people ſang after 

3 of praiſe. 2 And Judith ſaid, 

. Begin wito my God with timbrels, ſing unto 

e my Lord with cymbals : tune unto him a || new 

aſs. Palm : exalt him, and call upon his name. 3 

i 'or God breaketh the battles : for among the 

camps in the midſt of the people he hath deliver- 

ed me out of the hands of them that perſecuted 

me. 4 Aflur came out of the mountains from 

the north, he came with ten thouſands of his 

ch. 2.19, army, the * multitude whereof ttopped the tor- 

rents, and their horſemen have covered the hills. 

He bragged that he would burn up my bor- 

be and Eil my young men with the tword, 

and daſh the 1 children againſt the ground, 

and make mine infants as a prey, and my virgins 

as a ſpoil. 6 But the Almighty Lord hath dil- 
appointed them by the hand of a woman. 

For the mighty one did not fall by the young 

men, neither did the ſons of the 'Fitans ſmite 

him, nor high giants ſet upon him : but Judith 

the daughter of Merari weakened him with the 

beauty of her countenance. 8 For ſhe put off 

the garment of her widowhood for the exaltation 

of thole that were oppreſſed in Iſrael, and anoint- 

ed her face with ointment, and bound her hair 

0. in af tire, and took a linen garment to deceive 

"4% him. 9 Her ſandals raviſhed his eyes, her beauty 

took his mind priſoner, and the fauchion paſſed 

„ through his neck. 10 The Perſians quaked at 

12.5 her boldneſs, and the Medes were || daunted at 


o her this ſon 


her hardineſs. 11 Then my atflicted ſhouted for x 
joy, and my weak ones cried aloud ; but || they 1:4. 
were aſtoniſhed : theſe lifted up their voices, bit Þ 
they were overthrown. 12 The ſons of the 
damſels have pierced them through, and wound. 

ed them as fugitives' children: they periſhed h 

the battle of the Lord. 13 I will ſing unto tlie 
Lord || a new 2 O Lord, thou art great and o: 
glorious, wonderful in ſtrength, and invincible. * x 
14 Let all creatures ſerve thee : f for thou ſpakeſſ. ic 
and they were made, thou didit ſend forth thy f. | 
ſpirit, and it created them, and there is hos: 
that can reſilt thy voice. 15 For the mountains 
ſhall be moved from their foundations with the 
waters, the rocks ſhall melt as wax at thy pre. 
ſence; yet thou art merciful to them that fear 
thee. 16 For all ſacrifice is too little for a ſiveer 
favour unto thee, and all the fat is not ſufficient 
for thy burnt-offering : but he that feareth the 
Lord 1s great at all times. 17 Woe to the nations 
that riſe up againſt my kindred ! the Lord A}. 
mighty will take vengeance of them in the day 
of judgment, in putting fire and worms in their 
fleth; and they ſhall feel them, and weep for 
ever. 

18 Now as ſoon as they entered into Jeruſa. 
lem, they worſhipped the Lord; and as toon as 
the people were purified, they offered their burnt- 
n and their free. offerings, and their ꝑitts. 
19 Judith alſo dedicated all the ſtuff of Holoter- 
nes, which the people had given her, and gave 
the canopy, which ſhe had taken out of his bed- 
chamber, for a gift unto the Lord. 20 So the 
people continued feaſting in 13 before 
the ſanctuary for the ſpace of three months, and 
Judith remained with them. 21 After this time 
every one returned to his own inheritance, and 
Judith went to Bethulia, and remained in her 
own poſleſſion, and was in her time honourable 
in all the country. 22 And many deſired her, 
but none knew her all the days of her life, after 
that Manaſſes her huſband was dead, and was ga- 
thered to his people. 23 But ſhe increaſed more 
and more in honour, and waxed old in her huſ- 
band's houſe, being an hundred and five years 
old, and made her maid free; ſo ſhe died in Be- 
thulia : and they buried her in the || cave of her 
huſband Manaſſes. 24 And the houſe of Iſrael 
lamented her * ſeven days: and before ſhe died,“ C 
ſhe did diſtribute her goods to all them that were © | 
neareſt of kindred to Manaſſes her huſband, and 
to them that were the neareſt of her kindred, 
25 And there was none that made the children 
of Iſrael any more afraid in the days of Judith, 
nor a long time after her death. 
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PARAPHRAS E, EXPOSITION, AND COMMENTARY. 


Cray. XV. Ver. 11. The ſpace of thirty days.] Conſidering the extent 
of the Aſſyrian camp, the many valuable things which might be hid, and 
the time it took wup to ſearch for and collect them, in order to diſtribute 
them equally ; thirty days may not be thought an unreaſonable ſpace, though 
it mu owned the Syriac verſion reads it only three days. 


PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XV. 


The ceremonies mentioned in this chapter are ſuch as were common among 
the heathens ; and from that circumſtance we may naturally infer, that the 
tranſcriber lived as late as the fecond or third century after Chriſt, 


PARAPHRASE, EXPOSITION, an» COMMENTARY. 


CAT. XVI. Ver. 7. The mighty one did not fall by the young men, neither 
did the ſons of the Titans jmite him.) By the word Titans being uſed in this 
paſſage, it appears beyond a doubt that it was inſerted . heathen, for 
that name —— a conſiderable part of their mythology, 
weakened him with the beauty of her countenance,” are as beautiful as 
any which are to be found in any writings whether antient or modern; for 
what can be more natural than to oy that uty enervates valiant men, and 
often diſcongerts and fruſtrates the beſt laid ſchemes of the moſt experienced 
generals. To mention all the inſtances of this nature recorded in hiſtory 


he words ſhe 


would almoſt fill a volume; but thoſe of Alexander the Great and Pon 
are ſuch ſtriking inſtances, that nothing more on the ſubject need td 
quoted. Another moſt elegant expreſſion in this part (ver. 9.) is the 
lowing : Her beauty took his mind priſoner ;” and certainly he das 
the firſt general of a great army, whoſe mind had been captivated 
beauty. When Agamemnon, as commander in chief of tie vs 
army, ſaw the daughter of the prieſt of Apollo, he could not help fe! 
her for himſelf,” although i.e was the captive of Achilles; and all who, 
read the Iliad of Homer know what violent diſſenfions the imprudert 0 
of women occaſioned among the Grecian chiefs in the time of tie 
war. | 

Ver. 19. Judith dedicated all the fluff, &c.) Nothing was more 8 
mon, both among 3 and 8 4 _ dedicate to God the | 
taken in war, as an 


nowledgment of his goodneſs, and in _ 65. 
tion of the victory which by his gracious —— they had obtaines "2% \ 
their enemies, - y 

| i pier 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. . 

Happy are they whoſe God is the Lord, and whoſe praiſes never Ve tle f 
If we flee to God in prayer, he will not leave us deſtitute. The nabe de. 

wait upon God, the more they ſhall find the blefſedneſs of M13 1 Fit 
Let us then truſt in him at all times, and pour out 0 hears | 


him. 


19 1 


Thy The relt of the Chapters of the Book of ESTHER. which are wn... 


found neither in the Hebrew, nor in the Chaldee, 


and Eühet 
in con ae 
non; whe 
others ſop- 
- pole they 


——— — 


2 THE ARGUMENT. 


Though the fix following chapters of this hiſtory are not to be found in any Hebrew or (Hulle copy 


are the 
united la- 
bours of 
the great 
lynag gue, 
' who from 
* 4 the time of 


yet ( rigen thinks they Were once extant, though now loft, and that from thence the Sepluagiut formed rrp aber 
heir tranflition ; but others with more probability are of opinion, that as the hftory of this memo- 
a rabie tranſaction might be recorded dy different hands, there were once two Hebrewo copies of it, on 
"in a larger, the other in a leſs volume; and that as the let 1 
canon, 9 from the larger has proceexcd the Greek copy, with 1ts additions. 


Juſt ſuper- 
intended 
the edition 
U . 
and canon 


. „ CC Hude at Preſent 770 Dur of (crip- 


tare, 


J 


Ev 
44 
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Mardocheus renicnihereth and OX: wider his dream of 
the rioer gu the Hu d, z. 

H EIN Mardocheas laid, God hath 
done these things. 5 For I remem- 
bub ber a- dream Winch | jaw concerning 

theſe matters, and nothing thereot 
Math Fuled. 6 A little fountain became a river, 
and there was light, and the fun, and much wa- 
ter: this river 1s Either, whom the king mar- 
ried, and made queen: 7 And the two dragons 
are | and Aman. & And the nations were thoſe 
thit were afleinbled to deſtroy ihe name of the 
ſews: 9 And my nation is this Ifracl, which 
cried to God, and were ſaved: for tie Lord 
hath ſaved his people, aud the Lord hath deli- 
vered us froin all thoſe evils, and God hath 
wrought ſigus and great wonders, Which have 
not been done among the Gentiles. 10 There- 
fore hatiz he made two lots, one for the people 
of God, and another for ati the Gentiles. 11, 
And theſe two lots came at the hour, and time, 
and day of judgment, betore God among, ail na- 
tions. 12 So God remeinbered his people, and 
jultiied his inheritance. 13 Therefore thold 
d:vs hall be unto them in the month Adar, the 
forrcenth and fifteenth day of the ſame month, 


2 with an attembly, and joy, and with gladneſs 

| betore God, according to the generations for 
ever among his people. 

f S HR At | 

| 2 The He aud giality of Mardocheus : 6 be dream: 

bl 


eh of v1 Ar 420745 coming forth to fight, aud of 4 
[tt l fou tai Tong! becam: d great waler, [ 
the fourth year of the reign of Ptolemeus 

1 and Cleopatra, Dofitheus, who ſaid he was a 
prielt and Levite, and Ptojemeus his ſon, brought 
this cpiltle of Phurim, which they faid was the 
lane, and that Lyiimachus the ſon of Ptole- 
m „that was in Jerutalem, had interpreted it. 
2 in the ſecond year of the reign of Artaxerxes 
the creat, in the firſt day of the month Niſon, 
Mardocheus the fon of Jairus, the fon of Semei, 
U lon of Cilai, of the tribe of Benjamin, had 
a ream; 3 Who was a Jew, and dwelt in the 


" —Y 


Part of the Tenth Chapter after the Greek. 


city of Suſa, a great man, being a ſervitor in the 
king's court. 4 He was allo one of the captives, 
which Nabuchodonotor the king of Babylon car- 

ried from jerulalem with Jechonias king of Ju- 

dea ; and this was his dream: 5 Behold a note 

of a tumuir, with thunder, and earthonakes, and 
uproar in the land: 6 And, behold, two Arcat 
dragons came forth ready to fig lit, and their cry n 
was greai. 7 And at their cry all nations were 
prepared to battle, that they might fight again{t 

the riphtecus people. 8 And lo a day of dark- 

neſs and obicurity, tribulation and anguiſh, af 
fliction and great uproar, upon earth. 9 And 

the whole righteous nation was troubled, fearing 
their own evils, and were ready.to periſh. 10 
Then they cried unto God, aid upon their cry, 
as it were from a little fonntain, was malle a 
great flood, even much water. 11 The light 
and tle fun role up, and the lowly were exalted, 
and devoured the glorious. 12 Now when Mar— 
docheus, who had {cen this dream, and what God 
had determined to do, was awake, he bare this 
dream in mind, and until night by all means was 
deſirous to know it. 


CHATPI EK: XV. 
t The conſpiracy of the tus ennuchs is diſcovered by 
Mardocheus, 5 for which be is emcriained in thc 
king's ſen vice, aud rewarded, Or. 
ND Mardocheus took his reſt in the court 
with Gabatha and 'T'harra, the two eunuchs 
of the king, and keepers of the palace. 2 * And » Eſther 2, 
he heard their devices, and fearched out their“ “““ 
purpoſes, and Jearned that they were about to 
lay hands upon Artaxerxes the king; and ſo he 
certiſied the king of them. 3 Then the king 
examined the two eunuchs, and after that they 
Ind contefled it, they were ſtrangled. 4 And 
the king made a record of theſe things, and Mar- 
docheus allo wrote thereof. 5 So the king com- 
manded Mardocheus to ſerve in the court, and 
for this he rewarded him. 6 Howbecit Aman 


ed 


var, X. Ver. 4. Then Mardecheus, &c.] This 15 a Greek termina- 
une name Mordecai; and whoever refers to the third verſe of the 
pier of Eſther, will find that this verſe is very intimately connected 
. P . * - 

"13. Thoſe dart ſhall be unto them, &c.] This is the time of cele- 
"2 tae teltiv..1 which Mordecai inſtituted on account of his great deli- 


v4 


Mp 7 . 1 
* *CTIONS,—Some of our actions do honour to us as men and chriſ- 
den done from a right motive, to a right end; whereas, others are 


Eerable us : i | N 
dus to watch gver our hearts and actions, that we do not offend him. 


x. Ul- Ver. 5. Bebold, &c.] There is ſomething ſo extremely beautiful 


F Upabl ; let this humble us in the ſight of God, who, by his grace 


in the account of this man's dream, that it deſery 
attentively. He appears to have been a Jewiſh cap 
and his merit had raiſed him to a high place of dig 
the court of the Perſian king. 

REerLECTIONS.—They who lived before the coming of Chriſt had but 
imperfect notions of that redemption which he was in the fullneſs of time to 
purchaſe for ſinners; what abundant reaſon, therefore, have we to bleſs God 
that life and immortality are brought to light by the goſpel ! 

CAP. XII. Ver, 1, 2. Mardocheus took his reſt in the court, &c.| This 
is another inſtance to prove that this part of the book was tranſlated from 
the Greek ; for we find in the former tranſlation from the Hebrew (ch. vi. 2.) 
that the names of theſe chamberlains were Bigthana and Tereſh. 


d . RerLpcTIONS, 


conſidered very 
if ſome eminence, 
nity as well as truſt at 


* hs 8 


The ling 'r letters : Mordecai”'s prayer. E 8 T 


H E RX. 


Mardocheus and his people becauſe of the eu- 
nuchs of the king. 
CHAPTER XIII. 
1 The copy of the king's letters 1% defiroy the Fetus: 
8 the prayer of Mardochens for them. 


N HE copy of the letters was this : I he great 
lib. 17, king Artaxerxes writeth theſe things to the 


<-p.6 princes and governors that are under him from 
India unto Fthiopia, in an hundred and ſeven and 
twenty provinces. 2 After that J became lord 
over many nations, and had dominion over the 
whole world; not lifted up with preſumption of 
my authority, but carrying mylelf alway with 
equity and mildneſs, I purpoſed to ſettle my ſub- 
jects continually in a quiet life, and making my 
kingdom || peaccable, and open for paſlape to the 
utmoſt coaſts, to renew peace, which is deſired 
of all men. 3 Now when [| atked my counſellers 
how this might be brought to pals, Aman, that 
excelled in wiſdom among us, and was approved 
for his conſtant good will and ſtedfaſt fidelity, 
and had the honour of the ſecond place in the 
kingdom, 4 Declared unto us, that in all na- 
tions throughout the world there was {cattered 
a certain malicious people, that had laws con- 
trary to all nations, and continually deſpiſed the 
commandments of kings, ſo as the uniting ot our 
kingdoms, honourably intended by us, cannot 
go || forward. 5 Seeing then we underſtand that 
this people alone is continually in oppoſition unto 
all men, differing in the ſtrange manner of their 
laws, and evil affected to our ſtate, working ali 
the miſchief they can, that our kingdom may 
not be firmly eſtabliſhed : 6 "Theretore have we 
commanded, that all they that are ſignified in 
writing unto you by Aman, who is ordained over 
the affairs, and is || next unto us, ſhall all, with 
their wives and children, be utterly deſtroyed by 
the ſword of their enemies, without all mercy 
and pity, the fourteenth day of the twelfth month 
Adar of this preſent year: 7 That they, who 
of old and now allo are malicious, may in one 
day with viol-nce go into the grave, and fo ever 
hereafter caute our affairs to be well ſettled, and 
without trouble. | 
8 Then Mardocheus thought upon all the 
works of the Lord, and made lis prayer unto 
him, 9 Saying, O Lord, Lord, the King Al- 


Or, 
mild. 


|| Or, 
be ſetiled. 


ll Or, 
Second 


from us, 


[A4POCRT PH M 


their eyes are upon us to bring us to nonohr . 4 
yea, they deſire to deſtroy the inheritance fd 1 
hath been thine from the beginning, 16 1) lie 
not the portion, which thou batt delivered = 
wehe tor thine own ſelt. 17 Hear my 3 . 
and be merciful unto thine Inheritance: i 2 
our ſorrow into joy, that we may live O1 = 
and praiſe thy name: and || deſtroy not e T4 
mouths of them that praiſe thee, O Lord 8442 1 
All Itraet in like manner cried moſt 4 earneſ} 1 
unto the Lord, becauſe their death was beter *t% 8 
their eyes. 8 8 0 
CHAPTER X. : 
The prayer of queen Eſther for herſelf and her people, f 
UEEN. Eſther alſo, being in fear of Kal. 
reſorted unto the Lord: 2 And laid ns, 
her glorious apparel, and put on the garments 6f 
anguiſh and mourning : and inltead of precious 
oimments, ſhe covered her head with aſhes — 
dung, and ſhe humbled her body greatly, and all 
the places of her joy the filled with her torn h ür 
3 And the prayed unto the Lord God of rack. 
laying, O my Lord, thou only art our Kind: 
help me, delolate woman, which have no heller 
but thee: 4 For my danger is in mine hand. 110 
5 From my yori up | have heard in ihe trübe 18. 
of my family, that thou, O Lord, tookelt Hrac! n 
from among all pcople, and our fathers from a!“ 
their predeceſlors, for a perpetual inheritance 
and thou halt performed whativever thou didft 
promile them. 6 And now we have tinned be- 
fore thee : therefore halt thou given us into the 
anus of our enemies, 7 Becauſe we worſhipped 4 
their gods: © Lord, thou art riohteons. 8 % 
Nevertheleſs it latistieth them not, that we are _ 
in bitter captiv.ty : but they have {tricken hands .. 
with their idols, 9 That they will aboliſh the 3 
thing that thou with thy mouth halt ordained 
ani! deitroy thine inheritance, and ſtop tlie mouth 
ot them that praiſe thee, and quench the glory 
of thy houſe, and of thine altar, 10 And open | 
the mouths of the heathen to ſet forth the prailes _ 
of the f idols, and to magnity a fleſhly king for fc. | 
ever. 11 O Lord, give not thy icepire unto g. 
them that f be nothing, and let them not laugh 4 Ge. | 
at our fall; but turn their device upon them | 
lelves, and make him an example, that hath bei- | 
gun this againit us, 
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12 Remember, O Lond. 


mighty: for the whole world is in thy power, | make thy elf known in time of our affliction, and 0 4. 
an! if thou haſt appointed to fave Iſrael, there is pe me boldneſs, O King of the || nations, aud o 3 
no man that can gainſay thee: 10 For thou haſt | Lord of all power, 12 Give me eloquent ſpecch ! 
made heaven and carth, and all the wondrous | in my mouth before the lion: turn his heart to Z 
things under the heaven, 11 Thou art Lord of | hate him that tighteth againſt us, that there may 
all things, and there is no man that can reſiſt | be an end of him, and of all that are like-minded l 
thee, which art the Lord. 12 Thou knoweſt | to him: 14 But deliver us with thine hand, and 
all things, and thou knowelt, Lord, that it was | help me that am deſolate, and which have 89 
neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any defire | other help but thee. 15 ' hou knowelt al: tuings, E. 
of glory, that | did not bow down to proud O Lord; thou knoweit that | hate the giory of 10 18 
Aman. 13 For I could have been content with | the unrighteous, avd abhor the bed of the vncir- > he 
good will for the falvation of Iſrael to kiſs the | cumciſed, and of f ail the hrathen, 16 cue U 
ſoles of his feet. 14 But I did this, that I might knowelt my neceility : for 1 abbor the ſipu of M7; n 
not prefer the glory of man above the glory of | my f high eſtate, which is upon mine head in 10 
God : neither will | worſhip any but thee, O the days wherein 1 {ſhew my{{ If, and that I avi.or” | p 
God, neither will! do it in pride, 15 And now, | it as a menſtruous rag, and that | wear it not |. in 
O Lord God and King, ſpare thy people: for | when 1 am f private by mytelf, 17 And that ) 
— ra A — — 
| REFLECTIONS.—As the path of duty will always be the path of ſafety ;'Þ ter; which confirms the declaration, that © the eyes of the Lord ate 02 2908 8: ve ; 
ſo nothing but the fear of God, and a continual truſt in him, can ever ſecure | righteous, and his ears are ever open to their cry.“ " Umility 
us -—_ temptation, or preſerve us from ſhame in time, and from eternal Cnay. XIV, Ver. 3. 4nd be prayed unte the Lord, &c.) Though an e unde 
mier y. paſſages in this prayer are not genuine, yet there is great reaſon t0 benen wie us t 
Caae. XIII. Ver. 1. The copy of the letters wvas this.] The general pur- | that ; 3 ode bh ho ſentiments of Eſther — that moit 1atere="" n Conſeiey 
port of theſe letters is recorded in the 12th verſe of the third chapter of the Þ occaſion. | ar. 
former part of this book; it is alſo found in Joſephus the Jewiſh hiſtorian. Ver. 8. They have ſtricken hands, &c.] On ſeveral occalors, among nell. 
Ver. 9. O Lord, &c.] This prayer of Mordecai is no-where recorded Þ heathens, the perſon — touched the ſacrifice, and that is meant d h bas 
bu: in this book; and yet there js great reaſon to believe that a moſt ſolemn Þ expreſſion Hricten hands. When Hamilcar, the Carthaginian genera', 10 Pre ſoun 
prayer was compoſed by him on that occafion : the whole of it is formed J his death approaching, he took his ſon Hannibal, when only nine Je" er. 10 
a Fer to = _ 13 ** and the 2 of God to his peo- Þ age, to the altar of his god or idol, and made him fivear, or frrike hand" | "oak of 
e of old ; and breathes the pureſt ſentiments of devotion. bo wadld noves make roure wich + bers wer 
RTTILECTIOxSs.—The efficacy of prayer is evidently ſet forth in this chap- are pence with the Romans. i King's ap 
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thine handmaid hath not eaten at Aman's table. 
and that ] have not greatly elteemed the King's 
feaſt, nor drunk the wine of the drink-ofterings. 
18 Neither had thine handumid any joy fince 
cen, the day Trhat I was brought hither to this pre- 
„ue ſent, but in thee, O Lord Gol of Abraham. 19 
O thou mighty God above all, hear the voice of 
the forlorn, and deliver us out of the hands of the 
nutchieyous, and deliver me out or iny tear, 
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aut comporteth hr, 

A ND upon the third day, when ſhe had ended 
{ XY her prayer, the laid away her mourning 
garments, an! put on her glorious apparel. 2 
And being gloriouſly adorned, after ſhe had cal- 
led upon God, who is the benolder and ſaviour 
of all things, the took two maids with her: 3 
And upon the one ſhe leaned, as carrying heor- 

'% felfi} dantily; 4 And the otticr followed, bear- 

ing up her train. 5 And ſtie was Hrudd through 

dr the perfection of her beauty, un her counte- 
bn a Nance was cheertu! and | very amiabe: but her 
wn heart was in anguiſh for far. 6 Then having 
palled through all the doors, ſhe Rood before 
the king, who lat upon his royal throne, and was 
clothed with all his robes of majeſty, all glittering 
with gold and precious {tones ; and he was very 
dreadful. 7 Then lifting up his coumcnance that 
{hone with majeity, he looked very hercely upon 

her: andthe qucen fell down, and was pale, and faint- 

cd, and bowed herſelf upon the head of the maid 
that went || before her. 8 Then God changed 

' the ſpirit of the king into mi:dnets, who f in a 

6. fear leaped from his throne, and took her in his 

©” arins, till ſhe came to herſelf again, and comforted 

her with loving words, and fail unto her, 9 
Either, what is the matter? lam thy brother, be 
ot good cheer: 10 Thou ſhalt not dic, though 

10, our commandment be || general: come near. 11 

And ſo he held up his golden ſceptre, and laid it 

upon her neck, 12 And embraced her, and ſaid, 

Speak unto me. 13 Then faid ſhe unto him, ! 

law thee, my lord, as an angel of God, and my 

heart was troubled for fear of thy majeſty. 14 

For wonderful art thou, lord, and thy counte- 

nance is full of grace. 15 Aud as the was ſpeal- 

Ing, || ſhe fall down for faintneis. 16 Then the 

King was troubled, and all his ſervants comtorted 

her. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1 Tio lettgr of Artaxerxes, wherein he fetteth forth 
Amis wicked d. fins. 17 Revoketh the letters 
ſont forth againſt the Jews, Q. 

1 1 * great king Artaxerxes unto the princes 

and governors of an hundred and ſeven and 
tyenty provinces from India unto Ethiopia, and 
uni all || our faithful ſubjects, greeting. 2 Ma- 

-. hy, the more often they are 8 with the 

vreat bouiity of f their gracious princes, the more 
proud they are waxen, 3 And endeavour to 

gurt not our ſubjects only, but not being able to 
bear abundance, do take in hand to practiſe alſo 


9638 —— 
1 Reps ros. -In all times of diſtreſs and danger, we ſhould fall down 
Arme at tae faotſtool of divine grace, and beg that God would take us 
ander his protection, and endue our minds with ſuch fortitude as ſhall 
poi 8 to preſer death to the blaſpheming our God, or wounding our 
* SW" ICLNCEsS, 


"pas a 2 Ver. 7. Lifting up his Conmenance, &c. | Dr. Shaw, Mr. 
kit we Jeveral other modern travellers tell us, that the wives of the 
ot pic ee are obliged to approach their maſters, or huſbands, with the 
Ver. 16 3 as if they were abject ſlaves. 5 
8 Fong 22 rot die, &c.] It was a capital offence to ſolicit a re- 
"0x er _ decrees, after they were ſigned and ſcaled ; but as 
F deſtruction, we need not wonder that Either entered 
Ss apartment under extreme agonies of deſpair. | 
2 


* 


| againlt thoſe that do them good: 4 


„ %/ĩ woos HOT4 So woe 


A 1 ö ' * 
411K tan. 
not only thankfulneis away from among mon, 
but allo lifted up with the glorions words 04 07, 


lewd perſons, that were never good, they tune 


to eſcape the juitice of God, that leech all 11:1 
and hateth evil. 5 Ofrentines o tar ji 
of thole, that are put in traft to mam tion | ON 
triends' alt irs, hath cauicd many that aro in av ll 
tnority to be partakers of imnocert blood, and: 
bath cowrapped them in remeclit is 
6 Beguiling with the 7Plechood and deco 
their lewd diipofuion the innocency zun gos 
neſs of princes. 7 Now ye m fee this, as wh 
have declared, not io much by ancient iittorics, 
as ve may, if ve fearch what hath ben wield 
done of late through the poltion behavior 
them that arc nnworthily pliced in author, 
8 And we mult take care for the time to come, 
that our kinglom may be quict and praccablo for 
all men, 9 both by changing our purpoſes, and 
always judging things thi are evident will more 
equal procceding. 10 For Aman, a Mac doitian, 
the fon of Amadatha, being myced a [rangor 
gvoudnels, and as a ſtrauger received of us, 11 
{Tad fo far forth obtumed the favour that we they: 
toward every nition, as that he was called onr 
lather, and was contimally honourcd of all imei, 
as the next perion uno the King. 12 But he, 
not bearing his great dianity, went about to de— 
prive us of our kingdom and life: 13 Havins 
by manifold and cunning deccits fonght of vs 
the deſtruction, as well of Mardocheus, who 
ſaved our lite, and continually procured our good, 
as alſo of blamelet(s Ether, partaker of our king- 
dom, with their wiole nation. 14 For by thele 
means he thought, finding us delticnte of friends, 
to have tranſlated the kingdom of the Pertians to 
the Maccdonians. 15 But we find that the 
Jews, whom this wicked wretch hath delivered 
to ut ter deſtruction, are no evil<docrs, but live by 
molt juſt laws: 16 And that they be children of 
the moſt high and moit migluy hving God, who 
hath || ordered the kingdom both unto us and to | Or, 
our progenitors in the molt excellent manner, 7/04 
17 Wherefore ve {hall do well not to put in ex- 
ecution the letters fent unto you by Aman the 
fon of Amadatha. 

18 For he that was the worker of theſe thinos 
is hanged at the gates of Suſa with all his family: 
God, who rulſcth all things, {pecdily rendering 
vengeance to him according to his deſerts. 19 
Therefore ye ſhall publith the copy of this letter 
in all places, that the Jews may freely live alter 
their own laws. 20 And ye ſhall aid them, that 
even the fame day, being the thirtcenth day of 
the twelfth month Adar, they may be avenped 
on them, who in the time of their affliction {h1!] 
ſet upon them. 21 For Almighty God hath 
turned to joy unto them the day, wherein the 
choſen people ſhould have periſhed. 22 Ye ſhall 
theretore among your ſolemn feaſts keep it an 
high day with all feaſting: 23 That both now 
and hereafter there may be ſatcty to us, and the 
well-aftected Perſians; but to thoſe which do 
conſpire againſt us a memorial of deltruction. 


—_— AM. 


_ RreLEcTI0Ns.—No virtue ſo much ennobles the human mind, in circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs, as fortitude and reſolution proceeding from a fixed depend- 
ance on divine providence. God expects alſo, that we ſhould on all lawſul 
occaſions exert our rational faculties to promote our own welfare 
cure the ſafety of the oppreſſed. , 
Chae. XVI. Ver. 16. Children of the Mgt High, &c. ] It appears, 1 
that the king had been moſt groſsly impoſed on reſpecting the Jews; 2. that 
he had heard the hiſtory of thoſe people cither related or read, and believed 
that the Being who had wrought fact miglty wonders in their fivou; muit 
have been a God, who, of all others, ought to be worſhipped ; 3. that thou h 
he acknowledged the greatneſs of the God of 1ſracl, yet he Mill * 
that there were other gods, and therefore there is not the leaſt reaion to doubt 
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and pro- 


of his dying a heathen, as he had lived ſuch. 
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24 Therefore every city and country whatſocver, | 
which ſhall not do according to theſe things, ſhall 
be deſtroyed without mercy with fire and {word, 


Rrrlfcrioxs.— The following obſervations are worthy of notice: 1. 
Foreigners ſhould never, without ſpecial cauſe, be preferred in a ſtate to 
natural-born ſubjects. 2. Kings are too eaſily impoſed upon by deſigning 
men, who, in order to ellabſiſh their own power and influence, and forgetting 


[IPOCRYPHA 
and {hill be made mot only unpuſſaole for men 77 
but alſo molt hatctul to wild beaits and foyls for 
Ever. 


the obligations they are ander to promote peace, oſten involve whole nat: 
in ruin. 3 Princes, when convinced their decrees are zall and unjutt ation 
reverſe them, though confirmed by ſolemn oaths. „med. 
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what ſome be n 
authors pile 
have aſſert- — — — — — — One unte 
ed, this tr 6 : 
b k 4 * * ® * Fs t! 0 
rg Pres of THE ARGUMENT: way 1 
= have : . 5 hi 1 7 act 7 7 » y . wg „ 
——— This hook coe Not ren by Solomon, though it Dear PIS alli“ 5 Wil Pi eee ” forme Jede of Alex> vn — 
5 andria. The principal intention of it is the inſtruction of Rings, and the information of magiſtrates and He 4 
bur that the rulers. The author points out to them the means of acquariig true wiſdom. Fe gives us a very nolie Mac 
account of the Deity ; and the -vhole abounds with epithets ſublime, cure, figurative, and pocticul. 
CHAPTER I. words call it = them : for when they thought 
f g to have it their friend, they conſumedt | 
1 An exhnrtation 10 love rio/teoufueſs, and ſeek God. ard ade : . 4 10 ir. bee: ” nought, 
1h they are with whom wiſclom ot te tape, e a covenant with it, becaule they are 
42 EFT Joe e ee ee wen. | worthy to take part with it. 
6 A evil ſpeaker cannot be hid, Orc. g 3 
e e OP CHAP T-ES N. 
a Deut. 1. OVE » righteouſn es, ye that be judges of The rn rn of the Jer „ 
1 a the earth: think of the Lord witha good ! 777 1. 1 dads 75 7 * = . of life, ard 
3. 3 (heart), and in ſunplicity of heart ſeek” 7 6 1 5 4 77% 55 7 cl 
11. 56 him. 2 For he will be foundof them that eboes in ſeuſuality, 10 and in oppreſſmng the Juſt, 


tempt him not; and ſheweth himſelf unto ſuch as 
ee donot diltruit him. 3 For froward thoughts lepa- 
2 Chron. rate from God: and his power, when it 1s || tried, 


15055 reproveth the unwile. 4 For into a malicious foul 
%% wiſdom ſhall not enter; nor dwell in the body 
rb that is ſubject unto fin. 57 For the holy ſpirit 


22. of diſcipline will flee deceit, and remove from 
thoughts that are without 'underſtanding, and 
will || not abide when unrighteoutnels comerh in. 
fre © For wildom is a „loving ſpirit 3 and will not 
z/f. acquit a blalphemer of his || words: for God is 
„s: witneſs of his reins, and a true beholder of his 


\ Q 
„ Or, 
iz rebu%:d, 


| Or, heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 7 For the Spi- 
Ou rit of the Lord fillcth the world: and that w hich, 


1 Or, containeth || all things hath knowledge of the 
gelle. ice. 8 Pheretore he that ſpeaketh unrighteous 
things cannot be hid: ncither ſhall vengeance, 

when it puniſheth, paſs by him. 9 For inquiſi- 

tion ſhall be made into the counſels of the ungod- 

; Iv: and the ſound of his words ſhall come unto 
Vo, the Lord for the | manifeſtation of his wicked 
919% eds, 10 For the ear of jealouſy heareth all 
things: and the noiſe of murmurings is not hid. 

1 Therefore beware of murmuring, which 

is unprolitable; and refrain your tougue from 
backbiting : for there is no word fo ſecret, that 

ior, ſhall go for nought: and the mouth that || be- 
lden. jjeth llayeth the foul. 12 Seck not death in the 
error of your life: and pull not upon yourſzIves 

Deut. 4. deſtruction? with the. works of your hands, 13 
24-24. For God made not death: "neither hath he plea- 
32-& 33- ſure in the deſtruction of the living. 14 For he 
a created all things, that they might have their 

t Geo. 7. being: * and the generations of the world were 
50 healthful ; and there is no poiſon of deſtruction 
in them, nor the kingdom of death upon the 
earth: 15 (For righteouſneſs 1s immortal): 

16 But ungodly men with their works and 
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Cnayv. I. Ver. 6. V ihaom is a loving ſpirit, &c,] It we would mount up 
to, wiſdom's throne, we malt lirſt bow ourſelves at her tootſtool ; if we would 
arrive at the knowledge and acquiſition of her, we mult firſt be made ſenſible 
of our own 1gnorance. ; 

REFLECTIONS, — Though all men are ſinners both by nature and practice, 
yer ſuch is their pride, that they are unwilling to acknowledge the ſove- 


OR the god!) ſaid, reaſoning with them- E 
ſelves, but not aright, * Our lite is ſhort and »J5:.j 


remedy : neither was there any man known tore * 
have returned from the grave. 2 For we are“ 
born at all adventure : and we ſhall be hereafter 
as though we had never been : for the breath in 
our noſtrils is as ſmoke, and a little ſpark in the 
moving of our heart: 3 \Which being extin- 


and our ſpirit ſhall Caniſh as the | ſoft air, 405 
And our name ſhall be forgotten in time, and 
no man {hall bave our works in remembrance, 

and our life ſhall paſs away as the trace of a 

cloud, and ſhall be diſperſed as a miſt, that 1s 

driven away with the beats of the fun, and 

overcome || with the heat thereof. 5* For our | %. 
time is a very ſhadow that paſſeth away; and 4 
after our end there is no returning: for || it i725 
falt ſealed, fo that no man cometh again. 

Come on therefore, let us enjoy the good things 
that © are preſent : and let us || ſpec ly uſe the"? 
creatures like as in youth. 7 Let us fill ourſelves ;:. } 
with coltly wine and oIntments : and let no c 
flower of the ſpring paſs by us: 8 Let us croun e. 
ourſelves with roſe-buds, before they be withered: ©" 
Let none of us go without his part of our vo- 0 
laptuouſneſs: let us leave tokens of our joy ful.— 
neſs in every place: for this is our portion, and 
our lot is this. 10 Let us opprels the poor 
righteous man, let us not ſpare the widow, nor 
reverence the ancient gray hairs of the aged, 
11 Let our ſtrength be the law of juſtice: for 
chat which is feeble is found to be nothing worth. 
12 Therefore let us lie in wait for the righteous; 
becauſe he is not for our turn, and he 15 clean 
contrary to our doings: he upbraideth us with 
our offending the law, and objecteth to our i 


0 


reſignation to the will of God, are ſtrong proofs of the eg , 
Crap. II. Ver. 9. Let none of us go awithout bis parts "xt ineſs 3 
maxim among the Sadducees and Epicureans, ti” conſider har (20 * 
fined to the time preſent : let us eat and drink, for or degr-de 
but our author very juſtly condemns all thoſe who thus out level wi 
who was made in the wnage of God, and to put him on © 
beaſts that periſh. Rrrrictt 


 xeignty of God over taem in his moral government of the world. Humility and 
I , 


— 


tedious, * and in the death of a man there is no 
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Virtue better than childrov. 153 


famy the tranſgreſlings of our education. 13 He, 
rofcileth to have the knowledge of God: aud 
Fat 27- E ' calleth himſelf the child of the Lord. 14 He 
# 12.7. was made to reprove our thoughts. 15˙ He' 
is grievous unto us even to behold : for his life 
is not like other men's, his ways are of another 
3-3-faſhion. 16 We are eſteemed of him as || coun- 
= tcrfcits: he abltaineth from our ways as from 
e flthineſs : he pronounceth the end of the jult to! 
be blefled, and maketh his boaſt that God is his 
father. 17 Let us ſee if his words be true: and 
let us prove what ſhall happen in the end of him. 
8 For if the juſt man be the“ fon of God, he, 
+. will help him, and deliver him from the hand of 
© his enemies. 19 Let us examine him with de— 
* {p:cfulneſs and torture, that we may know his 
mecknels, and prove his patience. 20 Let us 
condemn him with a ſhameful death: tor by his 
own laying he ſhall be reſpected. 
21 Such things they did imagine, and were 
If deccived : for their own wickedncls hath blinded 
| them. 22 As for the mylterics of God, they 
knew them not: neither hoped they for the wa- 
ges of righteouſneſs, nor f dilcerned a reward 
for blamclels fouls. 23 For God created man to 
be immortal, and made him to be an ® image of 
"1 his own eternity. 24 Neverthelels through 
»-* envy of the devil came death into the world: aud 
they that do hold of his fide do find it. 
"_F CHASTL LK Mt 
I The righteous are happy in their death, 4 and in the 
conſequence of their affliftions, Ou. 
[Nat U'T the fouls of the righteous are in the 
* hand of God, and there ſhall no torment 
touch them. 2 » In the ſight of the unwite they 
ſecmed to die: and their departure is taken for 
miſery, 3 And their going from us to be utter 
deliruction : but they are in peace. 4 For 
though they be puniſhed in the ſight of men, 
nn. vet is their © hope full of immortality. 5 And 
- having been a little chaſtiſed, they ſhall be greatly 
„ rewarded : | tor God proved them, and found 
them worthy for himſelf. 6 As gold in the 
»+. furnace hath he tried them, and received them as 
a burat offering. 7 And in the time of their vi- 
e {itation © they ſhall thine, and run to and fro like 
. ſparks among the ſtubble. 8 They“ ſhall judge 
«5. the nations, and have dominion over the people, 
«+: ard their Lord ſhall reign for ever. 9 They that 
£-25- put their truſt in him ſhall underſtand the truth: 
” and|| ſuch as be faithful in love (hall abide with 
"19. lim : for grace and mercy is to his ſaints, and 
. he hath care for his elect. 
i lo But the ungodly ſhall be puniſhed accord- 
ing to their own imaginations, which have neg- 
lected the righteous, and forſaken the Lord. 11 
For wholo deſpiſeth wiſdom and nurture, he is 
41; Miſerable, and their hope is vain, their labours 
„ unfruitful, and their works unprofitable: 12 
+ Their wives are + fooliſh, and their children 
wicked: 13 Their offspring is curſed, Where- 
*. torehlelled is the barren that is undefiled, which 
"55; hath not known the ſinful bed: ſhe * ſhall have 
truit in the viſitation of ſouls. 14 And He is 
the eunuch, which with his hands hath wrought 
no iniquity, nor imagined wicked things againſt 
--/ God: for unto him ſhall be given + the ſpecial 
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lurtscrioxs. Know, O ye ſons of pleaſure and prodigality, that he 


ech away his treaſure wiſely, parteth with his plagues ; but he that 

Wrath their increaſe, heapeth up ſorrow : refuſe not therefore to the needy 
I mat winch he wanteth, when thou haſt it to ſpare. 

3 Ill. Ver. 1. The fouls of the righteous are in the hand of God.] 

Gatten a beautiful contraſt to the foregoing one. The righteous 

Err indeed be ſorely afflicted by the promiſcuous diſpenſations of Pro- 

3 tus life; and his death may be attended with ſuch terrible cir- 

"pry uin the erroneous judgment of the wicked, may jbe deemed 

walt, Dr but having his confidence in God, and his hope full of im- 

No. V *15 calm and ſerene amidſt all temporary afflictions. | 


gift of faith, and an inheritance + in the temple ? 9 
of the Lord more acceptable to his mind, Foes Jag 
or glorious is the fruit of good labours : and 
the root of wiſdom ſhall never fall away. 16 
As for the children of adulterers, they ſhall not 
come T to their perfection, and the ſeed of an + Or, 
unrighteous bed ſhall be rooted out. 17 For ©: 
though they live long, yet ſhall they be nothing =. : 
regarded: and their laſt age ſhall be without 
honour. 18 Or, if they die quickly, they have 
no hope, neither comfort in the day of f trial. + 0r, 
19 For horrible is the end of the unrighteous ©" 
generation, 
CHATS © A. -IV. 
1 Virtue is better thun childrez, 3 Baſtard flips fhail 
uot thrive, but fhall witneſs againſt their parents, 
EITER it is to have no children, and to 
have virtue: for the memorial thereof is 

immortal: becauſe it is F known with God, and '% 
with men. 2 \When it is preſent, men take ex- 
ample at it; and when it is gone, they deſire 
it: it weareth a crown, and triumpheth tor ever, . Ms 
having gotten the victory, ſtriving tor undefiled i ye. ;. 4. 
rewards. 3 But the multiplying brood of the “ae. 
ungodly ſhall not thrive, nor take deep rooting 
trom baſtard lips, nor lay any faſt foundation, 
4 ror though they flouriſh in branches for a 
time; yet ſtanding not faſt, they ſhall be ſhaken “ Var. 7. 
with the wind, and through the force of winds * 
they ſhall be rooted out. +5 Ihe imperfect ech. 3.16. 
branches ſhall be broken off, their fruit unproti- 
table, not ripe to cat, yea, meet for nothing. 
6 For children begotten of unlawtul 4 beds are 5. 
witnefles of wickedneſs againſt their parents in” 
their trial. 7 But though the righteous be pre- 
vented with death, yet ſhall he be in reſt. 8 For 
honourable age is not that which ſtandeth in 
length of time, nor that is mealured by number 
of years, | 

9 But wiſdom is the gray hair unto men, and 
an unſpotted life is old age. 10 He pleaſed 4 Cen. g. 
God, and was beloved of him : fo that living — 
among ſinners he was tran{lated. 11 Yea, ſpeedily 1. 57-1. , 
was he taken away, leſt that wickedneſs ſhould 
alter his underſtanding, or deceit beguile his 
loul. 12 For the bewitching of naughtineſs 
doth obſcure things that are honeſt ; and the 
wandering of concupiſcence doth T umgermine + cr. 
the ſimple mind. 13 He, being made f perfect .“ 
in a ſhort time, fultilled a long time: 14 For fe, 
us foul pleaſed the Lord: therefore haſted he 20 %% 
lake him awvay from among the wicked. 15 This Hcb. 12. 23 
the people ſaw, and underltood it not, neither 
laid they up this in their minds, TI hat his grace ech. 3. 9- 
and mercy is with his ſaints, and that he hath 
reſpect unto his choſen. 16 Thus the righteous 
that is dead ſhall * condemn the ungodly which «Mar. 2. 
are living; and youth that is ſoon perfected the .. 
many years and old age of the unrighteous. 17 
For they ſhall ſee the end of the wiſe, and ſhall 
not underſtand what God in his counſel hath de- 
creed of him, and to what end the Lord hath 
{et him in ſafety. 18 They ſhall fee him, and 
deſpiſe him; but God ſhall! laugh them to ſcorn: 
and they ſhall hereafter be a vile carcaſe, and a 
reproach among the dead for evermore. 19 


At. 
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ReritcTions.—Though the wicked may conſider death as a puniſhment, 
and revile the righteous as being objects of it; yet they who fear God die 
full of a bleſſed hope, not — but he will raiſe them to a glorious 
immortality ; it being impoſſible to detach thoſe from the love of God, wha 
were the real objects of his favour. 

CAT. IV. Ver. 16. The righteous Gall condemn the wicked.] Experience 
and religion afford the ſtrongeſt proof of the truth of this aſſertion : con- 
ſcience alſo will doubtleſs for ever accuſe thoſe who err from the way of 
duty; and a bluſh of ſhame will ariſe in the faces, and even affect the hearts, 
of thoſe who, beholding the actions and reward of the righteous, have con- 
tinued in a courſe of wickedneſs themſelves, 
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WISDOM of 
For he ſhall rend them, and caſt them Gown | 
headlong, that they ſhall be ſpeechleſs ; and he 
ſhall ſhake them from the foundation; and they 
ſhall be utterly laid waſte, and be in ſorrow ; and 


1 0, | their memorial ſhall periſh. 20 And || when they 
ing 39 caſt up the accounts of their ſins, they ſhall come 
i with fear: and their own iniquities ſhall convince 
them to their face. 
CHAPTER V. 

1 The wicked amazed at the unexpected ſalvation of 
the righteous fhall confeſs their error, and the vanity 
of their own lives, Oc. | 

HEN ſhall the righteous man ſtand in great 
boldneſs before the face of ſuch as have 
afflicted him, and made no account of his labours. 

2 When they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled with 

terrible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrange- 

neſs of his ſalvation, ſo far beyond all that they 
looked for. 3 And they repenting and groan- 
ing for anguiſh of ſpirit ſhall ſay within them- 
ſelves, Ihis was he, whom we had ſometimes 
| Or. in derifion, and a || 12 of reproach: 4 
Leh. z 2. We * fools accounted his life madneſs, and his 
end to be without honour: 5 How is he num- 
bered among the children of God, and his lot is 
among the ſaints! 6 Therefore have we erred 
trom the way of truth, and the light of righteoul- 
neſs hath not ſhined unto us, and the ſun of 
o righteouſneſs roſe not upon us. 7 We || wearied 
£14, ourſelves in the way of wickedneſs and deſtruc- 
Jufeicd. tion: yea, we have gone through deſerts, where 
there lay no way: but as for the wy of the 

Lord, we have not known it. 8 What hath 

pride profited us? or what good hath riches with 

our vaunting brought us? 9 All thoſe things 
vi Cheon. are * paſſed away like a ſhadow, and as a poſt that 
<2, haſted by; 10 And as a ſhip that pa eth over 
« Prov. zo. the waves of the water, which when it is gone by, 
* the trace thereof cannot be found, neither the 
4 Prov. 30. path-way of the keel in the waves; 11 Or as 
tor, when a bird || hath flown through the air, there 
Bib. is no token of her way to be found, but the light 


air being beaten with the ſtroke of her wings, 
and parted with the violent noiſe and motion of 
them, is paſſed through, and therein afterwards 
no ſign where ſhe went is to be found; 12 Or 
like as when an arrow is ſhot at a mark, it part- 
eth the air, which immediately cometh together 
again, ſo that a man cannot know where it went 
through: 13 Even ſo we in like manner, as 
ſoon as we were born, began to draw to our end, 
and had no ſign of virtue to ſhew; but were 
Job 8. 4, conſumed in our own wickedneſs, 14 For the 


+ Gr. hope of the ungodly is like f duſt that is blown 
i away with the wind; like a thin froth that is 
10, driven away with the ſtorm ; like as the || ſmoke 
28. 4 Which is dif erſed here and there with a tem- 
& 103-16. peſt, and paſſeth away as the remembrance of a 
25. 411.7. gueſt that tarrieth but a day. SS | 
James 1. 15 But the righteous live for evermore ; their 


10, 11. 


2 Gen. 15. reward: alſo is with the Lord, and the care of 


Rev. 22+ them is with the Moſt High. 16 Therefore ſhall 
6 they receive a glorious || kingdom, and * a beau- 
bh 4. a. tiful crown from the Lord's hand: for with his 
* right-hand ſhall he cover them, and with his arm 
16.1) ſhall he protect them. 17 He ſhall take to him 
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REFLECTIONS.,—A continual fear of God, producing the practice of 
virtue, will fix our affections on their proper objects, and keep our minds 
exerciſed on the ſweet raptures of divine meditation, the thirſt after ſpiritual 
and eternal comforts, and all thoſe, unſpeakable delights which reſult from a 
due contempt of the world, and a fervent love of God. 

Caar.V. Ver. 4, 5. We fools counted his life madneſs.) The wicked in 
general conſider the righteous as fools, and their actions as no better than 
madneſs ; which is not to be wondered at, when we find wicked men place 
all their hopes of happineſs in the unſati, fying things of this world, whereas 
[they who love and obey God look forward to a glorious immortality. 

EFLECTIONS,—Reader, as the end of all things is at hand, let pru- 
dence admoniſi thee, let temperance reſtrain thee, let juſtice guide thy 


his jealouſy for complete armour, and make the 
creature his weapon for the revenge of i en, 
mies. 18 He ſhall put on We 

plate, and true judgment inſtead of an helmet 
19 He ſhall tale holineſs for an invincible ſhieldl. 
20 His ſevere wrath ſhall he ſharpen for a Word. 3 
and the world ſhall fight with him againſt the 
unwiſe. 21 Then ſhall the right- aiming thunder. 
bolts 4 abroad; and from the clouds, as fron, x 
welkdrawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark 

22 And hailſtones full of wrath ſhall be caſt ,; 
out of a {tone-bow, and the water of the ſea ſhall 
rage againſt them, and the floods ſhall cry. 
elly drown them. 23 Yea, a mighty wind (hat! 
ſtand up againſt them, and like a ſtorm ſhall blow 
them away: thus iniquity ſhall lay waſte the whole 
earth, and ill dealing ſhall overthrow the throne; 
of the mighty. 


CHAPTER VI. 


1 Kings and rulers are admoniſhed that they have their 
er from God, who will puniſh them ſcoercly for 
their abuſe of it, Oc. 
H 'i therefore, O ye kings, and underſtang: «i. þ 
learn, ye that be judges of the ends of the | 
earth, 2 Give ear, ye that rule the people, and 
glory in the multitude of nations. 3 For * power * =. 
is given you of the Lord, and ſovereignty from“ 
the Higheſt, who ſhall try your works, and ſcarch 
out your counſels. 4 Becauſe, being miniflers 
of his kingdom, ye have not judged ariglit, nor 
kept the law, nor walked after the counſel of God; 
8 Horribly and ſpeedily ſhall he come upon you: 
or a ſharp judgment ſhall be to thera that be in 
high places. 6 For © mercy will ſoon pardon the ©" . 
meaneſt : but mighty men ſhall be mightily tor. . 
mented. 7 For he which is Lord over all hall # 
fear no man's perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in «a8 
awe of any man's greatnels : for he hath made 20 
the ſmall and great, and careth for all alike. 8 
But a ſore trial ſhall come upon the mighty. 9 Ea 
Unto you therefore, O kings, do I ſpeak, that u 
ye may learn wiſdom, and not fall away. 9 
For they that keep holineſs holily ſhall be | judg- & 
ed holy: and they that have learned ſuch ink 7 
ſhall find | what to anſwer. 11 Wherefore ſet ** 
your affection upon my words; deſire them, and i Pet ; 
ye ſhall be inſtructed. 10. 
12 Wiſdom is glorious, and never fadeth away 
ea, ſhe is eaſily ſeen of them that love her, and by | 
Rd of ſuch as ſeek her. 13 She preventeth « DF. 
them that deſire her, in making herſelf firſt ids 
known unto them. 14 Whoſo ſeeketh her early 
ſhall have no great travail: for he ſhall find her 
ſitting at his doors. 15 Lo think therefore up- 
on her is perfection of wiſdom: and wholo 
watcheth for her ſhall quickly be without care. 
16 For ſhe goeth about tecking ſuch as are wor- 
thy of her, ſheweth herſelf! favonrably unto them 
in the ways, and mecteth them in every thought, 
17 For the very true beginning of her is the | 
deſire of diſcipline ; || and the care of diſcipline |” 
is love; 18 And love is the keeping of her jaws; 
and the giving heed unto her laws is the aflur- 
ance of incorruption; 19 And incorruption 
maketh us near unto God: 20 Therefore the 
deſire of wiſdom bringeth to a kingdom. 21 it 
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ratitude to heaven 1nfpire | 


hand, benevolence warm thy heart, and 1 
preſent ſtate, and d 


with devotion ; this ſhall give thee happineſs in the Pager 
thee at laſt to the manſions of eternal felicity in the paradiſe of Oo 1 
CA. VI. Ver. 8. A trial hall come upon the mgl. J. In prof * 
the __ of their advancement, and the greatneſs of their power, 
either their crimes be aggravated, or their works r ewarded. | has U 
Ver. 14. Whoſo ſeeketh her, ſhall find ber.] Early gn ander 
advantages. Paſſions are much more eaſily — 2 of 
or as a ſtream © 
flux into the ocean; 10 — 
perfect in the fall enjoy men 


government of reaſon in youth, than in old age; 
increaſes as it approaches to its in 
thers ſtrength, Wl at laſt it is made 


in heaven. 
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your delight be then in thrones and ſceptres, O 
ye kings of the people, honour wiſdom, that ye 
may reign for evermore. 22 As for wiſdom, 
what ſhe is, and how ſhe came up, I will tell 
you, and will not hide myſteries from you : 
but will ſeek her out from the beginning of her 
nativity, and bring the knowledge of Bar into 
light, and will not paſs over the truth. 23 Nei- 
ther will I go with conſuming envy ; for ſuch a 
man ſhall have no fellowſhip with wiſdom. 24 
But the multitude of the wiſe is the welfare of 
the world: and a wiſe king is the upholding of 
the people. 25 Receive therefore inſtruction 
through my words, and it ſhall do you good, 


CHAF I E KR VI. 


1 All men have their beginning and end alike. 7 The 
author preferred wiſdom before all things elſe. 


T7 MYSELF alſo am a mortal man, like to all, 
and the offspring of him that was firſt made 

of the earth, 2 And in my mother's womb 
was faſhioned to be fleſh in the time of ten 

wie. months, being compacted in blood, of the ſeed 
of man, and the pleaſure that came with * ſleep. 
25 3 And when JI was born, I drew in the common 
air, and fell upon the earth, which is of like na- 
ture, and the firſt voice which I uttered was 
crying, as all others do. 4 I was nurſed in ſwad- 
dling clothes, and that with cares. 5 For there 

is no king that had any other beginning of birth. 
4121-6 © For all men have one entrance into life, and 
en the like going out. 7 Whercfore * I prayed, 


I” 


{1 Nags 1 k 
ws and underitanding was given me: I called 79 


Cod, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came to me. 8 
8. ] «© preferred her before ſceptres and thrones, 
1, and eſteemed riches nothing in compariſon of 
Neither compared 1 unto her any f pre- 


r 
p | 


14s. her. 
4 cious ſtone, becauſe all gold in reſpect of her is 
kf as a little ſand, and ſilver ſhail be counted as clay 
before her. 10 J loved her above health and 

beauty, and choſe to have her initead of light: 

for the light that cometh from her never goeth 
Ks Out, 11 All good things together came to me 
„„ with her, and innumerable riches in her hands, 

12 And ] rejoiced in zhc:n all, becauſe wiſdom 
goeth before them: and I knew not that the was 
„ the mother of them. 13 J learned f diligently, 
„and do communicate her Þ liberally : I do not 
hide her riches, 14 For ſhe is a treaſure unto 
men that never faileth : which they that uſe be- 
come the friends of God, being commended for 
+= the gifts that come from learning. 15 || God 
= 64 hath granted me to ſpeak as I would, and to con- 
ken. Celve as is meet for the things that || are given 
% me: becauſe it is he that leadeth unto wiſdom, 
v, and directeth the wiſe. 16 For in his hand are 
both we and our words; all wiſdom alſo, and 
knowledge of workmanſhip. 

17 For he hath given me certain knowledge 
of the things that are, namely, to know how the 
world was made, and the operation of the ele- 
ments: 18 The beginning, ending, and midſt 
of the times: the alterations of the turning of 
the ſun, and the change of ſeaſons: 19 The 
circuits of years, and the poſitions of ſtars: 20 
The natures of living creatures, and the furies 
of wild beaſts : the violence of winds, and the 
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reaſonings of men: the diverſities of plants, and 
the virtues of roots: 21 And all ſuch things as 
are either ſecret or manifeſt, them 1 know. 
For wiſdom, * which is the worker of all things, s ©. 8 5. 
taught me: for in her is an underſtanding ſpirit, 

holy, T one only, manifold, ſubtil, lively, clear, * Gr. 
undefiled, plain, not ſubject to hurt, loving the j;, 
thing that is good, quick, which cannot be let- 

ted, ready to do good, 23 Kind to man, ſtedfaſt, 
lure, free from care, having all power, overſce- 
ing all things, and going through all underitand- 
ing, pure, and moſt ſubtil, ſpirits. 24 For wil- 
dom is more moving than any motion: ſhe paſ: 
ſeth and goeth through all tlyngs by reaton of 
her pureneſs. 25 For ſhe is the || breath of the , 
power of God, and a pure || influence flow- I or, 
ing from the glory of the Almighty : there-“““ 
fore can no defiled thing fall into her. 26 For 

ſhe is the * brightneſs of the everlaſting light, the h !1:5.1.3, 
unſpotted mirror of the power of God, ande the is Cor. 
image of his goodneſs, 27 And being but one, Ed. +. 15. 
ſhe can do all things: and remaining in herielf, 

ſhe g maketh all things new: and in all ages en- | Or, 
tering into holy ſouls, the maketh them friends“ 
of God, and prophets. 258 For God loveth none 

but him that dwelleth with wiſdom. 29 For ſhe 

is more beautiful than the fun, and above all the 

order of ſtars : being compared with the light, 

ſhe is found before it. 30 For aſter this cometh 

night: but vice ſhall not prevail againlt wiſdom. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
1 The valuable advantages of wiſdom, 21 which 
cometh from Ged only, the author addre{}eth himſelf 
to God in prayer, 
[SDOM reacheth from one end to another 
mightily : and ſweetly doth ſhe order all ! Or, 
things. 2 J loved her, and fought her out from“ “ 
my youth, I deſired || tro make h my ſpouſe, 1% 
and I was a lover of her beauty. 3 In that ſhe 4» 
is converſant with God, ſhe magnifieth her no- * 
bility : yea, the Lord of all things himtelf loved 
her. 4 For the is || privy to the myſteries of the || Or 
knowledge of God, and a || lover of his works. ff — 
5 If riches be a poſſeſſion to be defired in this . 
life ; * what is richer than wiſdom, * that work- * 7. “. 


—B— 


7 'yv 
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eth all things? 6 And if © prudence E zb . 7.22. 
. on . 09.74, 
who of all that are is a more cunning workman z, 


than ſhe? 7 And if a man love righteouſneſs, 
her labours are virtucs : for ſhe teacheth tem- 
perance and prudence, jullice and fortitude : 
which are ſack things, as men can have nothing 
more profitable in their life. 8 If a man deſie 
much experience, ſhe knoweth things of old, and 
conjectureth a what is to come : ſhe know- 
eth the ſubtilties of ſpeeches, and can expound 
dark ſentences : ſhe foreſceth ſigns and wonders, 
and the events of ſeaſons and times. 9 'I here- 
fore I propoſed to take her to me to live with 
me, knowing that ſhe f would be a counſeller of + Gr- will, 
good things, and a comfort in cares and grief. 

10 For her fake I ſhall have eſtimation among 

the multitude, and honour wich the ejders, though 

| be young. 11 *I ſhall be found of a quick 4: Kings 
concelt in judgment, and ſhail be admired in the 
ſight of great men. 12 When 1 hold my J 29. 
tongue, they ſhall bide my leiſure; and when!“ 


N * — . . . 
1 nn and integrity have been honourable to men in 
Lies; an 


Age although ſome wiſe and good men have been deſpiſed and ill- 
Aue living, yet the remembrance of them has been greatly reſpected 
veſled for a 


ages after their death. 

Har. VII. Ver. 22. 

Dieine wiſdom is an 

anhes an indiſſoluble uni 

uur anding, 
"2.0 


dom, which is the worker of all things, taught 
inexhauſtible treaſure of all good tiungs, and 
on between man and his Maker; it enlarges the 
ru and giveth eloquence to the lips ; it gives an inſight into 
ful 9 of nature, the operation of the elements, the ſyſtein 
eee and the rational principles of mankind. 
**5TIONS= This chapter affords a fine deſcription of the power of 


3 


9 ethen, — 


wiſdom in its operations: it is disjunctive from every thing of a vicious na- 
ture; and as ſoon as it is embraced by any perſon, it fo far improves his 
mind, and raiſes his thoughts above temporal obje&s, that he ſecks accept- 
ance with God, and becomes reconciled to that Being whom he had be- 
fore offended, 

CAT. VIII. Ver. 1. Wiſder reacheth, &c.] The author here obſerves, 
that wiſdom, when joined with piety, is the parent of all ſocial virtues ; 
that her counſe s are excellent, and her ccmforts ireftirable, that honour 
and eſteem are ever attendant on her votaries, and Orrow baniſhed from tlie 
habitation waere ſhe reſides, 


Reriections, 


56] Prayer for wiſdom. WISDOM or 


SOLOMON. 


ſpeak, they ſhall give good ear unto me: If! 
talk much, they ſhall lay their hands upon their, 
frer.17. mouth. 13. Moreover t by the means of her J 
ſhall obtain immortality, and leave behind me an 
everlaſting memorial to them that come after 


j O me. 14 1 ſhall || ſet the people in order, and the 
ee, nations ſhall be ſubject unto me. 15 Horrible 

tyrants ſhall be afraid, when they do but hear of 
e me; I ſhall | be found good among the multi- 
| Or, tude, and valiant in war. 16 || After I am come 
eng. into mine houſe, I will repoſe myſelf with her: 


vine houſe. for her converſation hath no bitterneſs; and to 
live with her hath no ſorrow, but mirth and joy. 

17 Now when I conſidered thele things in 

x Prov. 2. myſelf, aud pondered them in my heart, how 
k vr. 13. that to be allied unto wiſdom" is immortality ; 
18 And great pleaſure it is to have her friend- 

ſhip ; and in the works of her hands are infinite 
riches; and in the exerciſe of conference with 


þ 
; 


| Or, her, prudence; and in talking with her, a || good 
iO, report; I went about ſecking how to || take her 
marry ler. to me. 19 For 1 was a witty child, and had a 
good 2 20 Yea rather, being good, I came 

into a body undefiled. 21 Nevertheleſs, when ] 
perceived that I could not otherwile obtain her, 
except God gave her me; and that was a point 

of wiſdom alſo to know whoſe pitt the was; | 

| Or, prayed|| unto the Lord, and beſought him, and 

n, with my whole heart I ſaid, 
CHAPTER IX. 

i A prayer unto God far his wiſdom; 6 without tehich 

the moſt perfect man will be nothing regarded. 

God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, 

r. * who haſt made all things with thy word, 
lohn 1. 3. 2 And ordained man through thy wiſdom, that 
„enn he ſhould have dominion over the creatures 
ei. 8.6. which thou haſt made, 3 And order the world 


according to equity and righteouſnels, and exe- 
cute judgment with an upright heart: 4 Give 
e Kings me © wiſdom, that ſitteth by thy throne ; and 
* 9 reje& me not from among thy children: 5 For 
4 P36. 1 thy fervant and ſon of thine handmaid am a 
16, © feeble perſon, and of a ſhort time, and too young 
for the underſtanding of judgment and laws. 6 
For though a man be never to perfect among 
the children of men, yet it thy wiſdom be not 
with him, he ſhall be nothing regarded. 7 Thou 
ed 5s haſt choſen me to be a * king of thy people, and 
2 Ctron, 1. a judge of thy ſons and daughters: 8 Thou 
9. halt commanded me to build a temple upon thy 
7. 12,13, holy mount, and an altar in the city wherein 
# Hed. 8.5. thou dwelleſt, a reſemblance of the holy taber- 
b Mat. 25. nacle, which thou haſt prepared from the be- 
Heb. 17. pas. 9 And wiſdom was with thee : which 
1; knoweth thy works, and was preſent when thou 
22. + Mmadeſt the world, and knew what was accept- 
1. 1% able in thy fight, and right in thy command- 
ments. 10 O lend her out of thy holy heavens, 
and from the throne of thy glory, that being 
preſent ſhe may labour with me, that I may 
: know what 1s pleaſing unto thee, 11 For ſhe 
J. e, knoweth and underſtandeth all things, and ſhe 
or, El, ſhall lead me ſoberly in my doings, and pre- 
+.,4% ſerve me in her power. 12 So ſhall my works 
Ecelus, i. be acceptable, and then ſhall 1 judge thy people 
Rom. 11. Tighteouſly, and be worthy to ſit in my father's 


8 {eat. 13 For“ what man is he that can know 
16. the counſel of God? or who can think what the 


REeFLEcTiOnNs,—VWe learn from hence the neceſfity we are under to crave 
the divine aſſiſtance in the purſuit of wiſdom, and at the ſame time to make 
a per uſe of thoſe talents which God has endued us with. | 

Citay, IX. Ver. 1. O Cd of my fathers, &c.] The author, now. per- 
ſonating Solomon, takes occaſion, from his youth and inexperience, to ſup- 
plicate the Moſt High for wiſdom to underſtand his will, for inſtruction in 
the hen of the temple, and for abilities to govern the people with equity 
and judgment. 


will of the Lord is? 14 For the thoughts of 
mortal men are ꝓ miſerable, and our devices are t 6:, 
but uncertain. 15 For the corruptible body?“ 


nacle weigheth down the mind that mulcth upon "+ 
many things. 16 And hardly do we guels aright 
at things that are upon earth, and with labour 
do we find the things that are before us: but tc. | 
the things that are in heaven who hath ſearcheq © 4 8 
out? 17 And thy counſel who hath known 2 
except "thou give wiſdom, and ſend thy Holy vnc 
Spirit from above? 18 For ſo the ways of them“ 
which lived on the earth were reformed, and 


men were taught the things that are pleaſin 

unto thee, and were ſaved through wiſdom. 
IG AT LS IK A. 

Il hat wiſdom did for Adam, 3 againſt Cain, 4 for 


Noe, 5 Abraham, 6 Lit, Oc. 


HE preſerved the firſt-formed father of the 
world, that was created alone, and brought 
him out of his fall, 2 And* gave him power to n. 
rule all things. 3 But when the unrighteous d Gen. 

went away from her in his anger, he periſhed 
alſo in the fury wherewith he murdered his bro- 
ther. 4 For whoſe cauſe the © earth being ec 
drowned with the flood, wiſdom again preſery d 
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ns 
it, and directed the courſe of the righteous in a #2. 
piece of wood of ſinall value. 5 Moreover, the * 6. x 
nations in their wicked conſpiracy being con-“ 
founded, ſhe found out the righteous, and pre- 
lerved him blameleſs unto God, and? kept him ec 


11 


3 
* 
2 


1 


ſtrong ſ againſt his tender compaſſion toward his :*,, .M 
lon. 6 When the ungodly periſhed, ſhe deli- 6+". 1 


vered the righteous man, who fled from the ;'; 1. 
fire which fell down upon f the five cities. 7 Of - BE 
whoſe wickedneſs even to this day the waſte land 154 
that ſmoketh is a teſtimony, and plants bearing 
fruit that never come to ripeneſs: and * a ſtand- t ca. 
ing pillar of ſalt 7s a monument of an unbelieving ** 
foul. 8 For regarding not wiſdom, they gat 
not only this hurt, that they knew not the things 
which were good; but alſo left behind them to 
the world a memorial of their fooliſhnets: fo 
that in the things whercin they oftended they 
could not ſo much as be hid. 

9 But wiſdom delivered from pain thoſe that 
attended upon her. 10 When' the righteous . 
ted from his brother's wrath, ſhe guided him in : 
right paths, ſhewed him the kingdom of God, 
and gave him knowledge of holy things, made 
him rich in his travels, and multiplied / fruit of | 
his labours. 11 * In the covetouſneſs of ſuch as f, 
oppreſſed him ſhe ſtood by him, and made him . | 
rich. 12 She defended him from his enemies, 3%, 
and kept him ſafe from thoſe that lay in wait, 
and in a fore conflict ſhe gave him the victory; 


4 
« 


n Gen. 
that he might know that godlineſs is ſtronger ::. «4 
than all. 13 ” When the righteous was fold, ſhe A 
forſook him not, but delivered him from 10: 8 
ſhe went down with him into the pit, 14 And 
left him not in bonds, till ſhe brought him the 2 
ſceptre of the kingdom, and t power againſt thole 4. 
that oppreſſed him: as for them that had accuſed «:. 
him, the ſhewed them to be lyars, and gave him k- 
perpetual glory. 15 * She delivered the f righ-'7, 
teous people and blameleſs ſeed from the nation it; 

. 5 he Her! 
that oppreſſed them. 16 * She entered into the ',., 


ſoul of * the ſervant of the Lord, and withſtood i. 


together ; and it may juſtly be ſaid, that he who knows but little, vin 


practiſe much. Aber, Kc. ] In ni 
CAT. X. Ver. 1. She preſerved the firft-formed father , 45 -roune 
the two following chapters the author exemplifies the prece " 1 de 


favour of wiſdom by ſo many pertinent inſtances, that it wo 


©" REFL8c7h 


P.:rLECTIONS,—Knowledge and practice ſhould always go hand in hand 
I 


at leaſt, that the author was of that people. 


[APOCR YPH 7 1 


preſſeth down the ſoul, and the earthly tabef- 1c 


4 


| 


. . . 5 E may, 
offering violence to the text to attempt any illuſtration of it. W. "le * 
6 1 from the moſt me mor Ihe teflim 
ever obſerve, that all the inſtances are taken from N * 
cidents in the Jewiſh hiſtory ; and from hence ariſes a preſumpti ns wor 
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dreadful kings in wonders and ſigns; 17 Ren- 
dered to the righteous a reward of their labours, 
guided them in a marvellous way, and was unto 
them for a cover by day, and a light of ſtars in 
the night-ſeaſon; 18 Brought them through 
the Red-· ſea, and led them through much water: 
19 But ſhe drowned their enemies, and caſt 
them up out of the bottom of the deep. 20 
Therefore the righteous ſpoiled the ungodly, 
and * praiſed thy holy name, O Lord, and mag- 
nified with one accord thine hand, that fought 
for them. 21 For wiſdom opened the mouth of 
the dumb, and made the tongues of them that 
cannot ſpeak eloquent. 


CRAT I EN AL 


Mat wiſdom did for the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, 
who were benefited by that whereby the Eg yptiuns 
were puniſhed, &c. 

1 — proſpered their works in the hand of the 

holy prophet. 2 They went through the 
wilderneſs that was not inhabited, and pitched 
tents in places where there lay no way. 3 * Thcy 
ſtood againlt their enemies, and were avenged of 
their adverſaries. 4 When they were thirlty, 
they called upon thee, and © water was given 
them out of the flinty rock, and their thirlt was 
quenched out of the hard ſtone. 5 For by what 
things their enemies were puniſhed, by the ſame 
they in their need were benefited, 6 For inttead 
of a fountain of a perpetual running river *trou- 
bled with foul blood, 7 For a manifeſt reproot 
of that commandment, whereby the intants 
were ſlain, thou gaveſt unto them abundance of 
water by a means which they hoped not for: 

8 Declaring by that thirſt then * how thou hadtt 

puniſhed their adverſaries. 9 For when they 

were tried, albeit but in mercy chaſtiſed, they 
knew how the ungodly were judged in wrath 
and tormented, thirſting in another manner than 
the juit. 10 For theſe thou didit adinoniſh and 
try, as a father: but the other, as a ſevere king, 
thou didit condemn and puniſh. 11 Whether 
they were abſent or preſent, they were vexed 
alike, 12 For a * grief came upon them, 
aud a groaning for the remembrance of things 
palt. 13 For when they heard by their own 
puniſhments the other to be benefited, they || had 


' lome feeling of the Lord. 14 For whom they 


rejected with ſcorn, when he was long before 
thrown out at the caſting forth of the infauts, him 
in the end, when they ſaw what came to pals, 
they admired. 15 But for the fooliſh devices of 
their wickedneſs, wherewith being deceived they 
worlhipped ſerpents void of reaſon, and vile 
beaſts, thou didſt ſend a multitude of unreaſon- 
able beaſts upon them for vengeance 3 16 That 


8 might know, that * wherewithal a man ſin- 
7 


neth, by the ſame alſo ſhall he be puniſhed. 

17 For thy almighty hand, that made the 
world of matter without form, wanted not 
meaus to ſend among them a multitude of bears, 


or fierce lions, 18 Or unknown wild beaſts, full 


of rage, newly created, breathing out either a 

ery vapour, or filthy ſcents of ſcattered ſmoke, 
or ſhooting horrible ſparkles out of their eyes : 
ly Whereof not only the harm might diſpatch 
them at once, but alſo the terrible ſight utterly 
deſtroy them. 20 Yea, and without theſe might 
they have fallen down with one blaſt, being per- 
lecuted of vengeance, and ſcattered abroad 
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As the writer of this book was well acquainted with the 

ment hiſtory, ſo he aſeribes all the miraculous preſervations of the 
to the ageney of wiſdom. 

Ver. 16. Wherewithal a man fernneth, &c.] It is well known, 

V of Herodotus, and many other ancient hiſtorians, that the 

pped the moſt vile reptiles, and therefore God feat locuſts 


_ which deſtroyed the fruits of the earth. 


—— — — — 


through the breath of thy power: but thou haſt 

ordered all things in meaſure and number and 

weight. 21 For thou canſt ſhew thy great 
ſtrength at all times when thou wilt; and who 

may withſtand the power of thine arm? 22 For 

the whole world before thee is“ as a || little grain h 4% 4 

of the balance, yea, as a dro! of the morning e 

dew that falleth down upon the earth. 23 But f, 

thou haſt mercy upon all; for thou canſt do all * * 

things, and winkeſt at the fins of men, becauſe 

they ſhould amend, 24 For thou loveſt all the 

things that are, and abhorreſt nothing which 

thou haſt made: for never wouldett thou have 

made any thing, if thou hadit hated it. 25 And 

how could any thing have endurcd, if it had not 

been thy will? or been preſerved, if not called 

by thee? 26 But thou ſpareſt all: for they are 1% 12- 

thine, O Lord, thou lover of ſouls. | ; 

SG HAPT ER XI. 

1 God did not deſtroy the Canamites at once 3 ꝙ not 
for want of power, 19 but for the it uttion of his 
own people. 

OR thine incorruptible Spirit is in all things, 
2 Therefore chaſteneſt thou them by little 
and little that oft.nd, and warnelt then by put- 
ting them in remembrance wherein they have 
oftended, that leaving their wickedneſs they may 
believe on thee, O Lord, 3 For it was thy will 
to deſtroy by the hands of our fathers buth thoſe 
old | inhabitants of thy holy land, 4 Whom thou |,” 
hatedſt for doing moſt odious works of Þ witch- t Or, 
crafts, and wicked iacriftices; +5 Aud alto * thole4"" 

mercileſs murderers of children, and devourers of 23. 

man's fleth, and the feaits of blood, 6 With their 

pricits out ot the midſt of their idolatrous crew, 

and the parents, that killed with their own Þ Deus 12. 

hands ſouls deſtitute of help: That the land, *" 

which thou eſteemedſt above all other, might, 

receive a worthy || colony of God's children. 819%... 

Nevertheleſs even thole thou ſparedſt as men, and %. 

didit ſend © waſps, forerunners of thine hoſt, to ed. 23. 

deſtroy them by little and little. 9 Not that henne; 

thou wait unable to bring the ungodly under the I. 24- 

hand of the righteous in battle, or to deſtro Fo 

them at once with cruel bcalis, or with one rough 

word: 10 But executing thy judgments upon 

them by little and little, thou gaveſt them place 

of repentance, not being ignorant that they were 

a naughty generation, and that their malice was 

bred in chem, and that their cogitation would 

never be changed. 11 For it was a" curſed feed 9 Gen. g. 

from the beginning ; neither didit thou for fear ” 

of any man give them pardon for thoſe things 

wherein they ſinned. 12 For who ſhall ſay, \V hat « Rom. g. 

halt thou done? or who ſhall withttand thy judg-*" 

ment ? or who ſhall accuſe thee for the nations 

that periſh, whom thou haſt made ? cr who ſhall 

come to ſtand + againſt thee, to be revenged for % 

the unrighteous men? 13 For neither is there preſence, 

any God but thou that *careth for all, to whom e 

thou mightelt ſhew that thy judgment is not un ch. 6, 7. 

right. 14 Neither ſhall king or tyrant be able to-. 

ſet his face againlt thee for any whom thou haſt 
puniſhed. 15 Forſomuch then as thou art righ- 

teous thyſelf, thou orderelt all things righteoully : 

thinking * it not agreeable with thy power tos Jeb 10.2. 

condemn him that hath not deſerved to be puniſh- 

ed. 16 For thy power is the beginning of righ- 

teouſneſs, and“ becauſe thou art the Lord of all, bh. 11. 

it maketh thee to be gracious unto all. 17 For“ 

when men will not believe that thou art of a 
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RErLECTIONS.—As the eternal Son of God took upon him our nature, 
in order to ſave us from miſery ; we ſhould therefore have the molt exalted 
notions of him, and the loweit conceptions of ourſelves. 

CuAr. XII. Ver. 17. When men will nat believe, &c.] To deny any of 
the divine attributes, is little leſs than to deny the whole, and conſequently the 
exiſtence of God, who created and ſupports all things by his infinite power, 


| wiſdom, and goodneſs. This will be punittied in the molt exerapiary manner, 
REFLECTIONS. 
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58] DImage-worſhippers inexcuſable, 


WISDOM or SOLOMON. 


th — mr 3 oe e—n on Fo 


[IPOCRTPH4 


|| Or, 


. g, full |power, thou ſhewelt thy {trength, and org 


them that know it thou makelt their boldneſs 
manifelt, 18 But thou, maſtering thy power, 
judgeſt with equity, and ordereſt us with great 
tavour: for thou mayeſt ule power when thou 
wilt. 19 But by ſuch works haſt thou taught 
thy people that the juſt man ſhould be merciful, 
and haſt made thy children to be of a good hope 
that thou givelt repentance for ſins, 20 For if 
thou didit puniſh the enemies of thy children, 
and the condemned to death, with ſuch deli- 
beration, giving them time and place, whereby 
they might be delivered trom their malice : 

21 With how great wages vt ag didſt thou 
judge thine own ſons, unto whole fathers thou 
haſt ſworn, and made covenants of good pro- 
miſes? 22 Therefore, whereas thou dolt chaſ- 
ten us, thou ſcourgeſt our enemies a thouſand 
times more, to the intent that, when we judge, 
we ſhould carefully think of thy goodneis, and 


i Rom. 9. 
22. 


out the Lord thereof? 10 But miſerable are 


called them gods, which are the works of men's ©*;"5 
hands, gold and filver, to ſhew art in, and reſen . 
blances of bealts, or a {tone 
the work of an ancient hand. 
11 * Now || a carpenter that felleth timber aſter tn. 
he hath ſawn down a tree meet tor the purpoſe, {3 * 
nd taken off all the bark {kilfally round about.. 
and hath wrought it handiomely, and made 4 
veſſlel thereof fit for the ſervice of man's 2 
12 And after ſpending the || refuſe. of his 
to dreſs his meat, — 
taking the very refuſe among thoſe which 
lerved to no uſe, being a crooked piece of 
wood, and full of Knots, hath carved it dili. 
gently, when he had nothing elſe to do, and 
formed it by the {kill of his underſtanding, and 
faſhioned it to the image of a man; 14 Or 
made it like ſome vile beaſt, laying it over with 


: ' 1 & 133. 
good for nothing, 


work « { Ir, 


they, and in * dead things is their hope, who « *:. 


lite 5 et. by. 


filled himſelf; 13 Ang" 
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when we ourſelves are judged, we ſhould look 
for mercy. 23 Wheretore, whereas men have 
& <>. 1% lived diflolutely and unrighteouſly, thou haſt 
o, tormented them with their own || abominations. 


%% 24 For they went aſtray very far in the ways 


vermilion, and with paint colouring it red, and | 
covering every ſpot therein; 15 And * when 1.5. 

he had made a convenient room for it, ſet it in | 
a wall, and made it falt with iron: 16 For he g 
provided for it that it might not fall, knoywino 4 | 
that it was unable to help itlelt; for it is an image, =_— 

and hath need of help: 17 Then maketh mT 3 
prayer for his goods, for his wife and children.“ 
and is not aſhamed to ſpeak to that which hat 1 
no lite. 18 For health he calleth upon that F 
which is weak: for life prayeth to that * which is « «.. 
dead: for aid humbly beſeecheth + that which + c | 
hath leaſt means to help: and for a good journey ,,* *Y 
he aſketh of that which cannot ſer a foot for. .-: þ 
ward: 19 And for gaining and getting, and for 
good ſucceſs of his hands, aſketh ability to do of 
him, that is moſt unable to do any thing. 


CHATI E & . AN, 

1 Men about to ſail pray to their idols, ww/o are leſs 
able than their ſhips to ſaves them. 8 Idols are de- 
curſed, and fo are the makers of them, Or. 

Y Hees one preparing himſelf to fail, and 

about to pals through the raging waves, cal- 
leth upon a piece of woud more rotten than the | 
veſſel || that carrieth him. 2 For verily deſire of“ 

gain deviſed || that, and the workman built it by 1% 4 

his ſkill. 3 But thy providence, O Father, govern: 7." 

eth it: for thou © haſt made a way in the fea, and: F 

a ſafe path in the waves; 4 Shewing that thou 

canſt fave from all danger: yea, though a man 

went to fea without art, 5 Nevertheleſs thou 
wouldeſt not that the works of thy wiſdom ſhould 
be idle, and therefore do men commit their lives 
to a {mall piece of wood, and paſſing the rough ſea 

| in a weak veſlel are ſaved. 6* For in the old time * c 

alſo, when the proud giants periſhed, the hope of fu 

the world governed by thy hand eſcaped in a weak 
veſſel, — left to all ages a ſeed of generation. 

7 For bleſſed is the wood whereby riglhiteouſnets 

cometh. 8 Burt © that which is made with hands g, 

is curſed, as well it, as he that made it: he, becaule } 

he made it; and it, becauſe, being corruptible, 
it was called god. 9 For the ungodly and his“ 

ungodlineſs are both alike hateful unto God. 104 

For that which is made ſhall be puniſhed together C4 

with him that made it. 11 Therefore even o. 

upon || the idols of the Gentiles ſhall there be à 1 

viſitation : becauſe in the creature of God they 50 


. . © + ot. 
are become an abomination, and * 4 ſtumbling- ju 


„ 


idols, 

1<.11-15- of error, and held them for gods, which even 

Hoa nag. among the beaſts of their enemies were deſpiſed, 

being deceived, as children of no underſtanding. 

25 "Therefore unto them, as to children without 

the uſe of reaſon, thou didit ſend a judgment to 

mock them. 26 But they that would not be 

reformed by that correction, wherein he dallied 

with them, ſhall feel a judgment worthy of God. 

27 For, look, for what things they grudged, 

when they were puniſhed, that is, for them 

whom they thought to be gods; [now] being 

uniſhed in them, when they ſaw it, they ac- 

Lnowledged him to be the true God, whom be- 

fore they denied to know; and therefore came 
extreme damnation upon them, 


b CHAPTER XIII. 


1 They are vain and inexcuſable who worſhip any of 
God's works as God: 10 but moſt wretched are 
they who worſhip the works of men's hands. 


URELY vain are all men by nature, who are 
ignorant of God, and? could not out of the 
good things that are ſeen know him that is: nei- 
ther by conſidering the works did they acknow- 
ledge the work-maſter ; 2 * But deemed either 
fire, or wind, or the {wift air, or the circle of 
the ſtars, or the violent water, or the lights of 
heaven, to be the gods which govern the world. 
3 With whole beauty it they being delighted 
took them to be gods; let them know how 
much better the Lord of them is: for the firſt 
author of beauty hath created them. 4 But if 
they were aſtoniſhed at their power and virtue, 
let them underſtand by them, how much mightier 
he is that made them. 5 For by the greatnels 
and beauty of the creatures proportionably the 
maker of them is feen. 6 But yet for this they 
are the leſs to be blamed : tor they peradventure 
err, ſeeking God, and deſirous to find him. 7 
For being * converſant in his works they || ſearch 
ũim diligently, and believe their ſight : becauſe 
the things are beautiful that are ſeen. 8 How- 
beit neither are they to be pardoned, 9 For if 
they were able to know ſo much, that they could 
aim at the world ; how did they not ſooner find 


a Rom, 1. 
19, 20. 


b Deut. 4. 
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ſeth. 


REFLECTIONS. —Although fin always brings puniſhment after it, yet ſuch 
is the wiſdom and mercy of God, that he always inflicts that puniſhment ac- 
cording to the nature and degree of the guilt. 

Cnay. XIII. Ver. 11—19. 4 carpenter that felleth timber, &c,) It 
muſt for ever ſurpriſ: a wiſe and thinking man, to ſee a rational creature how 
down to and worſhip an image made by his own hands ; but it is well known 
to thoſe converſant with human nature, and from daily experience, that poor 
blind mortals will, if poſſible, prefer any thing to that duty which they owe 
to God; this is ſpiritual idolatry, 


—> 


REyLECTIONS.—Lord Bacon juſtly obſerves, that an atheii is the gren 
fool that ever lived in the world. It is certainly the moſt conſuminate dey 
of ſtupidity in men to pretend ignorance of a Deity, when all nature g 
claims aloud throughout her works, that there is a God, molt worthy ond 
love, adoration, and obedience. , 

Caae. XIV. Ver. 11. Ewen upon the idols of the Gentiles ſpall! * 
viſitation.] This paſſage is very applicable to the time in which ** the 4 
was made fleſh, and dwelt among us ;” for both ſacred and profane | | 

2 
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H A P. XIV. XV. XVI. 


Fully of” idol-inakers. [ 59 


_ 


eg blocks to the ſouls of men, and a || ſnare to the 


n. feet of the unwile. 12 For the deviſing of idols 
was the beginning of /þiri7:al fornication, and 
the invention of them the corruption of life. 13 
For neither were they from the beginning, nei— 
ther ſhall they be for ever. 14 For by the vain 
lory of men they entered into the world, and 
therefore ſhall they come ſhortly to an end. 15 
For a father altiicted with untimely mourning, 
when he hath made an image of his child foon 
taken away, now honoured him as a god, which 
was then a dead man, and delivered to thoſe that 
were under him ceremonies and ſacrifices. 
i 16 Ius in proceſs of time an ungodly cuſ- 
tom grown ſtrong was kept as a law, and r 
images were worſhipped by the commandments 
\ of || kings. 17 Whom men could not honour 
in || pretence, becauſe they dwelt far off, they 
took the counterfeit of his viſage from far, and 
made an expreſs image of a king whom they 
honoured, to the end that by this their forward- 
neſs they might flatter him that was abſent, as 
if he were preſent. 18 Alſo the ſingular dili- 
gence of the artificer did help to ſet forward the 
ignorant to more ſuperſtition. 19 For he, per- 
adventure willing to pleale one in authority, 
©» forced all his tkill to make the reſemblance + of 
ee, the belt faſhion. 20 And ſo the multitude, al- 
lured by the grace of the work, took him now 
for a god, which a little before was but honoured 
as a man. 2+ And this was an occaſion to de- 
ceive the world: for men, ſerving either cala- 
mity or tyranny, did aſcribe unto ſtones and 
, ſtocks the incommunicable || name, 22 More- 
e over this was not enough for them, that they 
erred in the knowledge of God; but whereas 
they lived in the great war of ignorance, thoſe 
ſo great plagues called they peace. 23 For whilft 
van. they * flew their children in ſacrifices, or uſed 
>., ſecret ceremonies, or made revellings of ſtrange 
d, rites; 24 "They kept neither lives nor marriages 
any longer undefiled : but either one flew ano- 
ther traiterouſly, or grieved him by adultery, 
n 25 So that there reigned in all men || without 
„exception blood, manſlaughter, theft, and dif- 
i ſimulation, corruption, unfaithfulneſs, tumults, 
perjury, 26 Diſquieting of good men, forget- 
fulneſs of good turns, detiling of fouls, changing 
%/x, Of {| kind, ditorder in marriages, adultery, and 
n ſhameleſs uncleanneſs. 27 * For the worſhipping 
of idols f not to be named is the beginning, the 
7, caule, and the end, of all evil. 28 For either 
they are mad when they be merry, or propheſy 
lyes, or live unjuſtly, or elſe lightly forſwear 
themſelves, 29 For inſomuch as their truſt is in 
idols, which have no life; though they ſwear 
taltely, yet they look not to be hurt. 30 How- 
beit tor both cauſes ſhall they be jultly puniſhed : 
both becauſe they thought not well of God, 
„ Living heed unto idols, and alſo unjuſtly ſwore 
in deceit, deſpiſing holineſs. 31 For it is not the 
power of them by whom they {wear : but it is 
the juſt vengeance of ſinners, that puniſheth al- 
ways the offence of the ungodly, 


HAF TER XV. 


1 Au actuowledgment 4 the true God, 6 The folly 
of the maker's of idols, Oc. 


* arming, that idolatry then received a mortal wound; and that 

„erer the Son of God came, in his goſpel, the heathen images were 

Malouly deſtroyed. 

LL LECTIONS, —The providence of God is over all his works : he rules 

=_ with infinite wiſdom ; in the depth of his mind he revolveth all 

he de, the ſecrets of futurity lie open before him; the thoughts of 

3 we naked to his view, and he knows our determinations before 

: : * conceived by us 

CO XV. Ver. 11. Knew not him that inſpired, &c.] It has been the 
opinion of the enlightened of all nations, that the ſoul of man is 


U'T thon, O God, art gracious and true, 

# long-tuttering, and in mercy ordering all 
things. 2 For if we ſin, we are thine, knowing 
thy power: but we will not fin, knowing that 
we are counted thine. 3 For to know thee is 
perfect rightcouſnels; yea, to know thy power 
is the root of immortality. 4 For neither did 
the miſchievous invention of men deceive. vs, 
nor an image ſpotted with divers colours the 
painter's truitlels labour; 5 Ihe ſight whereof 
enticeth || fools to luſt after it, and fo they deſire 10 
the form of a dead image, that hath no breath. 5#,,".5 ., 
6 Both they that make them, they that deſire *. 
them, and they that worſhip them, are lovers of 
evil things, and are worthy to have ſuch things 
to truſt upon. 7 For the * potter, tempering a Rom. g 
loft earth, faſhioneth every vellel with much Ja- *” 
bour tor our ſervice : yea, of the fame clay he 
maketh both the veſſeis that ſerve tor clean uſes, 
and likewile alſo all ſuch as ſerve to the contrary : 
but what is the uſe of either fort, the potter 
himſelf is the judge. 8 And employing his la— 
bours lewdly, he maketh a vain god of the fame 
clay, even he which a little before was made of 
earth himſelt, and within a little while after return- 
eth to the fame, out of the which he was taken, 
when his“ life which was lent him fſha:l be de- b Luke 12. 
manded. 9 Notwithſtanding his care is, not *© 
that he ſhall f have much labour, nor that his + Or. 
life is ſhort : but {triveth to excel gold{miths and / 
ſilverſmiths, and endeavoureth to do like the 
workers in braſs, and counteth it his glory to 
make counterfeit things. 

io His heart is aſhes, his hope is more vile 
than earth, and his life of leſs value than clay: 
11 Foraſmuch as he knew not his Maker, and 
him that inſpired into him an active ſoul, © and e Gen. 27 
breathed in a living ſpirit. 12 But they counted 
our life a * and ꝓ our time here a market f Gr. . 
for gain: for, ſay they, we muſt be getting every 
way, though it be by evil means. 13 + For this t 0%, $ 
man, that of carthly matter maketh brittle veſ- 
ſels and graven images, knoweth himſelf to of- 
fend above all others. 14 Ant all tie enemies 


4 5 7 16, 17. 
nor ears to car, nor fingers of hands to handle; + Or, «ir. 
and as for their fect, they arc flow to go. 16 


own ſpirit faſhioned them: but no man can make 
a god like unto himſelf. 17 For being mortal, 
he worketh © a dead thing with wicked hands: e ch.; 
for he himſelf is better than the things which he“! 
worſhippeth : whereas he lived oe, but they 
never. 18 Yea, they worſhipped thoſe beaſts alſo 
that are molt Parefi : for being conpared toge- 
ther, ſome are worle than others. 19 Neither are 
they beautiful, fo much as to be deſired in reſpect 
of beaſts: but they went without the praiſe of 
God and his bleſſing. 
CHAPTER. XVI. 
1 God gave guails io his people to ſlir up their appetite, 
and vile beaſts tu their enemies to create a loathing, 
"PHEREFORE. * by the like were they pu- b 
niſhed worthily, and by the multitude of““ 


—— 


a particle of the Deity (divine particula aure) infuſed into the human 
frame, 

RerLecTioONs.—Though human life is ſo very uncertain, though we 
daily ſee perſons of every age deſcend into the grave, and that the brighte? 
accompliſhments will not exempt any from the arreſt of death; yet the gene- 
rality of mankind are ſo miſerably infatuated as to promiſe themſelves lor 
life, and minding nothing but the buſineſs and pleaſures of the wor ld, poil- - 
pone all thoughts of religion, and all concern for their fouls, to the fegble 
æra of old age, to which they may never arrive! Sex ver. 10—12, 
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b Numb. 
21. 6. 

ch. 11.1 
16. * 


c Lumb. 
11. 31. 


+ Or, 

thy people. 
d Numb. 
21.6. 

x Cor. 10. 


J 


e Numb, 


21. 9. 


f Fred. 8, 

24 K 10.4. 
Rev. 9. 3» 
&c, 


: Gr. 


Hang. 
+ Or, 


wewer 
4 tuen 
from. 


g Deut. 32. 


Pſal. 105. 
Tobi 13. 2. 


m Exc4. 
16. 14. 
Numb. 

91. . 

Pſ. 78. 25. 
John 6. 31. 
n Judg.b 4, 
+ Or, 
NA. 

+ Or, was 
tempured.s 
© ch. 19. 
Tl. 


beaſts rormented, 2 Inſtead of which puniſh- 
ment, dealing graciouſly with thine own people, 
thou preparedlt for them meat of a ſtrange talte, 
even? quails to ſtir up their appetite: 3 To the 
end that they, deſiring food, might for the ugly 
ſight of the a ſent among them lothe even 
that, which they muſt needs deſire; but theſe, 
ſuffering 2 for a ſhort ſpace, might be made 
artakers of a ſtrange taſte. 4 For it was requi- 
ite, that upon them exerciſing tyranny ſhould 
come penury, which they could not avoid: but 
to theſe it ſhould only be ſhewed how their ene- 
mics were tormented. 5 For when the horrible 
herconels of beaſts came upon + theſe, and they 
periſhed with the * ſtings of crooked ſerpents, 
thy wrath endured not for ever: 6 But they 
were troubled for a ſmall ſeaſon, that they might 
be admoniſhed, having * a ſign of ſalvation, to 
put them in remembrance of the commandment 
of thy law. 7 For he that turned himſelf to- 
ward it was not ſaved by the thing that he ſaw, 
but by thee, that art the Saviour of all. 8 And 
in this thou madett thine enemies. confels, that 
it is thou who delivcreſt from all evil: 9 For 
them the bitings of graſhoppers and flies killed, 
neither was there found any remedy for their 
life : for they were worthy to be puniſhed by 
ſich. ro But thy ſcns not the very teeth of 
venomous dragons overcame : for thy mercy 
was ever by them, and healed them. 11 For 
they were I pricked, that they thould remember 
thy words; and were quickly ſaved, that not fal- 
ling into deep forgetfulneſs, they might be f con- 
tinually mindful of thy goodneſs. 12 For it was 
neither herb, nor mollitying plaiſter, that reſtored 
them to health : but thy word, O Lord, which 
healeth all things. 13 For thou haſt power of 
life and death: thou * leadeſt to the gates of hell, 


and bringeſt up again. 14 A man indeed killeth 


through his malice : and the ſpirit, when it is 
gone forth, returneth not; neither the ſoul re- 
ceived up cometh again. 

15 But it is nct poſlible to eſcape thine hand, 


. 16 * For the ungodly, 'that denied to know thee, 


were {courged by the ſtrength of thine arm: 


u it h range rains, hails, and ſhowers, were the 


perlecuted, that they could not avoid,and through 
tire were they conſumed. 17 For, which is moſt 


to be wondered at, the tire had more force in 


the water, that quencheth all things : for the 


.5- world | tighteth for the righteous, 18 For ſome- 


time the tlame was mitigated, that it might not 
burn up the beaſts that were lent againſt the un- 
godly ; but themſelves might ſce and perceive 
that they were perſecuted with the judgment of 
God. 19 And at another time it burneth even 
in the midſt of water above the power of fire, 
that it might deſtroy the fruits of an unjuſt land. 
20 © Inſtead whereof thou feddeſt thine own 

eople with angels' food, and didſt fend them 
rom heaven bread prepared without their la— 
bour, able to content every man's delight, and 
agreeing to every talte. 21 For thy ! ſuſte- 
nance declared thy {weetneſs unto thy children, 
and ſerving to the appctite of the eater, tem- 
pered itſelf to every n.an's liking. 22 But ſnow 
and ice endured the fire, and melted not, that 
they might know that fire burning in the hail, 
and ſparkling in the rain, did deſtroy the fruits 


of the enemies. 23 But this again did even for. 
get his own ſtrength, that the righteous might 


eth thee, - who art the Maker, increaſeth his 
ſtrength againſt the unrighteous for their puniſh. 
ment, and abateth his ſtrength for the benetit of 
ſuch as put their truſt in thee. 25 Therefore 
even then was it altered into all t faſhions, and to, 


things, according to the delire + of them that *% 
had need: 26 That thy children, O Lord. 
whom thou loveſt, might know, that ir is OL 
the growing of fruits that nouriſheth man: but M. 
that it is thy word, which preſerveth them that 
put their truſt in thee. 27 For that which was 

not deſtroyed of the fire, being warmed with a* =. 
little ſun-beam, foon melted away: 28 'That it ** * } 


lun to give thee thanks, and at the day- ſpring 
pray unto thee. 29 For the hope cf the un 
thanktul ſhall melt away as the winter's hoar fro(} 
and ſhall run away as unprofitable water. 


CHAFPTI + Kk XVI. 
1 I hy the . Eg yftians were puniſhed with din bucſi. 
11 The terrors of aun evil conſcience, &. 


2 


expreſſed: therefore 4 unnurtured ſouls have to 
erred. 2 For when unrighteous men thought 47 
to opprels the holy nation ; * they being ſhut upο 
in f their houſes, the priſoners of darkneſs, and 1 8 
fettered with the bonds of a long night, lay tv | 
[i here] t exiled from the eternal providence. 7 1; 
For w | 
fins, they were {cattered f under a dark veil oft“ 
forgetfulneſs, being horribly aſtoniſhed, and 
troubled with [ſtrange] + apparitions. | 


them from fear: but noiles | as of waters] falling 
down founded about them, and fad viſions ap- 

eared unto them with heavy countenances. 5 

lo power of the fire might give them light: 
neither could the bright flames of the ſtars en- 
dure to lighten that horrible night. 6 Only 
there appeared unto them a fire kindled of itlelt, 

very dreadful: for being much terriſied, they 
thought the things which they ſaw to be worle Þ} 
than the fight they ſaw not. 7 As for thei 
illuſions of art magick, they were put down, 4 
and their vaunting in wiſdom was reproved with Þ} 
diſgrace. 8 For they, that promiled to drive 
away terrors and troubles from a lick foul, were 

lick themſelves of fear, worthy to be laughed at. 

9 For though no terrible thing did fear them; 

yet being ſcared with beaſts that paſſed by, 

and hiſſing of ſerpents, 10 They died for fear, | 
denying || that they faw the air, which could o 
no ſide be avoided. 11 174 

11 For wickedneſs, condemned by her own 

witneſs, is very timorous ; and being preſſed with 
conſcience, always forecalteth grievous things. 

12 For fear is nothing elſe but a betraying of 

the ſuccours which reaſon offereth. 13 And the 
expectation from within, being leſs, counteth 

the ignorance more than the cauſe which bring: 

eth the torment. 14 But they ſleeping tne ſame 4 
ſleep that night, || which was indeed intolerabe, ,.., 
and which came upon them out cf the bottoms :»;-- 
of inevitable hell, 15 Were partly vexed with“ 


CHaP 
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XVI. Ver. 29. The hope of the unthankful ſhall melt away, &c.] 


As the branches of a tree return their ſap to the root from whence it aroſe ; 
and as a river remitteth his ſtreams to the ſea, whenee its ſpring was ſup- 


_ ſo 


the heart of a grateful man delights in returning a benefit received: 


e acknowledges his obligation with chearfulneſs, and looks on his benefactor 
with love and eſteem. 

REFLECTIONS, —The eaſtern writers made many beautiful alluſions 

to the works of nature; and this way of delivering a perſon's ſentiments 


\ 


3 
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is certainly the moſt likely means of making a laſing imprefion 0? 
heart. K 
Cu ar. XVII. Ver. 1. Great are thy judgments, and cannet be r 1 K 
The happineſs and ſecurity of the righteous, even in — = * 
very ſtrongly repreſented by the Egyptian darkneſs: a w__ dul vi 
horrible, as, beſides its natural terrors, it was attended with 118 * 
either created by their own gloomy and foreboding imagination, 


ſerable gnawing of their guilty conſeiences. Ratti 


| 


| | 4 For 7% 
neither might the corner that held them keep“ 


AP 


nouriſhed, 24 For * the creature that ſery. +. 


. 


7; 


was obedient to thy grace, that nouriſheth al! * 


might be known, that * we mult prevent =”, | 


F great are thy judgments, and cannot be 


ile they ſuppoſed to lie hid in their ſecret t 


2 388 
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God's dealings fet forth, [Gt 


— 
monſtrous apparitions, and partly fainted, their 
heart failing them: for a ſudden fear, and not 
looked for, came upon them. 16 So then who— 
ſoever there fell down was ſtraitly kept, ſhut up 
in a priſon without iron bars. 17 For whe- 
ther he were huſbandman, or ſhepherd, or a la- 

„ bourer in the || field, he was overtaken, and 
#- endured that neceſſity, which could not be avoid- 
ed: for they were all bound with one chain of 
darkneſs. 18 Whether it were a whiſtling wind, 

or a melodions noiſe of birds among the ſpread- 
ing branches, or a pleaſing fall of water running 

„ violently, 19 Or a | terrible found of ſtones 
z. caſt down, or a running that could not be ſeen 

N of 1 beaſts, or a roaring voice of molt 

T {wage wild-beaſts, or a rebounding echo from 
the hollow mountains ; theſe things made them 

þ to Woon tor tear. 20 For the whole world ſhined 

with clear light, and none were hindered in their 
labour: 21 Over them only was ſpread an heavy 
es, night, an image of © that darknels which ſhould 

+ atterward reccive them: but yet were they unto 

themlelves more grievous than the darknels, 

1 2.77. 

my CHAPTER AY 

4 Ly the Exyptians were puniſhed with darkneſs, 

5 and with the death of their chitdren. 

FVERTIHELESS thy ſaints had a very great 
N light, whole voice they hearing, and not 
* ſeeing their ſhape, becauſe tlicy alſo had not ſut- 
&red the lame things, they counted them happy. 

2 But for that they did not hurt them ow, of 
whom they had been wronged before, they 
thanked them, and beſought them pardon for 
led ng. that they had been enemies. 3 * Inſtead where- 
eie, of thou gavelt them a burning pillar of fire, 
ig. both to be a guide of the unknown journey, and 

53% an harmleſs fun to entertain them honourably. 

4 For they were worthy to be deprived of light. 
and impriſoned in darkneſs, who had kept thy 

„% ſons ſhut up, by whom the || uncorrupt light of 

the law was to be given unto the worid. 5 © And 

. When they had determined to {lay the babes of 

: the ſaints, * one child being calt forth, and ſav- 

+ ed, to reprove them, thou toukelt away the 

--* multitude of their children, and ' de{troyedl(t 

them altogether in a mighty water. 6 * Ot that 

„ Night were our fathers certified afore, that aſ- 

ſuredly knowing unto what oaths they had given 

credence, they, might afterwards be of good 
cheer. 7 So of thy people was accepted both 
the ſalvation of the righteous, and deſtruction of 
the enemies. 8 For wherewith thou didſt puniſh 
our adverfaries, by the ſame thou did{t glorify 
nus, whom thou hadſt called. 9 For the righ- 

.- teons children of good men did ſacrifice ſecretly, 

e, and. with one conſent made || a holy law, that 

the ſaints ſhould be like partakers of the ſame 

g, Cood and evil, the fathers now ſinging out the 

longs of praiſe. 10 But on the other ſide there 
lounded an ill-according cry of the enemies, and 

a lamentable noiſe was carried abroad for chil- 
dren that were bewailed. 11 Ihe maſter and 
the ſervant were puniſhed after one manner; 
and like as the king, ſo ſuffered the common 
Perlon. 12 So they all together had innumera— 
ble dead with one kind of death ; neither were 
the living ſufficient to bury them: for in one 
_— the nobleſt offspring of them was de- 

royed. 


13 For whereas they would not believe any 
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Nur! we ee 3 ; . . 
1 r . —OConſcienee, that living witneſs for God in the ſoul, is 
" PProver of every th; e e Mos doe i od ol 
"pt, thing that is right; but it ſeverely condemns all thoſe 


AAP, XV 7 ; , ; 

1 \ er, 1. Thy. ſaints had a wery great light.] This their 

mer er "© ſoon ſenſible of, and were thereby induced to acknowledge their 
1minal enmit againſt them, 


Aer g ] | 
ye tk he Egyptians had kept the children of Iſracl in a ſtate 


thing by reaſon of the enchantments ; upon the 
deſtruction of the tirſt-born, they acknowledged 

this people to be the ſons of God. 14 For while 

all things were in quiet ſilence, and that night 

was in the midſt of her ſwift courſe, 15 IUhine 
almighty word leaped down from heaven out of 

thy royal throne, as a fierce man of war into the 
midſt of a land of deſtruction, 16 And brought 
thine unfeigned commandment as a ſhirp Hf, 

and ſtanding up filled all things with death ; 

and it touched the heaven, but it ſtood upon the 
earth. 17 Then ſuddenly q viſions of horrible % 
dreams troubled them ſore, and terrors came {yn © 
upon them unlooked for. 18 And one thrown 
here, and another there, halt dead, ſhewed the 
cauſe of his death. 19 For the dreams that 
troubled them did torcſhew this, leſt they ſhould 
periſh, and not know why they were afliicted. 

20 Yea, the taſting of death touched the right- 

cous allo, and there was a delttuction of the * Numb. 
multitude in the wilderneſs : but the wrath en. “ 
dured not long. 21 For then the blamcleſs man 
made hafte, and itood forth to defend them; 

and bringing the ſhield of his proper miniſtry, 

even prayer, and rhe propitiation of incenſe, {ct 
himſelf againſt the wrath, and fo brought the 
calamity to an end, declaring that lie was thy 
ſervant. 22 So he overcame the deſtroyer, not 
with ſtrength of body, nor force of arms, but 

with a word ſubdued he him that puniſhed, al- 
ledging the oaths and covenants made with the 
fathers, 23 For when the dead were now fallen 
down by heaps one upon another, {landing be- 
tween, he ſtayed the wrath, and j parted the | 0 
way to the living. 24 For in the long gar- 14.6. 
ment was the whole world, and in the four rows 6 9, 36. 
of the {tones was the glory of the fathers graven, 

and thy Majeſty upon the diadem of his hend. 

25 Unto thele the deſtroyer gave place, and was 
atraid of them : for it was enough that they 

only talted of the wrath, 


CHAPTER XIX. | 
1 Why God fhewed u mercy to the Eyypiians, 5; ond 
bw wonderfully he dealt with his Help. e, Or. 

A? for the ungodly, wrath came upon them 

without mercy unto the end: for he knew 
before what they would do ; 2 How that hav- 
ing given them leave to depart, and ſent them 
haſtily away, they would repent and purſue a Exod.14, 
them. 3 For whilſt they were yet mourning 5 *< 
and making Jamentation at the graves of the 
dead, they added another foolifh device, and pur- 
ſued them as fugitives, whom they h:«d || intreat- | Or, 
ed to be gone. 4 For the deſtiny, whercof they ny 
were worthy, drew them unto this end, and 
made them forget the things that had already 
happened, that they might tulfil the puniſhment 
which was wanting to their torments: +5 * Anq b Fd 4. 
that thy people might paſs a wonderful way:“ “““ 
but they might find a ſtrange death. 6 For the 
whole © creature in his proper kind wis faſhioned ech. te. 
again anew, ſerving the peculiar commandinents ©? 
that were given unto them, that thy children 
might be kept without hurt: 7 At namely, a 
cloud ſhadowing the camp ; and where water 
ſtood before, dry land appeared; and ont of the 
Red-ſea a way without impediment ; and out of 
the violent ſtjeam a green ficld: 8 Where- 
through all the people went, that were defended 
with thy hand, ſeeing thy marvellous ſtrange 


of mental darkneſs for 230 years, during which time they had done all in 
their power to keep them ignorant of the true God and his laws, fo that they 
were, in the plaineſt ſenſe of the word, 1n « ſtate of darkneſs. 

Cu Ar. XIX. Ver. 1. As fer the ungodly, aurath came upon them avithius 
mercy. | Here the author refers to that memorable inſtance of divine power, 
in overwhelming the vindictive Egyptians in the Red-Sea, when in purſuit 


of the fugitive Iſraelites. (Sec Exod, xiv.) | | 
Bo” RrrECTIORs. 
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62] Puniſhments of ſamers. 


** 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


[APOCRYPH 1M 


wonders. 9 For they went at large like horſes, 
and leaped like lambs, praiſing thee, O Lord, 
who hadſt delivered them. 10 For they were yet 
mindful of the things that were done while they 
ſojourned in the ſtrange land, how the ground 


e brought forth || flies inſtead of cattle, and how 
the river caſt up a multitude of frogs inſtead of 
4 Exod.16. fiſhes. 11 But * afterwards they ſaw a new ge- | 


Numb. 1x, heration of fowls, when, being led with their | 
12 For 


31 appetite, they aſked delicate meats. 

quails came up unto them from the ſea for their 
0 contentment ||. 
comfort. 


13 And puniſhments came upon the ſinners 
not without former ſigns by the force of thun- 
ders: for they ſuffered juſtly according to their 
own wickedneſs, inſomuch as they uſed a more 
hard and hateful behaviour toward ſtrangers. 
14 For the Sydomrtes did not receive thoſe, whom 
they knew not when they came: but theſe 
brought friends into bondage, that had well de- 
ſerved of them. 15 And not only fo, but per- 
adventure {ome reſpect ſhall be had of thoſe, 
becauſe they uſed {trangers not friendly: 16 
But theſe very grievoully aflicted them, whom 
they had received with feaſtings, and were al- 


RERTLECTIONSs. Let us here ſeriouſly reflect, that if the children of 
Iſrael were ſo much overjoyed on being delivered from their temporal cap- 
tivity, how much more ſhould we rejoice and bleſs God, that by the death 


ready made partakers of the fame laws with 
them. 17 Therefore even with blindneſs were | 
theſe ſtricken, as*thoſe were at the doors of the: C 
righteous man: when, being compaſſed about! 
with horrible great darkneſs, every one ſoucht . 
the paſſage of his own doors. 18 For the cle. 
ments were changed f in themſelves by a kind + c. 

of harmony, like as in a pſaltery notes change? = ® 
the name of the tune, and yet are always ſounds: ©* b 
which may well be perceived by the ſight of the 
things that have been done. 19 For earth] 
things were turned into watery, and the things ; 
that before ſwam in the water, now went upon _ 
the ground. 20 The fire had power in the tas 
water, forgetting; his own virtue: and the water 
forgat his own quenching nature. 21 On the 
other ſide, the flames walted not the fleſh of the 
corruptible living things, though they walked 
therein; neither melted they the icy Kind c 
of heavenly meat, that was of nature apt to 
melt. 22 For in all things, O Lord, thou didit 
magnify thy people, and glorify them, neither 
didit thou lightly regard them: but didtt aflilt 
them in every time and place. 
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of the Redeemer he has ſet us free from worſe than Egyptian darlonol. if 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers ! Zyptian darkneſs, af 
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The Wiſdom of JESUS the Son of SIRACH, or ECCLESIAST ICUs, MY: 
2 11 CH 
* We have — — — — 1 9 1. 21, 
hetein ſe- ak 4 1 
tine | ne 
Sete THE ARGUMENT. = 
ny 04 , | - f : couran{ 
whave Thrs book, which wwas tranſlated into Greek in the reign of Ptolomy Euergetes, is generally agreed to have fine yl 
waar rob rang been woritten under the high prieſthood of Onias III. The original author lived about 200 years before the we 
authors: the birth of Chriſt, and, after his death, the papers he left were put in order by his grandſon, wh9'\naig 
ten after  Zran/latednihe whole into the Greek language. te 4 
the manner ences 
11 — . this </a> 
in his tue perl 
e 29g A Prologue made by an uncertain Author, the prophets, and by others that have followed *="Y 
UHls jeſus was the ſon of Sirach, and ”m ſteps, for the which things Iſrael ought to 
8 fi i . I D 9 , "1M 7 71 7 . 
og "ay grandchild to Jeſus of the ſame name ee tor learning and wiſdom; and 
logue to. wet im: this man therefore Brod lo whereot not only the readers mult necds become 0, 
nalen, r Meek : {kilfal themſelves, but alſo they that deſire to eue fe- 
ag ar Fs the latter times, after the people had learn be able to profit them which are || without, ! % | * 
in f : 5 x a it 10.4 
bis np. been led away captive, and called home again, I both by ſpeaking and writing : my grandfa ther 74 
Js. and almoſt after all the prophets. Now his Jeſus, when he 5 9 ad gp apy: rag 
grandfather Jeſus, as he himſelf witneſſeth, was a 8 ding „bed de. 3 pd — 99 
Sebel, mr e ak eo porack one books of our fathers, and oe gotten therein 
ſhort ſentences of wile — 5 had be before | £224 judgment, was drawn on alſo himſelf 1 | 
. » mw : : . write {omerhin rtaini ing and wiſ— | 
him, but himſelf alſo uttered ſome of his own, ing pertaining to learning al 
full of much underſtanding and wiſdom: When dom; to the intent that thoſe which are deſirous f 
3 a 3 | a : : 
as therefore the firſt Jeſus died, leaving this book - . - bh -e 50 a e 1 4 . N 
19, almoſt | perfected, Sirach his ſon receiving it after TE we Lara ee. = EE 4p ck 1547 | 
lected. > : de - p dem 75 
T favour and attention, and W us, wherein * 1 


gotten it into his hands, compiled it all orderly 
into one volume, id called it Wiſdom, intituling 
it both by his ov a name, his tather's name, and 
his grandfather's; alluring the hearer by the 
very name of Wiſdom to have a greater love to 
the ſtudy of this book, It containeth therefore 
wile fayings, dark ſentences, and parables, and 
certain particular ancient godly ſtories of men 
that pleated God; allo his prayer and ſong; more- 


over, what benefits God had vouchſafed his peo- I 


ple, and what plagues he had heaped upon their 
enemies. This Jeſus did imitate Solomon, and 
was no leſs famous for wiſdom and learning, both 
being indeed a man of great learning, and ſo re- 
puted alſo, poles 


The Prologue of the Wiſdom of Jeſus the Son of Sirach. 
H ERF AS many and great things have 


we may ſeem to come ſhort of ſome words, | 
which we have laboured to interpret. For the 


ſame things uttered in Hebrew, and tranſlated ; 
into another tongue, have not the ſame force in h 
them: and not only thele things, but the kw _ . 
itſelf, and the f prophets, and the reſt of the . 0 
books, have no ſmall difference, when they are ©! t 
ſpoken in their own language. For in the eight; - d 
and thirtieth year coming into Egypt, when _ 
Euergetes was king, and continuing there ſome 2 
time, I found aſ book of no ſmall learning: there. Tile boa 
fore I thought it moſt neceſſary for me to beſtoꝶ e g. 
ſome diligence and travail to interpret it ; vin inder 
great walchfulneſs and {kill in that ſpace to brit i 6 
the book to an end, and ſet it forth for them allo, Wn of the 


learn, 


dem conſi 
after 


cades are 


which in a ſtrange country are willing to 
being prepared before in manners to live 
the law. 


been delivered unto us by the law and 


— — — — LA 
APOCR 2 HA.] C H A P. I. II. III. Troubles inevitable: patience needfal. [63 
before : C H APT ER I. : ©. AE -©-+; 1 Before 
cli 1 All wiſdom is from God : 10 He giveth it to them 1 Co ler ant ni ſt look for trouble, and with paticuce * 
— that love him, Oc. truſt in him. Freie 


LL wiſdom cometh from the Lord, and is 
1 with him for ever. 2 Who can number 
£5 the ſand of the ſea, and the drops of rain, and the 
days of eternity? 3 Who can find out the height 
of heaven, and the breadth of the earth, and the 
deep, and wiſdom? 4 Wiſdom hath bcen cre- 
ated before all things, and the underſtanding of 
prudence from everlaſting. 5 The word of God 
molt high is the fountain of wiſdom; and her 
. ways are everlalting commandments. 6 * Jo 
whom hath the root of wildom been revealed? 
or who hath known her wiſe countels? 7 | Unto 
= whom hath the knowledge of wiſdom been made 
c manifett? and who hath underſtood her great 
* experience?] 8 There is one wiſe and greatly 
to be feared, the Lord fitting upon his throne, 
He created her, and ſaw her, and numbered 
ler, and poured her out upon all his works. 10 
She is with all fleſh according to his gift, and he 
hath given her to them that love him. 11 the 
fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and glad- 
nels, and a crown of rejoicing. 12 The fcar of 
the Lord maketh a merry heart, and piveth joy, 
and gladneſs, and a long life. 13 Whoſo teareth 
the Lord, it ſhall go weil with him at the laſt, 
and he || thall find favour in the day of his death, 
14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wil 
dom : and it was created with the faithful in the 
womb. 15 She hath built an everlaſting toun- 
dation with men, and ſhe fhall continue * with 
16 To fear the Lord is fullneſs of 
wiſdom, and filleth men with her fruits. 17 She 
filleth all their houſe with things deſireable, and 
the garners with her increaſe. 18 The fear of 
the Lord is a crown of wiſdom, making peace 
and perfect health to flouriſh ; both which arc 
the gifts of God: and it cnlargeth their rejoicing 
that love him. 

19 Wiſdom raineth down {kill and knowledge 
of underſtanding, and exalteth them to honour 
that hold her faft. 20 The root of wiſdom is 
to fear the Lord, and the branches thereof arc 
long life. 21 "The fear of the Lord driveth away 
fins: and where it is preſent, it turneth away 

o, Wrath. 22 A furious man cannot || be juſtiſied; 
#2 for the {way of his fury ſhall be his deſtruction, 
en 23 A patient man will bear for a time, and after- 
ward joy ſhall ſpring up unto him. 24 He will 

hide his words for a time, and the lips of many 

ſhall declare his wifkdom. 25 The parables of 
knowledge are in the treaſures of wiſdom: but 
godlineſs is an abomination to a ſinner. 26 It 
thou deſire wiſdom, keep the commandments, 

and the Lord ſhall give her unto thee. 27 For 

the fear of the Lord is wiſdom and in{truction : 

lo, and faith ane meekneſs are his delight. 28 Diſ- 
a trult not the fear of the Lord when thou art 
poor: and come not unto him with a double 
heart, Be not an hypocrite in the fight of 
men, and take good heed what thou ſpeakelt, 
zo Exalt not thylelt, leſt thou fall, aud bring dif 
honour upon thy ſoul, and ſo God diſcover thy 
ſecrets, and caſt thee down in the midſt of the 
congregation, becauſe thou camelt not in truth 


ra the fear of the Lord, but. thy heart is full of 
eceit. 


— — 


. * Ver. 1. All Wwiſaom cometh from the Lord, &c.] This important 
wiſe f evident to every thinking perſon ; for all our ideas neceſſarily 
kom thoſe emanations of this divine attribute which the great pro- 
ha 18 pleaſed to transfuſe into our ſouls; and which are further exempli- 
in the wide extent of creation, and in the wonderful works of Providence. 
n cavilling deiſts have objected, that the aſſertion 
ge ep all wiſdom comes from God,” is inconſiſtent with the free- 
r will; but with what reaſon, let the reader judge; ſince 
1 in a proper uſe of our mental faculties, and certainly thoſe 


as much the giſt of God as any thing we enjoy in this life, 
1 


11 Nings 


Fd. 9. 
. 


$2, 11. 


1. 
— m 
pc. 111. 
Prov, 1. 7. 


1 . 


ch. their ſeed. 


2. 1. 


5 
— 


% 14 LM. 12 Iſo to them that d] nut 0. 
Y ſon, it thou come to ferve the Lord, a Mar. 4. 
prepare thy foul for remptation. 2 Set 2 Num. z. 


1 


thy heart aright, and conſtantly endure, and 1» 


make || not haſte in time of trouble. 3 Cleave jo. tt” 


unto him, and depart not away, that thou mayelt . 
be increaſed at thy latt end. 4 Whatfoever is 
brought upon thee take cheerfully, and be pa- 
tient when thou art changed to a low eſtate. 
5 For gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable b Will. 5. 
men in the furnace of adverſity, 6 Believe in Reste. 
him, and he will help thee; order thy way aright, <P 37.3. 
and truſt in him. 7 Ye that tear the Lord,“ wait Jr 322. 
tor his mercy ; and go not aſide, left ye fall. 8 
Ye that tear the Lord, believe him; and your 
reward ſhall not fail. 9 Ye that fear the Lord, 
hope for good, and for everlaſting joy and mercy, 
to Look at the generations of old, and ſce; did? 
ever any truit in the Lord, and was confounded? 
or did any abide in his tear, and was forfaken ? or 
whom did he ever deſpiſe, that called upon him? 
11 ' For the Lord is full of compaſſion and mercy, 
long-uftering, and very pitiful, and forgiveth 
fins, and ſaveth in time of aifliction. 12 Woe be to 
feartul hearts, and {aint hands, and the ſinner 
that goeth two ways! 13 Woe unto him that 
is faint-bearted ! for he believeth not; therefore 
ſhall he not be defended. 14 Woe unto you 
that have Joſt patience! and what will ye do 
when the Lord ſhall viſit you? 15 They that 
tear the Lord will not difobey his word; and 
they * that love him will keep his ways. 16 They 
that fear the Lord will ſeek that which is well 
plcaſing unto him; and they that love him ſhall 
be filled with the law. 17 They that fear the 
Lord will prepare their hearts, and humble their 
ſouls in his tight, 18 % , We will fall into b 2 Sam, 
the hands of the Lord, aid not into the hands of ** 
men: ſor as his majeſty is, fo is his mercy, 
CIA PTC UL 
1 Children muft honour aud help their parents. 17 
The bleſſings of e 6. Orc. 
EAR me your father, O children, and do 
thereafter, that ye may be ſafe. 2 For 

the Lord hath given the father honour over Ee. 20. 
the children, and hath confirmed the || authority peu. 5. 
of the mother over the ſons. 3 Wholo honour- 15 _ 
eth his father maketh an atonement for! his fins : Mark 7. © 
4 And he that hononreth his mother is as one 1%; 6. . 
that layetli up treaſure. 5 Whoſo honoureth f hr, 
his father ſhall have joy of /:s own children ; and. 
when he maketh his prayer, he ſhall be heard. 
6 He that honoureth his father ſhall have a long 
life; and he that is obedient unto the Lord ſhall 
be a comfort to his mother. 7 He that feareth 
the Lord will honour his father, and will do 
ſervice unto his parents, as to his maſters. 8 
Honour * thy father and mother both in word > ver. 2. 
and deed, that a bleſſing may come upon thee 
from them. For © the bleſſing of the father « Gen. 27. 
eſtabliſheth the houſes of children; but the curſe 5 
of the mother rooteth out foundations. 10 Glory 
not in the diſhonour of thy father; for thy fa- 
ther's diſhonour is no glory unto thee. 11 For 
the glory of a man is from the honour of his 
father ; and a mother in diſhonour is a reproach 
to the children. 12 My fon, help thy father in 


5 


g John 14. 
23. 


On Ds 


Cray. II. Ver. 15. They that fear, &c.] The pretenſions men make to 
religion are beſt known by their works, as a tree by its fruits; for unleſs 
faith operates in practice, it becomes an empty name, and degrades men into 
the character of devils, who alſo believe, but tremble. ' 

REFTLECTIoxs. Our obedience to every precept of the divine law ſhould 
be equal to our attainments in knowledge; for to ſay we know the will of 
God, and to live as if we thought he took no notice of our conduct, is to ſeal 
our own condemnation, and will witneſs againſt us at God's bar. 

Cray, III. Ver. 12, 13. My fon, help thy father, &c.] In theſe two 
verſes filial duty is extended to the higheſt degree; and we are — 
; taught, 


64] Poor and fatherleſs to be helped. 
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Before his age, and grieve him not as long as he liveth. 
CHRIST 13 And if his underſtanding fail, have patience 
— with him ; and deſpiſe him not when thou art 


o in || thy full ſtrength. 14 For the relieving of 
1 thy father ſhall not be forgotten: and inſtead of 
ſins it ſhall be added to build thee up. 15 In 
the day of thine affliction it ſhall be remembered: 
thy ſins alſo ſhall melt away, as the ice in the 
fair warm weather. 16 He that forſaketh his 
father is as a blaſphemer ; and he that 1 
his mother is curſed of God. 17 My ſon, go 
on with thy buſineſs in meekneſs; ſo ſhalt thou 
4 Phil. 2. be beloved of him that is approved. 18 The 
1 reater thou art, the more 5 thyſelf, and 
thou ſhalt find favour before the Lord. 19 Many 
ePf.25. are in high place, and of renown : but? myſte- 
9 14- ries are revealed unto the meek. 20 For the 
wer of the Lord is great, and he is honoured 

of the lowly. 
f Por 25- 21 * Seek not out the things that are too hard 
Rom. 12. for thee, neither ſearch the things that are above 
3. thy ſtrength. 22 But what is commanded thee, 
think thereupon wh reverence ; for it is nat need- 
ful for thee 0 ſee with thine eyes the things that 
are in ſecret. 23 Be not curious in unneceſſary 
matters: for more things are ſhewed unto thee 
than men underſtand. 24 For many are de- 
ceived by their own vain opinion ; and an evil 
ſuſpicion hath overthrown their judgment. 25 
Without eyes thou ſhalt want light: profels 
not the knowledge therefore that thou haſt not. 
26 A ſtubborn heart ſhall fare evil at the laſt ; 
and he that loveth danger ſhall periſh therein, 
27 An obſtinate heart ſhall be laden with for- 
rows; and the wicked man ſhall heap ſin upon 
Or, fin. 28 || In the puniſhment of the proud there 
_y N. is no remedy ; for the plant of wickedneſs hath 
bealed by taken root in him. 29 The heart of the prudent 
„e ill underſtand a parable ; and an attentive ear 


* Fl. 4. is the deſire of a wiſe man. 30 Water will 
1 quench a flaming fire; and alms maketh an a- 
tonement for ſins. 31 And he that requiteth 

ood turns is mindtul of that which may come 
2 and when he falleth, he ſhall find a 
ſtay. 


27. 
Mat. 5+ 7. 


CHAP FE KR: IV. 

1 The poor and fatherleſs are nt to be deſpiſed. 11 

Il iſdom is to be ſought, ec. 
Y ſon, defraud not the poor of his living, 
and make not the needy eyes to wait long. 
2 Make not an hungry foul forrowful ; neither 
provoke a man in his diſtreſs. 3 Add not more 
e Prov. 3. trouble to an heart that is vexed; and * defer 
37-2% Not to give to him that is in need. 4 Reject not 
the ſupplication of the afflicted ; neither. turn 
b Tobit 4. away thy face from a poor man. 5 * Turn not 
7: © «42, AWAy thine eye from the needy, and give hun. 
» ©. 42+ © 2 . 4 
y Or, none occaſion to curſe thee : 6 For if he curſe 
e. Thee in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, his prayer ſhall 
Deut. 15. be heard of him that made him. 7 Get thyſelf 
» the love of the congregation, and bow thy head 
to a great man. & Let it not grieve thee to 
bow down thine ear to the poor, and give him 
4 ſer. aa. 3. Aa friendly anſwer with meekneſs. 9 * Deliver 
Wa. 1-27: him that ſuffereth wrong from the hand of the 
oppreſſor; and be not faint-hearted when thou 
e Icheg. a6. ſitteſt in judgment. 10 © Be as a father unto 
* 34-15 the fatherleſs, and inſtead of an huſband unto 


Iſai. 1. 17 F * 
Jam. 1. 27. their mother: ſo ſhalt thou be as the Son of 


— OY 


—— 


taught, that whatever difference there may be between children and parents, 
either in age, health, ſtrength, underſtanding, riches, or honour, yet the 
parent is till to be treated with the reverence and reſpe& to him as ſuch, 
and even to be cheriched by the child with all the comforts and conveniences 
of life, when his own abilities to procure them ſhall fail. Happy the parent 
who is bleſt with ſuch a child! Happy the child who thus acts up to his 
filial obligation. 

ReF1.ecTi0Nns.—Honour from men, and the divine approbation, will be 
the reward of thoſe who, denying themſelves a few of the comforts of life, 


— 


the Moſt High, and he ſhall love thee more than B= 
thy mother doth. 11 Wiſdom exalteth her chi nN 
dren, and layeth hold of them that ſeck her 2. 
12 He that Ioveth her loveth life; and they that tr. 
ſeek to her early ſhall be filled with joy. 12 He 6. 
that holdeth her faſt ſhall inherit glory; and 
whereſoever ſhe entereth, the Lord will bleſ 
14 They that ſerve her ſhall miniſter | to the: 
Holy One: and them that love her the Lord 4 
doth love. 15 Whoſo giveth ear unto her fla 
judge the nations: and he that attendeth wits 
her ſhall dwell ſecurely. 16 If a man commit 
himſelf unto her, he ſhall inherit her; and his 
generation ſhall hold her in poſſeſſion. 17 For 
at the firſt ſhe will walk with him by crooked 
ways, and bring fear and dread upon him, and 
torment him with her diſcipline, until ſhe may 
truſt his ſoul, and try him by her laws, 18 Then 
will ſhe return the {traight way unto him, and 
comfort him, and ſhew him her ſecrets. 19 But 
if he go wrong, {he will torſake him, and give 
him over to his own ruin. 
20 Obſerve the opportunity, and beware of 
evil; and be not aſhamed when it concerneth 
thy foul. 21 For there is a ſhame that bringeth 
ſin; and there is a ſhame which is glory and 
race. 22 Accept no perion againſt thy joul, and 
et not the reverence of any man cauſe thee to 
fall. 23 And refrain not to ſpeak, + when there ic, B| 
is occaſion to do good, and hide not thy witom © 4 
in her beauty. 24 For by ſpeech wiſdom ſhall“ “ 
be known: and learning by the word of the 
tongue. 25 In no wite ſpeak again{t the truth; 
but be abaſ!:ed of the error of thine ipnorance, 
26 Be not aſhamed to confeſs thy fins; |! and w. 
force not the courle of the river, | | 
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thyſelf an underling to a fooliſh man; neither 1 - 
accept the perion of the mighty. 28 Strive for 
the truth unto death, and the Lord ſhall huh: BY 4 
for thee. 29 * Be not haſty in thy tongue, ande. j 
in thy deeds flack and remiſs. 30 Be not as'* | 0 
a lion in thy hoaſe, nor frantick among thy | t 
lervants. 21 * Let not thine hand be ttretched » 44 b 
out to receive, and ſhut when thou ſhouldeſt 5;, | l 
repay ||. 42 I 
CHAPTER V. g 
1 We muſt not preſume upon our wealth aud ſtrength, t. 
nor let God's mercy tenpt us io fit, Ou. 
ET * not thy heart upon thy goods; and ſay 7 at 
not, I have enough for my life. 2 « Fol-y14 tr 
low not thine own mind and thy ftrength, ton, tl 
walk in the ways of thy heart: 3 And lay not, i. 
Who ſhall controul me for my works? for the is, 
Lord will ſurely revenge thy pride. 4 * Say not, ““ 
[ have ſinned, and what harm hath happened es: I; 
unto me? for the Lord is longo-fuitering, * he, Ig 
will in no wile let thee go. 5 Concerning pro- za. 10 
pitiation, * be not without fear to add {in unto th; 
tin: 6 And fay not, His riercy is great; he th 
will be pacified for the multitude of my fins: Is 
for > mercy and wrath come from him, and 11% Wi 
indignation reſteth upon ſinners. 7 Make 19 he 
tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put not oft ſto 
from : A to day: for ſuddenly ſhall the Wrarh ere 
of the Lord come forth, and in thy ſecurity thou he 


ſhalt be deſtroyed, and periſh in the day of ver 
geance. S Set not thine heart upon goods un 
jultly gotten; for they ſhall not profit thee Win 


> 


ſupport their parents, when nature is haſtening to decay, and when f 
unable to provide for themſelves. 

Cuar. IV. Ver. 14. They that ſerve ler, ſhall minifr, 
follows, that none ought to execute the miniſterial function, 
truly wiſe, and ſtrictly religious. 22 

Rrrircrioxs.— Some maſters are ſuch tyrants to their kes 
every one in their family lives in a continual ſtate of terror en y 
as this is infinitely diſgraceful and degrading to a rational dne 
ver. 30. . 
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V. VI. VII. Avainſt injuſtice, ambition, Sc. [65 


6 
vt the day of calamity. 9 Winnow not with every 
abr ind, arid go not into every way: for fo doth 
the ſinner that hath a double tongue. 10 Be 
ſtedfaſt in thy underſtanding ; and let thy word 
9s i he the fame. 11 * Be ſwift to hear; and let thy 
life be ſincere ; and with patience give anſwer. 
12 If thou halt underſtanding, anſwer thy neigh- 
bour ; if not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth. 
13 ® Honour and ſhame is in talk: and the 
tongue of man is his fall, 14 Be not called a 
whiſperer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue: 
for a foul ſhame is upon the thief, and an evil 
condemnation upon the double tongue. 15 Be 
not ignorant of any thing in a great matter or 


a ſmall. 
CHAT IE K :-Y, 
1 Of conſtancy and ſiucerity in friendſhip. 2 Axniiſt 
elf-roncett. 4 The muſchief of a wicked ſoul. 
VFA of a friend become not an enemy ; 
[ for [thereby] thou ſhalt inherit an ill name, 
{hame, and reproach : even fo ſhall a ſinner that 
1ath a double tongue. 2 Extol not thyſelf in 
the counſel of thine own heart; that thy foul 
be not torn in pieces as a bull [ſtraying alone]. 
> Thou ſhait eat up thy leaves, and loſe thy 
fruit, and leave thyſelf at a dry tree. 4 A wick- 
ed foul ſhall Ceſtroy him that hath it, and ſhall 
make him to be laughed to ſcorn of his enemies. 
„ :- + * Sweet language will multiply friends: 
and a fair-|peaking tongue will increaſe kind 
greetings. 6 Be in peace with many : never- 
theleſs have but one counſeller of a thouſand, 
% lf thou wouldelt get a friend, || prove him firſt, 
/ and be not haſty to credit him. 8 For ſome man 
is a friend for his own occaſion, and will not 
abide in the day of thy trouble. 9 And there is 
i friend, who being turned to enmity and ſtrife 
will diſcover thy reproach. 10 Again, ſome 
friend is a companion at the table, and will not 
continue in the day of thy affliction: 11 But in 
thy proſperity he will be as thyſelf, and will be 
bold over thy fervants. 12 If thou be brought 
low, he will be againſt thee, and will hide him- 
{elf from thy face. 13 Separate thyſelf from 
thine enemies, and take heed of th iends, 
14 A faithful friend is a ſtrong defence and he 
that bath found ſuch an one hath found a treaſure. 
15 Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend, 
and his excellency is invaluable, 16 A faithful 
triend is the medicine of life; and they that fear 
the Lord ſhall find him. 17 Wholo feareth the 
Lord {hall direct his friendſhip aright: for as he 
is, ſo ſhall his neighbour be alſo. 

18 My ſon, gather inſtruction from thy youth 
up: jo ſhalt thou find wiſdom till thine old age. 
19 Come unto her as one that ploweth and 
loweth, and wait for her good fruits: for thou 
malt not toil much in labouring about her, but 
thou ſhalt eat of her fruits right ſoon. 20 She 
is very unpleaſant to the unlearned : he that is 
without || underſtanding will not remain with 
her, 21 She will lie upon him as a © mighty 
ſtone of trial; and he will caſt her from him 
ere it be long. 22 For wiſdom is according to 
her name, and ſhe is not manifeſt unto many. 
23 Give ear, my fon, receive my advice, and re- 
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Cnar. V. Ver, 9. Vinnoav wet auith every auind.] Many perſons no ſooner 
dem opinion advanced, than they embrace and adopt it, without in- 

"7 whether it be true or falſe: whereas we ſhould ſeriouſly and impartially 
Where truth lies, and continue in a firm and ſtedfaſt attachment to it. 
"FFLECTIONS.—The learned, whoſe minds have been furniſhed and 
2 With uſeful knowledge, ſhould not triumph over the weakneſs of 

but, in the ſpirit of meekneſs, ſhould rather endeavour to convince 


wn. „er. 18. My fon, gather inſtruction from thy youth uþ.] Youth 
be * oper ſeaſon for inſtrudion; and, 10 general, they who acquire know- 
2d tr. ung, ſeldom forget it in more advanced years, unleſs aban- 


A 
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No N * of profligacy, 


* their errors, that they may be enabled to ſpeak better on a future 


fuſe not my counſel, 24 And put thy feet into Before 
her fetters, and thy neck into her chain. 25 CHRIST 
Bow“ down thy ſhoulder, and bear her, and be _*- 
not grieved with her bonds. 26 Come unto her &. 
with thy whole heart, and keep her ways with 9 Mat. 1. 
all thy power. 27 Search, and ſeck, and ſhe * 
ſhall be made known unto thee : and when thou 
haſt got hold of her, let her not go. 28 For at 
the laſt thou ſhalt find her reſt, and that ſhall be 
turned to thy joy. 29 Ihen ſhall her fetters be 
a {lrong defence for thee, and her chains a robe 
of glory. 3o Tor there is a golden ornament 
upon her, and her bands are || purple lace. 31 1% 
Thou ſhalt put her on as a robe of honour, and #4: 5:4, 
ſhalt put her about thee as a crown of joy. 32 _- pohs.y 
My 1on, it thou wilt thou ſhalt be taught : * 
and it thou wilt apply thy mind, thou ſhalt be 
prudent. 33 If thou love to hear, thou ſhalt 
receive underſtanding: and if thou bow thine 
ear, thou ſhalt be wite. 34 Stand in the multi- 
tude of the © elders; and cleave unto him that ech. S.. 
is wiſe, 33 Be willing to hear every godly dil- 
courle ; and let not the parables of underitand- 
ing eſcape thee. 36 And if thou ſeeſt a man.ot 
underſtanding, ger thee betimes unto him, and 
let thy foot wear the ſteps of his door. 37 Let 
thy mind be upon the ordinances of the Lord, 
and meditare continually in his commandments : F. 
he ſhall eſtabliſh thine heart, and give thee wiſ— 
dom at thine own deſire. 
CHAP TER VII: 
1 Diſſuaſroer again ſt injuſtice, 4 ambition, 8 preſump- 
tion in ſunming, 1o fainting in prayer, G&c. 
O no evil, ſo ſhall no harm come unto * 7 Pet. 3. 
thee. 2 Depart from the unjuſt, and ini- 
quity ſhall turn away from thee. 3 My ſon, 
ſow * not npon the furrows of unrighteonſnels, “ 
and thou ſhalt not reap them ſevenfold. 4 Seek 
not of the Lord pre-eminence, neither of the 
king the ſeat of honour, 5 * Juſtify not thyſelf „le 2 . 
before the Lord; and boaſt not of thy wiſdom 3 
before the * 6 Seek not to be judge, being 1% 
not able to take away iniquity ; [etl at any time 11. 
thou ! fear the perſon of the mighty, and lay a a te. 1g. 
{tumbling-block in the way of thy upright- s. 
neſs. 7 Offend not againſt the multitude of a 
city, and then thou ſhalt not caſt thyſelf down 
among the people. 8 Bind not one ſin upon 
another ; for in one thou ſhalt not be unpuniſhed. 
g © Say not, God will look upon the multitude of © Prov: 21- 
my oblations, and when I offer to the molt high 7 
God, he will accept it. 10 Be not faint-hearted 
when thou makeſt thy prayer, and negle& not 
to give alms. 11 Laugh no man to ſcorn in the 
bitterneſs of his ſoul: for there is one which f 1 San. 
humbleth and exalteth. 12 + Deviſe not a lye 107 
againſt thy brother; neither do the like to thy C ee. 
friend. 13 Uſe not to make any manner of 
lye: for the cuſtom thereof is not! good. 14 
Uſe not many words in a multitude of elders, , .... 
and make rot | much babbling when thou . 
prayelt. 15 Hate not laborious work, neither 18.0 2 
huſbandry, which the Moſt High hath + or- vain e 
dained. 16 Number not thyſelf among the mul- {"& . 
titude of ſinners, but remember that wrath will 9, 23- 
not tarry long. 


Job 4. 8. 
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„ Ver. 28. For at the laſt thou ſhalt find ber reſt.) This is rather more 
clearly expreſſed in ſome verſions, * for at the laſt thou ſhalt find plea- 
ſure in her.“ 

RETLEZCTIORSs.— The mind being early cultivated, the ſeeds of knowledge 
will be accompanied with virtue and religion, and old age will be crowned 
with laſting honours, and the approbation of a good conſcience. 

Cray. VII. Ver. 6. Seek not to be judge.) This is a caution againſt 
any man's aſpiring to the ſeat of juſtice, who is of ſuch a diſpoſition as to 
blunt the edge of the laws by an ill-timed compaſſion, 

Ver. 8. Bind not one fin upon another, | either commit different ſins, 


nor frequently repeat the ſame fin ; for every ſin renders us obnoxious to 
puniſhment. 
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ECCLESIASTICUS. 


LAPOCRY PH, 


Before 
CHRIST 
200. 


17 Humble thy ſoul greatly: for the ven- 
geance of the ungodly is fire and worms. 18 
Change not a friend for any good by no means; 
neither a faithful brother for the gold of Ophir. 
i Prov. 31. 19 Forego not a wile and good woman: for 
k Lev. xg. her grace is above gold. 20 Whereas thy ſer- 
K worketh truly, intreat him not evil, nor the 
4 34. 22. hireling that beſtoweth himſelf wholly for thee. 

21 Let thy ſoul love a good ſervant, and defraud 
1 Deute 25. him not of liberty. 22 Halt thou cattle? have 
Prov. 27. an eye to them: and if they be for thy protit, 
„c. keep them with thee. 23 Halt thou children? 
in{iruct ” them, and bow down their neck: from 
Erb. 6. . their youth. 24 Haſt thou daughters? have a 
care of their body, and ſhew not thyſelf cheerful 
toward them. 25 Marry thy daughter, and ſo 
ſhalt thou have performed a weighty matter: 
but give her to a man of underſtanding. 26 Halt 
thou a wife after thy mind? forſake her not: 
Or but give not thyſelf over to a light woman. 
* 27 Honour thy father with thy whole heart, 


m Prov. 


1 forget not the ſorrows of thy mother. 28 
4c. Remember that thou walt begotten of them; 


and how cant thou recompenle them the things 

that they have done-for thee? 29 Fear the Lord 

with all thy foul, and reverence his prieſts. 30 
o Deut. 6. Love him that made thee with all thy ſtrengtii, 
F beut. x2. and * forſake not his miniſters. 31 Fear the Lord, 
29. and honour the prieſt; and give him his portion, 
25g 8.“ as it is commanded thee; the hritfruits, and 
16. & 7. 7, the treſpaſs-· offering, and the gift of the ſhoulders, 
434 . and the facrifice of ſanctification, and the firſt- 
9. & 13. fruits of the holy things. 32 And ſtretch thine 


1 „ hand unto the poor, that || thy bleſſing may be 
3, 19. perfected. 33 A gift hath grace in the light of 
1% l every man living; and for the dead detain it 
e not. 34 Fail not to be with them that weep, 


ic. and mourn with them that mourn. 35 Be not 
„bee 2. flo to viſit the fick: for that ſhall make thee to 
3% 3943 be beloved. 36 Whatſoever thou takeſt in hand, 
remember the end, and thou ſhalt never do amiſs. 
CHAP TER VIII. 

Leſjorrs of prudence reſvecting our emdutt tituard others. 
Y'TRIVE not with a mighty man, llt thou fall 

a into his hands. 2 Be not at variance with 
das a rich man, leit he overweigh th-e : for gold 
hath deſtroyed many, and perverted the heart*- 


a Mat. 5. 


% of Kings. 3 Strive not with a man that is || full 
of an i * . * 
Hude, of tongue, and heap not wood upon his fire. 4 


Jeit not with a rude man, leſt thy anceſtors be 
<2Cor.2. dliſgraced. 5 Reproach not a man that turneth 
from ſin, but remember that we are all worthy 
ev. 19. of puniſhment. 6 Diſhonour not a man in his 
4 old age: for even ſome of us wax old. 7. Rejoice 
not over thy greateſt enemy being dead, but re- 
member that we die all. 8 Deſpite not the dil- 
courle of the wite, but acquaint thylelf with their 
proverbs: for of them thou ſhalt learn inſtruc- 
tion, and how to ſerve great men with eaſe. 9 
eech. 6. 34. Mils © not the diſcourſe of the elders : for they 
allo learned of their fathers, and of them thou 
ſhalt learn underſtanding, and to give anſwer as 
need requireth. 10 Kindle not the coals of a 
ſinner, leit thou be burnt with the flame of his 
fire. 11 Kiſe not up [in anger] at the preſence 


.o of an injurious perſon, lelt he lie in wait || to en- 
Jy trap thee in thy words. 12 Lend not unto him 


that is mightier than thyſelf; for if thou lendeſt 


REFLECTIONS.-—This chapter inculcates the becoming duty of reverence 
and reſpect to ſuperiors; and a proper ſubmiſſion to government, from mo- 
tives of love rather than fear. 

Ciiae, VIII. Ver. 11. Riſe not up [in anger] in the preſence of an injurious 
perſon.) This paſſage is very inaccurately tranſlated ; as the interpolation 
of the words 7» anger very much confound and perplex the ſenſe : the true 
meaning is, “ Rite not up to {peak to a perverſe quarrelſome perſoo, leſt 
through ſome artifice he entrap thee in thy words.” 

REFLECTIONS, —Were 2) great men really good, they would hear with 


Patience what the poor and tac aftlicted had to ſay, and not domineer over 


him, count it but loſt. 13 Be not ſurcty above thy Bg 
power: for it thou be ſurety, take care to pay ib, Cs 
14 Go not to law with a judge; for they will 2: 
judge for him according to his || honout 


I J | Or, 


Travel not by the way with a bold fellow, left * 


he become grievous unto thee : for he will do 
according to his own will, and thou ſhalt periſh 
with him through his folly. 16 Strive not with, * *.. :x 
an angry man, and go not with him into a soli.“ 
tary place: for blood is as nothing in his ſight: 
and where there is no help he will overthrow 
thee, 17 Conſult not with a fool, for he cannot 
keep counſel. 18 Do no ſecret thing before a 
{tranger ; for thou knoweſt not What he will 
bring forth. 19 Open not thine heart to cyery 
man, leſt he requite ce with a ſhrewd turn. 


CHAPTER IX. 


1 How a man ſhould behave toward his oe + ie, 
and other women, G. 

B* not jealous over the wife of thy boſom, 

and teach her not an evil leflon againlt thy— 
telf, 2 Give not thy foul unto a woman to let 
her foot upon thy ſubſtance. 3 * Meet not with -H 
an harlot, leſt thou fall into her ſnares. 4 Uſe “ 
not much the company of a woman that || is a | 
linger, leſt thou be taken with her attempts. 57 8 
Gaze not on a maid, that thou fall not by thole 4 
things that are precious in her. 6 Give not thy?“ 
{oul unto harlots, that thou loſe not thine jnhe- 
ritance. . 7 Look not round about thee in the 
ſtreets of the city, neither wander thou in the 
ſolitary places thereof. 8 Turn away thine cyc © 6&%.; 
from a beautiful woman, and look not upon aiio- +3, 
cher's beauty; for many have been deceived by *,, 
the beauty of a woman; for herewith love is 4e 
kindled as a fire. 9 Sit not at all with another 
man's wife, nor ſit down with her in thine arms, s. * 
and ſpend not thy money with her at the wine; 
leſt thine heart incline unto. her, and fo through 
thy deſire thou fall into deſtruction, 10 Forſake 
not an old friend; for the new is not comparable 
to him: a new friend is as new wine; when it is 
old, thou ſhalt drink it with pleaſure, 11 * Envy «7% 
not the glory of a ſinner: for thou knowelt not 3 ... © 
what ſhall be his cad. 12 Delight not iu the 
thing that the ungodly have plecature in; but re- 
member they ſhall not go unpuniſhed unto their 
grave. 13 Keep thee far from the man that 
hath power to kill; fo ſhalt thou not doubt tne 
fear of death: and if thou come unto him, make 
no fault, leſt he take away thy life prefentiy : 
remember that thou goeſt in the midit of inarcs, 
and that thou walkeſt upon the battlements ct 
the city. 14 As near as thou canſt, guels at iny 
neighbour, and conſult with the wire. T5 Let 
thy talk be with the wile, and all thy commu: 
nication in the law of the Molt High. 16 And 
let juſt men eat and drink with thee z anc let thy 
glorying be in the fear of the Lord, 17 Forte 
hand of the artificer the work thall be commend: 
ed: and the wiſe ruler of the people for h 
ſpeech. 18 A man of an ill tongue is dangerous 
in his city; and he that is raſh in his talk {hall be 
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them in the moſt inſulting and unmerciful manner; but. 25 tus let 
n , 
pens, the poor ſhould always behave to ſuch with meckne!s. 1 
CAP. IX. Ver. 14. As near as thou canſt, guejs al thy teig be, 


in that lag 
Greek word, here tranil ited gueſs, 15 much more expreſſive in k. : 5 
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and implies, that we ſhould be very careful in trying 2 Ma 1 or. X. 
duous in our inquiries concerning hun, before we venture © form 4 _ ; | ih 
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Not to judge by afpearnucet, Cc, 67 


WIL 


_” | | 1 2 3 . 5 . US 1 . 1 2 regs 
wore Wile judge will inſtruct his people; and the | honoureth his own life? 30 The poor man is. Before 
cARIST government of a prudent man is well or- | honoured for his ſkill, and the rich man is ho- Ss 
200. 200. 
— dered. 


2 As the judge of the people is him- 
9 ſeit; ſo are bis ofticers; and what manner of man 
the ruler of the city is, ſuch are all they that 

dwell therein. 3 An unwiſe King delirayeth his 
| people ; but through the prudence of them 
| which are in authority the city ſhall be inha- 
ited. 4 The power of the earth is in the hand 
of the Lord, and in due time he will ſet over it 

. one that is protitable. 5 In the hand of God is 
o, the proſperity of man: and upon the || perlon of 
e the {cribe {ball he lay his honour. 6 Bear not 
- hatred to thy neighbour for every wrong; and 
a do nothing at all by injurious practices. 7 Pride 
is hateful before God and man: and by both doth 

one commit iniquity, 8 Becaule of unrighteous 

dealings, injuries, and riches got by deceit, the 
kingdom 15 tranſlated from one people to ano- 
ther. 9 Why is earth and aſhes proud? There 
is not A more wicked thing than a covetous man: 
for ſuch an one ſetteth his own ſoul to ſale ; be- 
cauſe while he liveth he calteth away his bowels. 

10 The phyſician cutteth off a long diſeaſe ; and 

he that is to-day a king to-morrow ſhall die. 11 

„ For when a man is dead, he fhall inherit © creep- 

ing things, beatts, and worms. 12 'The begin. 

ning of pride is when one departeth from God, 
and his heart is turned away from his Maker, 

13 For pride is the begiuning of ſin, and be that 

hath it ſhall pour out abomination : and there- 

fore the Lord brought upon them ſtrange cala- 

„ea. mities, and overthrew them utterly. 14 * The 

„ Lord hath caſt down the thrones of proud princes, 

» and ſet up the meek in their ſtead. 15 The 

Lord hath plucked up the roots of the proud 

nations, and. planted the lowly in their place. 

16 The Lord overthrew countrics of the hea- 

then, and deſtroyed them to the foundations of 

the earth, 17 He took lome of them away, and 
deſtroyed them, and hath made their memorial 
to ceale from the earth. 18 Pride was not made 
for men, nor furious anger for them that are 
born of a woman. 

19 They that fear the Lord are a ſure ſeed, 
and they char love him an honourable plant: they 
that regard not the law are a diſhonourable ſeed; 


they that tranlgreſs the .commandments are a 
dcceivable || feed. 20 Among brethren he that 


6 5 is Chick is honourable ; ſo are they that fear the 
Lord in his eyes. 21 The fear of the Lord 
goeth before || the obtaining of authority : but 

"© roughneis and pride is the loſing thereof. 22 
Whether he be rich, noble, or poor, their glory 
is the fear of the Lord. 23 It is not meet to 
delpi:e the poor man that. hath underſtanding; 
neither is it convenient to magnify a ſinful man. 
24 Great men, and judges, and potentates, ſhall 

be honoured; yet is there none of them greater 

e than he that feareth the Lord. 25 © Unto the 

lervant that is wiſe {hall they that are free do 

% lervice: and he that .hath knowledge * will not 

i grudge when he is reformed. 26 Bc not over- 

„le in doing thy buſineſs; and boaſt not thylelf 

"1.10 the time of thy diltrels. 27 * Better is he that 

laboureth, and aboundeth in all things, than he 

that boalleth himſelf, and wanteth bread. 28 

ly lon, glorify thy ſoul in meekueſs, and give 

it honour according to the dignity thereof. 

29 Who will juitify him that ſinneth againſt his 

oun foul ? — who will honour him that dit- 


ko 
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N X. Ver. 25. He that hath knowledge will never grudge when he is re- 
dull hex. 554 ae ſhould rather be rendered reproved 3 for a 2 
f eee even from an inferior Who has more w iſdom than himſel 
te in the wo Nee hen we ſurvey the many revolutions waich have taken 
vile Prov: rid, we muſt be ſtupid indeed if ye do not ſee the hand of an 

ovrgence conducting human affairs in ſuck a manner, as to humble 


3 


noured for his riches. 31 He that is honoured 
in poverty, how much more in riches! and he 
that is diſhonourable in riches, how much moe 
in poverty! 
Gr. 

1 The benefit of wiſdom. 2 lie muſt not judo by 

outward appearances, 4 10r Vaunt ourſely s, GW r. 
WY lifteth up the head || of him that l,“. 

is of low degree, and maketh him to fit H 

among great men. 2 Commend not a man for * © 41- 
his beauty; neither abhor a man for his outward bn. . ;. 
appearance, 3 The bee is little among ſuch as 
fly ; but her fruit is the chief of {weet things. 
4 * Boalt not of thy cloathing and raiment, and" 1 
exalt not thyſelf in the day of honour : for © the «vs. 139. 
works of the Lord are wonderful, and his works!“ 
among men are hidden. 5 Many f kings have 
lat down upon the ground; an one that was 
never thought of hath worn the crown. 6 
Many“ mighty men have beet greatly difgrace(; 41 mm. 
and the honourable delivered into other men's gte, 
hands. 7 © Blame not before thou haft examined 19. © 
the truth: underſtand firſt, and then rebuke. $0! 
8 Anſwer not before thou baſt heard the cone : + > 5 
neither interrupt men in the midſt of their talk. 4j“ 
9 Strive not ina matter that concerneth thee 
not; and“ fit not || in judgment with ſinners. 16 80% r. 1. 
My ton, meddle not with many matters: for if. , 
thou meddle much, thou ſhalt not be innocent ; mow 7 
and if thou follow after, thon thalt not obtain," 
neither ſhalt thou || elcape by fleeing. 11 "There! on 
is one that labourcth, and taketh pains, and CEN 
maketh haſte, and is fo much the more behind.“ Hs 
2 Again, there is another that is flow, and hath vu g. - 
need of help, wanting ability, and full of poverty; 
yet * the eye of the Lord looked upon him {ur 
good, and fer him up from his low c:tate, 13% 
And lifted up his head from miſery ; ſo that 
many that ſa it marvelled at him. 14 * Profpe-t . 
rity and adverſity, lite and death, poverty and {7 , 
riches, come of the Lord. 1 Wiſdom, know- Ez. 28. 
ledge, and underitanding of the law, are of the“ 
Lord: love, and the way of good works, arc 
from him. 16 Error and darkneſs had their 
beginning together with ſinners : and evil Hall 
wax old with them that glory therein. 17 Le 
gift of the Lord remaineth wjth the godly, and 
his favour bringeth proiperity#or ever. 

18 There is that waxeth rich by his warinels 
and pinching, and this .5 the portion of his re- 
ward: 19 Whereas he faith,'I have found reſt, | Luke 13. 
and now will cat continually of my goods; and '* 
yet he knoweth not what tinte ſhall || come upon |! Or, 
him, and that“ he muſt leave thoſe things to h 49. 
others, and die. 20 Be ftedialt in thy cove- 10. 

* N ch. 14. 4+ 
nant, and be converſant therein, and wax old, wa. 1s. 
in thy work, 21 Marvel not at the works of. 
ſinners; but truſt in the Lord, and abide in thy 
labour: for it is an eaſy thing in the fight of the 
Lord on the ſudden to make a poor man rich. 

22 Ihe bleſſing of the Lord is || in the reward 1 or, 
of the godly, and ſuddenly be maketh his ble. I % 
ſing to flouriſh. 23 Say not, Wat profit is Mat. 3. 
there of my ſervice? and what good things ſhall '* 

| have hereafter? 24 Again, jay not, I have 
enough, and poſſeſs many things, and what evil 

can come to me hereafter? 25 in the day of 
proſperity there is a forgetfulneſs of ailliction: and 

in the day of affliction there is no more remem- 


heut. 13. 


22. 
1 Fim. 6. 9. 
[ 192 42. 
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the pride of men, and diſplay the glory of God's moral government cf this 
world, and all its concerns. See ver. 14. 5 

CA. XI. Ver. 16. Error and darkne/s had their beginning together avith 
finners.) The true ſenſe of this paſſage ſeems to be, that error or darkneſs 
of mind (ſuch being the will of God) is inſeparably joined with an habit 
of ſinning. 


REFLECT10Ns, 


* 


68] Adverſity the teſt of friendſhip. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


Pefore brance of proſperity. 26 For it is an eaſy thing 
CHRIST unto the Lord in the day of death to reward a 
— man according to his ways. 27 The affliction of 
an hour maketh a man forget plealure: and in 
his end his deeds ſhall be diſcovered. 28 Judge 
none bleſſed before his death: for a man ſhall be 
known in his children. 29 Bring not every man 
into thine houſe: for the deceitful man hath 
many trains. 30 Like as a partridge taken | and 
kept] in a cage, ſo is the heart of the proud; and 
like as a ſpy, watcheth he for thy fall: 31 For 
he lieth in wait, and turneth good into evil, and 
in things worthy praiſe will lay blame upon thee, 
32 Of a ſpark of fire a heap of coals is kindled: 
and a Gnfal man layeth wait for blood. 33 Lake 
heed of a miſchievous man, for he worketh 
wickedneſs ; leit he bring upon thee a perpetual 
blot. 34 Receive a ſtranger into thine houſe, 
and. he will diſturb thee, and turn thee out of 


thine own. N 
GA 


1 In atts of liberality proper objects ſhould be regarded. 
8 Adver/ity is the teſt of true friendſhip. 


HEN thou wilt do good, * know to whom 
thou doeſt it; ſo ſhalt thou be thanked 
for thy benefits. 2 Do good to the godly man, 
and thou ſhalt find a recompence ; and it not 
from him, yet from the Moſt High. 3 There 
can no good come to him that is always occupied 
in evil, nor to him that giveth no alms. 4 Give 
to the godly man, and help not a ſinner. 5 Do 
well unto him that is lowly, but give not to the 
ungodly : hold back thy bread, and give it not 
unto him, leſt he overmaſter thee thereby : for 
[elſe] thou ſhalt receive twice as much evil for 
all the good thou ſhalt have done unto him. 6 
For the Moſt High hateth ſinners, and will re- 
pay vengeance unto the ungodly, and keepeth 
them againſt the mighty day of their puniſh- 
ment. 7 Give unto the good, and help not the 
ſinner. 8 A friend cannot be known in prolpe- 
"y and an enemy cannot be hidden in adverſity. 
9 In 


grieved: but in his adverſity even a friend will 
depart. 10 Never trult thine enemy: #or like 
as || iron ruſteth, ſo is his wickedneſs. 11 Though 
he humble himſelf, and go crouching, yet take 
good heed and beware of him, and thou ſhalt be 
unto him as if thou hadſt wiped a looking-glaſs, 
and thou ſhalt know that his ruſt hath not been 
altogether wiped away. 12 Set him not by thee, 
leſt, when he hath overthrown thee, he ſtand up 
in thy place ; neither let him fit at thy right-hand, 
leſt he ſeek to take thy ſeat, and thou at the laſt 
remember my words, and be pricked therewith. 
13 Who will pity a charmer that is bitten with 
a ſerpent, or any ſuch as come nigh wild beaſts? 
14 So one that goeth to a ſinner, and is | defiled 
with him in his fins, who will pity? 15 For a 
while he will abide with thee, but if thou begin 
to fall, he will not tarry. 16 An enemy ſpeaketh- 
fweetly with his lips, but in his heart bo imagin- 
eth how to throw thee into a pit: he will * weep 
with his eyes, but it he find opportunity, he 
will not be r blood. 17 If adverſity 
come upon thee, thdu ſhalt find him there firſt ; 
and though he pretend to help thee, yet ſhall || he 
undermine thee. 18 He will ſhake his head, and 


a Mat. 7. 


j- Or, 
64/1. 


Or. 


der. 4 t. 6. 


y Os, 
Suppiant. 


REFLECTiONS.—Wiſdom and prudence are inſeparably connected; the 
Krit conſiſts in ſpeculation or knowledge in the mind; and the latter points 
out in what manner ſuch a noble attainment ſhould be reduced te practice in | 
all our ſecular affairs. | 
_ Cue, XII. Ver. 11. Thou alt be unto him as if thou hadft wifed a look- 
ing-glaſs.)] The word mirror would have been more proper here than /ook- 
#nc-glaſs ; for the ancients made uſe of poliſhed metal for the purpoſe of re- 
&-:ng images, in the ſame manner as we uſe glaſs. 


the proſperity of a man enemies will be 
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clap his hands, and w 
his countenance. 
CHAP IE In 
Mie muſt not keep eps 595- with the prod, or with 
one mightier thun ourſelves, Oc. 
H* that toucheth pitch ſhall be defiled there. 
with; and *, he that hath fellowſhip with a5 
proud man ſhall be like unto him. 2 Burden = 5 Y 
not thyſelf above thy power while thou livelt ; and 
have no tellowſhip with one that is mightier and 
richer than thyſelf: for how agree the kettle and 
the earthen pot together? þ for if the one be ſmit- 0. 
ten againlt the other, it ſhall be broken, 3 The = 
rich man hath done wrong, and yet he threatenerh g, i 
withal : the poor is wronged, and he mult intrear “ | 
alſo. 4 If thou be for his profit, he will uſe thee . 
but if thou have nothing, he will forſake thee. ; 
If thou have any thing, — will live with thee; yea 
he will make thee bare, and will not be ſorry tor it. 
6 If he have need of thee, he will deceive thee. 
and ſmile upon thee, and put thee in hope: he will 
ſpeak thee fair, and ſay, What wanteſtthou? / And 
he will ſhame thee by his meats, until he have 
drawn thee dry twice or thrice, and at the laſt 
he will laugh thee to ſcorn: afterward, when he 
ſeeth thee, he will forſake thee, and ſhake his 
head at thee. 8 Beware that thou be not de- 
ceived, and brought down || in thy jollity, 9 If 16, 
thou be invited of a mighty man, withdraw thy. ©” 
ſelf, and ſo much the more will he invite the. 
10 Preis thou not upon him, Jeſt thou be put 
back; ſtand not far off, leſt chou be forgotten. 
11 || Aﬀect not to be made equal unto him in g 6, 
talk, || and believe not his many words: for with 
much communication will he tempt thee, and 0, 
ſmiling upon thee will get out thy ſecrets: 12 
Burt cruelly he will lay up thy words, and will 
not ſpare to do thee hurt, and to put thee in pri- 
fon. 13 Obſerve, and take good heed, for thou 
walkeſt in peril of thy overthrowing : when thou 
heareſt theſe things, awake in thy ſleep. 

14 Love the Lord all thy life, and call upon 
him for thy ſalvation. 15 Every beaſt loveth his 
like, and every man loveth his neighbour. 16 
All fleſh conſorteth according to kind, and a man 
will cleave to his like. 17 * What fellowſhip +: ce 
hath the wolf with the lamb? ſo the ſinner with 
the godly. 18 What agreement is there be- 
tween the hyena and a dog? and what peace be- 
tween the rich and the poor? 19 As the wild 
als is the lion's prey in the wilderneſs : fo © the h 
rich eat up the poor. 20 As the proud hate hu 
mility : ſo doth the rich abhor the poor. 21 A 
rich man beginning to fall is held up of his 
friends: but a poor man being down is thruſt 
alſo away by his friends. 22 When a rich man 
is fallen, he hath many helpers: he ſpeaketh 
things not to be ſpoken, and yet men juſtify 
him: the poor man ſlipped, and yet they rebuked 
him too“: he ſpake wiſely, and could have no 4 FE 
place. 23 When a rich man ſpeaketh, every % 
man holdeth his tongue, and, look, what he; 
ſaith, they extol it to the clouds: but if the poor 
man ſpeak, they fay, What fellow is this? and 
if he ſtumble, they will help to overthrow him. 
24 Riches are good unto him that hath no ſin, 
and poverty is evil in the mouth of the ungodly. 
25 The heart of a man changeth his counte 
nance, whether it be for good or evil : and 
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with prudence in this world, let as therefore look up to the divine Bens 
afliſtance, that we may be preſerved from all the ſnares daily laid i 
and enabled to keep our conſciences void of offence. 

Cr. XIII. Ver. 11, 12. Afett not to be mad: equal to him, ve. 
Milton, when ſetting out on his travels, was told by Sir Henry "i 
that a cloſe mind and open countenance would carry him throug" the vi 
he meant, that he ought to look at every thing freely, bus not 10 fen 
thoughts, leſt he ſhould be brought into trouble. 


KEFLECTIONS.,—lt being fo very difficult a matter to conduct ourſelves 
| a I 


Rx BLEc , 
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H A 5 XIII. 


OC RTYHA.] C XIV. XV. XVI. God ſpares not the wicked, [69 
ea merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance. 2 virgin. 3 With the bread of underltanding Before 

ct 26 A cheerful countenance is a token of a heart Þ ſhall the feed him, and give him the water — * 

1 that is in proſperity; and the finding out of pa- | wildom to drink. 4 He hall be ſtayed upon her —— 


rables is a weariſome labour of the mind. 


CHAP IT EK XIV. 


Ty 


ſcience hath not condemned him, and who is not 
fallen from his hope in the Lord. 3 Riches are 
not comely for a niggard : and what ſhould an 
envious man do with money? 4 He that gather- 


others, that ſhall ſpend his goods riotoully. 
le that is evil to himlelt, to whom will he be 
good? he ſhall-not take pleaſure in his goods. 
6 "Chere is none worſe than he that envieth him- 
ſelf; and this is a recompence of his wickednels. 
- And if he doeth good, he doeth it unwillingly: 
and at the laſt he will declare his wickedneſs. 8 
The envious man hath a wicked eye ; he turn- 
eth away his face, and deſpiſeth men. 9 A * co- 


and the iniquity of the wicked drieth up his ſoul. 
10* A wicked eye envieth | his] bread, and he is 
a niggard at his table. 11 My ſon, according to 
thy ability do good to thyſelf, and give the Lord 
his due offering. 12 Remember that death will 
not be long in coming, and that the covenant of 
the grave is not ſhewed unto thee, 
13 © Do good unto thy friend before thou die, 
% and according to thy ability {tretch out thy hand 
and give to him. 14 * Defraud not thylelf | of 
qbcciet. 5. 
i «. & the good day, and let not the part of a good de- 
fire overpaſs thee. 15 * Shalt thou not leave thy 
„e travails unto another? and thy labours to be divi- 
 dedbylot? 16 Give, and take, and ſanctify thy 
** ſoul ; for there is no ſeeking of dainties in the 
19 grave. 17 All fleſh waxeth old as a garment : 
1.4 6. for the covenant from the beginning is, Thou 
ſhalt die the death. 18 As of the green leaves 
124 on a thick tree, ſome fall, and ſome grow; ſo is 
> the generation of fleſh and blood, one cometh 
to an end, and another is born. 19 Every work 
”  rotteth and conſumeth away, and the worker 
rn. thereof ſhall go withal. 20 * Bleſſed is the man 
that doth meditate-good things in wiſdoin, and 
that reaſoneth of holy things by his underſtand- 
ing. 21 He that conſidereth her ways in his 
heart ſhall alſo have underſtanding in her ſecrets, 
22 Go after her as one that traceth, and lie in 
wait in her ways. 23 He that prieth in at her 
windows ſhall alſo hearken at her doors. 24 He 
that doth lodge near her houſe ſhall alſo faſten a 
pin in her walls. 25 He ſhall pitch his tent 
nigh unto her, and ſhall lodge in a lodging where 
good things are. 26 He ſhall ſet his children 
under her ſhelter, and ſhall lodge under her 
4. branches. 27 By her he ſhall be covered from 
heat, and in her glory ſhall he dwell. 
HAF TER . 
1 The hein of wiſdom to him that feareth God. 7 
The wicked ſhall not obtain her, Oc. 

E that feareth the Lord will do good; and 
H he that hath the knowledge of the law 
tall obtain her. 2 And as a mother ſhall ſhe 
meet him, and receive him as a wife married of 


Jodie 4. 
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Rerrrerioxs. Many perſons in office will baſely propoſe the moſt en- 
ug queltions to the ſimple and unwary, and afterwards do all in their 
Wer to ruin them. | 

Chap, XIV. Ver. 9. A covetous man is not ſatisfied, &c.] An inordinate 
Le ot riches is a poiſon lodged in the ſoul, contaminating and deſtroying 
i generous ſentiment, every ſocial affection; and, where-ever it is firmly 
Ned, virtue, honeſty, and even natural affection fly before its face. 
FULECTIONS,—We may be induſtrious enough in procuring gold, but 
| * Vi derous in the diſpoſal of it; for know this as a certain truth, 


No. VI. 
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eth by defrauding his own ſoul © gathereth for 
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vetous man's eye is not ſatisfied with his portion; 
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and ſhall not be confounded: 


and ſhall not be moved; and thall rely upon her 


9 


5 She ſhall exalt 
Powers, and in the midſt of the 

congregation ſhall ſhe open his mouth. 6 He 

hall” find Joy and a crown of gladneſs, and ſhe 

ſhall cauſe him to inherit an everlaſting name. 

7 But fooliſh men ſhall not attain unto her, and 

ſumers ſhall not ſee her. 8 For ſhe is far from 

prove, and men that are lyars cannot remember 

er. 9 *| Praile is not ſeemly in the mouth of a .pr x1... 

inner, for || it was not ſent him of the Lord. Prov-26.7. 

10 For || praiſe thall be uttered in wiſdom, and 2%." 

the Lord will proſper it. 11 * Say not thou, It || e. 

is through the Lord that I tell away: for thou fame of Fe. 

oughtelt not to do the things that he hateth. “ O.. 

12 Say not thou, He hath cauſed me to err: for v 

he hath no need of the ſinful man. 13 The b. 

Lord hateth all abomination ; and they that fear 

God love it not. 14 He himſelf © made man from e Gen. 1. 


the beginning, and left him in the hand of his 1%&37... 


him above his nei 


counſel; 15 If thou wilt, to? keep the com- 154 
mandments, and to perform acceptable faithful- 1g, 17. 


neſs. 16 ' He hath ſet fire and water before thee : f Deur. 30. 
ltretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt. '?; 


> 3 Josh. 24. 
17 Before man is life and death; and whether 1, *h 
him liketh ſhall be given him. 18 For the wiſ- 7 4. 


dom ot the Lord is great, and he is mighty in 
power, and beholdeth all things: 19 And * his t 33-18. 
eyes are upon them that tear him, and he know- ns, 
eth every work of man. 20 He hath command- 
ed no man to do wickedly, neither hath he given 
any man licence to ſin. 
CHAPTER XVI. 
1 It is better to have no children, than ungodly ones, 6 
The wicked are not ſpared by God, c. 
ESIRt, not a multitude of unprofitable chil- 
dren, neither delight in ungodly ſons. 2 

1 nougan they multiply, rejoice not in them, ex- 
cept the fear of the Lord be with them. 3 
Trult not thou in their life, neither reſpect their 
multitude: for one that is juſt is better than a 
thouland ; and better it is to die without chil- 
dren, than to have them that are ungodly. 4 For 
by one that hath underſtanding ſhall the city be 
repleniſhed : but the || Vans wah. of the wicked || or, 
ſhall ſpeedily become deſolate. 5 Many ſuch # 
things have I ſeen with mine eyes, and mine ear © 
hath heard greater things than theſe. 6 * In the =. 21. g. 
congregation of the ungodly ſhall a fire be kind- 
led; and in a rebellious nation wrath || is ſet on |! Or, 
fire. 7 * ile was not pacihed toward the old gi- re 
ants, who fell away in the ſtrength of their fool- WII. 14.6. 
iſnneſs. 8 © Neither ſpared he the place where egen. 19. 
Lot ſojourned, but*abhorred them for their pride. 2%  . 
9 He pitied not the pcople of perdition, who Foy 


l ; 4 49x 50. 
were taken away in their ſins: 106 Nor the e Num. 14. 


ſix hundred thouſand footmen, who were gather- 18 44h 
ed together in the hardneſs of their hearts. 11 z:. 6. & 


And if there be one ſtiffnecked among the peo-** + 
ple, it is marvel if he eſcape unpuniſhed: for 
mercy f and wrath are with him; he is mighty fen. 5. 6. 
to forgive, and to pour out diſpleaſure. 12 As 
his mercy is great, ſo is his correction allo: * he goc.64. 12. 
judgeth a man according to his works. 13 The 

ſinner ſhall not eſcape with his ſpoils : and the 
patience of the godly ſhall not be fruſtrate. 14 


chat a man is never ſo truly happy, as when he contributes to the happineſs of 


others, 

Cray, XV, Ver. 9. Praiſe is not ſeemly, &c.] The word pruiſe ought to 
have been rendered a parable or wiſe ſaying, and then it would have run thus, 
A parable is not ſeemly, &c.—becaule it does not proceed from that wiſdom of 
which God is the only and original ſource and author. 

REFLECTiONS,—Let us continually praiſe God for his goodneſs with 
ſongs of thankſgiving, and ineditate in ſilence on the wonders of his love. 
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70 . 


bod 14. 1. ing to his image, 4 And put the fear f of man 


70] M 1 endowments from God. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 
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Before Make way for every work of mercy: for every | 
cnt" man ſhall find according to his works. 


—— 15 The Lord hardened Pharaoh, that he 
2 mould not know him, that his powerful works 


K might be known to the world. 16 His merc 
„ 278 : ; 
17,18, is manifeſt to every creature; and i he hat 
n ſeparated his light from the darkneſs with an 
o, adamant ||. 17 Say not thou, I will hide myſelf 
Hen from the Lord: ſhall any remember me from 
above? I ſhall not be remembered among ſo 
many people: for what is my foul among ſuch 
kx r Kings an infinite number of creatures? 158 * Behold, 
2 Cn, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, the deep, 


6..8. and the earth, and all that therein is, ſhall be 
7, 1%. moved when he ſhall viſit. 19 The mountains 


alſo and foundations of the earth ſhall be ſhaken 
with trembling, when the Lord looketh upon 
them. 20 No 3 can think upon theſe things 
Rom. 17. worthily: and who is able to conceive his ways? 
: 21 It is a tempeſt which no man can ſee: for 
the moſt part of his works are hid. 22 Who 
can declare the works of his juſtice ? or who can 
endure them ? for his covenant is afar off, and 
the trial of all things is in the end. 23 He that 
wanteth underſtanding will think upon vain 
things: and a fooliſh man erring imagineth fol- 
lies. 24 My ſon, hearken unto me, and learn 
knowledge, and mark my words with thy heart, 
25 1 will ſhew forth doctrine in weight, and de- 
m Pf. :11. Clare his knowledge exactly. 26” The works of 
the Lord are done in judgment from the begin- 
ning: and from the time he made them he diſ- 
poſed the parts thereof. 27 He garniſhed his 
1 Or, 4--- works for ever, and in his hand are the || chief 
en of them unto all generations: they neither la- 
bour, nor are weary, nor ceaſe from their works. 
14 . 25 None of them hindereth another, and they 
, ſhall never diſobey his word. 29 After this the 
Lord looked upon the earth, and filled it with 
o Gen. 1. his bleſſings. 30 With all manner of living 
p Ecclef. 3. things hath he covered the face thereof; and 
Fe they ſhall return into it again. 
CHAP-TI-E R-XVIL 
1 How God created and endowed man, II giving him 
knowledge, and a law againſt ſin, &c. 


3 HE Lord * created man of the earth, and 
-& 51 turned him into it again. 2* He gave them 


oel 3. few days and a ſhort time, and power allo over 
Wild. 2. the things therein. 3 He endued them with 
6 „* ſtrength by themſelves, and? made them accord- 


AE upon all fleſh, * and gave him dominion over 
1 Coo. x1, beaſts and fowls. 5 [ They received the uſe of 
Cotor, 3. the five operations of the fark, and in the ſixth 
70. place he imparted them underſtanding, and in 
bin, the ſeventh ſpeech, an interpreter of the cogi— 
« Gen . tations thereof |, 6 Counſel, and a tongue, and 


eyes, ears, and a heart, gave he them to under- 
tand. 7 Withal he filled them with the know- 
ledge of underſtanding, and ſhewed them good 
and evil. 8 He ſet his eye upon their hearts, 
that he might ſhew them the greatneſs of his 
works. 9 He gave them to glory in his marvel- 
lous acts for ever, that they might declare his 
works with underſtanding. 10 And the elect 
ſhall praiſe his holy name. 11 Beſide this he 
gave them knowledge, and the law of life for an 
heritage. 12 He made an everlaſting covenant 


Cult. XVI. Ver. 21. A tempeſt which no man can ſee.) This is a beau- 
tiful ſimile to denote the unſearchable ways of Providence: for as a ſlorm or 
tempeſt is inviſible in itſelf, ſo the proceedings of divine wiſdom are palt find- 
tag out; we are totally ignorant of the cauſe or method, though the effect is 
very evident. | 

REyrL.ECTIONS.—Many perſons (ſee ver. 23.) ſpend their precious time in 
this life in a very idle manner: ſome may be {aid to dream while they are in 


ihis world, nor are their eyes ever open till they enter upon an awful 
eternity. | 


CAT. XVII. Ver. 3. He endued them with frirength, &c.) The Greek 
| 3 | 1 


love doth not forſake him. 


with them, and ſhewed them his judgments, Bei. 
13 'Their eyes ſaw the majeſty of his glory, aud , 
their ears heard his glorious voice. 14 And he <—_B 
ſaid unto them, Beware of all unrighteouſnek. | 
and he * gave every man commandment concert... tw 
ing his neighbour. 15 Their ways are eyer ** 5 
before him, and ſhall not be hid from his eyes. 2 
16 Every man from his youth is given to evil: 1; 4. 
neither could they make to themſelves flethy 1 
hearts for ſtony. 17 For in the diviſion of the: ben 
nations of the whole earth he ſet a" ruler over HH. B 
every people; but Iſrael is the Lord's portion 
18 Whom, being his firſt-born, he nouriſheth be; + 
with diſcipline, and giving him the light of hiss—- 
19 Therefore all 
their works are as the ſun before him, and his“ 1; 
eyes are continually upon their ways. 20 None 4 
of their unrighteous deeds are hid from him, 
but all their fins are before the Lord. 21 But 
the Lord being gracious, and knowing his work- | 
manſhip, ® neither left nor forſook them, but b 
ſpared them. 22 'The alms of a man is as a 
ſignet with him, and he will keep the good deeds 3 
of man * as the apple of the eye, and give re- 
pentance to his ſons and daughters. 23 After. Mer : ; 
wards he will riſe up and reward them, and ren- * 8 
der their recompence upon their heads. 24 * But S 
unto them that repent, he granted them return, - | 
and comforted thoſe that failed in patience. 25 
Return unto the Lord, and forſake thy fins, b. 
make thy prayer before his face, and || offend lels, 12, 
26 Turn again to the Mott High, and turn away 4...” 
from iniquity : for he will lead thee out of darl- 
neſs into the || light of health, and hate thou abo- 
mination vehemently. 27* Who ſhall praiſe the + 
Molt High in the grave, inſtead of them which a5 
live and give thanks? 28 "Thankſgiving perith- l. 
eth from the dead, as from one that is not: the h 
living and ſound in heart fhall praile the Lord.” 
29 How great is the loving-kindnels of the Lord p 
our God, and his compaſiion unto ſuch as turn 
unto him in holineſs! 3o For all things cannot 
be in men, becauſe the {on of man is not immor- | 
tal, 31 What is brighter than the ſun? yet the % 
light thereof faileth : and fleſh and blood will 
imagine evil. 32 He vieweth the power of the 
height of heaven; and all men are but earth and 


N 


07 


hor, 28. 


— - 


aſhes. ; 
CHAPTER XVIII. 
God created and governeth all things. 4 His wirks 0 
are unt to be told. 8 The ſhortneſs of man's life. 
E that liveth for ever * created all things in; t 
general. 2 The Lord only is righteous, t 
and * there is none other but he, 3 Who govern-5 + [ 
eth the world with the palm of his hand, and alle t 
things obey his will: for he is the King of all, by* 
his power“ dividing holy things among them tn ] 
from profane. 4 'T'o whom hath he given power _ | | 
to declare his works? and who {hail tina out; 
his noble acts? 5 Who ſhall number the ſtrength 4 
of his majeſty ? and who ſhall alſo tell out his 4 i 
mercies? 6 As for the wondrous works of the I 
Lord, there may nothing be taken from them, 2 
neither may any thing be put unto them, neither by 
can the ground of them be found out. 7 When hi 
a man hath done, then he beginneth ; and when . 22, Q\ 
he leaveth off, then he ſhall be doubrful. 8 What * IN 
is *man, and whereto ſerveth he? what Þ his ” 
| ( 


: ] 

word, which is here rendered frength, likewiſe ſignifies eve, * 
ſome copies it 1s ſo tranſlated. ; ol 
Rrrlrcrioxs. Let us learn to ſpeak with a becoming b 
at the ſame time, let us be careſul that no word expreſſod by 5 wan; 
offence to à modeſt ear, or render us objects of the divine diſplealure- 


Cn. XVIII. Ver. 8. What is man, and whereto fer wel“ he 


W Circle 


Har. XI 


n e L ine. I. 8 ſortit: 
conſidered in himſelf, is a very helpleſs and a very wretch * „ | 22 
comfort, however, that, while we are beſet with ſo many en! : le herze 1 
the protection of One who directs contingencies, who knows die Küche | * 
tand ſe who 2K K Vence 


in need of, and is always ready to beſtow it upon tho * 


OY * bs. 


"IPOCRYPHA.) 


C H A P. XVIII. XIX. XX. 


6— — 


Wiſdom of fearing God. (51. 


g—_ - 


pre good, and what is his evil? 9 The number of 
bels 1 man's days at the moſt are an hundred years. 
lo As a drop of water unto the ſea, and a gravel- 
e {tone in compariſon of the ſand ; ſo are a! thou- 
#53 {2nd years to the days of eternity. 11 There- 
fore 1s God patient with them, and poureth forth 
his mercy upon them. 12 He ſaw and per- 
ceived their end to be evil ; therefore he multi- 
plied his compaſſion. 13 The mercy of man is 
11.145 toward his neighbour ; but the mercy of the 
t Lord is upon all fleſh: he reproveth, and nur- 
. tureth, aid teacheth, and bringeth again, as a 
Þ> ſhepherd his flock, 14 He hath mercy on them 
that receive diſcipline, and that diligently ſeek 
0 4. after his judgments. 15 * My ſon, blemiſh not 
thy good deeds, neither-uſe uncomfortable words 
when thou givelt any thing. 16 Shall not the 
dew allivage the heat? fo is a word better than 
a gift. 17 Lo, is not a word better than a gift? 
but both are with a gracious man. 18 A fool 
will upbraid churliſhly, and a gift of the envious 
contumeth the eyes. 

19 Learn before thou ſpeak, and uſe phyſick 
01. Or ever thou be ſickx. 20 betore judgment ' ex- 
e amine thyſelf, and in the day of viſitation thou 
16.7. ſhalt find mercy. 21 ® Humble thyſelf before 

thou be ſick, and in the time of ſins ſhew re- 
d ij. pentance, 22 Let nothing, hinder thee to pa 
g thy VOW in due time, and deter not until death 
to be julltified. 23 Before thou prayelt, prepare 
thyſelt; and be not as one that tempteth the 
aum Lord, 24 * Think upon the wrath that thall be 
at the end, and the time of vengeance, when he 
ſhall turn away his face. 25 When thou haſt 
cuongh, remember the time of hunger: and 
when thou art rich, think upon poverty and 
need, 26 From the morning unto the evening 
the time is changed, and all things are ſoon done 
ab. before the V 27 A wile man will fear in 
every thing, and in the day of ſinning he will 
beware of oftence: but a fool will not obſerve 
time. 20 Every man of underſtanding knoweth 
witdom, and will give praiſe unto him that found 
her. 29 They that were of underttanding in 
layings became alſo wile themfclves, and poured 
. forth exquiſite parables. 30 Go not after thy 
lults, but refrain thyſelf from thine appetites. 
31 If thou givelt thy foul the deſires that pleaſe 
her, the will make thee a laughing. ſtock to thine 
cnemies that malign thee. 32 'Take not plea- 
lure in much GE cheer, neither be tied to the 
expence thereof, 33 Be not made a beggar by 
banqueting upon borrowing, when thou haſt 
nothing in thy purſe : for thou ſhalt lie in wait 
tor thine own lite, and be talked on. 
5 CHAPTER: XIX. 
I Sndry moral maxims, 7 Me muft not rehearſe all 
that we hear. 18 The Tviſdom of fearing the Lord. 
A man that is given to drunkenneſs 
I A ſhall not be rich: and he that contemneth 
>} mall things ſhall fall by little and little, 2 * Wine 
& and women will make men of underitanding to 
fall away: and he that cleaveth to harlots will 
become impudent. 3 Moths and worms ſhall have 
| him to heritage, and a bold man ſhall be taken 
* away. 4 © He that is haſty to give credit is light- 
as Minded; * and he that finneth ſhall offend againſt 
his own foul. 5 Wholo taketh pleaſure in wick- 
edneſs ſhall be condemned: but he that reſfilteth 
Pleaſures crowueth his life. 6 He chat can rule 
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© *ECTIONS.—The goodneſs of God extends to all his creatures, even 
molt wretched ; wh 


1 ile che benevolence of man is conſined within a very 
circle. 


var. XIX. Ver. 20, 


a The fear of the Lord is all auiſam.] There is no 
ry which is not ee this fear; nor i *. any other 
* q of io ſettled and fixed a nature. | ; 
enten. — The hypocrite is reſtrained from a breach of the law in 
Vence of the puniſhment that will attend his crime; but the virtuous 


his tongue ſhall live without ſtrife; and he that Before 
liateth babbling ſhall have leſs evil. 7 Rehearſe CST 
not unto another that which is told unto thee, ——— 
and thou ſhalt fare never the worfe. 8 Whe- zz. 
ther it be || to a friend or foe, talk not of other |. 
men's lives; and if thou cant without offence, 7 = 
reveal them not. 9 For he heard and obſerved 

thee, and when time cometh he will || hate thee. %%, 
10 If thou haſt heard a word, let it die with. 
thee ; and be bold, it will not burſt thee. 11 A 

tool travaileth with a word, as a woman in la— 
bour of a child. 12 As an arrow that ſticketh in 

a man's thigh, ſo is a word within a fool's || belly. , 
13 Admoniſh a friend, it may be he hath not ti 19. - 
done it: and if he have done it, that he do it no gf 
more. 14 || Admoniſh thy friend, it may be he 15 * 
hath not ſaid it: and if he have, that he {pcak it _ 
not again. 15 Admonith a friend : for many 
times it is a ſlander, and believe not every talc. 

16 There is one that ilippeth in his ſpeech, but 

not || from his heart; and who is he that hath | = 
not offended with luis? tongue? 17 Admoniſh g a. :; 


g ch. 14 1. 


thy neighbour betore thou threaten hun; and not % 
og angry, give place to the law of the Moſt ,o, 
igh. 


R-prove. 
18 The fear of the Lord is the firſt ſtep || to » P.. 
be accepted | of him], and wildom obtaineth his 4 4. 26. 
love. 19 The knowledge of the commandments | 0 
of the Lord is the doctrine of lite : and they that e. 
do things that pleaſe him ſhall * receive the fruit K. 
of the tree of immortality, 20 The fear of the 71.” 
Lord is all wiſdom ; and in all wildom is the per- 
formance of the law, and the knowledge of his 
omnipotency. 21 It a ſervant ſay to his maſter, K Mat. 21. 
{ will not do as it pleaſeth thee; though after- 7 
ward he do it, he angereth him that nouriſheth 
him. 22 The knowledge of wickedneſs is not 
wiſdom, neither at any time the counſel of fin- 
ners prudence. 23 There is a wickedneſs, and 
the ſame an abomination ; and there 1s a fool 
wanting in wiſdom, 24 He that hath fmall un— 
derſtanding, and ſeareth God, is better than one 
that hath much wiſdom, and tranſgreſſeth the 
law of the Moſt High. 25 There is an cxqui-* 
ſite ſubtilty, and the ſame is unjuſt ; and there is 
one that turneth aſide to make judgment ap- 
ear; and there is a wile man that || juſtiſicth in y or, 
judgment. 26 'I here is a wicked man that hang-/*<* 
eth down his head || fadly; but inwardly he is || or, 
full of deceit, 27 Caſting down his countenance, © . 
and making as if he heard not : where he is not 
known, he will do thee a miſchief before thou 
be aware. 28 And if for want of power he be 
hindered from ſuming, yet when he hndeth op- 
ortunity he will do evil. 29 A man may be 
33 by his look, and one that hath under- 
ſtanding by his countenance, when thou meeteſt 
him. 30 A man's attire, and ' exceſſive laugh-1c. z:. 
ter, and gait, ſhew what he is. 82 
ren XX. 
1 Of filence and ſpeaking. 9 Of gain and gifts. 18 
The danger of ſlipping with the tongue, Oc. 
HERE, is a reproof that is not || comely : f Or, 
again, ſome man holderh his tongue, and 
he is wiſe. 2 It is much better to reprove, than 
to be angry lecretly : * and he that confeſſeth his a Prov. 28. 
fault ſhall be preſerved from-hurt. 3 How good!“ 
is it, when thou art reproved, to thew repent 
ance! for ſo ſhalt thou eſcape wilful fin. 4 As 
is the luſt of an cunuch to deflower a virgin; 2“ 


— —_ 


— 


and ſincere perſon wants no law to reſtrain him, being convinced that the 
eye of God is upon him in all his actions, and that he is privy to his moſt 
ſecret thoughts. 

Chr. XX. Ver. 1. There is a reproof that is not comely.) The grand 
criterion of human judgment 1s, to know and diſtinguiſh the moſt proper ſea- 
ſon and circumſtances of reproof ; and by an attentive regard to the miſcon. 
duct of others, which we diſapprove, a ſufficient treaſure of knowledge and 


expericnce may be laid up for all our temporal concerns. 
| RITLICTIORVsV. 
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Before ſo is he that eXxecuteth judgment with violence. 

emit 5 There is one that keepeth ſilence, and is found 
— wiſe: and another by much babbling becometh 
hateful. 6 Some man holdeth his tongue, be- 

cauſe he hath not to anſwer : and ſome keepeth 

c Ecclefs 3- ſilence, * knowing his time. 7 A Wiſe man will 
3. 42.4 hold his * tongue till he ſee opportunity: but a 

babbler and a fool will regard no time. 8 He 

that uſeth many words ſhall be abhorred ; and he 

that taketh to himſelf authority therein ſhall be 

hated. 9 There is a ſinner that hath good ſuc- 

ceſs in evil things; and there is a gain that turn: ! 

eth to loſs. 10 There is a gift that ſhall not pro- 

fit thee; and there is a gift whole recompence is 

double. 11 There is an abaſement becauſe of 

glory; and there is that lifteth up his head from 

a low eltate. 12 There is that buyeth much for 

ech.6.5. a little, and repayeth it ſevenfold. 13* A wile 
man by his words maketh himſelf beloved : but 
„the] graces of fools ſhall be || poured out. 14 
pi. The gift of a fool ſhall do thee no good when 

%% thou haſt it; neither yet of the envious for his 

or, ſpilt, a , f 

+Gr., neceſſity: f for he looketh to receive many things 

for bircye* for one. 15 He giveth little, and * upbraideth 

for ew much; he openeth his mouth like a crier ; to- day 

Aeta he lendeth, and to-morrow will he aſk it again: 
ſuch an one is to be hated of God and man. 16 

The fool faith, I have no friends, I have no thank 
for all my good deeds, and they that eat my bread 

{peak evil of me. 17 How oft, and of how ma- 

ny ſhall he be laughed to ſcorn ! for he knoweth 

not aright what it is to have; and it is all one 

unto him as if he had it not. „ 

18 To ſlip upon a pavement is better than to 

flip with the tongue: ſo the fall of the wicked 
ſhall come ſpeedily. 19 | An unſeaſonable tale 

will always be in the mouth of the unwiſe. 20 

A wiſe ſentence ſhall be rejected when it cometh 


| Or, 


\ Or, 


An un plea- 


fant fel. 
low 


thus the houſe of proud men ſhall be made de. 


1 heareth it, it diſpleaſeth him, and he caſteth it 1 


thou comeſt tov near it, it will bite thee : the hin. "1 
* - 4 > * 
teeth thereof are as the teeth of a lion, ſlaying Cubis 
the ſouls of men. 3 All miquity is as a tub ed 2 
ged word, the wounds whereof cannot be healed. | 
4 To terrify and do wrong will waſte riches : 


folate. 5 A prayer out of a poor man's mouth bt. ,, 
reacheth to the ears of God, and his judgment 7* * 4 
cometh ſpeedily. 6 © He that hateth to be re. Pl. 4.6. 
proved is in the way of ſinners: but he that fear. © 7% 11.Þ 
eth the Lord will + repent from his heart, ++ G,. 
An eloquent man is known far and near; but 4 .. 
man of underſtanding knoweth when he {li > 
peth. 8 He that buildeth his houſe with other « l . 
men's money is like one that gathereth himſelf'3 
{tones for the tomb of his burial. 9g *'The con- «. cM 
gregation of the wicked is like tow wrapped to- 
gether : and the end cf them is a flame of fire to 
deſtroy them. 10 The way of ſinners is made 
plain with ſtones, but at the end thereof is the 
pit of hell. 11 * He that keepeth the law of the ;. 
Lord 2 the underſtanding thereof: and the | 
perfection of the fear of the Lord is wiſdom, I 
12 * He that is not { wiſe will not be taught : 8. 
but * there is a wiſdom which multip!ieth bitter- o 
neſs. 13 The || knowledge of a wiſe man ſhall "2; il © 
abound like a flood: and his counſel is like a pure 3. | 
fountain of life. 14 The inner parts of a fool , 
are like a broken veſſel, and he will hold no knoyw-i«. 37 b 
ledge as long as he liveth. 15 IF a ſkilful man ; 
hear a wiſe word, he will commend it, and * add * ** 14 
unto it: but as ſoon as one of no underſtanding ® ⁶ 
behind his back. 16 The talking of a fool is 
like a burden in the way: but grace ſhall be found 
in the lips of the wiſe. 17 They inquire at the 
mouth of the wiſe man in the congregation, and 
they ſhall ponder his words in their heart. 18 


out of a fool's mouth; for he will not ſpeak it in As is a houſe that is deſtroyed, fo is wiſdom to a [Or 
due ſeaſon. 21 There is that is hindered from fool: and the knowledge of the unwiſe is as talk 9h 
ſinning through want: and when he taketh reſt, | without || ſenſe. 19 Doctrine unto fools is as fet- 1 o- 
+ Gr. , he F ſhall not be troubled. 22* There is that de-] ters on the feet, and like manacles on the right — 
22. ſtroyeth his own ſoul through baſhfulneſs, and by | hand. 20 A fool lifteth up his voice with laugh- 4%. I 
8+. 42. accepting of perſons overthroweth himſelf, 23 ter; but a wiſe man doth ſcarce ſmile a little. 
I'here is that for baſhfulneſs promiſeth to his 21 Learning is unto a wiſe man as an ornament | 
friend, and maketh him his enemy for nothing. | of gold, and like a bracelet upon his right arm. 160 $1, 
och. 25-2 24 * A lye is a foul blot in a man, yet it is conti-J 22 A fooliſh man's foot is ſoon in his [neigh- * 
nually in the mouth of the untaught. 25 A | bour's] houſe: but a man of experience is a- 
thief is better than a man that is accuſtomed to | ſhamed of him. 23 A fool will peep in at the 
lye ; but they both ſhall have deſtruction to heri- | door into the houſe : but he that is well nurtured 
on tage. 26 The diſpoſition of a lyar is | diſhonour- will ſtand without. 24 It is the rudeneſs of a 
4--miny able, and his ſhame is ever with him. 27 A wiſe | man to hearken at the door: but a wiſe man will * 4 
man thall promote himſelf 7 horowr with his be grieved with the diſgrace. 25 The lips of 15 
words: and he that hath underſtanding will pleaſe ] talkers will be telling ſuch things as pertain not 
; Prov. 1. great men. 28 He that tilleth his land ſhall in- | unto them: but the words of ſuch as have under- 
5 creaſe his heap; and he that pleaſeth great | ſtanding are weighed in the balance. 26 'The 
x E. men ſhall get pardon for iniquity. 29 * Preſents | heart of fools is in their mouth: but the mouth 
23- 3. 5, and gifts blind the eyes of the wile, and || {top up | of the wiſe is in their heart. 27 When the un- 
19. his mouth that he cannot reprove. 30 Wifdom | godly curſeth Satan, he curſeth his own ſoul. 20 
Or. that is hid, and treaſure that is hoarded up, what | A © whiſperer defileth his own ſoul, and is hated . 
ml in the 1 4 1 _ both ? * 1 r v1 _— whereſoever he dwelleth. 
re" ic hideth his folly than a man that hideth his wil: | 8 
* 32 Neceſſary patience in ſeeking the CHAPTERS XXI. ; 
Lord is better than he that leadeth his life with- | 1 Cf the ee man, 3 and a foolſhdaughter. 7 _ N 
out a guide. cannot be taught. ꝙ Of good and bad children, Orc. i 
CHAPTER XXL Slothful man is compared to a filthy ſtone, 
i The duty of repentance and fleeing: from ſin. 4 The and every one will hiſs him out to his dif 
curſe of oppreſſion. 6 Other moral obſervations. grace. 2 A flothful man is compared to the 
Y ſon, haſt thou ſinned ? do ſo no more, but | filth of a dunghill : every man that takes it up 
»Pl.gn 4, alk * pardon for thy former ſins. 2 Flee | will ſhake his hand. 3 An evil-nurtured fon 15 
1. from fin as from the face of a ſerpent : for if | the diſhonour of his father that begat him: 


Rayrtecrions,—They who can ſpeak with propriety, ſhould exerciſe 
that talent to the benefit of their fellow-mortals. 
Cnrae. XXI. Ver. 27. When the ungodly curſeth Satan, he curſeth his own | 
faul.] Either becauſe they are both of the ſame diſpoſition, all curſing being 
deviliſh : or when a wicked man or ſlanderer blames another for being cenſo- 


profitable ſervants. 


rious, he condemns himſelf as an accuſer, 7 
| I 


ReFLECT 10ns.—Syſtematical knowledge requires much-Jabonr 101 | 
tience to reduce it to practice; and unleſs the pathons are poke 4 
and brought under the government of reaſon, men may be. 5 
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4 O0CRIYPHA.) C II A P. XXII. XXIII. A prayer for grace. 1.43 
„ * * av P X * a | 5 n 
gere a {fooliſh ] daughter is born to his lots, 4* A Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole Before 
canis wiſe daughter || ſhall bring an inheritance to her life, leave me not to their counlels, and let SE! 

— and: IV H {tly is her ta- - all by the | FE 
r huſband: but the tliat liveth diſhoneſtly is her ta- | me not fall by them. 2 Who will tet leourges —— 


"3 ther's heavinels. 5 She that is bold diſhonoureth 
% both her father and her huſband, but they both 
v7 5 ſhall deſpiſe her. 6 A tale out of ſeaſon | is as] 
% muſick in mourning : but ſtripes and correction 
of wildom are never out of time. 7 Wholo 
teacheth a fool is as one that glueth a potſherd 
together, and as he that waketh one from a found 
{lcep. & He that telleth a tale to a fool ſpeaketh 
to one in a {lumber : when he hath told his tale, 
he will ſay, What is the matter? 9 lt children 
live honcllly, and have || wherewithal, they ſhall 
„ cover the baſeneſs of their parents. 10 But 
children, being haughty, through diſdain and 
want of nurture do {tain the nobility of their 
1b 3.6. kindred, 11 > Weep for the dead, for he hath 
I{t the light: and weep for the fool, for he want- 
(th underſtanding : make little weeping for the 
dead, for he is at reſt : but ihe life of the fool is 
c ge. 1worle than death. 12 © Seven days do men mourn 
- for him that is dead; but for a fool and an un- 
godly man all the days of his life. 13 Talk not 
much with a fool, and go not to him that hath 
14. 12, no nnderitanding : beware of him, leſt thou 
n. have trouble, and thou ſhalt never be defiled 
o with || his foolerics : depart from him, and thou 
„ {halt find reſt, and never be diſquieted with mad- 
„ neſs. 14 What is heavier than lead? and what 
, is the name thereof, but a fool? 15 © Sand, and 
chow, 27. ſalt, and a maſs of iron, is eaſier to bear, than a 
4 man without underſtanding. 

16 As timber girt and bound together in a 
building cannot be looſed with ſhaking : ſo the 
heart that is ſtabliſhed by adviſed counſel ſhall 
fear at no time. 17 A heart ſettled upon a 
thought of underſtanding is as a fair plaiſtering 

on ON || the wall of a gallery, 18 Pales ſet on an 
„ high place will never ſtand againſt the wind: fo 
1 feartul heart in the Imagination of a fool can- 
not Hand egainlt any fear. 19 He that pricketh 
e eye will make tears to fall: and he that prick- 
eth the heart maketh it to ſhow her knowledge. 
20 Whoſo caſteth a ſtone at the birds frayeth 
10 41. them away: and he tl:at ' upbraideth his friend 
„  hreaketh triendſhip. 21 Though thou drewelt 
a (Word at thy friend, yet deſpair not: for there 
may be a returning [to favonr]. 22 If thou haſt 
opened thy mouth againit thy friend, tear not; 
tor there may be a reconciliation : except for up- 
. braiding, or pride, or? diſcloſing of lecrets, or a 
*** treacherous wound: for for theſe things every 
friend will depart. 23 Be faithful to thy neiphbour 
in his poverty, that thou mayelt rejoice in his proſ- 
perity : abide ſtedfaſt unto him in the time of his 
trouble, that thou mayeſt be heir with him in his 
heritage: for a mean eſtate is not always to be 
contemned: nor the rich that is tooliſh to be had 
in admiration. 24 As the vapour and {moke of a 
furnace goeth before the fire; ſo reviling before 
blood. 25 J will not be aſhamed to defend a 
triend ; neither will I hide myſelf from him. 26 
Aid if any evil happen unto me by him, every 
, ONE that hearethit will beware of him. 27 Who 
all {ct a watch before my mouth, and a ſeal of 
Wiidom upon my lips, that I fall-not ſuddenly by 
thein, and that my tongue deſtroy me not? 
| C HR AFTER &AAH: | 
1 A prayer for grace 10 flce from {1n. 7 Tie advan- 
ge of good diſcipline. g Againſt ſwearing, Oc. 
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Ci . XXII. Ver. 12, Seven days do men mourn, &c.] In that age, the 
mal mourning were not confined to a particular number of days, but 


bad for him: but ſeven days mourning were generally confined" to thoſe of an 
ona or midele rank, and that is the true meaning of the author. 

; Rep LECTIONSs,—They who confider how difficult their journey is through 
wy Hock ol this world, ought to reflect, that it is incumbent upon them 
+, 


— 


ay v4, n : 1 > PR 12 . . 
dev varied according to the quality of the perſon, or the reſpect the relations 


over my thoughts, and the ditcipline of witdom 
over mine heart? that they ſpare me not for 
wine ignorances, and it pals not by my ſins: 3 
Leſt mine ignorances incrèaſe, and my fins abound 
to my deſtructon, and 1 fall before mine adver- 
laries, and mine enemy rejoice over me, whole 
hope is far from thy mercy. 4 O Lord, Father 
and God of my life, give me not a proud look, 
but turn away from thy ſervants always || a! 0. : 
haugity mind. 5 urn away from me vain**""© 
hopes and concupilcence, and thou ſhalt hold him 
up that is defirous always to ſerve thee. 6 Let 
not the greedineſs of the belly nor luſt of the 
fleſh rake hold of me ; and give not over me thy 
ſervant into an impudent mind. 7 Hear, © ye 
children, the diſcipline of the mouth: he that 
keepeth it ſhall never be taken in his lips. 8 The 
ſinner ſhall be left in his fooliſhnets: both the 
evil ſpeaker and the proud ſhall fall thereby. 9 
Accultom * not thy mouth to {wearing ; neither © Es. 
uſe thyſelf to the naming of the Holy One. 107% ,;; v7 
For as a ſervant that is continually beaten ſhall Mah. 8. 
not be without a blue mark: fo heathat {weareth 
and nameth God continually ſhall not be faultleſs, 
t A man that uſeth much {weariny ſhall be filled 
with iniquity, and the plague ſhall never depart 
from his houle : if he ſhall offend, his fin ſhall be 
upon him: and it he acknowledge not his fin, he 
maketh a double oftence : and if he {wear in vain, 
he ſhall not be f innocent, but his houle fhall be » G&. 
full of calamitics. 12 There is a word that 184775. 
; | > Lev. 24. 

clothed about with death : God prant that it be 15, 16. 
not found in the heritage of Jacob ; for all ſuch 
things ſhall be far from the godly, and they ſhall 
not wallow in their fins. 13 Ule not thy mouth 
to intemperate {wearing, tor therein is the word 
of fin. 

14 Remember thy father and thy mother, when 
thou ſitteſt among great men. Be not forgetfil 
before them, and ſo thou by thy cuſtom become 
a fool, and wiſh that thou had{t not been horn, 
and © curſe the day of thy nativity. 15"Fhe «c 13 34 
man that is accuſtomed to opprobrions words s 
will never be reformed all the days of his life. 16.5. 
16 I'wolorts of men multiply fin, and the third 
will bring wrath: a hot mind isas a burning tire, 
it will never be quenched till it be conſumed: a 
fornicator in the body of his fleth will never ccaſe 
till he hath kindled a fire. 17 All bread is fweet e Prov. g. 
to a whoremonger, he wil! not leave off till he“. 
die. 18 A man that breaketh wedlock, ſaying 
thus in his heart, Who ſeeth me? J am compaſſed * 19> 24. 
about with darkneſs, the walls cover me, and no bl 16. 11; 
body ſceth me; what need I to fear? the Moſt !' 25: 
High will not remember my fins: 19 Such a ” 
man only feareth the eyes of men, and knoweth 
not that the eyes of the Lord are ten thouſand 
times brighter than the ſun, beholding all the sch. 15. 
ways of men, and conſidering the molt ſecret '7 
parts. 20 Heknew all things ere ever they were 
created; ſo allo after they were perfected he b Gen. x. 
looked upon them all. 21 This man ſhall be 37 , 
puniſhed in the ſtreets of the city, and where . 
he ſuſpecteth not he ſhall be taken. 22 Thus zz“ 
{ball it go alſo with the wife that lcaveth her huſ- 
band, and bringeth in an heir by || another. 22 y or, a 
For firſt, ſhe hath diſobeyed the law of the Moſt {578 
High; and ſecondly, the hath treſpaſſed againſt 2. 14. 


iis 


on all occaſions to make their addreſſes to God Almighty in humble and ear- 
neſt prayer. 

CAT. XXII. Ver 21. Shall be puniſhed in the fireets, &c.] The erimes 
of whoremongers and adulterers will be expoſed in public, before mankind in 
general, notwithſtanding the artifices they may make uſe of to conceal them, 
and at a time when they did not ſo much as ſuſpect that ſuch a judgment was 


likely to overtake them, 
7 RyFLECTIONS, 
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74] Wiſdom's beginning, dwelling, Cv. 


| Before her own huſband; and thirdly, {he hath played | gregations of jacob. 24 Faint not to be {lrg bei 


ener the whore in adultery, and brought children by | Mm the Lord; that he may conlirm you, Cleaye Ei, an 
— another man. 24 She ſhall be brought out into | unto him: for the Lord Almighty is Gcd alone, 22: 
10% the congregation, and || inquiſition ſhall be made and beſide him there is no other Saviour, 25 He 54% 
12 of her children. 25 Her children ſhall not take hlleth all things with his wiſdom, as“ Phiſon ang © Ge, - 
5. root, and her branches thall bring torth no fruit. as Ligris in the time of the new fruits, 26 He“ | 
26 She ſhall leave her memory to be curled; | maketh the underſtanding to abound like Eu— 
and her reproach ſhall not be blotted out. 27 | phrates, and as * Jordan in the time of the har- * 1 f. Oh, 
And they that remain ſhall know that there 1s | velt, 27 He maketh the doctrine of knowledge ai 
nothing better than the fear of the Lord, and | =ppear as the light, and as Geon in the time dt Co 
: that there is nothing ſweeter than to take heed | Vintage. 28 Lhe tirft man knew her not per- E U. 
unto the commandments of the Lord. 28 It is fectly: no more (ſhall the laſt find her out. 29 


great glory to follow the Lord, and to be re- For her thoughts are more than the tea, and he 


- 
x 
* 


ceived of him is long life. counſels protounder than the great deep. 30 [ 
EHAFIS:zx XXIV. 5 allo came out as a || brook irom a river, and a; 0. 71 
1 Wiſdom praiſeth herſelf ; 3 ſhewing ter begining, conduit wto a garden. 3 1 laid, 1 will water 25“ 
4 ber dwelling, 13 ner gt, 17 her fruit, Or. my belt garden, and will water abundantly m y | 
. p * 3 1C 515 ly n 0 . he. 
* | ISDOM ſhall praiſe hertelt, and ſhall | gardcu-bed : and, lo, my brook became a rwer, 1 
* glory in the midſt of her people. 2 In | and my river became a fea. 32 1 will yet inake . 
ly 


the congregation of the Molt High ſhall ſhe | doctrine to jhine as the mortung, and will {eu 
open her mouth, and triumph betore his power. | forth her light atar off. 33 I will yet pour out 


3 | came out of the mouth of the Molt High, | doctrine as prophecy, and leave it to all apes for > | 
o, and covered the earth as a || cloud, 4 I dwelt | ever. 34” Behold that 1 have not Jaboured tor * 
5— in high places, and* my throne is in a cloudy myſelf only, but for all them that ſcek wildom,. © = 
9 : . . . * 1 » Wa £ : » 
14- pillar. 5 1 alone compalled the circuit of hea- CHAT I ER: WV. 


6 PIL1% ven, and walked in the bottom of the deep. 6 | 1 Three t/ings lovely, and three hateful, 4 That ir be: 


In the waves of the ſea, and in ail the earth, and | c mn od age. 7 Ten things that make happy, &c. 
in every people and nation, | got a polteſſton, 7 * thrce things I || was beautified, and ſtood 6, 
With all thele 1 fought reit: and in Whole inhe— up beautiful both before God and men: the? 
ritance ſhall I abide? 8 So the Creator of all | unity * of brethren, the love of neighbours, a4 
things gave me a commandment, aud he that | man and a wite that agree together, 2 'I'hree 1.133. | 
made me cauſed my tabernacle to reſt, aud faid, | forts of men my ſoul hateth, and Jam greatly . *Þ 
Let thy dwelling be in Jacob, and thine inherit | offended at their life: a poor man that is proud, 
e Pov.8. tance in Iſrael. 9 He © created me from the a rich man that is a lyar, and an old adultercr 
wry beginning before the world, and 1 ſhall never that doateth. 3 it thou haſt gathered nothing 
d Eso. fail. 10 In the © holy tabernacle 1 ſerved betore | in thy youth, how cant thou find any thing in 


. 


2 Ft. 132. him; and fo was I eſtabliſhed in Sion. 11 © Like- | thine age? 4 O how comely a thing is judg- | 14 
785 14+ wile in the | beloved city he gave me reſt, and in nent for gray hairs, and tor anciene mon to 3 
1 Jeruſalem was my power. 12 And I took root know countel! 5 O how comely is the wildom S. 
in an honourable people, even in the portion of | of od men, and underitanding and countel to 3 
the Lord's inheritance. 13 I was exalted like a] men or honour! 6 Much experience is the . 
cedar in Libanus, and as a cypreſs tree, upon the | crown of old men, and the tear of God is their * 
mountains of Hermon. 14 1 was exalted like af glory. 7 There be nine tiüngs which 1 have 4 t 


ro 
* * 
—— 
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1 palm-tree in || Engaddi, and as a role-plant in jeri- | judged in mine heart to be happy, and the tent 
cho, as a fair olive-tree in a pleaſant field, and | | will utter with my tongue: A man that hat! 
105% grew up as a plane-tree || by the water. 15 * joy of his children; and he that liveth to lee tlc 
gave a ſweet ſmell like cinnamon and alpalathus, } tall of his enemy: 8 Well is him that dwellcth 
and 1 yielded a pleaſant odour like the beſt | with a wife of underſtanding, and that hath not . 
myrrh, as galbanum, and onyx, and {weet ſtorax, | flipped * with his tongue, and that hath not 9. ⁹ ß 
fEx04.30. and as the fume of frankincenſe in the taber- | ſerved a man more unworthy than himielt; 9 j.». ;.4 
3+ 3% nacle. 16 As the turpentine-tree { ſtretehed out | Well is him that hath found || prudence, and he | 0. | 
my branches, and my branches are the branches | that ſpeaketh in the ears of them that will hear: , 
z John 15. of honour and grace. 17* As the vine brought fi O how great is he that findeth wiſdom ! yet *g F 
4 | forth pleaſant favour, and my flowers are the | is there none above him that feareth the Lord. "Or, 
fruit of honour and riches. 18 I am the mother | i But the love of the Lord paſſeth all things for jute, 
of fair love, and fear, and knowledge, and holy j illumination: he that holdeth it, | whereto ſhall | s 
hope: I therefore, being eternal, am given to all j he be likened? 12 The fear of the Lord is the | 
o, my children which are | named of him. 19 beginning of his love: and faith is the beginning 
wy Come " unto me, all ye that be deſirous of me, | of cleaving unto. him. 
. and fill yourlelves with my fruits. 20 For my 13 [Give me] any plague, but the plague of 
i Pf 19. Memorial is' tweeter than honey, and mine inhe- the heart: © and any wickedneſs, but the wicked-** '/ 2 


n ritance than the honey-comb. 21 They that] neſs of a woman: 14 And any affliction, but Au 
cat me ſhall yet be hungry, and they that drink | the affliction from them that hate me: and any * 
me ſhall yet be thirity. 22 He that obeyeth me | revenge but the revenge of enemies. 15 "Fane 
thall never be confounded, and they that work | There is no head above the head of a ſerpeut: SHA 

\ Exod. 20. BY me ſhall not do amils, and there is no wrath above the wrath of an * 

. . . * . ' oV. ++ * 

1. 4 23.3. 23 All theſe things are the book of the cove- | enemy. 16 I had rather dwell with a lion". ol ...: 

go * nant of the moſt high God, ever the * law which | and a dragon, than to keep houle with a WICK- 24 105 

4 33-4 Moles commanded for an heritage unto the con- ed woman. 17 The wickedneſs of a Woman : 

, Nr 2 a 6 of Ret 
Reriections,—Weak and wretched as our condition is, yet we may reſt | end convince us that it is impoſlible for him to lye ; let us therefore rey cept de 
aſſured, that God will be with us, if we call upon his name, and worſhip him | them, and in ſo doing we ſhall at length enjoy that happineſs Wich be! 4 1 
in ſincerity, according to the rules laid down in his ſacred word. men nor devils can deprive us of. f jetle ſarpri With ti 
Car. XXIV. Ver. 3. I came out of the mouth, Sc.] We have here a Cray. XXV. Ver. 7. The fall of his enemy.] It 15 not a little * 2 0h 
clear alluſion to the origin of wiſdom and knowledge, as emanations of the | that the author of this book, who in moſt other reſpects appear : ro to his de Day t 
divine Being. The heathens had many confuſed notions of theſe things; | good moraliſt, ſhould conſider the ruin of an enemy as eſlentia * Foute 
but divine revelation alone will lead us to diſcern their ſource, progreſs, and | happineſs ; but this ariſes from no other cauſe than that ene bours vn is ber 
inellimable value. : ment ſo remarkable in the Jews, who eſteemed ſuch only as neig fragali 
REFLEGCT10+3,——All the promiſes of God are true; and he will in the | were of their own nation. IF 
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3 
gere changeth her face, and darkeneth her counte- 
cases ance f like ſackcloth. 18 Her huſband ſhall 
— ſi among his neighbours; and when he hear- 
"44. eth it ſhall ſigh bitterly. 19 All wickeduels is 
«3 hut little to the wickednels of a woman : let 
the portion of a ſinner fall upon her. 20 As 
the climbing up a landy way is to the fect of 
' the aged, 1o is a wife f full of words to a 
. quiet man. 21 Stumble not at the beauty of 
„a woman, and deſire her not tor pleaſure. 22 A 
9 7 5 woman, if ſhe maintain her hulband, is full of 
anger, impudence, and much reproach. 23 A 
wicked woman abateth the courage, maketh an 
heavy countenance and a wounded heart ; a wo- 
man that will not comfort her huloud in diltrets 
maketh weak hands and teeble knees. 24 Ot 
benz, the * woman came the beginning of fin, and 
ba. through her we all die. 25 Give the water no 
- paſlage; neither a wicked woman liberty to gad 
abroad. 26 If the go not as chou wouldeſt have 
2.24 her, cut her off frqn thy Hellt, and! give her a 
” 1 12, bill of divorce, and let her go. 
þ CHATTER: AXVE 
1 The bleſſings of 4 good wife, 4 and a $094 Conference. 
12 7 excellence of a good Woman, Oi. 
(Prov. 3. Leſſed is the man thiat hath * a virtuous wife, 
for the number of his days ſhi! be double. 
2 A virtuous woman rejolceth her huſband, and 
ror. 18. he ſhall fulfil the Fears of his life in pœnde. 3K 
* good wife is a good portion, whici ſhall be given 
in the portion of them that fear the Lord. 4 
Whether a man be rich or poor, if he have a 
good heart toward the Lord, he ſhall ac all times 
rejoice with a cheerfui countenance. 5 There 
be three things that mine heart fcareth; and for 
c the fourth I was fore afraid: f the flander of a 
„city, the gathering together of an unruly mul- 
titude, and a falie accuiation : all thele are wortc 


is a woman that is jealous over another woman, 
and a ſcourge of the tongue which communi- 
% catcth with all. 7 An evil wife is || a yoke ſhaken 
„to and fro: he that hath hold of her 1s as though 
he held a fcorpion. 8 A drunken woman and a 
gadder abroad cauſcth great anger, and ſhe will 
not cover her own ſhame. 9 1 he whoredom 
of a woman may be known in her haughty looks 
„n and eye-lids. 10 If thy daughter be ſhameleſs, 
Keep her in ſtraitly, leit the abuſe her ſelf through 
overmuch liberty. 11 Watch over an impudent 
eye: and marvel not if {he treſpaſs againlt thee, 
12 She will open her mouth, as a thirity travel- 
| er when he hath found a fountain, and drink of 
„ every water near her: by every | hedge will ſhe 
lit Cown, and open her quiver againſt every ar- 
row. 13 Ihe grace of a wife delighteth her hut- 

band, and her difcretion will fatten his bones. 
14 A ſilent and loving woman is a gift of the 
Lord; and there is nothing ſo much worth as a 
(G mind well inſtructed. 15 A ſhamefaced and faith- 
244 19] woman is a double grace, and her continent 
E Mind cannot be valued. ' 16 As the fun when it 
arileth i in the high heavens; ſo is the beauty of 
, * good wife in the || ordering of her houte. 17 
„ % As the clear light is upon the holy candleſtick; 
'v, fois the beauty of the face || in ripe age. 18 As 
©, thegolden pillars are upon the ſockets of lilver ; 
% ſo are the || fair feet with a conſtant I heart. 19 
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ba) 
OT SRC T ION dT he loving and forgiving our enemies is a divine pre- 
4 decuſtarly ſuited to chriſtians ; and no one can think it a grievous com- 
Ty ho compares the glorious victory of © overcoming evil with good,” 
* ine dumults and torments of a malicious and revengeful ſpirit. 
hy hk SAL Ver. 1. Blefed is the man that hath a wirtuous wife] He 
— N e ſtyled bleſſed x for a virtuous wife preſides peaceably in her 
% lee wk f NN with judgment, and is obeyed; the care of her family 
deal 8 elight, to that alone ſhe applies her ſtudy; and elegance with 
Sety is found within her manſion. a 


rkorioxg.—A pleaſure which only the virtuous can know, ſhould 


than death. 6 But a grief of heart and forrow : 
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My ſon, keep the flower of thine age found; and Bebe, 
give not thy ſtrongth to ſtrangers. 20 When ens! 
thou haſt gotten a fruitful polle lion through all — 
the held, low it with thine own feed, truſting 
in the goodnels of thy ſtock. 21 So thy race 
winch thou Jeavelt ſhall be magnitied, having 
the confidence of their good deſcent. 22 An 12 


harlot ſhall be accounted as | ſpittle; but a mar-. 
ried woman is a tower againlt death to her huſ: ee. 
band. 23 A wicked woman is given as a por- . 
tion to a wicked man: but a godly woman is 
given to him that teareth the Lord. 24 A di- 
honelt woman contemneta ſhame: but an honett 
Woman will revercuce her hutband. 25 A ſthame- 
lels woman fhall be counted as a dog; but ſhe 
that is ſhameſaced will jear the Lord. 26 A 
woman that honoureth her huſband ſhall be 
judged wiſe of all; but ſhe that diſhonoureth 
him in her pride ſhall be counted ungodly of all. 
27 A loud crving woman and a {cold ſhall be 
loug:1 out to drive away the enemies. 28 There 
be two things that oricve my heart; and the 
third maketh me angry: a man of war that ſut— 
tereth poverty, and" men of underltanding that 4 Fcclef. 9. 
are not ſet by; and * one that returpeth from {4.x 
righnteouliets to fin; the Lord prepazeth ſuch an 24- 
one for the tword. 29 A merchant thall hardly (ch. 27. 2- 
Kuep himicit from doing wrong; and an huck- 
{ter {hall not be freed from tin. 

OA ATI © - Avi 
1 The danger of fra in buying and felling, 4 A man's 

7 i the trial f hin, Oe. 

N ANY have ſinned for | a ſmall matter; and 7%. 28: 
| l he that“ ſecketh for abundance will turn || Or, « 
his eyes away. 2 As a nail ſticketh faſt between 7, 
the joinings of the {tones ; 1o doth fin ſtick cloſe b Prov. 24. 
between buying and felling. 3 Unleſs a man Tina. 6. 
held himſelf diligently in the fear of the Lord, 9. 
his hovte ſhall toon be overthrown. 4 As when 
one ſifteth with a ſicve, the refuſe remaineth ; 
lo the filth of man in ns || talk. 5 The furnace || or, 
proverth the potter's vellel ; fo the trial of man is 5 
in his realonins, 6 The fruit declareth if the 2. 
tree have been drefled; ſo is the utterance of a CON . 
conceit in the heart of man. 7 Praiſe no man 
before thou hcareſt him ſpeak ; for this is the 
trial of men. © If thou fotlowett righteouſneſs, 
thou jhalt obtain her, and put her on, as a glo- 
rious long robe. 9 The birds will refort unto 
their like; ſo will truth return unto them that 
practiſe in her. 10 As the lion lieth in wait for the 
prey ; lo in for them that work iniquity. 11 The 
d:[courſe of a godly man is always with wiſdom; 
but a fool changeth as the moon. 12 If thou be 
among the indiſcrect, oblerve the time; but be 
continually among men of underſtanding. 13 
The diſcourſe of tools is irklome, and their ſport 
js the wantonnels of ſin. 14 The talk of him ec. 23-43 
that {weareth much maketh the hair ſtand up- 
right ; and their brawls make one ſtop his ears. 

15 The ſtrife of the proud is blood-ſhedding, and 
their revilings are grievous to the ear. 16 Whoſo 
diſcovereth tecrets loſeth his credit; and ſhall 
never find friend to his mind. | 

17 Love thy friend, and be faithful unto him 
but * if thou bewrayelt his ſecrets, follow no feu 22. 
more after him. 18 For as a man hath deſtroy- *. 
ed his enemy; ſo halt thou loſt the love of thy 
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always take place between the huſband and wife, With matual delight they 
communicate ſuch things to each other, as ſhall conduce to render their lives 
happy; and when afflictions take place, they are ever ready to ſympathize 
and alleviate each other's ſorrows. | 

Cu ar. XXVII. Ver. 12. If thou be among the indiſcreet, obſerve the time.] 
The true meaning of this precept is, that without urgent buſineſs, or ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, we ſhould never enter into the company of looſe diſorderly 
people; and, when compelled by either of theſe motives, we ſhould make 


our ſtay as ſhort as poſſible, and engage in no converſation but what imme- 
diately concerns the buſineſs we go upon. | 


Ferrzertoss. 
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76] Againſt revenge, ſtrife, and railing. ECCLESIASTICUS. 
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Before neighbour. 19 As one that letteth a bird go {word : but not fo many as have tallen by the Bete 10 
8 out of his hand, ſo haſt thou let thy neighbour | tongue. 19 Well is he that is defended from it, 0s + cy 


go, and ſhalt not get him again. 20 Follow 
after him no more, for he is too far off; he is 
as a roe eſcaped out of the ſnare. 21 As for a 
wound it may be bound up; and after reviling 
there may be reconcilement : but he that be- 
x Prev. 10. Wrayeth ſecrets is without hope. 22 He“ that 
52 winketh with the eyes worketh evil : and he that 
knoweth him will depart from him. 23 When 
thou art preſent, he will ſpeak {weetly, and will 


18 admire thiy words: but at the laſt he will || writhe 
ſpeech. his mouth, and flander thy ſayings. 24 J have 


hated many things, but nothing like him ; for 
the Lord will hate him. 25 Whoſo caſteth a {tone 
on high caſteth it on his own head; and a deceit- 
+ P7-15. ful ftroke ſhall make wounds. 26 * Wholo dig- 
7.  geth a pit ſhall fall therein: and he that ſetteth 
cle. 29. a trap ſhall be taken therein. 27 He that work. 
i PC. g. 15, eth miſchief, it ſhall fall upon him, and he ſhall 


* 35-3 not know whence it cometh. 25 Mockery and 
k Devt, reproach are from the proud; but * vengeance, as 
Non,, a lion, ſhall lie in wait for them. 29 They that 
19. rejoice at the fall of the righteous ſhall be taken 
in the ſhare; and anguiſh ſhall conſume them 
before they die. 30 Malice and wrath, even 
thele are abominations ; and the ſinful man ſhall 
have them both. 
CHAPTER XXVIII. 
. 1 4oainft revenge, 8 ſtrife, 13 and backbiting. 
Fs E that revengeth ſhall find vengeance 
om. 13. the Lord, and he will ſurely keep his {ins 


99:16, Lin remembrance]. 2 * Forgive thy neighbour 
14- the hurt that he hath done unto thee, ſo ſhall thy 
mus 17: fins alſo be forgiven when thou prayeſt. 3< One 
Luke 6, man beareth hatred againſt another, and doth he 
Aus. leek pardon from the Lord? 4 He ſheweth no 
% c mercy to a man, which is like hiniſelf: and doth 
he aſk forgivenels of his own fins? 5 If he that 
is but, fleſh nouriſh hatred, who will intreat for 
pardon of his fins? 6 Remember thy end, and 
let enmity ceaſe; [remember] corruption aud 
death, and abide in the commandments. 7 Re- 
member the commandments, and bear no malice 
to thy neighbour : [remember] the covenant of 
ch. 8. 1. the Higheſt, and wink at ignorance. 8* Abſtain 
trom ſtrife, and thou ſhalt diminiſh thy fins: for a 
furious man will kindle {trife. 9 A ſinful man diſ- 
uieteth friends, and maketh debate among them 
re. chat be at peace. ro As the matter of the fire 
is, ſo it burneth : and as a man's ſtrength is, ſo 
is his wrath; and according to his riches his 
anger riſeth;-and the ſtronger they are which 
contend, the more they will be inflamed. 11 An 
haſty contention kindleth a fire: and an hatty 
tighting ſheddeth blood. 12 If thou blow the 
park, it ſhall burn: if thou ſpit upon it, it ſhall 
be : mma and both theſe come out of thy 
mouth. 


d 


ich, 21. 13 * Curſe the whiſperer and double-tongued: 
ha tor ſuch have deſtroyed many that were at peace. 
14 A backbiting tongue hath diſquieted many, 
and driven them from nation 7 nat ion: ſtrong 
cities hatli it pulled down, and overthrown the 
%% houſes of great men. 15 A | backbiting tongue 


hath caſt out virtuous women, and deprived them 
ot their labours. 16 Whoſo hearkeneth unto it 
ſhall never find reſt, and never dwell quictly. 
1% The ſtroke of the whip maketh marks in the 
tleſh: but the ſtroke of the tongue breaketh the 
bones. 18 Many have fallen by the edge of bs 
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RETLICTIoxSs.—Let us be aſſiduous in the ſtudy and acquiſition of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, which irradiate our rational faculties, and place us 
ſuperior to the beaſts that perich. ; 

Char. XXVII. Ver. 1. He that rewvengeth, &c.) The crime of revenge 
merits the ſevereſt reprehenſion both from God and man; for it not only 
invades the diy ine preiogat,yo, vi rendering to every one according to their 

; 


and hath not paſſed through the venom thereof: 
who hath not drawn the yoke thereof; nor hat, 7 


. . 1. 
been bound in her bands. 20 For the yoke there. 
of is a yoke of iron, and the bands thereof u une 
bands of, braſs. 21 The death thereof is an c 2 


death, the grave were better than it. 22 It (a1! 2 
not have rule over them that fear God, neith: ; 
ſhall they be burned with the flame thereof. 23 
Such as forſake the Lord ſhall fall into it; and jr 
ſhall burn in them, and not be quenched; it ſhall 
be ſent upon them as a lion, and devour them as 
a leopard. 24 Look that thou hedge thy pol 
ſeſſion about with thorns, and bind up thy filver 
and gold, 25 And weigh thy words in a balance, 
and make a door and bar for thy mouth, 
Beware thou ſlidę not by it, leſt thou fall before 
him that lieth in wait. 
CHAP TER XXIX. 

1 Of lending, and borrowing with good fiith, g Of ii. 

berality to the poor. 14 Of ſuretiſbib, Oc. 

E * that is merciful will lend unto his neioht- : r; ;- 

bour ; and he that ſtrengtheneth his hand ** J 

keepeth the commandments, 2* Lend to thy*** ẽꝓ; 
neighbour in time of his need, and pay thou thy V,; 
neighbour again in due ſeaſon. 3 Kecp thy 7%... 
word, and deal faithfully with him, and thou ſhalt :;. 
always find the thing that is necetlary tor thee, 
4 Many, when a thing was lent them, reckoned 
it to be found, and put them to trouble that 
helped them. 5 Lill he hath received, he will ; 
kiſs a man's hand ; and tor his neighbour's mo- 1 
ney he will ſpeak ſubmilsly : but when he ſhould 
repay, he wil croicns the time, and return words 
of grief, and complain of the time. 6 || If be 
prevail, he ſhall hardly receive the half, and he ««. 
will count as if he had found it : it not, he hath 
deprived him of his money, and he hath coiten 
him an enemy without cauſe : he payeth him * | 
with curlings and railings ; and for honour he 
will pay him diſgrace. 7 Many therefore have 
refuled to lend for other mey's i dealing, icaring 
to be defrauded. 8 Yet have thou patience with 
a man in poor eſtate, and delay not to fhew him 
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mercy. 9 Help the poor fer the command-*{,**" 
ment's fake, and turn him not away becauie of | 
his poverty, 10 Loſe thy money for thy brother | 
and thy friend, and * let it not ruſt under a tones 
to be loſt. 11 Lay up thy treaſure according to, ;,,... 
the commandments of the Moſt High, and it . 
ſhall bring thee more profit than gold. 12* Shot, ſin. 
up alms in thy ſtorehouſes: and it {hall deſiver in 
thee from all affliction. 13 It ſhall fight for thee ;.. j 
againſt thine enemies better than a mighty ſhield 55 . 
and ſtrong ſpear. „ 78, 1: T 
14 An honeſt man is ſurety for his neighbour :' | þ 
but he that is impudent will || forlake him. 15794" I 
Forget not the friend{hip of thy turety, tor he, n 

hath given his life for thee, 16 A linner Wit u 
overthrow the good eſtate of his ſurcty: 17 "ng \ 
And he that is of an unthankful mind wil leave Fn 
him ſin danger] that delivered him. 18 Surf. > 
ſhip hath undone many cf good eſtate, and fhaken 1 270.4. 2 

E 


them as a wave of the ſca: mighty men bath deu. v 


driven from their houſes, fo that they wandered 1 te 
among ſtrange nations. 19 A wicked man u, cc 
greſſing the commandments of the Lord {nal a In 
into ſuretiſhip : and he that undertaketh and tor * 40 
Joweth other men's buſineſs for gain thall fall into Cc 
ſuits. 20 Help thy neighbour according, to d c. fo 
— — 1 _— — pr 

lif 


. 0 95 19 en all mea as we v9 
deeds; but is a breach of that golden rule, of dong to all mea as 


be done by. ä 

REFPLITCTIONSs.— Whatever injuries We may receive, » co No ing en "RA 
malevolent tongues and ſlanders of our enemies, yet ther u to f 

1 chiefs ſioned by our giving '* oh 

pared with the miichiefs that, may be occaſioned Dy d = 3 

vindictive ſpirit. Cal No. V. 
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ue power, and be ware that thou thyſelf fall not into 

G15 the fame. 21 The chief thing for life is water, 

and bread, and clothing, and an houſe to cover 

1 ſhame. 22 Better is the life of a poor man in a 
mean cottage, than delicate fare in another man's 
una. houſe. 23 Be it little or much, hold thee con- 
* tented, that thou hear not the reproach of thy 
houſe. - 24 For it is a miſerable life to go from 
houſe to honſe: for where thou art a ſtranger, 
thou dareſt not open thy mouth. 25 'Thou ſhalt 
entertain, and feaſt, and have no thanks : more- 
over thou ſhalt) hear bitter words: 26 Come, 
thou itranger, and furniſh a table, and feed me of 
that thou haſt ready. 27 Give place, thou 
ſtranger, to an hoacurable man; my brother 
con:eth to be lodged, and I have need of mine 
houſe. 28 "Theſe things are grievous to a man 
of underitanding ; the upbraiding of houle-room, 
and reproaching of the lender. 
CHAPTER AXAX. 
1 De ben fit of corretting children. 7 The miſchief of 
onaly indulging them, Oc. 
Gan. 1 E * that loveth his fon cauſeth him oft to feel 
. the rod, that he may have joy of him in the 
end. 2 He that chaſtiſeth his ſon ſhall have || joy 
+ in him, and ſhall rejoice of him among his || ac- 
- quaintance. 3 He that“ teacheth his ſon griev- 
eth the enemy: and before his friends he ſhall re- 
6. joice of him. 4 Though his father die, yet he 
is as though he were not dead: for he hath left 
one behind him that is like himſelf. 5 While he 
nz, lived, he © ſaw and rejoiced in him: and when he 
died he was not forrowful, 6 He leſt behind 
him an avenger agaiait his enemies, and one that 
ſhall requite kindneſs to his friends. 7 He that 
maleth too much of his ſon ſhall bind up his 
wounds ; and his bowels will be troubled at every 
cry. 8 An horſe not broken becometh head- 
ſtrong : and a child left to himſelf will be wilful. 
„ 9 Cocker thy child, and he ſhall make || thee 
afraid: play with him, and he will bring thee to 
heavineſs. 10 Laugh not with him, leſt thou 
have forrow with him, and leſt thou gnaſh thy 
i72;.tecth in the end. 11 * Give him no liberty in his 
nes, and wink not at his follies. 12 Bow down 
iis neck while he is young, and beat him on the 
ſides while he is a child, leſt he wax ſtubborn, and 
be diſobedient unto thee, and ſo bring ſorrow to 
thine heart, 13 Chaſtiſe thy ſon, and hold him 
to labour, leſt his lewd behaviour be an offence 
unto thee. 

14 Better is the poor, being ſound and ſtrong 
of conſtitution, than a rich man that is afflicted 
in his body. 15 Health and good eſtate of body 
are above all gold, and a ſtrong body above infi- 
15 nite wealth. 16 There is no riches above a ſound 
4 body, and no joy above the joy of the heart. 17 

Death is better than a bitter life or continual ſick- 
nels. 18 Delicates poured upon a mouth ſhut 
up are as meſſes of meat ſet upon a grave. 19 
What good doeth the offering unto an idol? for 
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of Men. 


Gnalnh. 


. E neither can it eat nor ſmell : ſo is he that is || per- 
** tecuted of the Lord. 20 He ſeeth with his eyes 
and groaneth, as an eunuch that embraceth a 
rein and ſigheth. 21 * Give not over thy mind 
e do heavineſs, and afflict not thyſelf in thine own 
* Ccounlel, 22 The gladneſs of the heart is the 
ie of man, and the || joyfulneſs of a man pro- 
longeth his days. 23 Love thine own ſoul, and 
V comfort thy heart, remove ſorrow far from thee: 
for ſorrow bath killed many, and there is no 

profit therein, 24 Fnvy and wrath ſhorten the 
life, and carefulneſs bringeth age before the time. 


Cap - 

2 XXX. Ver. 13. Hold bin to labour. J. This is a caution to parents 

21 the ü to become habitual to their children, ſince it 15 truly 
„ent ok vice. 7 
0. VII. 


Moderation needful, [7 þ 


25 | A cheerful and good heart will have a care Before 
ot his meat and diet. CH RIST 


CHAPTER: XXX 8 — | 
t Of the diſire of riches. 12 Of moderation and ex- 4 new. | 


cofs in eating and drinking, [ 

V ATChING for * riches conſumeth the i 1+. j 
fleſh, and the care thereof driveth away “ **- 

fleep. ' 2 Watching, care will not let a man flum- 

ber, as a ſore diſcaſe breaketh ſleep. 3 Ihe rich I 

hath great labour in gathering riches together ; | 

and when he reſteth, he is filled with his deli- | 

cates. 4 The poor laboureth in his poor eſtate; | | 

and when he leaveth off, he is {till needy. 5 He \ 

that loveth gold ſhall not be juſtified, and he that || 

tolloweth corruption ſhall 2 enough thereof. 

6 * Gold hath been the ruin of many, and their bc. 8. 2. 

deſtruction was preſent. 7 lt is a ſtumbling- block 

unto them that ſacriſice unto it, and every fool 

ſhall be taken therewith. 8 Blefled is the rich < Luke 6. 

that is found without blemiſh, and hath not gone“ 

after gold. 9 Who is he? and we will call him 

bleſſed : for wonderful things hath he done a- 

mong his people. 10 Who hath been tried there- 

by, and found pertect ? then let him glory. Who 

might offend, and hath not offended ? or done | 

evil, and hath not doneit? 11 His goods ſhall 

be eſtabliſhed, and the congregation ſhall declare 

his alms. 12 If thou fit at a bountiful table, 

ben not greedy upon it, and ſay not, There is « Pr. 147. 

much meat on it. 13 Remember that *a wicked h. 

eye is an evil thing: and what is created more », >» 3. 

wicked than an eye? therefore it weepeth || upon P37 *7 

every occaſion, 
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14 Stretch not thine band whi- «p< e 
therſoever it looketh, and thrult it not with him 3 
into the diſh. 15 Judge of thy neighbour by + Match. 
thyſelf: and be diſcreet in every point. 16 Eat, ky ring 
as it becometh a man, thoſe things which are ſet || % 
before thee; and devour not, leſt thou be hated. n 
[7 Leave off firſt for manner's ſake; and be not %, 
unſatiable, leit thou oltend. 


p rent 4. 
18 When thou ſit- f. ny 


teſt among many, reach not thine hand out firſt * 
of all. | 


19 A very little is ſufficient for a man well nur- 


tured, || and he fetcheth not his wind ſhort upon On 
his bed. 20 Sound ſſcep cometh of moderate 5% 


eating: he riſeth early, and his wits are with him: «nd &w- 
but the pain of watching, and choler, and pangs““ 

of the belly, are with an unſatiable man. 21 

And if thou haſt been forced to eat, ariſe, go 

| forth, vomit; and thou ſhalt have reſt. 22 N 

ſon, hear me, and deſpiſe me not, and at the laſt 

thou ſhalt find as I told thee : in all thy works be 

quick, ſo ſhall there no ſickneſs.come unto thee. 

23* Whoſo is liberal of his meat, men ſhall ſpeak t Prov. 2:4 
well of him; and the report of his good houſe- 7 
keeping will be believed. 24 But againſt him 

that is a niggard of his meat the whole city ſhall 
murmur ; and the teſtimonies of his niggardneſs 

ſhall not be doubted of. 25 Shew not thy * vali- b 10. 3. 
antneſs in wine; for wine hath deſtroyed many. jau 
26 The furnace proveth the edge by dipping : ſo 3.2, 4 
doth wine the hearts of the proud by drunken- 

neſs. 27* Wine is as good as life to a man, if it k H 1044 
be drunk moderately : what is life then to a man 3; 1. 
that is without wine? for it was made to make 6, z. 
men glad. 28 Wine meaſurably drunk and in 
ſeaſon, bringeth gladneſs of the heart, and cheer- 

fulneſs of the mind: 29 But wine drunken with 

excels maketh bitterneſs of the mind, with brawl- 

ing and quarrelling. 30 Drunkenneſs increaſeth 

the rage of a fool till he offend : it diminiſheth 
ſtrength, and maketh wounds. 31 Rebuke not 

thy neighbour at the wine, and deſpiſe him not in 
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RTI IC TIONS. -A good conſcience 1s a continual feaſt, but guilty actions, | 
perſiſted in and unpardoned, will entail miſery on us for ever. N 
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hi- nirth: give him no deſpitefut words, and preſs 

nod upon him with urging him | to drink, ] 

CHAPTER XXII. 
Of the duty of him that is maſter of a feaſt, ht. 
thou be made the matter [of a feat}, lift 
not thyſelf up, but be among them as one of 
the reſt; take diligent care for them, and ſo fit 
down. 2 And when thou halt done all thy of- 
fice, take thy place, that thou mayelt be merry 
with them, and receive a crown for thy well or- 
dering of rhe feaſt. 3 Speak, thou that art the 
elder, for it becometh thee, but with ſound judg- 
ment; and hinder not muſick. 4 * Pour not out 
words where there is a muſician, and ſhew not- 
forth wiſdom out of time. 5 A concert of mu- 
ſick in a banquet of wine is as a ſignet of carbun- 
cle ſet in gold. 6 As a ſignet of an emerald ſet 
in a work of gold, ſo is the melody of muſick 
with pleaſant wine. 7 Speak, young man, it 
there be need of thee: and yet ſcarcely when 
thou art twice aſked. 8 Let thy ſpeech be ſhort, 
comprehending much in few words; be as one 
that knoweth and yet holdeth his tongue. g* lt 
thou be among great men, make not thyſelf 
equal with them; and when ancient men are in 
place, uſe not many words. 10 Before the thun. 
der goeth lightning; and before a ſhamefaced 
man ſhall go favour. 11 Riſe up betimes, and 
be not the laſt; but get thee home without delay. 
12 There take thy paſtime, and do what thou 
wilt: but fin not by proud ſpeech. 13 And tor 
theſe things bleſs him that made thee, and hat! 
repleniſhed thee with his good COS. 
14 Whoſo feareth the Lord vill receive his 
diſcipline ; and they that ſeek him early ſhall find 
favour. 15 He that ſeeketh the law ſhall be 
filled therewith : but the hypocrite will be of 
tended thereat. 16 They that fear the Lord 
ſhall find judgment, and ſhall kindle juſtice as 3 
light. 17 A ſinful man will not be reproved, 
but findeth an excuſe according to his will. 18 
A man of counſel will be conſiderate; but a 
ſtrange and proud man is not daunted with fear, 
even when of himſelf he hath done without coun- 
ſel. 19 Do nothing without advice; and when 
thou haſt once done, repent not. 20 Go not in 
the way wherein thou nfayelt fall, and ſtumble 
not among the ſtones. 21 Be not confident in 
a plain way. - 22 And beware of thine own chil- 
dren. 23 In every good work truſt thy own 
ſoul ; for this is the keeping of the command- 
ments. 24 He that believeth in the Lord taketh 
heed to the commandments; and he that trult- 
eth in him || ſhall fare never the worle, 
CHAPTER ASXHI, 
The ſafety of him that feareth the Lord, &. 

HERE * ſhall no evil happen unto him that 
feareth the Lord; * but in teinptation even 
again he will deliver him- 2 A wiſe man hateth 
not the law; but he that is as an hypocrite therein 
is as a ſhip in a ſtorm. 3 A man of underſtand- 
ing trulteth in the law: and the law is faithful 
unto him, || as an oracle. 4 Prepare what to ſay, 
and ſo thou ſhalt be heard: and bind up inſtruc- 
tion, and then make anſwer. 5 The 7 heart ef 
the fooliſh is like a cart heel; and his thoughts 
are like a rolling axle-tree. 6 A ttallion horle is 
as a mocking friend, he neigheth under every one 
that ſitteth upon him. 7 Why doth one day ex- 
cel another, when as all the light of every day 
of the vear is of the ſun? 8 By the knowledge 
of the Lord they were diſtinguiſhed: and he al- 
tered ſeaſons and fealts. 9 Some of them hath 
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ou ſhalt end thy days, and finiſh thy life, diltri- 
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he made high days, and hallowed ther, and 

of them hath he {| made ordinary days. N CHRIS; 
all men are from the ground, and * Adam was 2% 
created of earth, 11 ln much knowledge tlie 
Lord hath divided them, and made their ways di- b ee i 
verſe. 12 Some of them hath he bleſſed and ex- Ta, Þ 
alted, and ſome of them hath he ſanctified, and let K 
near himſelf: but ſome of them hath he curſed 

and brought low, and turned out of their | places. 1 0, 

13 As the clay is in the potter's hand, to faſhion 4». 
it at his pleaſure : ſo man is in the hand of hin ys I 
that made him, to render to them as liketh him Hr ⁰ 6. 
beſt. 14 Good is ſet againſt evil, and life againlt n 1. 
death : ſo is the godly againſt the ſinner, and the *-": s. 
ſinner againſt the godly. 15. So look upon all 
the works of the Molt High; and * there are t 4 
two and two, one againſt another. 16 J waked * 
up laſt of all, as one that || gathereth after the 0. 
grape-gatherers : by the bleſting of tlie Lord 1. 
profited, and filled my wine-prels like a gatherer 

of grapes. 17 * Conſider that I laboured not for : &.:, 
i eo only, bat for all them that ſeek learning.“ 

18 Hear me, O ye great men of the people, and 
hearken with your ears, ye rulers of the congre- 
gation. 19 Give not thy ſon and wife, thy bro- 
ther and friend, power over thee while thou liveſt, 

and give not thy goods to another: leſt it repent 
thee, and thou intreat for the ſame again. 20 As 
long as thou livelt and haſt breath in thee, || give 10; 
iot thyſeif over to any. 21 For better it is that“ 
thy children ſhould ſeek to thee, than that thou 
(houldeſt || ſtand to their courtely. 22 lu all thy 10%, 
works keep to thyſelf the pre-eminence ; leave . 


«4 0 8 their 
not a ſtain in thine honour. 23 At the time when 4. 
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bute thine inheritance. 24 Fodder, a wand, and oi 
burdens, are for the als; and bread, correction,“ 
and work, for a ſervant. 25 If thou ſet thy fer- 
vant to labour, thou ſhalt find reſt : but if thou 
let him go idle, he ſhall ſeek liberty. 26 A yoke 
and a collar do bow the neck : ſo are tortures and 
torments for an evil ſervant. 27 Send him to la- 
bour, that he be not idle: for idleneſs teacheth 
much evil. 28 Set lim to work, as is fit for him: „ 
if he be not obedient, put on more heavy fetters. 8 
29 But be not exceſſive toward any; and witlt 
out diſcretion do nothing. 3o * If thou have a bd, 
lervant, let him be unto thee as thyſelf, becauſe 
thou haſt bought him with a price. 31 If thou 2 
have a ſervant, intreat him as a brother: for thou * © | 
haſt need of him, as of thine own ſoul : if thou N 
intreat him evil, and he run from th.e, which 
way wilt thau go to ſeek him? 2 
CHAPTER XXXIV. 
1 Of dreams. 9 The advantage of travelliug, Ex. 
1 hopes of a man void of underſtanding are Ota. 
vain and falſe: and dreams lift up fools. 2 
W holo | regardeth dreams is like him that catch- 0%, 
eth at a ſhadow, and followeth after the wind. «..: 
3 The viſion of dreams is the reſemblance of one 
thing to another, even as the * likeneſs of a face “““ 
to a face. 4 Of an unclean thing what can be e 1 
cleanſed? and from that thing which is falſe what 
truth can come? 5 Divinations, and ſoothſay ings, 
and dreams, are vain: and the heart fanſieth, as 
a woman's heart in travail. 6 If they be not lent | 
from the Moſt High in thy viſitation, || ſet not &, 
thy heart upon them. 7 F or dreams have de- 
ceived many, and they have failed that put their 
truſt in them. 8 The law ſhall be found perfect 
without lyes: and wiſdom is perfection to a faith- 
ful mouth. 9 A man that hath travelled know-. 
eth many things; and he that hath much expe- 
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Cuar. XXXII. Ver. 17. 4 iuful mau, &c.] Some men, even after be- 
ing convicted by tue evidence of their own conſciences, yet will not bear to 
be reproved; nay, it often happens that a wicked man becomes worſe in con- 
ſequence of being put in mind of his duty, than ever he had been. 
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time is, let us every morning recommend ourſelves to the Dire en 
beg that he would attend us through the day with his preſence and lie- 


favour ; and every evening give him thanks for his mercies. Coal 
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zefore rience will declare wiſdom. 10 He that hath no 
carlsT experience knoweth little: but he that hath tra- 
£2 yelled is full of prudence. 11 When | travelled, 
I ſaw many things; and I underſtand more than 
I can expreſs, 12 J was oft-times in danger of 
death: yet I was delivered becauſe of theſe things. 
13 The ſpirit of thoſe that fear the Lord ſhall 
live; for their hope is in him that faveth them. 
14 Whoſo feareth the Lord ſhall not fear nor 
be afraid; for he is his hope. 15 Blefled is the 
- ſoul of him that feareth the Lord: to whom doth 
Ane. he look? and who is his ſtrength? 16 For © the 
15 eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him, 
x62, he * is their mighty protection and ſtrong ſtay, a 
491. defence trom heat, and a cover from the ſun at 
„ noon, a preſervation from ſtumbling, and an help 
from falling. 17 He raileth up the ſoul, and 
lighteneth the eyes: he giveth health, life, and 
fr. 21. bleſſing. 18 * He that ſacrificeth of a thing wrong- 
#4 fully gotten, his offering is ridiculous ; and || the 
mis. gifts of unjuſt men are not accepted. 19 The 
15 Moſt High is not pleaſed with the ofterings of 
the wicked; neither is he pacihed for ſin by the 
multitude of ſacritices. 20 Whoſo bringeth an 
offering of the goods of the poor doeth as one 
that killeth the ſon before his father's eyes. 21 
Ihe bread of the needy is their life: he that de- 
fraudeth him thereof is a man of blood. 22 He 
that tuketh away his neighbour's living flayeth 
lng. him; and he that * defraudeth the labourer of 
ke: his hire is a blood-ſhedder. 23 When one build- 
„ eth, and another pulleth down, what profit have 
they then but labour? 24 When one prayeth, 
and another curieth, whole voice will the Lord 
ab. hear? 25 He that waſheth himſelf after the 
+1 touching of a dead body, if he touch it again, 
Aber. 2 what availeth his waſhing? 26 So is it with a 
en, man that falteth for his fins, and goeth again, 
and doeth the ſame: who will hear his prayer? 

or what doth his humbling profht him? 

GH TER XXV. 

Of ſacrifices well plraſing to God, Wc 

„n. E that keœepeth the law bringeth offerings 
— cnough : he that taketh heed to the com- 
es mandment offereth a peace-offering, 2 He that 
1.6.0, Fequitcth a good turn offereth tine flour; and he 
that giveth alms facrifticeth praiſe. 3 Jo de- 
part from wickednels is a thing pleaſing, to the 


„I. 
unk 12. 


„Lord; and to forſake unrightcoutnels is a propi- 


kia. ag. tiation. 4 Thou ſhalt not appear empty before 
d g. We Lord. 5 For all theſe things [are to be done] 
„ becaule of the commandment. 6 1 he ottering 
of the righteous maketh the altar fat, and the 
uc g. lweet favour thereof i before the Moſt High. 
0% % 7 Lhe ſacrifice of a juſt man is acceptable, and 
oY; the memorial thereof ſhall never be forgotten. 
8 © Give the Lord his honour with a good eye, 
e. 2nd diminiſh not the firſt fruits of thine hands. 
= 4M: 5.3. 9 © In all thy gifts ſhew a cheerful countenance, 
dg and dedicate thy tithes with gladneſs. 10 Give 
5 dg unto the Moſt High according as he hath enrich- 
jo 2.7” ei thee;. and as thou haſt gotten, give with a 
- chcertul eye. 11 * For the Lord recompenſeth, 
e „ and will give thee {even times as much. 
i, . 12 | Do not think to corrupt with gifts; for 
alk ſuch be will not receive: and truſt not to unrigh- 
wn, teous ſacriſices; for the Lord is judge, and with 
Gr, Hirn is no reſpect of perſons. 13 He will not ac- 


a " \, cept any perton apainit a poor man, but * will hear 
Ka. the prayer of the opprelied. 14 He will not de- 
„ biſc the fupplicatiou of the fatherleſs; nor the 
bor: Widow, when the poureth out her complaint. 15 
o not the tears run down the widow's cheeks ? 
den AK not her Cry againſt him that cauſeth them 


| 
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N XXXV. Ver. 20. Mercy is ſeajonatle—as clouds of rain.] As the 
* in a dry ſealon, longs for rain with the greatett avidity; fo the poor 
e perion jongs for the hand of benevolenge to afjit and relieve him. 
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Prayer for the church. {79 


to fall? 16 He that ſerveth the Lord ſhall be ac- Before 
cepred with favour, and his prayer fſhill reach eier 
anto the clouds, 17 Ihe prayer of the humble 
pierceth the clouds: and till it come nigh, he will 

not be comforted ; and will not depart, till the 

Moſt High ſhall behold to judge righteouſly, and 
execute judgment. 18 For the Lord will not 12 Pe. ;, 
be ſlack, neither will the Mighty be patient toward“ 
them, till he have ſmitten in funder the loins of 

the unmerciful, and repayed vengeance to the 
heathen ; till he have taken away the multitude 

of the || proud, and broken the ſceptre of the un- , 
righteous; 19 'I'ill he have ” rendered to every 4 
man according to his deeds, and to the works-of Þ . 
men according to their devices; till he have judged 

the cauſe of his people, and made them to rejoice 

in his mercy. 20 Mercy is + leatonable in the t Gr. fair, 
time of affliction, as — of rain in the time of 
drought, 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

A prayer for the church againſt the enemics thereof. 

AVE mercy upon us, O Lord God of all, 

and behold us: 2 And fend thy fear upon all 

the nations that ſcek not after thee. 3 Lift up thy a Jer. 10, 
nand || againit the ſtrange nations, and let them je, . 
lee thy power. 4 As thou walt“ ſa1,Ctified in us b -s. 
before them: ſo be thou magnified among them 35 yy 16. 
before us. 5 And let them know thee, as we 23.4 39. 
have known thee, that there is no God but only e ines 
thou, O God. 6 Shew new figns, and make other * 43» 9% 
ſtrange wonders : glorify thy band and thy right 
arm, that they may let forth thy wondrous works. 
7 Raiſe up indignation, and * pour out wrath: 4789.6. 
take away the adverſary, and dcttroy the enemy. 
8 Make the time ſhort, remember the f cove- # Gras, 
nant, and let them declare thy wonderful works. 
9 Let him that eſcapeth be conſumed by the rage 
of the fire; and let them pcriſh that oppreſs the 
people. 10 Smite in ſunder the heads of the 
rulers of the heathen, that fav, I here is none 
other but we. 11 © Gather all the tribes of Jacob ejer. 31.10, 
together, and inherit thou them, as from the be- 
ginning. 12 O Lord, have mercy upon the f ban. 9. 
people that is called by thy name, and upon lſrael, ““ 
whom * thou haſt named thy firſt-born. 13 O be s Ev. 4. 
mercitul unto Jeruſalem, thy holy city,“ the place hi c1,0n, 
of thy reſt, 14 Fill Sion || with thine unſpeakable 6. 41. 
oracles, and thy people with thy glory. 15 Give He 
teſtimony unto thoſe that thou haſt poſſeſſed from“ my 
the beginning, and raiſe up || prophets that have 3% 
been in thy name. 16 Reward them that wait 6% 
tor thee, and let thy prophets be found faithful. FruTagy 
17 O Lord, hear the prayer of thy || ſervants, ac- Or, /«p- 
cording to the bleſſing of Aaron over thy people, T 
that * all they which dwell upon the earth may 6. 23. 
know that thou art the Lord, the eternal God. 18 f 
The belly devoureth all meats, , yet is one meat 
better than another. 19 As the palate taſteth 1 jb 34, 5, 
divers kinds of veniſon : {o doth an heart of under- 
itanding falſe ſpeeches. 20 A froward heart cauſ- 
eth heavineſs: but a man of experience will recom- 
penſe him. 21 A woman will receive every man, 
yet is one daughter better than another. 22 The 
beauty of a woman cheereth the countenance, and 
a man loveth nothing better, 23 If there be kind- 
neſs, meekneſs, and comfort in her tongue, then is 
not her huſband like || other men. 24 He that j or, cn. 
getteth a wife beginneth || a polſcition, » a help , 
like unto himſelf; and a pillar of reſt, 25 Where ur. 
no hedge is, there the poſleflion is ſpoiled : and 27. 8. 
he that hath no wife will wander up and down = 
mourning. 26 \Who will truſt a thief well ap— 
pointed, that ſkippeth from city to city? ſo [ wha 
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REFTLECTIONSs.— As the ſun and moon both hid their faces when the Re- 
deemer ſuffered for the fins of mankind; ſo way the ſun never brhold that 


man who is unmerciful to hig tcllow- ſinner ! 
| na. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


LAPOCRYPH 1M 


80] Of friends, counſellors, Oc. 
Before will believe] a man that hath no houſe, and lodg- 
or eth whereſoever the night taketh him? _ 
: CHAPTER XXXVII. 
| oY friends and connſellors, Ov. 
12 friend faith, I am his friend alſo: but 
there is a friend, which is only a friend in 
name. 2 Is it not a grief unto death, when a 
companion and friend is turned to an enemy? 3 
O wicked imagination, whence cameſt thou in to 
a ch. 6. 10. Cover the earth with deceit? 4 * There is a 
companion, which rejoiceth in the proſperity of a 
friend, but in the time of trouble will be againſt 
him. 5 There is a companion, which helpeth his 


for, friend for the belly, and taketh up the || buckler 
in preſence againſt the enemy. 6 Forget not thy friend in 
of the 2 T 2 . . 
exeny. thy mind, and be not unmindful of him in thy 
riches. 7 Every. counſellor extolleth counlel ; 
but there is ſome that counſelleth for himſelf. 
L %% 8 Beware of a counſellor, and know before what 
d i, need he hath; for he will counſel for himſelf; 
bim. 


leſt he caſt the lot upon thee, 9 And lay unto 
thee, Thy way is good: and afterward he ſtand 
on the other ſide, to ſee what ſhall befall thee. 
10 Conſult not with one that ſuſpecteth thee : 
and hide thy counſel from ſuch as envy thee. 
- 11 Neither conſult with a woman touching her 
of whom ſhe is jealous ; neither with a coward in 
matters of war ; nor with a merchant concern- 
ing exchange; nor with a buyer of ſelling ; nor 
with an envious man of thankfulneſs; nor with 
an unmerciful man touching kindneſs ; nor with 
the ſlothful for any work; nor with an hireling 
for a year of finiſhing work ; nor with an idle 
ſervant of much buſineſs: hearken not unto theſe 
in any matter of counſel, 12 But be continually 
with a godly man, whom thou knowelt to keep 
the commandments of the Lord, whoſe mind 1s 
according to thy mind, and will forrow with 
thee, if thou ſhalt miſcarry. 13 And let the 
counſel of thine own heart ſtand : for there is no 
man more faithful unto thee than it. 14 For a 
man's mind is ſometime wont to tell him more 
than ſeven watchmen, that fit above in an high 
tower. 15 And above all this pray to the Moſt 
High, that he will direct thy way in truth. 16 
Let reaſon go before every enterprize, and coun- 
{el before every action. 17 The countenance is 
a ſign of changing of the heart, | 
18 Four manner of things appear: good and 
evil, life and death: but the tongue ruleth over 
them continually. 19 There is one that is wiſe 
and teacheth many, and yet is unprofitable to 
himſelf. 20 There is one that ſheweth wiſdom 
in words, and is hated : he ſhall be deſtitute of 
10% all |food. 21 For fone is not given him from 
den. the Lord; becauſe he is deprived of all wiſdom. 
22 Another is wiſe to himſelf; and the fruits of 
underſtanding are commendable in his mouth. 
22 A wiſe man inſtructeth his people ; and the 
fruits of his underſtanding fail not. 24 A wiſe 
man ſhall be tilled with bleſſing; and all they 
that ſee him ſhall count him happy. 25 The 
days of the life of man may be numbered : but 
b Prov. z. the days of Iſrael are innumerable. 26 * A wiſe 
man ſhall inherit || glory among his people, and 
his name ſhall be perpetual. 27 My ſon, prove 
thy ſoul in thy life, and ſee what is evil for it, 
and give not that unto it, 28 For all things are 
not profitable for all men, neither hath every ſoul 
leaſure in every thing. 29 © Be not unſatiable 
in any dainty thing, nor too greedy upon meats : 
20 For || excels of meats bringeth ſickneſs, and 
7 {urfeiting will turn into choler. 31 By ſurfeit- 
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Crap. XXXVII. Ver. 25. The days of man may be numbered.) Our life 
in this world is but ſhort; but all they who in their hearts believe in the 
Meſſiah, will enjoy happineſs throughout the endleſs ages of eternity, ſo that 
in this ſenſe their days cannot be numbe 


ing have many periſhed; but he that taketh heed Bebe 
prolongeth his life. * Clinisr WM 
8 HA e E. foe 3 — 
amour due to a phyſician, and the reaſon thereof, Oc. 
ONOUR : hyſician with . = 
H unto him for the uſes which ye may have 
of him : * for the Lord hath created him. 2 For .,.. ., 
of the Moſt High cometh healing, and he ſhal! 
receive | honour of the king. 3 'The {kill of the» ©, 
phyſician ſhall lift up his head: and in the ſight 4% 
of great men he ſhall be in admiration. 4 The 
Lord hath created medicines out of the earth: 4 
and he that is wiſe will not abhor them. 3 Wax + tw Ml 
not the water made ſweet with wood, that the“? 
virtue thereof might be known? 6 And he hath 
given men {kill, that he might be honoured in his 
marvellous works. 7 With ſuch doth he heal 
[men], and taketh away their paitis. 8 Of ſuch 
doth the apothecary make a confection ; and of 
his works there is no end; and from him is peace 
over all the earth. 9 My fon, in thy ſickneſs be 4 
not negligent : but © pray unto the Lord, and he c . 
will make thee whole. 10 Leave off from fin,” 8 
and order thine hands aright, and cleanſe thy 
heart from all wickedneſs. 11 Give a {weet fa: 
vour, and a memorial of fine flour; and make a 
fat offering, || as not being. 12 Then give place | 6, 
to the phyſician, for the Lord hath created him: ©*<Y 
let him not go from thee, for thou haſt need of « «.... 
him. 13 'There is a time when in their hands f 
there is good ſucceſs. 14 For they ſhall alſo pra 
unto the Lord, that he would proſper that, which 
_ give for eaſe and | remedy to prolong life. | or, 
15 He that ſinneth before his Maker, let him fall“ i 
into the hand of the phyſician. 16 My ſon, * let . . i 
tears fall down over the dead, and begin to la- ; 7, 
ment, as if thou hadlt ſuffered great harm thy-» > 
ſelf; and then cover his body according to the \ 
euſtom, and neglect not his burial. 17 Weep 4 
bitterly, and make great moan, and uſe lamenta- : 
tion, as he is worthy, and that a day or two, leſt i 
thou be evil ſpoken of: aud then comfort thylelf 3 
for thy heavinels. 18 For of heavineſs cometh fh. 36. 
death, and the heavineſs of the * heart breaketh , Cn 
firength. 19 In affliction alſo ſorrow remaineth : ' Þ 
and the life of the poor is the curſe of the heart. 14 l 
20 Lake no heavineſs to heart: drive it away, ““ 
and remember the laſt end. 21 Forget it not, 
for there is no turning again: thou ſhalt not do 
him good, but hurt thyſelf. 22 Remember ||my |, 
judgment: for thine alſo ſhall be ſo ; yeſterday «44 
for me, and to-day for thee. 23 * When the dead bn. 
is at reſt, let his remembrance reſt ; and be com- 1.0. 
2 for him, when bis ſpirit is departed from 
um. 
24 The wiſdom of a learned man cometh by 
opportunity of leiſure: and he that hath little 
buſineſs ſhall become wiſe. 25 How can he get 
wiſdom that holdeth the plough, and that glo- 
rieth in the goad, that driveth oxen, and is oc. 
cupied in their labours, and whoſe talk is f o 
bullocks? 26 He giveth his mind to make fur. #4 
rows ; and is diligent to give the kine fodder: 
27 So every carpenter and workmaſter, that 
laboureth night and day : and they that cut and 
grave ſeals, and are diligent to make great variety, 
and give themſelves to counterfeit imagery, and 
watch to finiſh a work: 28 The ſmith allo fit- 
ting by the anvil, and conſidering the iron-work, 
the vapour of the fire waſteth his fleſh, and he 
ftighteth with the heat of the furnace: the noiſe 
of the hammer and the anvil is ever in his ears, 
and his eyes look {till upon the pattern of the 
RerLEcTions.—We ſhould againſt prejudices not only 1 
ligion, but in all other 4 Shame lie. Drejudice ſhuts the es 
the underſtanding, and excludes the light of reaſon. — 
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tefore thing that he maketh; he ſetteth his mind to 
chalsr finiſn his work, and watcheth to poliſh it per- 
fectly : 29 So doth the potter ſitting at his work, 
1:13. and turning the wheel about with his feet, who 
; is alway carefully ſet at his work, and maketh all 
his work by number; 30 He falhioneth the cla 
o with his arm, and || boweth down his frength 
«1 before his feet; he applieth himlelf to lead it 


nace: 31 All theſe truſt to their hands: and 
every one is wiſe in his work. 32 Without theſe 
cannot a City be inhabited : and they ſhall not 
dwell where they will, nor go up and down : 


33 They ſhall not be fought for in public coun-] 


{el, nor fit high in the congregation : they ſhall 
not fit on the judges' feat, nor underſtand the 
ſentence of judgment: they cannot declare juſ- 
tice and judgment ; and they ſhall not be found 
where parables are ſpoken. 34 But they will. 
maintain the ſtate of the world, and [all] their 
deſire is in the work of their craft. | 
CHAPTER XXXIX. | 

A deſcription of him that is truly wiſe, Oc. 
BY he that giveth his mind to the law of the 
Moſt High, and is occupied in the medita- 

tion thereof, Will ſeek out the wiidom of all the 
ancient, and be occupied in prophecies. 2 He 
will keep the ſayings of the renowned men: and 
where ſubtil bles are, he will be there alſo. 
3 He will fork un the ſecrets of grave ſentences, 
and be converſant in dark parables. 4 He ſhall 
ſerve among great men, and appear before 
princes : he will travel through {ſtrange coun- 
tries; for he hath tried the good and the evil 
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fore him, and nothing can be hid from his eyes. Before 
20 He ſeeth from everlalting to everlaſting ; and ha ale 
there is nothing wonderful before him. 214 kð 
man need not to ſay, What is this? wherefore is 

that? for he hath made all things for their utes. 

22 His bleſſing covered the dry land as a river, 

and watered it as a flood. 23 As he hath turned 

the waters into ſaltneis: fo ſhall the heathen in- 

herit his wrath. 24 * As his ways are plain unto t Hot. 14. 
the holy; lo are they {tumbling-blocks unto the“ 
wicked. 25 For the good are good things cre- 

ared from the beginning: ſo evil things for fin- i 4». 
ners. 26 * The principal things for the whole Ca. 2 
uſe of man's lite are water, fire, iron, and falt, 2. 
flour of wheat, honey, milk, and the blood of t 49. 
the grape, and oil, and clothing. 27 All thele b 3. 
things are for good to the godly : ſo to the fins: 
ners they are turned into evil. 28 There be « 5, * 
ſpirits that are created for vengeance, which in . 
their fury lay on fore ſtrokes ; in the time of de- 1 tim. 4. 
ſtruction they pour out their force, and appeate + 

the wrath of him that made them. 29» Fire, 4. 4e. 
and hail, and famine, and death, all theſe were © 
created for vengeance ; 3o *'Pecth of wild beaſts, P.. 32. 
and ſcorpions, * || (erpents, and the {word, puniſh- y Wa. 
ing the wicked to deſtruction. 31 * They hall 38 
rejoice in his commandment, and tney ſhall be «pr. 
ready upon earth, when need is; and ne hea their 3/935: 
time is come, they ſhall not tranſgreſs his word. Pi. 148. 8. 
32 Therefore from the beginning I was reſolved, 

and thought upon theſe things, and have left 

them in writing. 33 All the works of the Lord Y Cen. 1. 
are good: and he will give every needful thing v:. 6. 


among men. 5 He will give his heart to reſort 
early to the Lord that made him, and will pray 
- before the Moſt High, and will open his mouth in 
rayer, and make ſupplication for his fins. 6 
Vhen the great Lord will, he ſhall be filled with 
the ſpirit of underſtanding : he ſhall pour out 
wile ſentences, and give thanks unto the Lord in 
his prayer. 7 He ſhall direct his counſel and 
knowledge, and in his ſecrets ſhall he meditate. 
8 He ſhall ſhew forth that which he hath learned, 
and ſhall glory in the law of the covenant of the 
Lord. 9 Many ſhall commend his underitand-{ 
ing; and ſo long as the world endureth, it ſhall 
not be blotted out; his memorial ſhall not depart 
away, and his name ſhall live from generation to 
. £eneration, 10 * Nations ſhall ſhew forth his 
” wiſdom, and the congregation ſhall declare his 
praiſe, 11 If he die, he ſhall leave a greater 
+ name than a thouſand : and if he live, he || ſhall: 
% Increaſe it, 12 Yet have | more to ſay, which | 
have thought upon; for J am filled as the moon 
at the full. 13 Hearken unto me, ye holy chil- 
a den, and bud forth as a roſe growing by the 
*,,; brock || of the field: 14 And give ye a ſweet 
, lavour as frankincenſe, and flouriſh as a lily, ſend 
forth a1mell, and ſing a ſong of praiſe, bleſs the! 
Lord in all his works. 15 Magnify his name, 
and ſhew forth his praiſe with the ſongs of your 
en lips, and with harps, and in praiſing him ye ſhall 
lay after this manner: 


16 All the works of the Lord are exceeding 
„ Lood, and e whatſoever he commandeth ſhall be 
s, MpNTJhed in due ſeaſon. 17 * And none may 
„ hay, What is this? wherefore is that? for at time 
convenient they ſhall all be ſought out: at his 
"3.5, commandment the waters {tood as an heap, and 
M t the words of his mouth the receptacles of 
o waters. 189 At his commandment is done what- 
a loever pleafeth him; and none can hinder, when 
+ be will fave, 19 * The works of all fleſh are be- 
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0 (wy XIX. Ver. 1. He that giveth bis mind, bc.) A man's wil- 
*es him to the company of princes, and 


8 Parts of the world, 


e in the | 


in due ſeaſon. 34 So that a man cannot ſay, 
'This, is worſe than that: for in time they ſhall 
all be well approved. 35 And therefore praiſe 
ye the Lord with the whole heart and mouth, 
and bleſs the name of the Lord. 
CTHAT-I EN All. - 
Many mifertes mcident to man's life, Or. 

REA'T * travail is created for every man, **": 5: 

and an heavy yoke is upon the ſons of Adam, ce. . 
from the day that they go out of the mother's 3 
womb, till the day that they return to the mo- 
ther of all things. 2 Their imagination of things 
to come, and the day of death, { trouble] their 
thoughts, and [cauſe] fear of heart; 3 From 
him that ſitteth on a throne of glory, unto him 
that is humbled in earth and afhes ; 4 From him 
that weareth purple and a crown, || nnto Y , 
is clothed with a linen frock. 5 Wrath, and envy, ©" 
trouble, and unquietneſs, fear of death, and anger, 
and {trife, and in the time of reſt upon his bed 
his night-ſleep, do change his knowledge. 6 A 
little or nothing is his reſt, and after ward he is 
in his ſleep, as in a day of keeping watch, trou- 
bled in the viſion of his heart, as if he were 
eſcaped out of a battle. 7 When all is ſafe, he 
N and marvelleth that the fear was no- 
thing. 8 [Such things happen] unto all fleſh, 
both man and beaſt, and that is ſevenfold more 
upon ſinners. 9 Death, and bloodſhed, ſtrife, >< 35 | 
and ſword, calamities, famine, tribulation, and“ 
the ſcourge; 10 Theſe things are created for 
the wicked, and for their ſakes came the flood. < Gen. 5. 
11 All things that are of the earth ſhall turn to il. 
the earth again: and that which is of the © waters age 
doth return into the ſea. 12 All + bribery ar d c 41. 10, 
injuſtice ſhall be blottcd out: but true dealing ef 
ſhall endure for ever. 13 The goods of the + cr. 
unjuſt ſhall be dried up like a river, and ſhall 9% 
vaniſh with noiſe, like a wo thunder in rain. 
14 While he openeth his hand he ſhall rejoice : 
ſo ſhall tranſgreſſors come to nought. | 
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CRT 15 The children of the ungodly ſhall not. 


200. bring forth many branches; but are as unclean 
TTa737. roots upon a hard rock. 16 *'The weed growing 
& x8: 6. Upon grin] S nong] and* bank of a river ſhall be 
3. pulled up before all graſs. 17 Bountifulneſs is 

as || a molt fruitful garden, and mercifulneſs en- 

tha i QMureth for ever. 18 'To labour, and * to be con- 

„ tent with that a man hath, is a ſweet lite: but he 

k Phil. 4. That findeth a treaſure is above them both. 19 

71. ; Children and the building of a city continue a 

6. man's name: but a hlameleſs wife is counted 

above them both. 20 Wine and muſick rejoice 

the heart : but the love of wiſdom is above them. 

both. 21 'The pipe and the pſaltery make {weet 

melody: but a pleaſant tongue is above them 

both. 22 'T hine eye defireth favour and beauty: 

but more than both corn while it is green. 23 

A friend and companion never meet amils : but 

above both is a wife with her huſband, 24 Bre- 

thren and help are againſt time of trouble : but 

alms ſhall deliver more than them both. 25 

Gold and ſilver make the foot ſtand ſure : but 

counſel is eſteemed above them both. 26 Riches 

and (trength lift up the heart: but the fear of 

the Lord is above them both : there is no want 

in the fear of the Lord, and it needeth not to 

ſeek help. 27 The fear of the Lord is“ a fruit- 

ful = 1 and * covereth him above all glory. 

20 N ſon, lead not a beggar's life; for better it 

is to die than to beg. 29 Ihe life of him that 

dependeth on another man's table is not to be 

counted for a life; for he polluteth himſelf with 

other men's meat: but a wiſe man well nurtured 

will beware thereof. 30 Begging is ſweet in the 

mouth of the ſhamelels : but in his belly there 
{ſhall burn a fire. 

CHAPTER XII. 
To whom the remembrance of death is bitter, Orc. 

Death, how bitter is the remembrance of 

() thee to a man that liveth at reſt in his poſ- 

leſſions, unto the man that hath nothing to vex 

him, and that hath proſperity in all things: yea, 

unto him that is yet able to receive meat! 2 O 

death, acceptable is thy ſentence unto the needy, 
and unto him whoſe ſtrength faileth, that is now 
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to him that deſpaireth, and hath loſt patience ! 
3 Fear not the ſentence of death, remember 
them that have been before thee, and that come 
after; for this is the ſentence of the Lord over 
all fleſh. 4 And why art thou againſt the plea- 
ſure of the Moſt High? there is no inquiſition in 
the grave, whether thou have lived ten, or an 
hundred, or a thouſand years. 5 The children 
of ſinners are abominable children, and they that 
are converſant in the dwelling of the ungodly. 
6 The inheritance of ſinners children ſhall . 
and their poltcrity ſhall have a perpetual re- 
proach. 7 The children will complain of an 
ungodly father, becauſe they ſhall be reproached 
for his ſake. 8 Woe be unto you, ungodly men, 
which have forſaken the law of the Molt High 
God! for if ye increale, it ſhall be to your de- 
ttraction: 9 And if ye be born, ye ſhall be born 
to a curſe : and if ye die, a curſe ſhall be your 
portion. 10 All that are of the earth ſhall turn 
to earth again: to the ungodly ſhall go from a 
curſe to deſtruction, 11 The mourning of men 
is about their bodies: but an ill name of ſinners 
ſhall be blotted out. 12 Have regard to thy 
b Prov. 22. ame; for * that ſhall continue with thee above a 
2 thouſand great treaſures of gold. 13 A good 
life hath but few days: but a good name endu- 
reth for ever. | 


= ch. 40. 
1. 


in the laſt age, and || is vexed with all things, and 


14 My children, keep diſcipline in peace: 
wiſdom *that is hid, * — th not La enter 
what profit is in them both? 15 A man that . 
hideth his fooliſhneſs is better than a man that 
hideth his wiſdom. 16 Therefore be ſhamefaced ! 
according to my word: for it is not good to re. 
tain all ſhamefacedneſs; neither is it altogether 
approved in every thing, 17 Be alhamed of 
whoredom before father and mother ; and of + 
lye before a prince and a mighty man; 18 Of 
an offence before a judge and ruler; of iniquity 
before a congregation and people; of unjuj} 
dealing before thy partner and friend; 19 And 
of theft iu regard of the place where thou ſo- 
journeſt, and in regard of the truth of God and 
his covenant ; and to lean with thine elbow upon 
the meat; and of ſcor ning to give and take; 20 


And of filence before them that ſalute thee ; and ; 


to look upon an harlot; 21 And to turn away 
thy face from thy kinſman; or to take away a 
portion or a gift; or © to gaze upon another « Mi 
man's wife; 22 Or to be over-buſy with his? 
maid, and come not near her bed; or of upbraid- 
ing ſpeeches before friends; and * after thou halt f 
given, upbraid not; 23 Or of *iterating and 18 
{peaking again that which thou haſt heard; and 
of revealing of ſecrets. 24 So ſhalt thou be 
truly ſhamefaced, and find favour before all men, 
CHAPTER XLII. 
Of what things we ſhou'd not be aſhamed, Oc. 

F theſe things be not thou aſhamed, and ac 

cept no perſon to ſin thereby: 2 Of the H 
law of the Moſt High, and his covenant ; and of- 
judgment to juſtify the ungodly ; 23 || Of reckon- a 
ing with thy partners and || travellers; or || of the *:** 
gift of the heritage of friends; 4 Of exactneſs 5 
of balance and weights; or of getting much or!" 
little; 5 And of merchants' | indifferent ſellin . 
of much correction of children; and to make 


—— 
the fide of an evil ſervant to bleed. 6 Sure keep- 10.4 
in the giv 


aſhamed to || inform the unwiſe and fooliſh, and] o 
the extreme aged || that contendeth with thoſe 
that are young : thus ſhalt thou be truly learned, 4 
and r of all men living. 9 The father 2 
waketh for the daughter, when no man know-""" 
eth; and the care for her taketh away ſleep; 
when ſhe is young, lelt ſhe paſs away the flower 
of her age; and being married, leſt the ſhould be 
hated: 10 In her virginity, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
defiled and gotten with child in her father's houle; 
and having an huſband, leſt ſhe ſhould miſbehave 
herſelf; and when ſhe is married, leſt ſhe ſhould 
be barren. 11 Keep a ſure watch over a ſhame- bal. 
les daughter, leſt ſhe make thee a laughing-{tock © 
to thine enemies, and a by-word in the city, and a 
reproach among the people, and make thee 
aſhamed before the multitude. 12 Behold not 
every body's* beauty, and fit not in the midſt of; 
women. 13 For from garments cometh a moth, _ 
and * from women wickedneſs. 14 Better is the“ 
churliſhneſs || of a man than a courteous woman, | % 
a woman, I ſay, which bringeth ſhame and re.“ 
proach. | 

15 I will now remember the works of the Lord, 
and declare the things that I have ſeen : In the 
words of the Lord are his works. 16 The ſun 
that giveth light looketh upon all things, and the 
work thereof 7s full of the glory of the Lord. 17 
The © Lord hath not given power to the ſaints to, 
declare all his marvellous works, which the Ar 


bude. 


Or, 


Cray. XLII. Ver. 16. The jun that giveth light, &c.] The true 
meaning of this verſe is, that as the light of the ſun is ſeen through all the 
eafth, ſo is the whole univerſc full of the majeſty of God. was 4 
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on the Jews, in whoſe favour God had 


* 


| Reriaction,—Top take a retroſpeRive view of divine providers 
the duty of every man; but it was in a much more peeuliar 2 
wrought ſuch wonderful wor Ca 
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Praiſe of ho'y men, | S3 


Nie mighty Lord firmly ſettled, that whatſoever is 
cus r might be eſtabliſhed for his glory. 18 He leek- 
2 _eth out the deep, and the heart, and conſidereth 
0, de their crafty devices: for | the Lord knoweth all 
#% that may be known, and he beholdeth the ſigns 
of the world. 19 He declareth the things that 
are paſt, and for to come, and revealeth the ſteps 
1.2-2- Of hidden things. 20 No thought eſcapeth him, 
2945 neither any word. is hidden from him. 21 He 
hath garniſhed the excellent works of his wiſdom, 
and he is from everlaſting to everlaſting : unto 
him may nothing be added, neither can he be di- 
miniſhed, and he hath no need of any counſeller. 
22 Oh how deſirable are all his works! and that 
a man may ſee even to a ſpark. 23 All theſe 
things live and remain for ever for all uſes, and 
10. 33. they are all obedient. 24* All things are double 
„ one againſt another: and he hath made nothing 
imperfect. 25 One thing eſtabliſbeth the good 
of another : and who ſhall be filled with behold- 

ing his glory? 

CHAP. XIIII. 

The wonderful works of God in heaven, in earth, Oc. 
HE pride of the height, the clear ftirma- 
ment, the beauty of heaven, with his glo- 
rious ſhew; 2 The ſun when it appeareth de- 
% claring at his riſing a marvellous || inſtrument, 
%. the work of the Moſt High: 3 At noon it 
archeth the country, and who can abide the 
burning heat thereof? 4 A man blowing a fur- 
nace is in works of heat, but the ſun burneth the 
mountains three times more; breathing out fiery 
vapours, and ſending, forth bright beams, it dim- 
meth the eyes. 5 Great is the Lord that made 
IO it; and at his commandment | it runneth haſtily. 
e 6 * He made the moon alſo to ſerve in her ſeaſon 
u for a declaration of times, and a ſign of the world. 


14, | * 


tig. 7 From the moon is the ſign of feaſts, a light 
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- WM that decreaſeth in her perſection. 8 Ihe month 
„ is called after her name, increaſing wonderfully 
9 in her changing, being an inſtrument of the ar- 
„„ a OS” a 

1, mies above, ſhining in the firmament of heaven; 
. 9 The beauty of heaven, the glory of the ſtars, 
Yn an ornament giving light in the highelt places of 


the Lord. 10 At the commandment of the Holy 
14 Oue they will ſtand in their order, and never faint 
„„. . in their watches. 11 © Look upon the rainbow, 
1/0” and praiſe him that made it; very beautiful it is 
in the brightneſs thereof. 12 It compaſſeth the 
heaven about with a glorious circle, and the hands 

il. #. of the Moſt High have bended it. 13 By his 
\ © commandment he maketh the ſnow to fall apace, 
and ſendeth ſwiftly the lightnings of his judgment. 
nt. 14 Through this © the treaſures are opened: and 
Eur clouds fly forth as fowls. 15 By his great power 
d he maketh the clouds firm, and the hail-ſtones 
£1.15. are broken ſmall. 16 At his ſight the mountains 
are ſhaken, and at his will the ſouth wind bloweth, 

17 'The noiſe of the thunder maketh the earth 

1%, to || tremble : ſo doth the northern ſtorm and the 
e Whirlwind : as birds flying he ſcattered the ſnow, 
- and the falling down thereof is as the lighting of 
| graſshoppers: 18 The eye marvelleth at the 
beauty of the whiteneſs thereof, and the heart is 
altoniſhed at the raining of it. 19 'The hoar- 
froſt alſo as ſalt he poureth on the earth, and 
tic as 13 being congealed, || it lieth on the top of ſharp 
jm takes. 20 When the cold north-wind blow- 
, eth, and the water is congealed into ice, it 
ideth upon every gathering together of wa- 
ter, and clotheth the water as with a breaſt⸗ 
Plate, 21 It devoureth the mountains, and burn- 
* the wilderneſs, and conſumeth the graſs as 


o, 


cue, XIII. Ver. 11. Look wpon the rainbow. The variety of vivid 
* which compoſe this beautifal arch, are formed by reflection of the 
; 2 and, though a natural production, it ſtill remains as a me- 


od will never again deſtroy the world by a deluge of water. 


hire. 22 A prelent remedy of all is a miſt con:ing Before 
peedily : a dew coming | after heat refreſheth. SHALs! 


23 By his connlel he appeaſeth the deep, and . 
planteth iflands therein. 24 *'T'hey that fail on «pwn 4 
the ſea tell of the danger thereof: and when we TH es. 
hear it with our ears, we marvel thereat. 25 3.44 
For * therein be ſtrange and wondrous works, s Pr. 194. 
variety of all kinds of beaſts and whales created. ** **: 
26 By him the end of them hath proſperous ſuc- 
cels, and by his word all things confilt, 27 Wecel . 5. 
may ſpeak much, and yet come ſhort : where- ich.42.17, 
fore in ſum, he is all. 28 How ſhall we be able 
to magnify him? for he is great above all his 
works. 29 * The Lord is terrible and very great, k Pf 96-4. 
and marvellous is his power. 30 When ye glo-“ 
rity the Lord, exalt him as much as ve can; tor 
even yet will he far exceed: and when ye exalt 
him, put forth all your ſtrength, and be not 
weary ; for ye can never go far enough. 31 
Who ' hath ſeen him, that he might tell us? and! 196-2: 
who can magnify him as he is? 32 "There are Kg. 5. 4 
yet hid greater things than thele be, for we have © 4% 
{een but a few of his works. 33 For the Lord 
hath made all things; and to the godly hath he 
given wiſdom. | 
HAP. ALIV. 
1 The praiſe of certain holy mem: 16 of Enoch, Or. 

ET us now praile famous men, and our fa- The praiſe 

51 of the ta- 
thers that begat us. 2 The Lord hath den. 

wrought great glory by them through his great 
power trom the beginning. 3 Such as did bear 
rule in their kingdoms, men renowned for their 
power, giving counſel by their underſtanding, 
and declaring prophecics : 4 Leaders of the peo- 
ple by their countels, and by their knowledge of 
learning meet for the people, wiſe and eloquent 
in their inſtructions: 5 Such as found out muſt- 
cal tunes, and recited || verſes in writing: 6 Rich ||, % 
men furniſhed with ability, living peaceably in 
their habitations: 7 All theſe were honoured in 
their generations, and were the glory of their 
times. 8 There be of them, that have left a name 
behind them, that their praiſes might be reported. 
9 And ſome there be, which have no memorial; 
who are periſhed, as though they had never a Gen. 7. 
been; and are become as though they had never“ 
been born ; and their children after them. 10 
But theſe were merciful men, whoſe righteouſ- 
neſs hath not been forgotten. 11 With their 
ſeed ſhall continually remain a good inheritance, 
and their children are within the covenant. 12 
Their ſeed ſtandeth faſt, and their children | for, 
their ſakes. 13 L heir {ced {hall remain for ever,, 
and their glory ſhall not be blotted out. 14 
'T heir bodies are buried in peace; but their name 
liveth for evermore. 15 * The people will tell b ch. 3. 
of their wiſdom, and the congregation will ſhew ** 
forth their praile. 

16<Fnoch pleaſed the Lord, and was tranſlated, e Gen x. 
being an example of repentance to all genera-% „ 
tions. 17 Noah was found perfect and righteous; Heb. 3: 5. 
in the time of wrath he was taken in exchange . 5 
[for the world]; therefore was he left as a rem- He 1. 
nant unto the earth, when the flood came. 18 
An everlaſting covenant was made with him, « Ga g. 
that all fleſh ſhould periſh no more by the flood. ““ 
19 Abraham was a! great father of many peo- f Gen. 12. 
. in glory was there none like unto him; 2 %. 
20 Who kept the law of the Moſt High, and 7 d 
was in covenant with him: he eſtabliſhed the 10, 11. & 
covenant in * his fleſh; and when he was ' proved, ł C. az. 
he was found faithful. 21 Therefore he aſſured !!. 
him by an oath, that he would bleſs the nations {&** ** 


Rividerion--Ca we behold the fruits of the earth, and a 4 ry 


power of the Creator, who impregnated the plants with thoſe ſeeds, by which 


their different ſpecies were propagated imaheworlkd for the uſe of man? 


Cuap, 


g Gen. 17. 


lightful garden, and not at the ſame time admire the divine wiſdom and | 


& *® 
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84] Moſes, Aaron, Phinees, Foſhna. 


FOOL ESTAS TICUS. 
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LACE PE. 


3 


Before in his ſeed, and that he would multiply him as 
. the duſt of the earth, and cxalt his feed as the 
— ſtars, and cauſe them to inherit from fea to ſea, 
and from the river unto the utmoſt part of the 
. land. 22, With Iſaac did he citabliſh likewiſe 
for Abraham his father's ſake] the bleſſing of all 


men, and the covenant, 23 And made it relt 


2 . upon the head of Jacob. He acknowledged him 
w in his bleſſing, and gave him an heritage, and 


divided his portions ; among the twelve tribes 
did he part them, 

CHAPTER ALV. 

1 The praiſe of Moſes, 6 of Aaron, O. 
A D he brought out of him a merciful man, 
which found favour in the ſight of all fleſh, 
even Moſes, beloved of God and men, whoſe 
memorial is bleſſed. 2 He made him like to the 
_ glorious ſaints, and ma 
enemies ſtood in fear of him. 3 By his words he 
b had. cauſed the wonders to ceaſe, and he made him 
aste. glorious in the ſight of kings, and gave him a 
e. commandment for his people, and* ſhewed him 


i%umb. part of his glory. 4 He ſanctified him 7 his 


12-3 faithfulneſs and meekneſs, and choſe him out of 
all men. 5 He made him to hear his voice, and 
Fe. brought* him into the dark cloud, and f gave 
F Had. 19. him commandments before his face, even the law 
7 , Of life and knowledge, that he might teach Jacob 
1,2. his covenants, and Iſrael his judgments. 
4 Exod. 4 6 He © exalted Aaron, an holy man like unto 
4; him, even his brother, of the tribe of Levi. 7 
An everlaſting covenant he made with him, and 
h Exod. gave“ him the prieſthood among the people; 
FD SO + beautiftied him with comely ornaments, and 


1. las, clothed him with a robe of glory. 8 He put 
upon him perfect glory; and ſtrengthened him 


4 Heb. With f rich garments, with breeches, with a long 
+24 robe, and the ephod. 9 And he compaſſed him 
=, With pomegranates, aud with many golden bells 
i x4 round about, that as he went there might be * a 
k Exod. ſound, and a noiſe made that might be heard in 
25. 35. the temple, for a memorial to the children of 
his people; 10 With an holy garment, with 
gold, and blue ſilk, and purple, the work of the 
1 Exe. a8. eEmbroiderer, ' with a breaſt-plate of judgment, 
15, 30. and with Urim and Thummim ; 11 With twiſted 
m Exod. ſcarlet, the work of the cunning workman,” with 
33.47 precious ſtones graven like ſeals, and ſet in gold, 
the work of the jeweller, with a writing engraved 

for a memorial, after the number of the tribes of 

» Erol. Ifracl. 12 He ſet a crown of gold upon the 
28. 3h. mitre, wherein was engraved Holinebs, an orna- 
ment of honour, a coſtly work, the deſires of the 

eyes, goodly and beautiful. 13 Before him there 

were none ſuch, neither did ever any ſtranger 

put them on, but only his children and his chil- 

„Numb. dren's children perpetually. 14“ Their ſacrifices 
28.3-4+ ſhall be wholly conſumed every day twice con- 
»Lev.8. tinually. 15* Moſes conſecrated him, and anoint- 
ed him with holy oil: this was appointed unto 

him by an everlaſting covenant, and to his ſeed, 

to long as the heavens ſhould remain, that they 

ſhould miniſter unto him, and execute the office 

z Xu=>, of the prieſthood, and! bleſs the people in his 
+. 252+ name. 16 He choſe him out of all men living 
17.4 to offer ſacrifices to the Lord, incenſe, and a 
1549-2: \\veet favour, for a memorial, to make reconci- 


s Deut. 17. 
10, 11 & 
2 t. f. & 
31. I'vs 
Mal. 2. 7. 


liation for his people. 17 Ile gave unto him his 
commandments, and authority in the ſtatutes of 
judgments,. that he ſhould teach Jacob the teſti- 
monics, and inform Iſrael in his laws. 18 


nitied him, ſo that his 


Strangers * conſpired together againſt him, and Beg 
maligned him in the wilderneſs, even the men cute 
that were of Dathan's and Abiron's ſide, and the _***: 
congregation of Core, with fury and wrath, 3 
This the Lord ſaw, and it ditpſeaſed him, and ii. 
his wrathful indiguation were they conſumed!:“ =_ 
he did wonders upon them, to conſume them | 
with the fiery flame. 20 But he made Aaron N 
more honourable, and gave him an heritage, and! 
divided unto him the fir{t-fruits of the increaſe ; 5 ., | 
eſpecially he prepared bread in abundance: 21 "1 
For they ate of the ſacrifices of the Lord, which , , 
he gave unto him and his ſeed. 22 * Howbeit in . 
the land of tlie people he had no inheritance :? 
neither had he 'any portion among the people: . | 
for the Lord hiniſelf is his portion and inherit: Þ 
ance. | 
23 The third in glory is Phinees the ſ. a Numb, W 
Eleazar, becauſe he ad real in the fear of the $9001 
Lord, and ſtood up with good courage of heart 1.2, 
when the people were turned back, and made I 
reconciliation for Iſrael. 24 Therefore was there 
a covenant of 2 made with him, that he 
ſhould be the chief of the ſanctuary and of his 
people, and that he and his poſterity ſnould have 4 
the dignity of the prielthood for ever; 25 Ac 
cording to the covenant made with David ſon ** 
of Jeſſe, of the tribe of Juda, that the inheritance 
of the king ſhould be to his poſterity alone: ſo 
the inheritance of Aaron ſhould alſo 4 unto his 
ſeed. 26 God give you wiſdom in your heart to 
judge his people in righteouſneſs, that their good 
things be not aboliſhed, and that their glory may 
endure for ever. 6 
CHAPTER XLVI. 
1 The raiſe of Joſhua, 9 of "wy aleb, 13 of Samnel, 
ESUS * the {on of Nave was valiant in the « Nuns, 
wars, and was the ſucceſſor of Moſes in pro hu n. 
phecies, who according to his name was made 9: —_ 
great for the ſaving of the ele& of God, andi; 
taking vengeance of the enemies that role up = 
againſt them, that he might ſet Iſrael in their in. 
heritance. 2 How great glory gat he, when he 
did lift up his hands, and ftretched out his ſword 
againſt the cities! 3 Who before him ſo ſtood 
to it ? for the Lord himſelf brought his enemies FN 
unto him. 4 Did not the fun go back by his eh F 
means? and was not one day as long as two? 
5 He called upon the moſt high Lord, when the 
enemies preſſed upon him on every ſide; and the 
great Lord heard him. 6* And with hail-ſtones « he, 
of mighty power he made the battle to fall vio- 
lently upon the nations, and in the deſcent 5 
Bethoron] he deſtroyed them that reſiſted, that 
the nations might know all their ſtrength, be- 
cauſe he fought in the ſight of the Lord, and 
he followed the Mighty One. 7 In the time **" 
of Moſes alſo he did a work of mercy, be and iu » 
Caleb the ſon of Jephunne, in that they with- 5 ® 
ſtood the congregation, and withheld the peo- 
ple from ſin, ang appeaſed the wicked murmur- 
ing. S* And of ſix hundred thouſand people on © 
foot, they two were preſerved to bring them in- h. 
to the heritage, even unto the land that floweth **” 
with milk an ny: The Lord gave {trength {0 
alſo unto Caleb, w ich remained with him unto joi. 4 
his old age: fo that he entered upon the high 
places of the land, and his ſeed obtained it for an 
heritage: 10 That all the children of Iſrae! 
might ſee that it is good * to follow the Lord. % 
11 And concerning the judges, every one by 


mp 


RE * 


Cnay,XLV, Ver. 15. Mofes conſecrated him, and anointed him <with holy 
oil. ] It has been objected by the deiſts, ever prone to quarrel with ſcripture, 
| that as Moſes was a civil ruler, he could not conſecrate Aaron a prieſt, 
To which we anſwer, 1. That in ancient times civil rulers often conſecrated 
prielts ; and, 2. As Maſes was a meſſenger ſent in the moſt immediate man- 


E 


1 


— | | 
legiſlator under God, to eſtabliſh a commonwealth which was to be tif . XI 
the goſpel in the fullneſs of time. | Wau 


RsgLECT1ION.—We who live under the gaſpel diſpenſation have aun 
reaſon to bleſs the Lord our God, who has 2 * the darkkels0f 1 
and ſhadows, but has cauſed the Sun of righteouſneſs do aiſe upon B 


5 


ner from God, fo this right naturally devolved upon him, ſeeing he was pan under his wings, 


-Y 


2 


2 
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ve name, waole heart went not a whoring, nor de— 
ol parted from the Lord, let their memory be blell- 
Sed: 12 Let their bones“ flouriſh out of their 
place, and let the name of them that were ho- 
noured be continued upon their children, 13 
an Samuel i the prophet of the Lord, beloved of his 
Lord, eſtabliſhed a kingdom, and anointed princes 
over his people. 14 By the law of the Lord he 
jadged the congregation, and the Lord had re- 
1% ſpect unto Jacob. 15 * By his faithfulneſs he 
e was found a true prophet, and by his word he 
was known to be faithful in viſion. 16 He called 
upon the mighty Lord, when his enemies preſſod 
. upon him on cvery fide, when he offered! the 
ſucking lamb, 17 And the Lord thundered from 
heaven, and with a great noite made his voice to 
be-heard. 18 And he deſtroyed the rulers of 
tie 'I'yrians, and all the princes of the Philiſtines. 
„ 19 And before his long flecp he made protetta- 
tions in the ſight of the Lord and lis anointed, ! 
have not taken any man's goods, fo much as a 
hoe: and no man did accule him. 20 Ant alter 
wm his death“ he propheſied, and ſhewed the king his 
"end, and lifted up his voice from the eart!z in pro- 
phecy, to blot out the wickednels of the people. 
COAT 1 el. 
1 The praiſe of Nuthan, 2 of Duvid, 12 of Solomon, 
nk „ Tie after him role up* Nathan to propheſy 


1 | 2 E = ob. 
eee 


in the time of David. 2 As is the fat taken 

away from the peace-offering, ſo was David cho 

„ {cn out of the children of lracl. 23 || He played 
with“ lions as with Kids, and with bears as with 
„„ lunbs. 4< Slew he not a giant, when he was yet 
wa but young? and did he not take away reproach 
from the people, when he lifted up his hand with 
the ſtone in the ſling, and beat down the boaſting 
of Goliath? 5 For he called upon the moit 
high Lord; and he gave him ſtrength in his right- 
hand to flay that mighty warrior, and ſet up the 


_ horn of his people. 6 So the people honoured 
„ „„ lum with ten thouſands, and praiſed him in the 
betlings vi the Lord, in that he gave him a crown 


, of glory. 7 For he deltroyed the enemies on 
. every fide, ain] || brought to noaght the Fliliitines 


„ his adverſaries, and brake their horn in under 


unto this day. 8 Ju all his works he praited the 


| Holy One moſt high with words of glory: with 

* his whole heart he ſung ſongs, and loved him 

IG, that made him. 9 Hs let fingers allo beiore the 

altar, that by their voices tacy might make f\vect 

| mclody, and daily fing praiſes in t eir fongs. 10 

mY He beautified their feaſts, and ſet in order the ſo— 

„ lenm times || until the end, that they might praite 

© lis holy name, and that the temple might found 

from morning. 11% Lhe Lord took away his 

tins, and exaited his horn for ever: he gave him 

WS... + covenant of Kings, ard a throne j| of glory in 

* tracl. 12 Aſter him roſe up a wile fon, and for 
17 bis fake he delt at large. | 

| . 13 Solomon reigned in a peaceable time, and 

5.45 honoured ; for God made all quiet round 

* out him, that he might build an Houſe in his 

65 ame, and prepare his ſanctuary for ever. 14 

* ow wite walt thou in thy youth, and, as a 500d 

oh billed v.ith underftanding! 15 by foul covered 

. ws; whole carth, and thorn filledſt it with dark pa- 

" „„ WS, 16 Thy name went far upto theiflands ; 


. aud for thy peace thou waſt beloved. : 17 The 
% „ COBIILICS marvelled at thee for thy ſongs, and 

proverbs, and parables, anc Interpretations. 18 
Nen 13) the name of the Lord God, which is called tlie 
+ Ld God of Iſrael, thou didit“ gather gold as 
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WAP. XL I. Ver. 17. £2etias (i-e Ver. 23.) 7 be jen went backward, 
Gi ber the deiſts may object, and whatever ailronon ers may not 
„  MPrenend, certam it 48, that if we aſcribe (as moſt _ infinite 
auc pawer to tlie Divine Being, we mult be convinced, tha 
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Ne. VIII“ at fell, according to the purpose of his own will, muſt be 


* 


| 
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he who | 
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1POCRYP HA.) , EVIE Ab Hs Praiſe of Eitas, Etttha, He=ekrah. 83 
4 LORE 


tin, and didit multiply ſilver as lead. 19 Thou B-tore 
did{t bow thy loins unto women, and || by thy ss 
body thou walt brought into tubjcetion, 20 — 
Thou didſt ſtain thy honour, and pollute thy feed: u 1,60. 
ſo that thou brougliteſt wrath upon thy chen, 172. 
and walt grieved for thy tolly, 21 * Sv the king 12. , 16, 
dom was divided, and out of Ephraim ruled a > Bb. 
rebellious Kingdom, 22 But the Lord will ne- 215. 
ver leave off his mercy, neither ſhall any of his!“ “33. 
works periſh, neither will he abolith the pollerit 

of his elcét, and tlie feed of him that loveth him 

he will not take away: wherciore he gave a rem- 

nant unto 7 and out of him a root unto Da— 

vid. 23 Thus reſted Solomon with his tathers, 

and * of his feed he left behind him Koboam, even 92 Noo 
the fooliſhneſs of the people, and one that Had no 
underſtanding, who turned away the people v1 ring 
through his counſel. There was allo [cruboam gin!“ 
the fon of Nebat, who * cauicd Irache to fin, and enen 
ſhewed Fphraim the way of fin; 24 Aud their 7279 500 
ſins were multiplied exceedingly, that they were te Nuns 
driven out of the land. 25 For they tought out “““ 
all wickednels, till the vengeance came upon 


them, 
CH A PIER XI. VIII. 
1 The praiſe of Hlius, 12 of Eliſcius, Ov. 
HEN itood up* Elias the prophet as fire, «„ Kage 
and his word burned like a lamp. 2%FHe yi, 
brought a fore tamine upon them, aud. by his 5547, 
zeal he diminiſhed their number. 3 By te word 
of the Lord he || ſhut up the heaven, © and alto | 0, 
three times brought down fire. 4 O Elias, how 47 
/alt thou honom ed in thy wondrous deeds ! and " 3 
who may glory like unto thee! 5 Wo didit 38.3. 
raiſe up a dead man from death, ana ſiis ful from Nuss 
lie | place of the dend, 55 the word of the MO a. iner 
High: G Whobronghtcit kings to deſtruction, 
and honourable nien from ther j beds 7 WhO 3 


20. 


Heardeſt the rebuke of the Lord in Sina), and in %. 
iloreb the judomoeit of vengeance: 8s WhO 1 Or, frat, 


anointedſt Kinys to take revenge, and prophets to 
iucceed after him: 9g *\Viowaſlt taken up ins“ Nas 
a whiriwind of lire, and in a chirioi of 
horſes; 10 Who wait || ordained for reprogyts be kgs 
in their times, to pacity tlie wrath of the Lord's io, 
judgment, beiore it brake fru into fury, and to #794 + 
turn the heart of the father unto the on, and to $f 
reſtore || the tribes of Jacob. 11 Bleed are tlicy Luke x. 
that ſaw thec, and || {lept in love; for we 10 
ſurely live. 12 Elias it was, who was covered 7,“ 
with a whirlwind: and Eli'cus was filled with his awe a. 
ſpirit: whilſt he lived, he was not moved ww, th er Phi 
/ ſence of any prince, neitier could any bring K N= 
him into ſubjection. 13 No word could over. tz Ei 
come him ; “ aiud-after his death his body prophe- 3 :4. 
fed. 14 He did wondurs in his lite, and at his 1 
death were his works marvellous. 15 Tor all m2 Kings 
this the people repented not, neither departed '* ** 
they from their ſins, " till they were ſpoiled and v Kings 
carried out of their land, and were ſcattered '* . 
through all the earth: yet there remained a 
{mall people, and a ruler in the houſe of David: 
16 Of whom ſome did that which was plealing 79 
God, and ſome multiplico ſins. | | 

17 * -zckias fortified his city, and brought in 9 2 Chong 
water into the midit thereof: he digg the hard}, Nine. 
rock with iron, and made wells for waters. 18 5 20. 
In his time * Sennacherib came up, and teat Rab. 3 Kors 
ſaces, and lifted up his hand agaiut Sion, and 4 
boalted proudly. 19 I hen rembicd their hearts 
and hands, and they were in pain, as wemen in 
travail. 20 But they called upon the Lende 09 
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able, conſiſtent with his almighty power and infinite witdom, to make © em 
anlwer what puzpoles he thinks proper. ; 
REPLECTION.— We ſhould not alpire to that Knowledge which 1 heyond 
our comprehenſion: let it jutiice that we belicve God is right ia all his dife 
penſations towards us. 
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86] Praiſe of Joſiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, ECC 


LESIASTI 


CUS. [APOCRYpH 4 


Before which is merciful, and {tretched out their hands 
CHRIST toward him: aud immediately the Holy One 
— heard them out of heaven, and delivered them 
jor, by the\| miniſtry of Eſay. 21 * He {mote the hoſt 
2 King: OF the Afﬀyrians, and his angel deſtroyed them. 
19.35.36. 22 For Ezekias had done the thing that pleaſed 
Tobitz, the Lord, and was ſtrong in the ways of David 
ac, 3. his father, as Elay the prophet, who was great 
41. and faithful in his viſion, had commanded him. 
2 Mac. 6. 23 In his time the ſun went backward, and he 
tengthened the king's life. 24 He ſaw by an 
excellent ſpirit what ſhould come to pals at the 
laſt, and he comforted them that mourned in 
Sion. 25 He ſhewed what ſhould come to paſs 
for ever, and ſecret things or ever they came. 
CHAPTER XLIX. 

1 The praiſe of Joſias, 6 of Jeremy, 8 of E-ekiel, &yc. 
HE remembrance of * Joſias is like the com- 
oſition of the perfume that is made by the 
art of the apothecary : it is {weet as honey in all 
mouths, and as muſick at a banquet of wine. 2 
He | behaved himſelf uprightly in the converſion 
of the people, and took away the abominations 
of iniquity. 3 He directed his heart unto the 
Lord, and in the time of the ungodly he eſtabliſh- 
ed the worſhip of God. 4 All, except David, 
and Ezekias, and ]oſias, were defective : for they 
forſook the law of the Mott High, ever the kings 
of Juda failed.. 5 Therefore he gave their 
power || unto others, and their plory to a ſtrange 
nation. 6 They burnt the choſen city of the 
ſanctuary, and made the ſtreets deſolate, || * ac- 
cording to the prophecy of Jeremias. 7 For 
| os, they“ intreated him evil, who nevertheleſs was 
6y '4- bard a prophet, *ſanCtified in his mother's womb, that 
foes? he might root out, and afflict, and deſtroy ; and 
Fe e, that he might build up alſo, and plant. 8 It 
was Ezekiel who ſaw the glorious viſion, which 


19. 

t 2 Kings 

18. 3. 

v 2 Kings 

20. 10, 11. 
Iſa. 38. 8. 


a 2 Kings 
22. 1. 
2 Chron. 


34+ 1. 


t Or, 


proſpercd. 
b 2 Kings 
23. 4, &. 
2 Chron, 

34$+ 3» 33* 
c 2 Kings 
23. 3» 25+ 


d 2 Chron. 

6. 17+ 
Or, 

born. 

« 2 Kings 

25. 9. 

2 Chron. 

46. 19. 


10. ' 
za. Was ſhewed him upon the chariot of the cheru- 
"tx. bims. 9 For he * made mention of the enemies 
under 7he figure of the rain, and directed them 
that went right. 10 And of the twelve pro- 
- phets let the memorial be bleſſed, and' let their 

bones flouriſh again out of their place : for they 

comforted Jacob, and delivered them by aſſured 
hope. 11 How ſhall we magnify “ Zorobabel ? 
even he was as a ſignet on the right-hand : 


12 
Hag. 2 23 9 % . n . 
n Ezra 3- So Was » Jeſus the fon of Joſedec : who in their 
2+ 


time builded the houſe, and ſet up an holy tem- 
dle to the Lord, which was prepared for ever- 
' * laſting glory. 13 And among the elect was Nee- 
x. mias, whoſe renown is great, who raiſed up for 
us the walls that were fallen, and ſet up the gates 
and the bars, and raiſed up our ruins again. 14 
But upon the earth was no man created » like 
16. Enoch ; for he was taken from the earth, 15 
Neither was there a man born like unto * Joſeph, 
0 332 of his brethren, a ſtay of the people, 
whoſe bones were regarded of the Lord. 16 
Shem and Seth, were in great honour among 
nien, and ſo was Adam above every living thing 
. in the creation. 


CHAPTER L. 
The praiſe of Simon the ſor of Onias, Oc. 

IMON the high-prieſt, the ſon of Onias, who 

in his lite repaired the houſe again, and in 

his days fortified the temple : 2 And by him 
was built from the foundation the double height, 
the high fortreſs of the wall about the temple : 
3 In his days the * ciſtern to receive water, being 
in compals as the ſea, was covered with plates of 
braſs: 4 He took care of the temple that it 


» 1 Kings 
J+ 33s 


Cnar. L. Ver. 18. The /ingers alſo ſang, &c] The ancient Jewiſh worſhip 
conſiſted of ſongs and ſacrificess While the prieſts were burning the victim 
upon the altar, the people were engaged in finging ſacred hymns in praiſe of 
that Being who was the object of ther worſhip and adoration. 
I 


ſhould not fall, and fortified the city againſt be. Bewre 
ſieging: 5 How was he honoured in the midſt Cs 
of the people in his coming out of f the fan 
6 He was as the morning-ſtar in the midſt of à , 
cloud, and as the moon at the full: » Ag the 7 
ſun ſhining upon the temple of the Moſt High 

and as the rainbow giving light in the bright 
clouds: 8 And as the flower of roſes in the 
ſpring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters 

and as the branches of the frankincenſe-ree in 

the time of ſummer: 9 As fire and incenſe in the 
cenſer, and as a veſſel of beaten gold ſet with all 
manner of precious ſtones: 10 And as a fair 

olive tree budding forth fruit, and as a cypreſs- 

tree which groweth up to the clouds, 11 When 

he put on the robe of honour, and was clothed 

with the perfection of glory, when he went up to 

the holy altar, he made the garment of holineſs 
honourable. 12 When he took the portions out 

of the prieſts hands, he himſelf ſtood by the 
hearth of the altar, compaſſed with his brethren 
round about, as a young cedar in Libanus ; and 

as palm-trees compaſſed they him round about. 

13 So were all the ſons of Aaron in their glory, 

and the oblations of the Lord in their hands, be- 

fore all the congregation of Iſrael. 14 And 
finiſhing the ſervice at the altar, that he might 
adorn the offering of the molt high Almighty, 

15 He ſtretched out his hand to the cup, and 
poured of * the blood of the 


Ctuary 78 
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+ Gr 
the g 
i"g of 
leci b. 


grape, he poured P*ut-;r. * 


out at the foot of the altar a ſweet- melling ſa- cl. 5 4. 


vour unto the moſt high King of all. 
16 Then ſhouted the ſons of Aaron, and*ſound- e Numb, 


ed the || ſilver trumpets, and made a great noiſe ( 


— wr heard, for a remembrance before the Moſt nr 
igh. 


I 
and fell 71 to the earth upon their faces to 


High. 18 The fingers alſo ſang praiſes with 
their voices, with great variety of ſounds was 
there made {ſweet melody. 19 And the people 
belought the Lord, the Moſt High, by prayer 
before him that is merciful, till the ſolemnity of 
the Lord was ended, and they had finiſhed his 
{ervice. 20 Then he went down, and lifted up 
his hands over the whole congregation of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, to give the bleſſing of the Lord 
with his lips, and to rejoice in his name. 21 And 
they bowed themſelves down to worſhip the 
ſecond time, that they might receive a bleſſin 
from the Moſt High. 22 Now therefore * bleſs , N. 
ye the God of all, which only doeth wondrous * 
things every-where, which exalteth our days 
from the womb, and dealeth with us according 
to his mercy. 23 He grant us joyfulneſs of heart, 
and that peace may be in our days in Iſrael for 
ever: 24 That he would confirm his mercy 
with us, and deliver us at his time! 25 There 
be two manner of nations which my heart ab- 
horreth, and the third is no nation: 26 They 
that ſit upon the mountain of Samaria, and they 
that dwell among the Philiſtines, and that fooliſh 
people that dwell in Sichem, 27 Jeſus the fon 
of Sirach of Jeruſalem hath written in this book 
the inſtruction of underſtanding and knowledge, 
who out of his heart poured forth wiſdom. 2: 
Bleſſed is he that ſhall be exerciſed in theſe 
things; and he that layeth them up in las heart 
ſhall become wiſe. 29 For if he do them, he 
ſhall be ſtrong to all things : for the light of the 
Lord leadeth him, who giveth wiſdom to the 
godly. Bleſſed be the Lord tor ever. Amen, 
Amen. 


— 


* - 
of — his 


— 


Rzrt8ecTion.—Grateful praiſe is an eſſential part 
ſhip. We cannot addreſs the Majeſty of heaven, 25 
bounty, unleſs we are thankful to him as our moſt generous 


| the author of every good and acceptable gift, 


Tit 


Then all the people together halted, j#u* | 


benefactor, 29 * 


Or, 
4 
payer, 


worſhip their Lord God Almighty, the Mott "" 


ll 


a Jer, 36 
4 


„ci. 
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LI. Prayer of the fon of Sirach. (87 


Before CHAF 1K LL 

cars. A Prayer of Jeſus the ſon of Sirach. 

1 Will thank thee, O Lord and King, and praiſe 
1 thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praiſe 
unto thy name: 2 For thou art my defender 
and helper, and haſt preſerved my body from 
deſtruction, and from the ſnare of the ſlanderous 
tongue, and from the lips that forge lyes, and 
haſt been mine helper againſt mine adverſaries : 
3 And haſt delivered me, according to the mul- 
titude of thy mercies and greatneſs of thy name, 

+c. from+the teeth of them that were ready to de- 

8 2 vour me, and out of the hands of ſuch as ſought 

wb, after my life, and from the manifold afflictions 
which I had; 4 From the choking of fire on 
every fide, and from the midſt of the fire which 
I kindled not; 5 From the depth of the belly 
of hell, from an unclean tongue, and from lying 
words. 6 By an acculation to the king from an 
unrighteous tongue my ſoul drew near even unto 
death, my lite was near to the hell beneath. 7 
They compaſſed me on every fide, and there was 
no man to help me: I looked for the ſuccour of 
men, but there was none. 8 Then thought I 
upon thy mercy, O Lord, and upon thy acts of 


old, how thou delivereſt ſuch as wait tor thee, 


and ſaveſt them out of the hands of the enemies. 

9 Then lifted I up my ſupplication from the 
earth, and prayed for deliverance from death. 

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my 
Lord, that he would not leave me in the days of 

my trouble, and in the time of the proud, when 
there was no help. 11 I will praiſe thy name 
continually, and will ſing praiſe with thank 

or, giving; | and ſo my prayer was heard: 12 For 
_ thou ſavedſt me from deſtruction, and deliveredſt 
me from the evil tine: therefore will J give 
thanks, and praiſe thee, and bleſs thy name, O Lord. 


| 


— 


fore will 1 aſcribe the g 


13 When J was yet young, or ever I || went Before 
abroad, I deſired wildom openly in my prayer, ss 
14 I prayed for her before the temple, and will 5_— 
leek her out even to the end. 15 Even from %. 
the flower till the grape was ripe hath my heart 
delighted in her : my foot went the right way, 
trom my youth up fought 1 after her. 16 I bow- 
ed down mine ear a little, and received her, and 
gat much learning. J. I prohted therein, /ere— 

ory unto him that giveth 
me wiſdom. 18 For I purpoſed to do after her, 
and earneſtly I followed that which is good; ſo 
ſhall I not be confounded. 19 My ſoul hath 
wreſtled with her, and in my doings 1 was exact: 
| ſtretched forth my hands to the heaven above, 
and bewailed my ignorances of her. 20 || directed 40 
my ſoul unto her, and I found her in purenelſs : 43:4. 
have had my heart joined with her from the be- . 
ginning, therefore ſhall I not be forſaken. 21 My 
heart || was troubled in ſeeking her: therefore || Or, 
have I gotten a good poſſeſſion. 22 The Lord ©" 
hath given me a tongue for my reward, and ! 
will praiſe him therewith. 23 Draw near unto 
me, ye unlearned, and dwell in the houſe of learn- 
ing. 24 Wherefore are ye ſlow, and what ſay 
ye of theſe things, ſeeing your ſouls are very 
thirlty? 25 I opened my mouth, and ſaid, Buy 10. 55 f. 
her for yourſelves without money. 26 Put your 
neck under the yoke, and let your foul receive 
inſtruction : * ſhe is hard at hand to find. 27 u Deut. 30. 
Behold © with your eyes, how that I have had 3; 
but little labour, and have gotten unto me much 
reſt, 28 Get learning with a great fum of mo- 
ney, and get much gold by her. 29 Let your ſoul 
rejoice in his mercy, and be not aſhamed of his 
praiſe. 30 Work your work betimes, and in a Rem. 2: 
his time he will give you your reward. % * 


SS Aa % Þ CH 


CHATTER 

' * 75 which en ; wrote in Babylon, and read 

to the Fews there. e weep with faſting, Cc. 
N theſe are the = + che book, 
which * Baruch the ſon of Nerias, the 
fon of Maaſias, the ſon of Sedecias, 
the ſon of Aſadias, the ſon of Checias, 
wrote in Babylon, 2 In the fifth year, and in 
the ſeventh day of the month, what time as the 
Chaldeans took Jeruſalem, and burnt it with fire. 
3 And Baruch did read the words of this book 
in the hearing of Jechonias the ſon of || Joachim 
King of Juda, and in the ears of all the people 
that came to hear the book, 4 And in the hear- 
Ing of the nobles, and of the king's ſons, and in 
the hearing of the elders, and of all the people, 
from the loweſt unto the higheſt, even of all them 
that dwelt at Babylon by the river Sud. 5 Where- 
{0.4 upon they wept, faſted, || and prayed before the 
, Lord. 6 They made allo a collection of money 
according to every man's power: 7 And they 
. 


a Jer. 36. 
4 


| Or, 


ix. 


lent it to 1 unto || Joachim the high- 
prielt, the fon of Chelcias, the ſon of Salom, and 
+ Kings to the prieſts, and to all the people which were 


usa, found with him at Jeruſalem, 


36. 10. 


8 At the ſame 
time when he received * the veſſels of the houſe 


ec... 


* 

e ARGUMEXT,—He was the ſon of Neriah, and grandſon of Ma- 

* _ of an illuſtrious deſcent, in the tribe of Judah : his brother Se- 

te a conſiderable employment in the court of king Zedekiah ; but 
mſelf kept cloſe to the perſon of Jeremiah the prophet, and ſtill 


— 


of the Lord, that were carried ont of the temple, 

to return them into the land of Juda, the tenth 

day of the month Sivan, namely, ſilver veſſels, which 
Sedecias the ſon of Joſias king of Juda had made, 

9 After that Nabuchodonoſor king of Babylon 

had carried away ]echonias, and the princes, and 

the || captives, and the mighty men, and the peo- 2 
ple of the land, from Jeruſalem, and brought? 

them unto Babylon. 10 And they ſaid, Behold, 

we have ſent you money to buy you burnt-offer- 

ings, and ſimofferings, and incenſe, and Fre are 

ye f manna, and offer upon the altar of the Cond do 9 
our God; 11 And? pray for the life of Nabu- for e, 
chodonoſor king of Babylon, and for the life of 
Balthaſar his fon, that their days may be upon . 
earth as the days of heaven: 12 And the Lord Fs. 
will give us ſtrength, and lighten our eyes, and Jer. 29. 7. 
we ſhall live * under the ſhadow of Nabuchodo- 4 Eck zi. 
noſor king of Babylon, and under the ſhadow of Ba. 
Balthaſar his ſon, and we ſhall ſerve them many 2». 
days, and find favour in their ſight. 13 Pray for 

us alſo unto the Lord our God, for we have ſin- 

ned againſt the Lord our God; and unto this 
day the fury of the Lord and his wrath is not 
turned from us. 


14 And ye ſhall read this book which we have 


* 


continued hĩs conſtant diſciple, though he thereby drew upon himſelf ſeveral 
perſecutions, and a great deal of bad treatment. There are but three copies 
of this book, one in Greek, and the other two in Syriac ; but we cannot 


determine in what language it was originally written, at this diſtance of time. 
CHAP. 


c ch. 0. 19 ; 
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88] The Jews confeſſun and prayer. 


BARUCH. 


CAPOCRYPH 2 


ſent unto you, to make confeſlion in the houſe of 
the Lord, upon the fealts and ſolemn days. 15 
e Dan.g. And ye ſhall ſay, Lo the Lord our God belonget!, 
<.2.6, righteouſneſs, but unto us the confuſion of faces, 
Neb: 9.3% as it is come 10 paſs this day, unto them of Juda, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerulalem, 16 And to 
our kings, and to our princes, and to our prielts, 
and to our prophets, and to our fathers: 17 For 
fDan,g.5. We have * ſinned before the Lord, 18 And difo- 
beycd him, and have not hearkened unto the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in the com- 
mandments that he gave us openly: 19 Since 
the day that the Lord brought our forefathers 
out of the land of Egypt, unto this preſent day, 
we have been diſobedient unto the Lord our God, 
and we have been negligent in not hearing his 
g Deut. 23, voice. 20 \Wherefore the evils cleaved unto 
us, and the curſe, which the Lord appointed by 
Moles his ſervant at the time that he brought 
our fathers out of the land of Egypt, to give us 
a land that floweth with milk and honey, like as 
þ Dan. 9. 77 75 10 ſee this day. 21 Nevertheleſs we have 
_ not hearkened unto the voice of the Lord our 
God, according unto all the words of the pro- 
phets, whom he ſent unto us: 22 But every 
man followed the imagination of his own wicked 
heart, to ſerve ſtrange Foes, and to do evil in the 
light of the Lord our God. 
| CHAPTER I. 
A continnation of the confeſſion and prayer, which the 
Jews at Babylon made, and ſent to Jeruſalem. 
a Nan. 9. HEREFORE* the Lord hath made good his 
"I" word, which he pronounced ag us, and 
againſt our judges that judged lrael, and againſt 
our kings, and againſt our princes, and againſt 
the men of Iſrael and Juda, 2 Jo bring upon 
us great plagues, ſuch as never happened under 
the whole heaven, as it came to pals in Jeruſalem, 
according to the things that were written in the 
b Deut. 23. lu of Moſes; 23 "That a man ſhould* eat the 
?+ 22 fleſh of his own ſon, and the fleſh of his own 
« 4.10. daughter. 4 Moreover he hath delivered them 
e king to be in ſubjection to © all the kingdoms that are 


15. 
Dan. 9. 11. 


4%. round about us, to be as * a reproach and deſola- 
25, 1 tion among all the people round about, where the 
1 Lord hath ſcattered them. 5 Thus we f were 
5. 22. caſt down, and not exalted, becauſe we have fin- 
, ned againlt the Lord our God, and have not been 


ne«1b, and Obedient unto his voice. 6 To the Lord our 


C bor. 23s, God appertaineth righteouſneſs : but unto us and 


43-44 to dur fathers open ſhame, as appeareth this day. 
I Da., y Vr all theſe plagues are come upon us, which 
+ pip the Lord hath pronounced againſt us. 8 Vet 
; ban. . have we not prayed before the Lord, that we 
15, 4. might turn every one trom the imaginations of 
his wicked heart. 9 W heretore the Lord watch- 
ed over us for evil, and the Lord hath brought it 
upon us: for the Lord is righteous in all his works 
which he hath commanded us. 10 Yet we have 
not hearkened unto his voice, to walk in the 
commandments of the Lord, that he hath ſer be- 
fore us, | 
k Din.9 11 * And now, O Lord God of Iſrael, that halt 
E brought thy people out of the land of Egypt 
with a mighty hand, and high arm, and with 
| ſions, and with wonders, and with great power, 
| Neb. 9. and * haſt gotten thyſelf a name, as appeareth this 
I), 


day: 12 O Lord our God, we have ſinned, we 
have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteouſly 
m Dan, 9. in all thine ordinances, 13 ® Let thy wrath turn 


oo from us: for we are but a few left among the 
:. ** heathen, where thou halt ſcattered us. 14 Hear 


our prayers, O Lord, and our petitions, and deli- 


ver us for thine own fake, and give us favour in 


Crap. II. Ver. 1. 7hr Lord bath made good his word, &c.] Here a con- 
teſſon is made of God's veracity and juſtice, in the infliction of thoſe plagues 
and calamities which, iu caſe of diſobedience, are threatened by the law of Mo- 
ſes. ö 


Deut. XXVIIi. 


| 


** 


LA 


nme 


the ſight of them which have led us away: * 1 ; or. 4 
T hat all the earth may know that thou art ru. 


Lord our God, becaule | ” If act and his polterity 5 —_ 
is called by thy name. 16 O Lord, look down 7 
from thine holy houſe, and conſider us: how # , 
down thine ear, O Lord, to hear us. 17 Open 4 1 


1 1 ent 40. 


thine eyes, and behold ; * tor the dead that are in <4 


1. 9. 


bodies, will give unto the Lord neither praile nor “ 
righteouſneſs: 18 But the ſoul that is greatly & 1, - 
vexed, which goeth ſtooping and feeble, and tie. 
eyes that fail, and the hungry ſoul, will give theo toll. 
praiſe and righteouſnels, O Lord. 19 There z 
fore we do not make our humble ſupplication be N e 
fore thee, O Lord our God, for the rightcouthe(s 0 
of our fathers, and of our kings. 20 For thou 1. * 
halt ſent out thy wrath and indignation upon us 

as thou haſt ſpoken by thy ſervants the prophets, 
ſaying, 21 Thus faith the Lord, Bow dow: 
your ſhoulders to ſerve the king of Babylon: o 
{hall ye remain in the land that I gave unto your 
fathers. 22 But if ye will not hear the voice of 

the Lord, to ſerve the king cf Babylon, 23 [ 


3 * 


will cauſe to ceaſe out of the cities of Juda, and ta 
from without Jeruſalem, the voice of mirth, and © 
the voice of joy, the voice of the brideproonm, and 

the voice of the bride : and the whole land shall 

be deſolate of inhabitants. 24 But we wou!/1 

not hearken unto thy voice, to ſerve the king of 
Babylon: therefore haſt thou made good the » ter. 9. 1, 
words that thou ſpakeſt by thy ſervants the pro- * 
phets, namely, that the bones of our Kings, and the 
bones of our fathers, ſhould be taken out of their 
places. 25 And, lo, * they are caſt out to the heat « 7 8. 
of the day, and to the froſt of the night, and they » © 
died in great miſeries by famine, by [word, and 

by peſtilence. 26 And the houſe which is called 

by thy name haſt thou laid walte, as 7! is to be {con 

this day, for the wickedneſs of the houſe of Iſracl 

and the houſe of Judah. 27 O Lord our God, 
thou haſt dealt with-us after af thy goodnels, and 
according to all that great mercy of thine, 28 

As thou ſpakeſt by thy ſervant Moles in the day 
when. thou did{t command kim to write thy law 
before the children of Iſracl, ſaying, 29 * If yer. 
will not hear my voice, ſurely f this very great he. 
multitude ſhall be turned into, a finall mb 5. 6. 
among the nations, where I will ſcatter them. 30 |"... 
For I knew that they would not hear me, becauſe /-«/" 
it is a {tift-necked people: but * in the land of their » Liv 26. 
captivities they ſhall || remember themſelves, 31 7%." 
And © ſhall know that I am the Lord their God: ow 
for * Iwill give them an heart, and ears to hear: Hi 
32 And they ſhall praiſe me in the land of their 4 Pew 
captivity, and think upon my name, 33 And i 
return from their {Hfff neck, and from their wic k- 
ed deeds : for they ſhall remember the way of ..... 


r 29 
© S 


2, 


their fathers, which ſinned before the Lord. - 34 


152 
| promiled with an oath unte their ſathers, Abra- a 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and they fall be lords ot 
it: and 1 will increaſe them, and they ſhall not 
be diminiſhed, 35 And *I will make an everlaſt ai, by 
ing covenant with them to be their God, and & ;z. j\ 
they ſhall be my people: - and 1 will no more g . 
drive my people of Iſrael out of the land that 122 3 
have given them. 1 
| CHAPTER HH by 
The conclufiom of the _ ion And prover which the 
fews at Babylon made, and ſent to Jeriſalem. 
Lord Almighty, God of Iſrael, the foul in 
anguiſh, the troubled ſpirit, crieth unto 


2 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy ; for 
becauie 


— 


. © 4 * *; * 4 75 f [ 16. 
And? will bring them again into the land which" 


thee. 
thou art merciful : and have-pity-upon us, 


reprehenſible, - 
and to thus pe- 
afflüton- 

C£4h 


Rrrlrcriox.— The conduct of the Jews was very! 
breaking their promiſe of obedience to the king of Babylon ; 


| fidy the moſt ſenſible among them have imputed all their ſubiequen: 


the graves, whole f fouls are taken from their tb! E 


_—_—- 


B. [ 
"7, 


ut. 3 


bs 14. 


1POCRYPHA.) CH AF. u . The commandments <wifuon. [89 


— 


3,12. we have ſinned before thee. 3 For * thou en<] the earth for evermore hath filled it with four- 
dureſt for ever, and we periſh utterly. 4 O0] footed bealts : 33 He that lendeth forth Jight,-- 
Lord Almighty, thou God of Iſracl, hear now, and it goeth, calleth it ag 1/4, and it obeyeth him 
the prayers of the dead Iſraelites, and of their | with tear. 34 The ſtars ſhined in their watches, 
children, which have ſinned before thee, and nor | and rejoiced : when ® he calleth them, they ny, b Fe t: 
hearkened unto the voice of thee their God: for | Here we be; and fo with cheertulnels they ſhew- ” 
the which cauſe theſe plagues cleave unto us. 5 ed light unto him that made them. 35 "This is 
Remember not the iniquities of our forefathers : | our God, and there ſhall none other be accounted 
-but rhink upon thy power and Ny name now at | of in compariſon of him. 36 He hath found out 
this time. 6 For thou art the Lord our God, | all the way of knowledge, and hath given it unto 
and thee, O Lord, will we praiſe. 7 And for | Jacob his ſervant, and to Hrael his beloved. 37 
this cauſe thou haſt put thy tear in our hearts, to] Afterward ' did he thew himſelf upon earth, and Prov. 5. 
the intent that we ſhould call upon thy name, | converied with men. 10 


ohn 1. 14. 
dea zo. and praiſe thee in our captivity : for * we have F f 
called to mind all the iniquity of our forefathers, } The hook of the commandmcuts tis that wiſdom which 
that ſinned before thee. - 8 Behold, we are yet was commended in the foregoing chapter, Oc. 
this day in our captivity, where thou halt ſcatter- HIS is the book of the commandments of 
ed us, for a reproach and a curſe, and to be ſub- God, and the law that endureth for ever: 


ject to payments, according to all the iniquities.of | all they that keep it /ha/! cone to life; but ſuch as 
our fathers, which departed from the Lord our] leave it ſhall die. 2 Turn thee, O Jacob, and 
God. 9 Hear, lirael, the commandments of life: | take hold of it: walk f in the preſence of the },”; ”- 
give ear to underſtand wiſdom. o How hap-| light thereof, that thou mayelt be illuminated. 4c. * 
peneth it, Iſrael, that thou art in thine enemies] 3 Give not thine honour to another, nor the % e 
land, that thou art waxen old in a ſtrauge coun-| things that are prohtable unto thee to a ſtrange * 
try, that thou art defled with the dead, 11 That] nation. 4 Or lfracl, happy are we; for things 
8.6. tliou art © counted with them that go down into] that are pleating to God ate made known unto us. 
the grave? 12 Thou halt forſaken the fountain] 5 Be of good cheer, my people, the memorial of 
„ of wiſdom. 13* For if thou had(t walked in the] Ifracl. 6 * Ye were {old to the nations, not for 410. go. 
+ way of God, thou ſhouldeſt have dwelled in peace| [your] deſtruction: but becauſe ye moved God to“ . 
for ever. 14 Learn where is wildoin, where is] wrath, ye were delivered unto the enemies. 
ſtrength, where is underſtanding ; ur thou may- For ye provoked him that made you by ſacri- bDeut. 3a, 
eſt know alſo where is length of days, and lite, | ficing unto devils, and not to God. 8 Fe naye 5... 
where is the light of the eyes, «nd peace. 15 forgotten the everlaſting God, that brought you 20. 
143, Who hath found out her place? or who hath] up; and 2 have grieved Jeruſalem, that nurſed 
come into her treaſures? 16 Where are the] you. 9 For when ſhe ſaw the wrath of God 
. princes of the heathen become, and ſuch as ruled coming upon you, ſhe ſaid, Hearken, O ye that 
the beaſts upon the earth; 17 They that had | dwell about Sion: God hath brought upon me 
their paſtime with the fowls of the air, and they | great mourning; 10 For ] law the captivity of 
that hoarded up filver and gold, whercin men] my fon, and daughters, which the Everlaſting 
truſt, and made no end of their getting? 18 For| brought upon them. 11 With joy did I nouriſh 
1 they that wrought in ſilver, and were ſo careful, them; but ſent them away with weeping and 
i and whoſe works are unſcarchable, 19 They] mourning. 12 Let no man rejoice over me, a 
are vaniſhed and gone down to the grave, and | widow, and forſaken of many, who for the jins of 
others are come up in their {teads. 20 Young Iny children am left deſolate ; becauſe they de- 
men have ſeen light, and dwelt upon the earth : | parted from the law of God. 13 They knew 
but the way of knowledge have they not known, |-not his ſtatutes, nor walked in the ways of his 
21 Nor underſtood the paths thereof, nor laid | commandments, nor trod in the paths || of difci- || Or, 
hold of it: their children were far off from that | pline in his righteouſneſs. 14 Let them that dwell CET 
way. 22 It hath not been heard of in Chanaan, about Sion come, and remember ye the captivity rig/1c2/- 
neither t hath it been ſeen in Theman., 23 The] of my ſons and daughters, which the Everlaſting ”” 
Agarenes that ſeek wiſdoni upon earth, the mer-| hath brought upon them. 15 For © he hath e peu. 28, 
. Chants of Meran and of Theman, the || authors | brought a nation upon them from far, a ſhameleſs 46. 80. 
of fables, and ſearchers-out of underſtanding ; nation, and of a ſtrange language, who neither re- 
F none of theſe have known the way of wiſdom, or | verenced old man, nor pitied child. 16 Theſe 
. remember her paths, I have carried away the dear beloved children of 
24 O Iſrael, how great is the houſe of God! the widow, and left her that was alone deſolate 
and how large is the place of his poſſeſſion! 25 without daughters. 17 But what can I help 
Great, and hath none end; high, and unmeaſure-| you? 18 For he that brought theſe plagues up- 
able. 26 There were the giants famous from | on you will deliver you from the hands of your 
the beginning, that were of ſo great itature, and | enemies. 19 Go your way, O my children, go 
{0 expert in war. 27 Thoſe did not the Lord | your way: for I am left deſolate. 20 I have put 
chiooſe, neither gave he the way of knowledge off the clothing of || peace, and put upon me the j or, 
1 unto them: 28 But they were deſtroyed, be-] ſackcloth of my prayer: I will cry unto the Ever- Dei 
bi cauſe they had no wiſdom, and periſhed through laſting 1j|* in my days. || Or, 
„ their own fooliſhneſs. 20 Who hath gone up 21 Þe of good cheer, O my children, cry un. Tale 
to heaven, and taken her, and brought her | to the Lord, and he ſhall deliver you from the M. 
own from the clouds? go Who hath gone wor and hand of the enemies. 22 For my 24 a 
over the fea, and found her, and will bring her | hope is in the Everlaſting, that he\will ſave you; 7 
tor pure gold? 31 No man knoweth her vay,f and joy is come unto me from the Holy One, 
nor thinketh of her path. 32 But he that know-| becauſe of the mercy which ſha}l ſoon come unto 
eth ail things knoweth her, and hath found her | you from the Everlatting our Saviour. 23 For 
out with his underſtanding : he that prepared | 1 ſent you out with mourning and weeping : but 
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Learn where is wiſdom, &c,] Very few among the þ with humanity, graciouſly ſent her to converſe with, and make herſelf known 
d of true wiſdom ; the heathen ſtoics and philoſophers | to mankind, in the perſon of his ever-bleſſed Son. 

ow her; and the giants of old, though renowned for“ , ReriEcTION,—Clear and unſullied notions of the divine perfections will 

: 5, were equally ignorant of her. Her conſtant, reſidence | = to keep our minds fixed on that rule of duty which ſhould ever dire& 
No Vine. who firſt gave her to Jacob; and afterwards, cloathing her | aur _— in this life. : ; 
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90] Jeruſalem rejoices at her reftor ation. B AR U CH. [APO CRYPT 
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God will give you to me again with joy and glad- ] them which were to be led captives into Baby. 
neſs for Lad "a Like Ky now the 1 lon by the king of the Babylonians, to _ , 
of Sion have ſeen your captivity : ſo ſhall they them, as it was commanded him of God. ; 
ſee ſhortly your ſalvation from our God, which ECAUSE of the fins which e. commit- 
ſhall come upon you with great glory, and bright- | ed before God, ye ſhall be led away captives 
neſs of the F.verlaſting. 25 My children, ſutter uo Babylon by Nabuchodonoſor king of the 
patiently the wrath that is come upon you | Babylonians. 3 So when ye be come into Baby. a 8 
from God: for thine enemy hath perſecuted lon, ye ſhall remain there many years, and for! + 
thee ; but ſhortly thou ſhalt ſce his deſtruction, Ia long ſeaſon, namely, ſeven generations: and +... 
„0% and ſhalt tread upon his neck. 26 || My delicate after that I will bring you away peaceably from 
ling: ones have gone rough ways, and were taken away thence. 4 Now ſhall ye ſee in Babylon gods of 1 
as a flock caught of the enemies. 27 Be of good | filver, and of gold, and of wood, borne upon 8s T 
comfort, O my children, and cry unto God? for | ſhoulders, which cauſe the nations to fear, 5 l 4 
ye ſhall be remembered of him that brought Beware therefore that ye in no Wiſe be like to %'*-* 48 
theſe: things upon you. 28 For as it was your ſtrangers, neither be ye afraid of them, when ye 616. 
mind to go aſtray from God: ſo, being returned, | ſee the multitude before them and behind then,, 
ſeek him ten times more. 29 For he that hath | worſhipping them. 6 But ſay ye in your hearts, 
brought theſe plagues upon you ſhall bring you | © Lord, we muſt worſhip thee. 7 For mine 
everlaſting joy again with your falvation, 30 angel is with you, and [ myſelf caring for your 
Take a good heart, O Jeruſalem : for he that fouls, 8 As for their tongue, it is poliſhed 
ave thee that name will comfort thee. 31 |Þy the workman, and they themſelves are 5 
iſerable are they that afflicted thee, and re- ne and laid over with * are they verge 
joiced at thy fall. 32 Miſerable are the cities | but talle, and cannot ſpeak. 9 And taking gold. 
which thy children erved : miſerable is ſhe that Jas it were for a virgin that loveth to go gay, 
received thy ſons. 33 For as ſhe rejoiced at thy | they make crowns for the heads of their gods, 
ruin, and was glad of thy fall: ſo ſhall ſhe be | 19 Sometimes allo the prieſts convey from their 
grieved for her own deſolation. 34 For I will gods gold and filver, and beſtow it upon them. 
take away the rejoicing of her great multitude, ſelves. 11 Yea, they will give thereof to the 
and her pride ſhall be turned into mourning. | common || harlots, and deck them as men with o, 
35 For fire ſhall come upon her from the Ever- | garments, [being] gods of ſilver, and gods of gold. 
laſting, long to endure; and ſhe ſhall be inha- and wood. 12 Yet cannot thele gods fave them-%.-/ .. Þ 
ech. g. 3. bited of devils for a great time. 36*<O Jeruſa- ſelves from ruſt and moths, mough they be co. 
lem, look about thee toward the eaſt, and behold | VET ed with r raiment. 13 They wipe their 
the joy that cometh unto thee from God. 37 faces becauſe of the duſt of the temple, when 
Lo, thy ſons come, whom thou ſenteſt away, there is much upon them. 14 And he that can- 
they come gathered together from the eaſt to not put to death one that offendeth him holdeth 
the weſt by the word of the Holy One, rejoicing | ? ſceptre, as though he were a judge of the 
in the glory of God. country. 15 He hath alſo in his right-hand a 
FRRMYESTY: dagger and an ax: but cannot deliver himlelf 
Feruſulem is moved 10 rejoice at her own reſtoration, | from war and thieves. 16 Whereby they are 
pu off, O Jeruſalem, the garment of thy known not to be gods: therefore fear them not. 

T mourning and affliction, and put on the come- | ! 7 For like as a veſſel that a man uſeth is no- 
lineſs of the glory that cometh from God for | thing worth when it is broken; even ſo it is with 
ever. 2 Caſt — thee a double garment of the | their gods: when they be ſet up in the temple, 
righteouſneſs which cometh from God - and ſet their eyes be full of duſt through the feet of them 

| a diadem on thine head of the glory of the Ever- that come in. 18 And as the || doors are made | 0, 
| laſting. 3 For God will ſhew thy brightneſs {ure on every {ide upon him that offendeth the? 
| unto every country under heaven. 4 For thy | king, as being committed to ſuffer death: even 
name ſhall be called of God for ever The peace ſo the prieſts make faſt their temples with doors, 
of righteouſneſs, and The glory of God's wor- with locks, and bars, leſt their gods be ſpoiled with 
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| ſhip. 5 Ariſe, O Jeruſalem, and ſtand on high, | robbers. 19 They light them candles, yea, more 
f ach. 4. 36. and * look about toward the eaſt, and behold th than for themſelves, whereof they cannot lee 
; children gathered from the welt unto the eaſt | One. 20 They are as one of the beams of the 


by the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the | temple, yet they ſay their hearts are f gnawed + . 
remembrance of God. 6 For they departed | upon by things creeping out of the earth ; and 
from thee on foot, and were led away of their | When they eat them and their clothes, they tee! 
enemies: but God bringeth them unto thee ex- It not. 21 Their faces are blacked through the 
alted with glory, as children of the kingdom. ſmoke that cometh out of the temple. 22 Upon 
4. For God hath appointed that * every high hill, their bodies and heads fit bats, ſwallous, and 
| T and banks of long continuance, ſhould be caſt birds, and the cats alſo. 23 By this ye may know 
down, and vallies filled. up, to make even the that they are no gods: therefore fear them not. 
ground, that Iſrael may go ſafely in the glory of | 24 Notwithſtanding the gold that is about then 
God. 8 Moreover even the woods and every | to make them beautiful, except they wipe off the 
{weet-{melling tree ſhall overſhadow Iſrael by the ruſt, they will not ſhine : for neither when they 
commandment of God. 9 For God ſhall lead | Were molten did they feel it. 25 The things 
iſrael with joy in the light of his glory with the wherein there is no breath are bought for || 310%, 
mercy and righteouſiieſs that cometh from him. moſt high price. 26 They are borne upon 


| | ing hey declare += 
The Epiſtle of J E REM v. ſhoulders, having no feet, whereby they 1 


unto men that they be nothing worth. 27 

G | alſo that ſerve them are aſhamed: for if they fall 
to the ground at any time, they cannot rife up 
again of themſelves : neither, if one ſet them Up: 
right, can they move of themſelves: neither, 
A copy of an epiltle, which Jeremy ſent unto | they be bowed down, can they make themſelves 


| | Jeremy certifieth the people that the cauſe of their cap- 
| tuny is their ſiu, Q. 


On ay. V. Ver. 2. A double garment &c.] By this we may underſtand RerLect 108,—Some think the glory of the Everlaſting” _ y” 

perſonal and holy obedience, in connection with the Redeemer's righteouſ- kingdom of the Meſſiah, which js ſet up in the heart, and © 

neſs; both which came from God. | ouſneſs, peace, and joy, &c, B Cuat 
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APOCRYPHA.) 

TH ſtraight : but they ſet || gifts before them, as unto 
Ni dead men. 28 As for the things that are ſacri- 
10 ficed unto them, their prieſts ſell and || abuſe ; 
ſpend. 


in like manner their wives lay up part thereof in 
{alt ; but unto the poor and impotent they give 
nothing of it. 29 Menſtruous women and wo- 
{ Lev. 12. men in child-bed * eat their ſacrifices: by theſe 
+ things ye may know that they are no gods : 
fear them not. 3o For how can they be called 
gods? becauſe women ſet meat before the gods 
of ſilver, gold, and wood. 31 And the prieſts 
ſit in their temples, having their clothes rent, 
and their heads and beards fhaven, and nothing 
upon their heads. 32 'I hey roar and cry before 
their gods, as men do at the feaſt when one is 
dead. 33 The prieſts alſo take oft their gar- 
ments, and clothe their wives and children. 34 
Whether it be evil that one docth unto them, 
or good, they are not able to recompenle it: 
they can never let up a king, nor put him down. 
35 In like manner, they can neither give riches 
nor money : though a man make a vow unto 
them, and keep it not, they will not require it, 
36 They can fave no man from death, neither 
deliver tlie weak from the mighty. 37 They 
cannot reſtore a blind man to his fight, nor help 
any man in his diſtreſs. 38 They can ſhew no 
mercy to the widow, nor do good to the father- 
leſs. 39 Their gods of wood, and which are 
overlaid with gold and ſilver, are like the ſtones 
that be hewn out of the mountain: they that 
worſhip them ſhall be confounded. 40 How 
{ſhould a man then think and ſay that they are gods, 
when even the Chaldeans themſelves. diſhonour 
them? 41 Who if they ſhall ſee one dumb that 
cannot ſpeak, they || bring him, and intreat Bel 
that he may ſpeak, as though he were able to 
underſtand. 42 Yet they cannot underſtand this 
themſelves, and leave them: for they have || no 
knowledge. 43 The women alſo with cords 
about them, ſitting in the ways, burn bran for 
perfume : but if any of them, drawn by ſome 
that paſſeth by, lie with him, ſhe reproacheth 
her fellow, that ſhe was not thought as worthy 
as herſelf, nor her cord broken. 44 Whatſoever 
is done among them is falle : how may it then 
be thought or ſaid that they are gods? 45 ©'T hey 
are made. of carpenters and goldſmiths: they 
can be nothing elſe than the workmen will have 
them to be. 46 And they themſelves that made 
them can never continue long ; how ſhould then 
the things that are made of them be gods? 47 
For they left lyes and reproaches to them that 
come after, 48 For when there cometh an 

war or plague upon them, the prieſts conſult with 
themſelves, where they may be hidden with them. 
49 How then cannot men perceive that they 
bie no gods, which can neither fave themlelves 
+ from war, nor from plague? 30 For ſeeing 
they be but of wood, and overlaid with ſilver 
and gold, it ſhall be known hereafter that they 
are falle: $51 And it ſhall manifeſtly appear to 
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all nations and kinęs that they are no gods, but 
the works of men's hands, and that there is no 
work of God in them. 

52 Who then may not know that they are no 
gods? 53 For neither can they ſet up a %ing in 
the land, nor give rain unto men. 54 Neither 
can they judge their own cauſe, nor redrejs% a 
wrong, being unable: for they are as crows be— 
tween heaven and earth. 55 \Whereupon when 
fire falleth upon the houſe of gods of wood, o1 
laid over with gold or ſilver, their prieſts wilt 
flee away, and eſcape ; but they themſelves ſhall 
be burned aſunder like beams. 50 -Moreove: 
they cannot withitand any king or enemies: how 
can it then be thought or ſaid that they be gods ? 
57 Neither are thoſe gods of wood, and laid over 
with ſilver or gold, able to eſcape cither from 
thieves or robbers, 58 Whole gold, and ſilver, 
and garments wherewith they are clothed, they 
that are ſtrong do take, and go away withal : 
neither are they able to help themſelves. 49 
Therefore it is better to be a king that ſhewet}1 
his power, or elſe a profitable veſſel in an houſe, 
which the owner ſhall have uſe of, than ſuch falſe 
gods: or to be a door in an houle, to keep ſuch 
things fate as be therein, than ſuch falſe gods; 
or a pillar of wood in a palace, than ſuch falſe 
gods. 60 For ſun, moon, and ſtars, being bright, 
and ſent to do their offices, are obedient. 61 In 
like manner the lightning when it breaketh forth 
is eaſy to be ſeen; and || after the ſame manner 
the wind bloweth in every country, 62 And 
when God commandeth the clouds to go over 
the world, they do as they are bidden. 63 And 
the fire ſent from above to conſume hills and 
woods doeth as it is commanded : but theſe are 
like unto them neither in ſhew nor power. 64 
Wherefore it is neither to be ſuppoſed nor ſaid 
that they are gods, ſeeing they are able neither 
to judge caules, nor to do good unto men. 65 
Knowing therefore that they are no gods, fear 
them not. 66 For they can neither curſe nor 
bleſs kings: 67 Neither can they ſhew ſigns in 
the heavens among the heathen, nor ſhine as the 
ſun, nor give light as the moon, 68 The beaſts 
are better than they : tor they can get under a 
covert, and help themſelves. 69 It is then by 
no means maniteſt unto us that they are gods : 
therefore fear them not. 70 For as a ſcarecrow 
in a garden of cacumbers keepeth nothing : ſo 
are their gods of wood, and laid over with ſilver 
and gold, 71 And likewiſe their gods of wood, 
and laid over with ſilver and gold, are like to n 
white thorn in an orchard, that every bird fitteth 
upon ; as allo to a dead body, that is caſt into the 
dark. 72 And ye ſhall know them to be no 
gods by the || bright purple that rotteth upon 0, 
them : and they themſelves afterward ſhall be 9 
eaten, and ſhall be a reproach in the country, 73 
Better therefore is the juſt man that hath none 
idols: for he ſhall be far from reproach, 
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The Soxc of the THREE HOLY CHILDREN. 


The prayer of Azarias in the midſt of the fire. 

ND they walked in the midſt of the 
fire, praiſing God, and bleſſing the 
Lord. 2 Then Azarias flood up, and 
prayed on this manner ; and opening 


— am + 


„ * Toe Acuvue —This Song follows in the third chapter of Daniel, after 
dare, © fell down bound into the midſt of the burning fiery furnace,” 
3, That which followeth is not in the Hebrew, to wit, © and they 
4, unto theſe words, © Then Nebuchadnezzar,” ver, 24. This com- 


his mouth in the midſt of the fire, ſaid, 2 Bleſ. 

{ed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers : rh 

name is worthy to be praiſed and glorified for 
evermore: 4 For thou art righteous in all the Pao. 9. 
things that thou hatt done to us: yea, true are“ 


» poſition conſiſts of a prayer and thankſgiving: the prayer is a devout con- 
feſſion of fins, and an acknowledgment of God's juſtice : the thankſgiving 
is a ſolemn exhortation to all creatures, but eſpecially the three Hebrew 


| children, to bleſs, praiſe, and exalt the Lord for ever. 
Var. 


— — * 


6 SER 
92] 1/rael*s confeſſion of ſis, 


ee 


SONG of the THREE CHILDREN. 


[APOCRYPH A. 


b PL. 25- all thy works, thy ways are right, and * all thy 
: judgments truth. 5 In all the things that thou 
haſt broupht upon us, and upon the holy city of 
our fathers, ever Jeruſalem, thou haſt executed 
true judgment: for according to truth and judg- 
ment didſt thou bring all thele things upon us 
becauſe of our fins. 6 For we have ſinned and 
committed iniquity, departing from thee. 7 In 
all things have we treſpaſſed, and not obeyed thy 
commandments, nor kept them, neither done as 
thou haſt commanded us, that it might go well 
with us. 8 Wherefore all that thou haſt brought 
upon us, and every thing that thou haſt done to 
us, thou haſt done in true judgment. 9 And 
thou dicit deliver us into the hands of lawleſs 
enemies, molt hateful Forlakers of God, and to an 
unjuſt king, and the moſt wicked in ail the world. 
10 And now we cannot open our mouths, we 
are become a ſhame and reproach to thy {ervants, 
and to them that worſhip thee. 11 Yet deliver 
us not up wholly, for thy name's ſake, neither 
diſannul thou thy covenant: 12 And cauſe not 
thy mercy to depart from us, for thy beloved 
Abraham's ſake, for thy ſervant Iſaac's fake, and 
tor thy holy HraePs fake; 13 Lo whom. thou 
halt ſpoken and promiſed, that thou wouldeſt 
multiply their feed as the ſtars of heaven, and as 


e Gen. 22. 
15. & 26, 
4. 


4 Barach the ſand that lieth upon the ſea ſhore. 14 For 
2.13- we, O Lord, are become leſs than any nation, and 
be kept under this day in all the world becauſe 

of our ſins. 15 Neither is there at this time 
prince, or prophet, or leader, or burnt-oftering, 

or ſacrifice, or oblation, or incenſe, or place to 
ſacrifice before thee, and to find mercy. 16 

e Baruch Nevertheleſs © in a contrite heart and an humble 
f ſpirit let us be accepted. 17 Like as in the burnt- 
offerings of rams and bullocks, and like as in ten 

sn thouſands of fat lambs: ſo let our ſacrifice be in 
m thy ſight this day, and graut that we may wholly 
„ 25 go after thee: for they ſhall not be contounded 
| that put their truſt in thee. 18 And now we 
follow thee with all our heart, we fear thee, and 

ſeek thy face. 19 Put us not to ſhame: but 

deal with us after thy loving-kindneſs, and ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies. 20 
Deliver us allo according to thy marvellous 
works, and give glory to thy name, O Lord: and 

| let all them that do thy ſervants hurt be aſhamed; 
4Or, 5 21 And let them be confounded || in all their 
age, power and might, and let their ſtrength be 
woken; 22 And let them know that thou art 

Lord, the only God, and glorious over the whole 
world. 23 And the king's ſervants, that put 

them in, ceaſed not to make the oven hot with 

or, - roſin!}, pitch, tow, and ſmall wood; 24 So that 
5:45. the flame ſtreamed forth above the furnace forty 
« certain and nine cubits. 25 And it paſſed through, and 
Ga burned thoſe Chaldeans it found about the fur- 
c nace. 26 But the angel of the Lord came down 
7% 5. into the oven together with Azarias and his fel- 
cap. 1056. lows, and {mote the flame of the fire out of the 
oven; 27 And made the midſt of the furnace 

4o% as it had been a || moiſt whiſtling wind, ſo that 


the fire touched them not at All, neither hurt 
nor troubled them. 28 1 'I ben the three, as out 
of one mouth, praiſed, glorified, and bleſſed God 
in the furnace, laying, 29 Bleſſed art thou, O 
Lord God of our tathers: and to be praiſed and 
exalted above all for ever. 30 And bleſſed is thy 
glorious and holy name: and to be praiſed and 
exalted above all tor ever. 31 Bleſſed art thou 
in the temple of thine holy glory : and to be 
praiſed and glorified above all for ever. 32 Bleſ- 
{ed art thou that. beholdeſt the depths, and ſitteſt 
upon the cherubims : and to be praiſed and ex- 


| 


above all for ever. 55 O ye fountains, bleſs ye 


— 


alted above all for ever. 33 Bleſſed art thou on 
the glorious throne of thy kingdom : and to be 
praiſed and glorified above all for ever. 34 Blef. b 
ied art thou in the firmament of heaven: and 
above all to be praiſed and glorified for ever. 

5 O all ye works of the Lord, bleſs ye the bi. 
Lord: praiſe and || exalt him above all for ever, , 
36 O ye heavens, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and 
exalt him above all for ever. 37*Oye angels 8 
of the Lord, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt “ 
him above all for ever. 38 O all ye waters that K Hs, 2 
be above the heaven, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe 17 i 
and exalt him above all for ever. 39 O all ye Nn 
powers of the Lord, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and 
exalt him above all for ever. 40 O ye ſun and =? us. 
moon, bleſs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him“ 
above all for ever. 41 O ye ſtars of heaven, *  :48. 
bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all 
for ever. 42 O every ſhower and dew, bleſs ye 
the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all for 
ever. 43 O all ye winds, blets ye the Lord: 5% «3. 
praiſe and exalt him above all for ever. 44 »Opr; x, 
ve fire and heat, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and“ 
exalt him above all for ever. 45 O ye winter 
and ſummer, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt 
him above all for ever. 46 O ye deus and 
ſtorms of ſnow, bleſs ye the Lord: praile and 
exalt him above all for ever. 47 O ye nights 
and days, bleſs ye the Lord: prai'e and exait hin 
above all for ever. 48 O ye iight and darkneſs, 
bleſs ye the Lord: praite and cxalt him above all 
for ever. 49 O ye ice and cold, bleſs ye the 
Lord : praiſe and exalt him above all tor ever. 

50 O ye frolt and ſnow, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe 

and exalt him above all for ever. 51 O ye light- 

nings and clouds, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and 

exalt him above all for ever. 52 O let the earth 

bleſs the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all 

for ever. 53 O ye mountains and little hills, 4 ** 4 
bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all * 

for ever. 54 O all ye things that grow on the 
earth, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him 


* 
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the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all tor 
ever. 56 Oye ſeas and rivers, bleſs ye the Lord: 
praiſe and exalt him above all for ever. 57 O 

ye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless 

ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all for 
ever. 58 O all ye fowls of the f air, bleſs ye , 
the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all for ever. + Gr. 
59 * O all ye beaſts and cattle, bleſs ye the Lord: 3 
praiſe and exalt him above all for ever. 60 O «. 
ye children of men, bleſs ye the Lord: praile 

and exalt him above all for ever. 6: O rae, \ 
bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above ail 

for ever. 62 O ye prielts of the Lord, blets ye,“ 
the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all tor 
ever. 63 0 ye ſervants of the Lord, blels ye 

the Lord : praiſe and exalt him above all tor 
ever. 64 O ye ſpirits and fouls of the righteous, 

bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him above all, > 
for ever. 65 O ye || holy and humble men of... 
heart, bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him 
above all for ever. 66 O Ananias, Azarias, and 
Mice bleſs ye the Lord: praiſe and exalt him 

A all for ever: for he hath delivered us from 4 
hell ||, and ſaved us from the hand of death, and 4 ee 
delivered us out of the midſt of the furnace 44 
burning flame: even out of the midſt of the tre wo 
hath he delivered us, 67 O give thanks unto the, 
Lord, becauſe he is gracious : for his mercy c 
dureth for ever. 68 all ye that worſhip the 
Lord, bleſs the God of gods, praile him, and ge 

him thanks: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

1e 


Ver. 31. Bi art then, &e.] The author, in this paſſage, plainly alludes 
to the throne of God in glory, which is often called a temple in ſcripture : 
by this it appears that the doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul was gene- 
rally believed when this ſong was written, 


Red 
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ſafed in a time 
juſt to be 


wu 7 FLECTION.—Gratitude for mercies received ſhould b 
in words. The man who is not grateful for favours vouch 
1 is really worſe than the beaſts. It well becomes the 
fi * 
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J of SUSANNA 


_ -> 
lA Seed Sic ic. Luo. wc AI. 2 44. a . * 


1 The family of Sit. 5 Two judges foe to gra- 

tfy ther laſt with) ber, W's | 
HERE dwelt a man in Babylon, called 
Joacim: 2 And he took a wite, whole 
name was Suſanna, the daughter of 
Chelcias, a very fair woman, and one 
that feared the Lord. 3 Her parents allo were 
righteous, and taught their daughter according; 
to the law of Moles. 4 Now Joacim was a 
great rich man, and had a fair garden joining unto 
his houſe : and to him reſorted the winds, becaulc 
he was more honourable than all others. 5 Ihe 
{ime year were appointed two of the ancients of 
the people to be Judges, ſuch as the Lord ſpake of, 
that wickedneſs came from Babylon from ancient 
judges, who ſeemed to govern the people. 6 
'Vhele kept much at Joacim's houſe : and all 
that had any ſuits in law came unto them. 7 Now 
when the people departed away at noon, Suſanna 
went into her huiband's garden to walk. 8 And 
the two elders faw her going iu every day, and 
walking; fo that their luſt was inflamed toward 
her. 9 And they perverted their own mind, and 
turned away their eyes, that they might not look 
unto heaven, nor remember jult judgments. 10 
And albeit they both were wounded with her 
love, yet durſt not one ſhew another his grief, 
11 For they were aſhamed to declare their luſt, 
that they defired to have to do with her. 12 Yer 
they watched diligently from day ta day to fee 
her. 13 And the one ſaid to the other, Let us 
now go home: for it is dinner-time. 14 So when 
they were gone out, they parted the one from 
the other, and turning back again they came to 
the lame place; and after that they had aiked 
one another the caule, they acknowledged their 
luſt: then appointed they a time both together, 
* when they might find her alone. 154 And it fell 
„a Our, as they watched a fit time, ſhe went in f as 
--- before with two maids only, and ſhe was deſirous 
to waſh herlelf in the garden: for it was hot. 
16 And there was no body there fave the two el. 
ders, that had hid themſelves, and watched her. 
17 Then ſhe faid to her maids, Bring me oil and 
waſtiing-balls, and ſhut the garden-doors, that J 
m'y waſh me. 18 And they did as ſhe bade 
them, and ſhut the garden-doors, and went out 
themlelves at || privy doors to fetch the things 
that ſhe had commanded them: but they ſaw 
not the elders, becauſe they were hid. 19 Now 
when the maids were gone forth, the two elders 
roic up, and ran unto her, ſaying, 20 Behold, 
the garden doors are ſhut, that no man can ſee us, 
and we are in love with thee; therefore conſent 
uyto us, and lie with ns. 21 If thou wilt not, we 
will bear witneſs againſt thee, that a young man 
vas with thee: and therefore thou didſt fend. 
away thy maids from thee. 22 Then Suſanna 
ſiglied, and (aid, I am ſtraitened on every fide : for 
il do this thing, it is death unto mc: and it 1 
do It not, I cannot eſcape your hands. 23 lt is 
better for me to fall into your hands, and not do 
It, than to fi11 in the ſight of the Lord. 24 With 
that Suſanna cried wk a loud voice: and the two 
ewwers cried out againſt her. 25 Then ran the 
vue, and opened the garden-door. 26 So when 
the ſervants of the houte heard the cry in the 
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Wanted from aniel, but has been inſerted in the Latin and Vulgate, as 
No, Vin tbe Greek of Theodotion. It has been deemed a pious fable, 
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garden, they ruſhed in at a privy door, to {or 
what was done unto her. 27 But when the ©! 
ders had declared their matter, the ſervants were 
greatly aſhamed; tor there was never fich a ic 
port made of Suſanna. 

2094 And it came to pals the next day, when 

the people were aflembled to her hufhund Joacin, 
the two elders came allo full of mifchievous ima- 
gination againlt Sulanna to put her to death; 29 
And ſaid betore the people, Send for Sulanna, the 
daughter of Chelcias, Joacim's wife. And ſo they 
lent, 30 So ſhe came with her father and mo- 
ther, her children, and all her kindred. 31 Now 
Suſanna was a very dclicate woman, and beautcous 
to behold, 32 And theſe wicked men com- 
manded to uncover her face (tor ſhe was cover- 
ed), that they might be tilled with her beauty. 
33 Therefore her friends and all that ſaw her 
wept. 34 Then the two elders ſtood up in the 
midit of the people, and laid their hands upon 
her head. 35 And ſhe weeping, looked up toward 
heaven: for her heart truſted in the Lord. 36 
And the elders laid, As we walked in the garden 
alone, this woman came in with two maids, and 
{hut the garden-doors, and ſent the maids away. 
37 Then a young man, who was there hid, came 
unto her, and lay with her. 38 Then we that 
{ltooa in a corner of the garden, {ceing this wick- 
ednels, ran unto theni. 39 And when we law 
them together, the man we could not hold : tor 
he was ſtronger than we, and opened the door, 
and leaped out. 40 But having taken this wo- 
man, we aſked who the vows man was, but the 
would not tell us: theſe things do we teitity. 41 
Then the atlembly believed them, as thoſe that 
were the elders and judges of the people: ſo they 
condemned her to death. 42 Then Suſauna 
cried out with a loud voice, and ſaid, O everlaſting 
God, that knoweſt the ſecrets, and knoweſt all 
things before they be: 43 Thou knowelt that 
they have borne falſe witneſs againſt me, and, be- 
hold, 1 muſt die; whereas I never did ſuch things 
as theſe men have maliciouſly invented againit 
me. 44 And the Lord heard her voice. 

45 4 Therefore when the was led to be put to 
death, the Lord railed up the holy {pirit of a 
young youth, whole name was Daniel: 36 Who 
cried with 'a loud voice, I am clear from the a at. 27. 
blood of this woman. 47 Then all the people **: 
turned them toward him, and {aid, W hat mean 
theſe words that thou haſt ſpoken? 48 So he 
landing in the midſt of them laid, Are ye ſuch 
fools, ye ſons of Iſrael, that without examination 
or knowledge of the truth ye have condemned 
a daughter of Iſrael? 49 Return again to the 
place of judgment: for they have borne falle 
witneſs againſt her. 50 Wherefore all the pco- 
ple turned again in haſte, and the elders faid unto 
him, Come, fit down among us, and ſhew it us, 


| ſeeing God hath given thee the honour of an c 


der. 51 Then ſaid Danicl unto them, Put theie 
two aſide one far from another, and 1 will ex2- 
mine them. 52 So when they were put alter 
one from another, he called one of them, and 
ſaid unto him, O thou that art waxen old in wick- 
edneis, now thy fins which thou haſt committed 
aforetime are come 10 light: 53 tor thou hatt 


of it may be founded in fact. 
| 42 


calculated to give an example of a chaſte and faithful wife. The whole is in 
every reſpect conſiſtent with the practices in that age, and probably ſome part 


The 


904] 


King Cyrus favours Daniel, 


BEL and the DRAGON. 


[APOCRYPH A, 


v Exod. 


+ Gr. 


pronounced falſe judgment, and haſt condemned 


Who anſwered, Under an] holm-tree. 59 Then! 8 


ry, 


the innocent, and haſt Jet the guilty go free ; 
albeit the Lord faith, * Ihe innocent and righ- 
teous ſhalt thou not ſlay. 54 Now then, it thou 
halt ſeen her, tell me, Under what tree ſaweſt 
thon them companying together? Who an- 
{wered, Under a + maltick-tree. 55 And Daniel 


entree ſaid, Very well; thou haſt lyed againſt thine 


own head; for even now the angel of God hath 
received the ſentence of God to cut thee in two, 
56 So he put him aſide, and commanded to bring 


the other, and ſaid unto him, O thou ſeed of 


Chanaan, and not of Juda, beauty hath deceived 
thee, and luſt hath perverted thine heart. 57 
Thus have ye dealt with the daughters of Iſrael, 
and they for fear companied with you : but the 
daughter of Juda would not abide your wicked- 
neſs. 58 Now therefore tell me, Under what 
tree didſt thou take them companying together? 


againſt thine own head: for the angel of God 
waiteth with the {word ta cut thee in two, that 
he may deſtroy you. 60 With that all the aſſem. 
bly cried out with a loud voice, and praiſed God 
who ſaveth them that truſt in him. 61 And they 
arote againlt the two elders, for Daniel had con- 
victed them of falle witneſs by their own mouth: 


intended to do to their neighbour ; and the 

them to death. Uhus the innocent blood Was 
layed the ſame day. 63 "Therefore Chelcias and 
his wite praiſed God for their daughter Suſanna 
with Joacim her huſband, and all the kindreg' 
becauſe there was no diſhoneſty found in her. 
64 From that day forth was Daniel had in great 


ſaid Daniel unto him, Well; thou haſt alſo lyeq #47: 


62 And according to the law of Moſes * they eben g 
did unto them in ſuch fort as they maliciouſſy , 


Prov. 19. 


put 5. 
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5 Or, 
lived with 
the king. 


reputation in the ſight of the people. 
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* The Hiſtory of the Deſtruction of BEL and the DRAGON, 
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Daniel's fnaveur with king Cyrus, Oc. 


ND king Aſtyages was gathered to his 
tathers, and Cyrus of Perſia received 


his kingdom. 2 And Daniel||converſed 
with the king, and was honoured 
above all his friends. 3 Now the Babylonians 
had an idol, called Bel, and there was ſpent upon 


him every day twelve great meaſures of tine 


flour, and forty ſheep, and fix veſſels of wine. 4 


a Feclus, 
30. 19+ 


And the king worſhipped it, and went daily to 
adore it: but Daniel worſhipped his own God. 
And the king faid unto him, Why doft not thou 
worſhip Bel? 5 Who anſwered and ſaid, Be- 
cauſe I may not worſhip idols made with hands, 
but the living God, who hath created the hea- 
ven and the earth, and hath ſovereignty over all 
fleſh. 6 Then faid the king unto him, Thinkeſt 
thou not that Bel is a living god, ſeeſt thou not 
how much he eateth and I 

7 Then Daniel ſmiled, and faid, O king, be not 


deceived : for this is but clay within, and braſs 


without, and did never * eat or drink any thing. 
8 So the king was wroth, and called for his 
prieſts, and ſaid unto them, If ye tell me not who 
this is that devoureth theſe expences, ye ſhall die. 
9 But if ye can certify me that Bel devoureth 
them, then Daniel ſhall die: for he hath ſpoken 


blaſphemy againſt Bel. And Daniel faid unto- 
the king, Let it be according to thy word. 10 


Now the prieſts of Bet were threefcore and ten, 
beſide their wives and children. 
went with Daniel into the temple of Bel. 11 Sv 
Bel's prieſts ſaid, Lo, we go out: but thou, O 


rinketh every day ?- 


And the king 


* 


parted. 15 Now in the night came the prieſts 
with their wives and children, as they were wont 
to do, and did eat and drink up all. 16 In the 
morning betime the king aroſe, and Danicl with 
him. 17 And the king ſaid, Daniel, are the ſeals 
| whole? And he ſaid, Yea, O king, they be whole, 
18 And as ſoon as he had opened the door, the 
king looked upon-the table, and cried with a loud 
voice, Great art thou, O Bel, and with thee is no 
deceit at all. 19 Then laughed Daniel, and held 
the king that he ſhould not go in, and faid, Be- 
hold now the pavement, and mark well whoſe 
footſteps are theſe. 20 And the king faid, I fee 
the footſteps of men, women, and children. And 
then the king was angry, 21 And took the 
prieſts with their wives and children, who ſhewed 
him the privy doors, where they came in, and con- 
ſumed ſuch things as were upon the table. 22 
"Therefore the king ſlew them, and delivered Bel 
into Daniel's power, who deſtroyed him and his 
temple. 23 || And in that fame place there was | Swe 
a great dragon, which they of Babylon worſhip: . 
ped. 24 And the king ſaid unto Daniel, Wilt 4 
thou alſo fay that this is of braſs? lo, he liveth, 
he eateth and drinketh ; thou canſt not ſay that 
he is no living god: therefore worſhip him. 25 
Then faid Daniel unto the king, I will worſhip 
the Lord my God : for he is the living God, 26 
But give me leave, O king, and I ſhall flay this 
dragon without {word or ſtaff. The king ſaid, 
| give thee leave. 27 Then Daniel took pitch, 
and fat, and hair, and did ſeethe them together, 


and made lumps thereof: this he put in the dra- 


king, ſet on the meat, and make ready the wine, | gon's month, and ſo the dragon burſt in ſunder: 
and ſhut the door faſt, and ſeal it with thine own and Daniel ſaid, || Lo, theſe are the gods ye wor- (0% 


ſignet; 
in, if thou findeſt not that Bel hath eaten up all, 


12 And to-morrow when thou comelt | ſhip. 


what Ft 


28 When they of Babylon heard that, they 9 


we will ſutter death; or elſe Daniel, that peak ¶ took great indignation, and conſpired againſt the 


eth falſely againſt us. 13 And they little re- 


garded it: for under the table they had made a | hat 


king, ſaying, Ihe king is become a Jew, and he 
h deſtroyed Bel, he hath ſlain the dragon, and 


privy entrance, whereby they entered in continu- I put the prieſts to death. 29 So they came to the 
ally, and conſumed thoſe things. 14 So when | king, and ſaid, Deliver us Daniel, or elſe we will 


they were gone forth, the king ſet meats before | deſtroy thee and thine houſe. 


Bel. Now Daniel had commanded his ſervants 
to bring aſhes, and thoſe they ſtrewed through- 
out all the temple in the preſence of the kin 

alone: then went they out, and ſhut the door, 
and ſealed it with the king's ſignet, and fo de- 


30 Now when 
the king ſaw that they preſſed him fore, being 
conſtrained, he delivered Daniel unto them , 
zi Who caſt him into the lions' den: where he 
was fix days. 32 And in the den there were 
ſeven lions, and they had given them every day 


—_— 


| x7.—Th; | pn 3 
* The ARGUMENT.— This ſtory was not intended, even by its firſt in- Bible, thought proper to change its title. It was probably written by # 


* b the 
ventor, to paſs under the name of Daniel, but of one Habakkuk, the ſon of | zealous Jew, who lived at a diſtance from Jeruſalem a few years before 
Jeſus, of the tribe of Levi, till Theodotion, in his Greek edition of the | 


birth of Chriſt, | Tit 
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Muanaffel's prayer s Alexander's as. {95 


— 
ge e two || carcaſes, and two ſheep: which then were 
un, not given to them, to the intent they might 
devour Daniel. 33 Now there was in Jewry a 

10s fd prophet called Habbacuc, who had || made pot- 
tage, and had broken bread in a bowl, and was 
oing into the field, for to bring it to the reapers. 

34 But the angel of the Lord {aid unto Habba- 

cuc, Go, carry the dinner that. thou halt into 
Babylon unto Daniel, who is in the lions' den. 

35 And Habbacuc ſaid, Lord, I never ſaw Baby- 
ſon; neither do I know where the den is. 36 
Then the angel of the Lord took him by the 

tk, 8. Crown, and © bare him by the hair ot his head, 
and through the yehemency of his ſpirit ſet him 

in Babylon over the den. 37 And Habbacuc 


3 cried, laying, O Daniel, Daniel, take the dinner 


6 


* 


6 W 


which God hath ſent thee. 38 And Daniel ſaid, 
Thou haſt remembered me, O God: neither hatt 

thou forſaken them that ſeek thee and love thee, 

39 So Danicl aroſe, and did eat: and the angel 

of the Lord ſet Habbacue in his own place again 
immediately, 4o Upon the ſeventh day the 

King went to bewail Daniel : and when he came 

to the den, he looked in, and, behold, Daniel was 
ſting. 41 Then cried the king with a loud 
voice, ſaying, Great art thou, O Lord God of 
Daniel, and there is none other beſide thee. 42 

And © he drew him out, and catt thoſe that « Jer. 37- 
were the caule of his de{truction into the den: {13,n. 6. 
and they were devoured in a moment before his 24 
tace. 
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The PRAYER of MANASSES, King of Judah, when he was holden captive in Babylon. 


ä—c—U——— — — 


deore LORD, Almighty God of our fathers, 
goo Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and of 


their righteous feed ; who halt made 
heaven and earth, with all the orna- 
ment thereof; who haſt bound the fea by the 
word of thy commandment ; who haſt ſhut up 

the deep, and ſealed it by thy terrible and plo- 
rious name; whom all men fear, and tremble 
before thy power ; for the majelty of thy glory 
cannot be borne, and thine avgry threatening 
toward ſinners is importable : but thy merciful 
promile is unmeaſurable and unſearchable ; for 

7.4. thou art the moſt high Lord, of great compaſ- 
2 1; 101, long: ſuffering, very merciful, and repenteſt 
ol the evils of men. Thou, O Lord, according 
to thy great goodneſs haſt promiſed repentance 

and torgivenels to them that have ſinned againſt 
thee: and of thine infinite mercies halt appointed 
repentance unto ſinners, that they may be ſaved. 
'Thou therefore, O Lord, that art the God of the 

jult, haſt not appointed repentance to the juſt, as 

to Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, which have 

not ſinned againlt thee; but thou haſt appointed 
repentance unto me that am a ſinner : for I have 
ſinned above the number of the ſands of the lea. 


* The ARGuMENT,—This prayer, which is full of divine ſentiments, 
ſeems molt likely to be the form br a progee compoſed for the uſe of ſome 
great prince, who, conſcious of his own wickedneſs, repented of his fins, and 
kt (melt to {eck the Lord, with his whole heart, than a prayer actually 


— 


My tranſgreſſions, O Lord, are multiplied : my Before. 
tranſgreſſions are multiplied, and I am not wor- ©,90 
thy to behold and fee the height of heaven for —— 
the multitude of mine iniquities. I am bowed 

down with many iron bands, that I cannot litt 

up mine head, || neither have any releale : for 11.9% . 
have provoked thy wrath, and done evil before »y 6reath. 
thee: I did not thy will, neither kept I thy com- 
mandments: I have ſet up abominations, and 

have multiplied offences. Now therefore | bow 

the knee of mine heart, beſecching thee of grace, 

I have ſinned, O Lord, I have linned, and [I ac- 
Knowledge mine iniquities: wheretore, I humbly 
beleech thee, forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, 

and deſtroy me not with mine iniquities, He not 
angry with me tor ever, by reſerving evil for 

me; neither condemn me into the lower parts 

of the earth. For thou art the God, eve the 

God of them that repent ; and in me thou wilt 

ſhew all thy goodnefs: for thou wilt fave me, 

that am unworthy, according to thy great mercy. 
Therefore | will praite thee tor ever all the days 

of my lite : tor all the powers of the heavens do 
praiſe thee, and thine is the glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 


made by himſelf. In 2 Chron, xxiii. 19. there is mention of a prayer of 
Manafleh's compoſing ; and if this be not that prayer, it muſt be confeſſed, 
it is very ſuitable to one in his circumſtances. 
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The Firſt Book of the MAC CAB E E S. 
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: SHAFT. ER I. 
The acta of Alexander, ſon of Philip, the Macedonian, 
his death, and ſucceſſors, ec. 

ND it happened, after that Alexander 
/ou of Philip, the Macedonian, who 
came out of the land of || Chettiim, 
had ſmitten Darius king of the Per- 
ſians and Medes, that he reigned in his ſtead, the 
firlt over Greece, 2 And made many wars, and 
won many ſtrong holds, and flew the kings of the 
earth, 2 And went through to the ends of the 

10. Weber and took ſpoils of inany nations, inſomuch 

oe r. the earth was quiet before him; whereupon 

* e || was exalted, and his heart was lifted up. 4 


And he gathered a mighty ſtrong hoſt, and ruled 
1 The Ax qu 


. 


90. 


Crete. 


a MENT.—This book contains a very explicit and copious 
2 nil hiſtory in the period it treats of, and is ſupported by 
rein, of An2\ Joſephus, It contains the hiſtory of forty years, from the 
bom the u. hus Epiphanes, to the death of Simon the high-prieſt; z. e. 

Year of the world 3829 to 3869, which was 131 years before 


— 


over countries, and nations, and || kings, who be- 35 
came tributaries unto him. 5 And after theſe = 
things he fell fick, and perceived ef that he ſhould q 
die. 6 \Vherefore he called his lervants, ſuch as #g4-m: 
were honourable, and had been brought up with . 
him from his youth, and parted his kingdom t Gr. 
among them, while he was yet alive. 7 So Alex 4, 
ander reigned twelve years, and hen died. 8 And 

his ſervants bare rule every one in his place. 9 

And after his death they all put crowns por them- 
ſolves; ſo did their ſons after them many years: 

and evils were multiplied in the earth. 10 And 

there came out of them a wicked root, Antio- 

chus /uruamed Epiphanes, fon of Antiochus the 


king, who had been an hoſtage at Rome, and he 


\ 


— — 
Chriſt. We have here an accurate, faithful, and well-written hiſtory, which 
is nearelt of any extant to the manner and ſtyle of the — canonical hiſ- 
torians. It was tranſlated from the Chaldee into Greek, and from that 


| into Latin; our verſion is from the former. 
Re*izcTION 
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before reigned in the hundred and thirty and ſeventh 
176. year of the kingdom of the Greeks. 11 In thoſe 
—— days went there out of Iſrael wicked men, who 
perſuaded many, ſaying, Let us go and make a 
— covenant with the heathen that are round about 
—— us; for ſince we departed from them f we have 
75 had much ſorrow. 12 So this device pleaſed 
22 them well. 13 Then certain of the p.ople were 
ſo forward herein, that they went to the king, 
M, Who gave them licence to do after the ordinances 
Cs * . 

4. 12. Of the heathen: 14 Whereupon * they || built 
A e, a place of exercile at Jeruſalem according to the 
febxalar Cuſtoms of the heathen: 15 And * made thein- 
e“ ſelves uncircumciſed, and forſook the holy cove- 
7-18, nant, and joincd themſelves to the heathen, and 
<2 # were ſold to do miſchicf. 16 Now when the 
5 kingdom was eſtabliſhed before Antiochus, he 
thought to reign over Egypt, that he might have 
RAS. the dominion of two realns. 17 Wherefore he 
». centered into Egypt“ with a great multitude, with 
chariots, and elephants, and horſemen, aud a great 
navy, 18 And made war againſt Ptolemee king 
of Egypt : but Ptolemee was afraid of him, and 
fled ; and many were wounded to death. 19 
Thus they got the {ſtrong cities in the land of 
Egypt, and he took the ipoils thereof. 20 And 
after that Antiochus had ſmitten Egypt, lie re- 
turned again in the hundred forty and third year, 
„Dan. s. and? went up againſt Iſrael and Jeruſalem with a 
f Dan. 11. great multitude, 21 And entered proudly into 
my the ſanctuary, and took away the golden altar, 
and the candleſtick of light, and all the veſicls 
thereof, 22 And the table of the ſhewbread, 
and the pouring vellels, and the vials, and the 
cenſers of gold, and the veil, and the crowns, and 
the golden ornaments that were before the tem- 
ple, || all which he pulled off. 23 He took alſo 
aul, the ſilver and the gold, and the + precious veſſels: 
5, alſo he took the hidden treaſures which he found. 
24 And when he had taken all away, he went 
into his own land, having made a great maſlacre, 
and ſpoken very proudly. 25 1 herejore there 
was great mourning, in Iſrael, in every place 
where they were; 26 50 that the princes and 
elders mourned, the virgins and young men were 
made feeble, and the beauty of women was 
changed. 27 tvery bridegroom took up lamenta- 
tion, and ſhe that fat in the marriage-chamber 
was in heavineſs. 28 The land allo was moved 
for the inhabitants thereof, and all the houſe of 

Jacob was covered with contulion. : 
—. 29 And after two years fully expired“ the king 
2 Mac. | ſent his chief collector of tribute unto the cities 
5: + of Juda, who came unto Jeruſalem with a great 
multitude, 30 And ſpake peaccable words unto 
them, but / was deceit: for when they had 
given him credence, he fell ſuddenly upon the 
city, and {mote it very fore, and deſtroyed much 
people of Iſrael. 31 And when he had taken the 
ipoils of the city, he let it on fire, and pulled 
down the houſes and walls thereof on every ſide. 
22 But the women and children took they cap- 
tive, aud poſſeſſed the cattle. 33 Then builded 
they the city of David with a great and ſtrong 
wall, with mighty towers, and made it a 
itrong hold for them. 34 And they put therein 
A ſintul nation, wicked men, and fortihed hen 
ſolves therein. 35 They ſtored it alſo with ar- 
mour and victuals, and when they had gathered 
together the ipoils of Jeruſalem, they laid them 
up there, and ſo they became a fore ſnare: 36 
For it was a place to lic in wait againſt the ſanc- 
tary, and an evil adveriary to Iſrael, . 37 Thus 
they thed innocent blood on every fide of the 
fncuary, and defiled it: 38 Infomuch that the 
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Reri,Kcrion on Chap. I. It becomes us to reverence the name of 
God ; or if whole rations give themſelves up to profaneneſs and immo- 


| 


follow || the firange laws of the land, 45 Ang 0% + 


Izv = 
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inhabitants of Jeruſalem fled becauſe of them: n.. 
whereupon % city was made an habitation of ©i:i., WI 
trangers, and became ſtrange to thoſe that were <<: Bl 7 
born in her; and her own children left her, 2 . 
Her ſanctuary was laid waſte like a wildernc(s - by 
her feaſts were turned into mourning, her fab urs, WR 
baths into reproach, her honour into contempt. “ 9 
40 As had been her glory, ſo was her diſhonour * 
increaſed, and her excellency was turned into : 4 
mourning. 41 Moreover king Antiochus wrote bee ch 
to his whole kingdom, that all ſhould be one peo- =_ ' 
ple, 42 And every one ſhould leave his laws : {g KS 
all the heathen agreed according to the com | 
mandment of the king. 43 Yea, many allo of 

the ſraclites comented to his religion, and ſacri- | 
ficed unto idols, and profated the ſabbath, 44 3 
For the king had fent letters by meflencers unto . 
Jeruſalem and the cities of Juda, that they mould . 


7 


forbad burnt-ofterings, and ſacrifice, and drin. , 
offerings, in the temple; and that they ſhone = 
profane the ſhbaths and feſtival-days: 46 Ang © 
pollute the ſanctuary and holy people: 47 Set 

up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, aud 
ſacrifice Iwine's fleſh, and unclcan beaſts: 48 
That they ſhould allo leave their children uncir- 
cumciled, and make their ſouls abominable with 

all manner of uncleannets and protanation ; 49 | 
Lo the end they might forget the law, and chance 9 
all the ordinances. 50 And © whoſoever would ;: e 
not do according to the commandment of the * N 
King, /e ſaid, he thould die. 51 In the ſelf. lame 
manner wrote he to his whole kingdom, and 
appointed * overſeers over all the people, com- k 2M. 
manding the cities of Juda to facritice, city by * ** 
city. 

52 Then many of the people were gathered 
unto them, to wit, every one that forſook the 
law ; and fo they committed evils in the land ; 

53 || And drove the Iſraelites into ſecret places, 10, 4 | 
even whereſvever they could flee for ſuccour. 54 %% | 
Now the fifteenth day of /e month Caſleu, in the #niwn 
hundred forty and fifth year, they fect up“ the ©" 
abomination of deſolatiom upon the altar, and 2 
builded idol-altars throughout the cities of luda 
on every ſide; 55 And burnt incenſe at the!* *-- 
doors of their houtes, and in the ſtrœets. 56 And tie, un, 
when they had rent in pieces the books of the 8 
law which they found, they burnt them with fire. 3, 
57 And whereſoever was found with any the 7" 
book of the teſtament, or if any conſented to the 
law, + the king's commandment was, that they 
ſhould put him to death. 58 Thus did they by TY 
their authority unto the Iſraelites every month, 7." 
to as many as were found in the cities. 59 Now 7 
the five and twentieth day of the month they _ 
did ſacrifice upon the idobaltar, which was vpen 
the altar of God. 60 At which time according 
to the commandmcut ® they put to death certain — 

women, | that had cauſed their children to be cit- + ww 6 
cumciſed. 61 And they hanged tne inſants about ann" "S723 
their necks, and rifled their houſes, and flew them i e 

that had circumciſed them. 62 Howbeit many © 

in Iſrael were fully relolved and confirmed in 
themſelves not to eat any unclean thing. 02 

Wherefore they e choſe rather to die, that they :, 

might not be defiled with meats, and that they NS 


— ] 


might not profane the holy covenant : fo then — 


+ * 7 1 


e lo, 24 
15. 


. i 07. 4; 
they died. 64 And there was very great Wrath e 
upon Iſracl. 9 704 =. 
CHAP'T ER. II. EY” We 
Muonathias lamenteth the deſolation of Jeruſalem, ©. Wl..." ; 
N thoſe days || aroſe Mattathias 7% ſon of John, hy 55 * 
the ſon of Simeon, a prieſt of the ſons of- J0- 4 | 
arib, from Jeruſalem, and dwelt in Modin. 2 AN 247 —— 
; | — i Cyap, 

Ty : 4: his ul N er, ke. 
deſty, there is juſt reaſon to think that God will ere long inf hus n Can Kings,” is 
ments upon them. 1 0, 1 
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Manathias's courage and [frcth. Y 
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Before he had five ſons, Joannan, || called || Caddis: 3 
_ Simon, called 'I'hafli: 4 Judas, who was called 
—— Maccabeus : 5 Eleazar, called | Avaran : and 
onathan whole ſurname was Apphus. 6 And 
e. When he ſaw the blaſphemies that were commit- 
«din ted in Juda and Jeruſalem, 7 He ſaid, Woe is 
ver! me! wherefore was I born to ſee this miſery of 
o my people, and of the holy city, and to dwell 
there, when it was delivered into the hand of the 


Ava: on or 
dee ch.. enemy, and the ſanctuary into the hand of {tran- 


i , 
wo? wat 


Abaren ? 


6 gers? 8 Her temple is become as a man without 
14.1.2 glory. 9 Her glorious veſſels are carried away 
* into captivity, her imants are ſlain in the ſtreets, 


her young men with the {word of the enemy. 

10 What nation hath not had a part in her king- 

dom, and gotten of her ſpoils? 11 All her or- 
naments are taken away ; of a free woman the is 

o + become a bond-{lave. 12 And, behold, | our 
flanctuary. even our beauty and our glory, is laid 
walte, and the Gentiles have profaned it. 13 lo 
what end therefore {hall we live any longer? 14 
Then Mattathias and his ſons rent their clothes, 
and put on fackcloth, and mourned very ſors, 15 
ln the mean while the king's officers, ſuch as 
compelled the people to revolt, came into the 
city Modin, to make them ſacrifice. 16 And 
when many of lirael came unto them, Matta- 
thias alſo and his ſons came together. 17 Ihen 
anſwered the king's oflicers, and faid to Matta- 
thias on this wile, 'T hou art a ruler, and an ho- 
nourable and great man in thus city, and ſtrength- 
enced with ſons and brethren: 18 Now there- 
fore come thou firſt, and tulhl the king's com- 
mandment, like as all the heathen have done, yea, 
and the men of j uda alſo, and ſuch as remain at 
Jeruſalem : ſo thalt thou and thy houſe be in 
the number of the king's friends, and thou and 
thy children ſhall be honoured with filver and 
gold, and many rewards. 1% Then Mattathias 
an{wered and ſpake with a loud voice, Though 
all the nations that arc under the king's dominion 
obey him, and fall away every one from the reli— 
gion of their fathers, and give conlent to his com- 
e. mandments: 20 © Yet will I and my ſons and 
my brethren walk in the covenant of our fa- 
thers. 21 God forbid that we ſhould forſake the 
law and the ordinances. 22 We will not hearken 
to the king's words, to go from our religion, ei- 
ther on the right hand, or the left. ; 
23 Now when he had left {peaking theic words, 
there came one of the Jews in the ſight of ail to 
lacrifice on the altar which was at Modin, ac- 
cording to the king's commandment. 24 Which. 
thing when Mattathias ſaw, he was inflamed with 
zeal, and his reins trembled, neither could he for- 
bear to ſhew his anger according to judgment: 
wherefore he ran, and ſlew him upon the altar. 
25 Allo the king's commiſſioner, who compelled 
men to ſacrifice, he killed at that time, and the 
altar he pulled down. 26 Thus dealt he zealouſly 
tor the law of God, like as Phinees did unto 
Lambri the ſon of Salom. 27 And Mattathias 
cried throughout the city with a loud voice, ſay- 
ing, \Wholoever is zealous of the law, and main- 
taineth the covenant, let him follow me. 28 So 
he and his ſons fled into the mountains, and left 
ail that ever they had in the city. 29 Then ma- 
ny that fought after juſtice and judgment went 
% down into the wilderneſs, to f dwell there: 30 
Both they, and their children, and their wives, 
„ and their cattle; becauſe f afflictions increaſed 
by 1 lore upon them. 21 Now when it was told the 
3 &Itg's ſervants, and © the hoſt that was at Jerula- 
lem, in the city of David, that certain men, who 


—ů — 


rb, 
kc, 7 8. 


Cray, II. Ver n 
4: 1. Ver. 48. They recovered the law out of the hand of the Gen 
2 ] By « recovering the-law out of the hand of the Gentiles and 

1 e 8 their ſtanding up in defence of it, and preventiag ſuch pro- 


prieſthood, 4545 Jeſus for fulfilling the word 


ing witneſs before the congregation received the 
heritage of the land. 57 David for being mer- 
ciful poſſeſſed the throne of an everlaſting king- 


— — 


had broken the king's commandment, were gone Before | 
down into * the ſecret places in the wildernets, 6. 
32 They purſued after them a great number, 77577;,7 
and having overtaken them, they camped againtt ; 
them, and made war againſt them on the ſabbathi— 

day. 33 And they ſaid unto them, Let that 

which ye have done hitherto ſuffice ; come forth, 

and do according to the commandment of the 

King, and ye ſhall live. 34 But they faid, We will 

not come forth, neither will we do“ the king's sch. 2: 45 
commandment, to profane the fabbuth-dav. | 
So then they gave || them the battle with atl ſpeed. | Os 
26 Houbeit they an{wered them not, neither? © x 
caſt they a {tone at them, nor ltopped the places 
where they lay lud; 37 But faid, let us die all 

in our f innocency : heaven and cart! ihall rettify * 0 
tor us, that ye put us to death wrongtully. 30 
So they roſe up againlt them in battle on ihe ſah— 
bath, and they flew them, with their wives and 
children, and their cattle, to the number of a 
thouſand 1 people. 39 Now when Mattathias 1 Gr. /2" 
and his friends undertiood hereot, they mourned 7 ““ 
tor them right forc. 40 And one of them {id 

to another, If ve all do as our brethren have 

done, and tight not for our hives ain laws aganiſt 

the heathen, they will now quickly root us out 

of rhe carth. 41 At that time therefore they 
decreed, faying, Whoſocver ſhall come to make 

Uittlc with us on the ſabbath-day, we will fight 

againlt him; neither will we die all,“ as our bre- Þ ver. 38. 
thren that were murdered in the ſecret places. 

42 Ihen came there unto him a company of Al- 
lideaus, who were mighty men of Iſracl, even all 
ſuch as were voluntarily devoted unto the law. 

43 Allo all they that fled for perſecution joined 
themſelves unto them, and were a ſtay unto them. 

44 So they joined their forces, and {mote ſinful 
men in their anger, and wicked men in their 
wrath : but the reſt fled to the heathen for ſuc- 
cour. 

45 Then Mattathias and his friends went 
round about, and pulled down the altars: 46 
And what children focver they found within the 
coaſt of Iſrael uncircumciled, thoſe they circum- 
ciſed || valiantly, 47 'T hey purſued allo after the |! Or, 
proud men, and the work proſpered in their 2 /"* 
hand. 48 So they recovered the law out ot the 
hand of the Gentiles, and out of the hand of 
kings, neither t ſuffered they the ſinner to tri- = 
umph. 49 Now when the time drew near that 7 to 
Matuathias ſhould die, he ſaid unto his fons, Now . 
hath pride and rebuke gotten ſtrength, and the 12: 
time of deſtruction, and the wrath of indigna- 
tion: 50 Now therefore, my ſons, be ye zealous ' 
tor the law, and give your lives for the covenant , 
of your fathers. 51 Call to remembrance what zation. 
acts our fathers did in their f time; ſo ſhall ye 4% 23. 
receive great honour and an everlaſting name. Rom. 4. 3. 
52 Was not Abraham found faithful in tempta- ah 9 
tion, and it was imputed unto him for righteouſ: k Gen. 41. 
neſs? 53 Joſeph in the time of his diſtreſs kept Nunb. 
the commandment, and was made lord of Egypt. 

54 Phinees our father in being zealous and fer- 
vent obtained the covenant of an everlaſting 
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* 445. 


25.13. 
Ecclus. 45 
23, 24. 
m Joſh. Is 


2. 

n Numb. 
14 6, 75 
24. 

Joſh. 14. 9, 
13. 

o 2 Sam. 2. 
4+ & 7. 16, 
p 2 Kings 


was made a judge in Iſrael. 56 Caleb for bear- 


dom. 58 Elias for being zealous and fervent 
for the law was taken up into heaven, 59 Ana- 4 Pas. 3. 
mas, Azarias, and Miſael, by believing were ſaved 6» 17, 18, 
out of the flame. 60 Daniel for his innocency -—BWY 
was delivered from the mouth of lions. 61 And 22. 


„ 


fanation as the Gentiles would have made of it: and by « not ſuffering the : 
ſinner to triumph“ is nfeant, their not ſuffering Antiochus to do as he deſired 
in the eſtabliſhment of idolatrous worſhip. 


B 6 | RepigcTiON- 


98] Valour and fame of Judas. 


he __ 


J. MACCABEES. 
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[APOCRYPH A, 


Before thus conſider ye throughout all ages, that none 


CHRIST 


166 that put their truſt in him {hall be overcome. 


62 Fear not then the words of a ſinful man: for 
his glory ſhall be dung and worms. 63 Today 
he ſhall be lifted up, and to-morrovy he ſhall not 
s Cen. 3. be found, becauſe he is* returned into his duſt, 


PL. 146. 4. and his thought is come to nothing. 64 Where- 


fore ye, my tons, be valiant, and thew yourſelves 

men in the behalf of the law; for by it fhall ye 

obtain glory. 65 And, behold, I know that your 

brother Simon is a man of counſel, give ear unto 

him alway : he ſhall be a father unto you. 66 

As for Judas Maccabeus he lath been mighty and 

ſtrong, even from his youth up: let him be your 

on Captain, and |' tight the battle of the people. 67 

goin Take allo unto you all thoſe that obſerve the 

poopie, law, and avenge ye the wrong of your people. 

68 Recompenſe fully the hcathen, and take heed 

— to the commandments of the law. 69 So he 
166. 3 

bleſled them, and was gathered to his fachers. 

70 And he died in the hundred forty and ſixth 


year, aud his ſons buried him in the ſæpulchres of 


his fathers at Modin, and all Hrael made great 
lamentation for hum. 
CHAP 1-6: KIN 
The valour and fame of Fudas Maceabers, Orc. 
FETHEN his ton Judas, called Maccabeus, roſe 
[1 up in his ſtæad. 2 And all his brethren 
helped him, and fo did all they that held with 
his father, and they fought with cheerfulneſs the 
battle of Iſrael. 3 So he gat his people great 
honour, and put on a breait-plate as a giant, and 
girt his warlike harnels about him, and he made 
battles, protecting the hott with his ſword. 4 
In his acts he was like a lion, and like a lion's 
whelp roaring for his prey. 5 For he purſued 
the wicked, and fought them out, and burnt up 
thoſe that vexed his people. 6 \Vheretore the 
wicked (hrunk tor fear of him, and all the work- 
ers of iniquity were troubled, becauſe falvation 
proſpered in his hand. 7 He gricved allo many 
kings, and made jacob glad with his acts, and his 
memorial is blelied for ever. 8 Moreover he 
went through the cities of quda, deſtroying the 
ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath 
trom Iiracl: 9 So that he was renowned unto 
the utmoit part of the earth, and he + received 
unto him fich as were ready to periſh. 10 Then 
Apollonius gathered ti:e Gentiles together, and 
a preat hott ont of Samaria, to fight againſt Iſrael. 
1 Which thing when judas perceived, he went 
jorith to meet him, and ſo he ſmote him, and 
ileu hints many allo fell down ſlain, but the reit 
fied. 12 \\ heretorc q udas took their ſpoils, and 
Apollonius' ford allo, and therewith he fought 
all his lite long. 13 Now when Seron, a prince 
ot the army of Syria, heard lay that Judas had 
gathered unto him a multitude and company 
of the faithful to go out with him to war; 14 
Ele laid, 1 will get me a name and honour in the 
kingdom ; tor 1 will go tight with Judas and 
them that arc with him, who deſpiſe the king's 
commandment. 145 So he made him ready to 


+ Gr, 
Ct N ri 


108. tber * 


Lo up, and there went with him a mighty hoſt of 
the uugodly to help him, and to be avenged of 
16 And when he came 


the children of Iracl, 
Near to tlie going up of Dethhoron, Judas went 
torth to mect him with a ſmall company: 17 
Who, when they jaw the hott coming to meet 
them, faid unto Judas, How ſhall we be able, 
being to few, to niht againlt fo great a multi- 
tade ag io ifrong, ſceing we are ready to faint 


with taſting ail this day? 18 Unto whom Judas 
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__———— 


an{wered, * It is no hard matter for many to he Beg... 
od INE 
at 


* 


2 Ch 
4. 11. 
Ot, 


17 wi, 


o Gr, 


24 And they 
puriucd them f from the going down of Beth c 
horon unto the plain, where were {lain about 
eight hundred men of them; and the reſidue 
fled into the land of the Philiftines. 25 Then 
began the fear of Judas and his brethren, and an 
exceeding great dread, to fall upon the nations 
round about them: 26 Infomuch as his fame 
came unto the king, and all nations taiked of the 
battles of Judas. 

27 Now when king Antiochus heard theſe 
things, he was full of indignation : wherefore he 
ſent and gathered together all the forces of his 
realm, ev: a very ſtrong army. 28 He opened 
allo his treaſure, and gave his ſoldiers pay for a 
year, commanding them to be ready + whenſo- = 
ever he fhould need them. 29 Nevertheleſs, when“ “ 
he ſaw that the money of his treaſures failed, 
and f that the tributes in the country were ſmall, + c. 
becauſe of the diſſenſion and plague, which he «© - 
had brought upon the land || in taking away the . 
laws which had been of old time; 30 He feared © 
that t he ſhould not be able to bear the charges 10. 


any longer, nor to have ſuch gifts to give fo OY 
liberally as he did before : for he had abounded“ «-- 

2 . * e 9 
above the kings that were before him. 3177 


Wherefore, being greatly perplexed in his mind, - 4+: 
he determined to go into Perſia, there to take 

the tributes of the countries, and to gather much 
money. 32 So he left Lyſias, 2 nobleman, and 

one of the blood-royal, to overſce the affairs of 

the king from the river Euphrates unto the bor- 
ders of Fgypt: 33 And to bring up his fon 
Antiochus, until he came again. 34 Moreover 

he delivered unto him the half of his forces, and 

the elephants, and gave him charge of all things 
that he would have done, as allo concerning them 
that dwelt in Juda and Jeruſalem : 35 J it, that 

he ſhould fend an army againſt them, to deſtroy 
and root out the ſtrength of Iſracl, and the rem- 
nant of Jeruſalem, and to take away their me- 
morial from that place; 36 And that he ſhould 
place ſtrangers in all their quarters, and divide 
their land by lot. 37 So the king took the hal! 

of the forces that remained, and departed from 
Antioch, + his royal city, the hundred forty and , 
leventh year; and having paſled the river Eu- = 
phrates, he went through the high countries. 

38 Then Lyſias choſe Ptolenree the ſon of Dory- 
menes, and Nicanor, and Georgias, mighty men 

of the king's friends: 39 And with them he 
ſent forty thouſand footmen, and {even thouſand 
horſemen, to go into the land of Juda, and 10 
deſtroy it, as the king commanded. 4o So they 
went forth with all their power, and came and 
pitched by Emmaus in the plain country. 4! 
And the merchants of the country, hearing the 
fame of them, took ſilver and gold very much, o, 
with | ſervants, and came into the camp to buy jw 
WOES ———— 


Rrrirerionv.-BySY pride,“ in ver. 47 and 49, 6 meant impiety.— 
By « the time of defructton' is meant, a time when many ſhould fall away 
from the true religion ;—and by * the wrath of indignation,” the execution 


of God's judgments again apoſtatas from the law, 


— | 1124 
Cr. III. Ver. 19. For the victory of battle flandeth nut in tht e 
of an hoſt, &c.] From this ſpeech of Judas Maccabeus we ma) — ail 


piety and truſt in God was ver the gros 


l y great; and that this was 
his valiant actions. | 
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D. feats Georgias's plot, . | 99 


Before the children of liracl for flaves : a power allo. of | 


cats Syria and of the land || of the Philiſtines joined 
. — themſelves unto them. 42 Now when Judas 
and his brethren taw that miſèeries were multi— 
plied, and that the forces did encamp thomiclves 
in their borders; for they knew how. the king 
had given commandment to deſtroy the people, 
and utterly aboliſh them; 43 They {aid one to 
another, Let us reſtore the decayed elitate of our 
people, and let us fight for our people and the 
ſanctuary. 44 Then was the congregation ga— 
thered together, that they miglit be ready tor 
bartle, and that they might pray, and atk mercy 
and compallion. 
45 Now Jeruſalem laid void“ as a wildernets, 
. there was none of her children that went in or 
out: the ſantanary allo was trodden down, aud 
aliens kept the ſtrong hold; the heathen had 


114 


. 
53 1. 
F W 


their habitation in that place: and joy was taken 
trom Jacob, ang the pipe with the harp ceaſed. 
46 Wherefore the !{raviies allembled themſelves 
lo, together, and came to || Maipha, over-againi! 
, Jeruſalem; for © in Maipha was the place where 

they prayed atoretime in liracl. 47 Then they 
' faſted that day, and put on ſackcloth, and catl 

aſhes upon their heads, and rent their clothes, 
8 And laid open the book of the law, || wherein 


bes tlie heathen had fougit to paint the likencts of 


e their images. 49 Ihey brought allo the prieſts 

garinents, and the Hrſt-truits, and the tithes: and 
„the? Nazarites they ſtirred up, who had accom- 
wr te plifhed their days. 50 Then cried they with a 
% loud voice toward heaven, faying, \\ hat thall we 
wb. do with thete, and whither ſhall we carry them 
away? 51 For thy ſanctuary is trodden down 
and profaned, and thy mill are in heavinels, 
and brought low. 42 gu, lo, the heathen are 
all-mbled together apaintt us to deſtroy us: wirit 
things they imagine againit us, thou knowelt. 
53 How thall we be alle to ſtand agalnit them, 
except thou, © Ca, be our help ? 
founded they with trumpets, and cried wity 
loud voice. 55 And after this Judas ordained 
captains over the people, ver captains over tou 
lands, and over hundreds, and over ſiftics, and 
derte. over tens. 56 But as for ſuch as* were building 

haouſes, or had betrothed wives, or were planting 
vineyards, or * were feartul, thoſe he commanded 
that they ſhould return, every man to his own 
houſe, according to the law. 57 So the camp 
removed, and pitched upon the ſouth f1de of Fm 
maus. 58 And Judas faid, Arm yourſelves, and 
be valiant men, and fee that ye be in reavinels 
againſt the morning, that ye may fight with theſe 
nations, that are alſembled together againſt us to 
deſtroy us and our ſanctuary: 59 For it is bet- 
ter for us to die in battle, than to behold the 
calamities of our people and our ſanctuary. 60 
Nevertheleſs, as the will of God is in heaven, fo 
let him do. 


Jus. 7. 3. 


t 2 Sam, 
16. 12, 


CH A F. IV. | 
fTudas defenteth the plot of Georgias, ©. 
HEN took Georges tive thouſand footmen, 


4% 1 


and a thouſand of the beſt horſemen, and 
removed out of the camp by night; 2. Lo the 
end he might ruth in upòn the camp of the Jews, 
and ſmite them iuidenly. And the men ot the 
fortreſs were his guides. 3 Now when Judas 
heard thereof, he himſelf removed, and the va- 
tiant men with him, that he might ſmite the 

ing's army which was at Emmaus, 4 While as 
yet tne forces were viſnerſed from the camp. 5 
In the mean ſeaſon carne Georgias by night into 
the camp of Judas: and when he found no man 
there, he fought them in the mountains: for ſaid 


RIPLECTW x, —Io all caſes of diſſiculty and danger, we ſhould implore 

: 'A! 0 ” E — 1 

F of the Almighty, for wiſdom and {trongth are his, and he giveth the 
i | 


£4 Ihen 
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he, Ihele fellows: flee. from us. 6 But as foon 
as it Was day, Judas ſhewed himſelt in the plain 
witn three thoutand men, who ncverihelets had 
neither armour nor {words to their mind. 70, 
And they faw the camy of the heathen, that it““ “ 
was Hrong and well harnetied, amd. compiled 
round about with horiemen ; and thele were ex- 
pert of war, 8 Ihen laid judas to the mon titat 
were with him, rear ve not their multitucle, 
neither be ve afraid of their atfault. 9 Reinem— 
ber how * our fathers were delivered in the Re- 
lea, when Pharaoh puriued them with an arme. 
to Now theretore let us cry unto heaven, if per- 
adventure the Lord will have mercy upon ue. 
and remember the covenant of our tathers, and 
Henroy this nott betore our face this day: 11 
hat 10 all the heathen may know that there beste 
is one Who delivereth and {iveth Hrael. 12Vihen' © 
the lirangers lited up their eyes, and fiw them 
coming over-againlt thei. 13 \V heretore they 

went ont of tlc camp to buttle; but they that 

were with Judas founded their wrumpUts. 14 

50 they joined battle, and the heathein being dif- 
comhted fled into the plain. 15 Howbeir all the 
indmott of them were (lain with the {word: for 

they puriacd them unto | Gazera, and wmnto the t Gr, 
Plains of Idumea, and Azomr, and lamnia, fo that WY 
there were ſhein of them upon a tnree thoatand 

men. 16 Ius done, ſudas returned again with 

his holt from purſiung them, 17 And laid to 

the people, Dc not greedy of the ſpoils, inafmuch 

as tere 15 a battle butore us, 18 And Grorgias 

und his hoit arc here by us in the mountain: 

our {fand ye now again!t our enemics, and over- 

conc them, and after this ye may boldly take 

the ſpoils. 19 As Judas was yet ſpeakins theſe 
words, there appeared a part of them looking, 

our of the 1n0uUntaimns 20 Who when they per- 

cived that the Jews had put their hott to flight, 

and were burning the tents: tor the {moke that 

was fron declared what was done: 21 When 
therctore they perceived theſe things, they were 

Ore airaid, and fecing alſo the hott of Judas in 

the plain ready to ſight, 22 "They fled every 

one into the land of {trangers. 23 Then Judas 
returned to {poll the tents, where they got much 

gold, and filver, and bluc ſilk, and purple of the 

lea, and preat riches. 24 After this they went 
home, and ting a fong of thanlgiving, and 
prailed the Lord in heaven: * becauſe || it is good, c=. 
becauſe his mercy ci for ever. 25 Thus! 
liracl had a great deliverance that day. 26 Now 
all the ſtrangers that had elcaped came and told 
Lylas what had happened: 27 Who, when he 
heard thereof, was confounded and diſcouraged, 
becauſe neither ſuch things as he would were 
done uno Iſracl, nor ſuch things as the king 
commanded him were come to pats, 

29 | he next year therctore following Lyſias 
gathered together threeſcore thouſand choice 
men of fat, and hive thouſand horſemen, that he 
might ſubdue them. 29 So they came into Idu— 
mea, and pitched their tents at Bethſura, and 
Judas met them with ten thouſand men. 30 
And when he ſaw that mighty army, he prayed 
and faid, Bleſled art thou, O Saviour of lirael, 
who * didſt quell the violence of the mighty man q r Sam, 
by the hand of thy lervant David, and gaveſt the 7.32.51. 
nolt of | Hirangers into the hands of © Jonathan on 
the fon of Saul, and his armour-bearer ; 31 Shut 1% Kier, 
up this army in the hand of thy people Med I: 
and lct them be confounded in their power and 
horſemen: 32 Make them to be of no courage, 
and cauſe the boldneſs of their ſtrength to f fall t Gr. met. 
away, and let them quake at their deftruction : : 
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battle to whomſoever he pleaſeth. In the mean time let us uſe all poſſible 


caution, and be aſſured that our cauſe is juſt. | 
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1 20] The ſanftuary cleanſed. 
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r 33 Caſt them down with the ſword of them that 
165. love thee, and let all thoſe that know thy name 
— 5 thee with thankſgiving. 34 So they joined 
attle ; and there were ſlain of the hoſt of Lyſias 

about five thouſand men, even before them were 
they ſlain. 35 Now when Lyſias ſaw his army 
put to flight, and the manlineſs of Judas' ſoldiers, 
and how they were ready either to live or die 
valiantly, he went into Antiochia, and gathered 
together a company of ſtrangers, and having 
made his army greater than it was, he purpoled 
to come again into ey 36 Then ſaid Judas 
and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are diſcom- 
fited: let us go up to cleanſe and || dedicate the 
ſanctuary. 37 Upon this all the holt aſſembled 
themſelves together, and went up into mount 
Sion. 38 And when they ſaw the ſanctuary delo- 
late, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned 
up, and ſhrubs growing in the courts as in a foreſt, 
or in one of the mountains, yea, and the prieſt's 
chambers pulled down; 39 Lhey rent their 
clothes, and made great lamentation, and caſt 
aſhes upon their heads, 40 And fell down flat 
to the ground upon their faces, and blew an alarm 
with the trumpets, and cried toward heaven. 41 
'Then Judas appointed certain men to fight againſt 
1e. 1.34 thoſe * that were in the fortreſs, until he had 
cleanſed the ſanctuary. 42 So he chote prieſts of 
blamelels converſation, ſuch as had plealure inthe 

law: 43 Who cleanſed the ſanctuary, and bare 

out the defiled ſtones into an unclean place. 44 

And when as they conſulted what to do with the 

altar of burnt-offerings, which was protaned ; | 

45 They thought it belt to pull it down, lelt it 

ſhould be a reproach to them, becauſe the hea- 


| Or, 


rep ar. 


then had defiled it: wherefore they pulled it 


down, 46 And laid up the {tones in the moun- 
tain of the temple in a convenient place, * until 
there ſhould come a prophet to ſhe what ſhould 
be done with them. 47 Then they took whole 
{tones o according to the law, and built a new al- 


teh. 9. 27. 
& 14.41. 


kh Frod. 20. 


25 2 - 
Deut 27.5. tar according to the former; 48 And made up 
Jo. 8. zi. the ſanctuary, and the things that were within 


the temple, and hallowed the courts. 49 They 
made alſo new holy veſſels, and into the temple 
they brought the candleſtick, and the altar of 
burnt-offerings, and of incenſe, and the table. 
5o And upon the altar they burned incenle, and 
the lamps that were upon the candleitick they 
lighted, that they might give light in the temple. 


Furthermore they ſet the loaves upon the ta- 
JOr, le, and || ſpread out the veils, and finiſhed all 
ſpread ,. the works which they had begun to make. 
banging 52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the 
—7 "Ha ninth month, which i called the month Caſleu, 
ven. in the hundred forty and eighth year, they role 
up betimes in the morning, 53 And offered fa- 
crifice according to the law upou the new altar of 
burnt-offerings, which they had made. 54 Look, 
at what time and what day the heathen had pro- 
faned it, even in that was it dedicated with ſongs, 
and citherns, and harps, and cymbals. 55 Then 
all the people fell upon their faces, worſhipping 
and praiſing the God of heaven, who had given 
them good ſucceſs. 56 And ſo they kept the de- 
dication of the altar eight days, and offered burnt- 
offerings with gladnefs, and facriticed the facri- 
n fice of || deliverance and praiſe. 57 They decked 
3 alſo the forefront of the temple with crowns of 
10 old, and with ſluelds; and the gates and the 
eue. chambers they || renewed, and || hanged doors 
10, upon them. 58 Thus was there very great glad- 
Feten. neſs among the people, for that the reproach of 


Cray. IV. Ver. 43. 4nd bare out the dH foes into an unclean place.) 
They pulled down and carried away into ſome ſepulchral or the like unclean 
place the ſtones of that altar Which had veep built upon God's altar, in order 
to offer ſacrifice to an idol. 


* 


the heathen was put away. 59 Moreover 
and his brethren with the whole con 
lrael ordained, that the days of the 
the altar ſhould be kept in their ſeal 
to year by the ſpace of eight days, 
and twentieth day of the month Calleu, wit! 
mirth and gladneſs. 60 At that time alſo hw 
builded up the mount Sion with high walls — 
ſtrong towers round about, leſt the Gentiles {1 ary 
come and tread it down, as they had done befor q 
61 And they ſet there a garriſon to keey it * 
fortified Bethſura to preſerve it; that the 4 
might have a defence againſt Idumea. * 
| GHAPF TER--Y. 

The nations around fall upon the Fews O 

OW when the nations round about heard 

that the altar was built, and the ſanctuar 
renewed as before, it diſpleaſed them very mucl 
2 Wherefore they thought to deſtroy the ras 4 
ration of Jacob that was among them, and there. 
upon they began to flay and deſtroy the '0 = 
3 Then Judas fonght againſt the children of Elan 
in Idumea at || Arabattine, becauſe they beſieged ! Or 
Iſrael: and he gave them a great overthrow, ana © 
abated their courage, and took their ſboils 1 ng 
Allo he remenbered the || Injury of the chil 3 
dren of | Bean, who had been a ſnare aud An = >. 
tence unto the people, in that they lay in wait . 
for them in the wavs. 5 He ſhut them up e "Tu 
fore in the towers, and ciicamped ag; 1 


aint them, Cen. 36. 
and deſtroyed them utterl . Fr gh 
. y, and buraed the _ 


towers ot that. Place with fire, and all that were 3. Ja. 1 
therein. 6 After ward he paſſed over to the chil- - i 
dren of Ammon, where he found a mighty power 
aud much people, with 'I'imotheus their captain. 

7 So he fought many battles with them, till at 
length they were diſcomfited before him: and 

he {mote them. 8 And when he had taken Jazar 
with the towns belonging thereto, he returned 
into Judea. 9 Ihen the heathen that were at 
Galaad aſſembled themſelves together againſt the 
liraclites that were in their quarters, to deltroy 
them; but they fled to the fortreſs of Dathema, 
10 And ſent letters unto Judas and his brethren, 
The heathen that are round about us are afſem- 
bled together againſt us to deſtroy us: 11 And 
they are preparing to come and take the fortrels 
whereunto we are fled, 'I'imotheus being captain 

ot their hoſt. 12 Come now therefore, and de- 
liver us from their hands, for many of us are 
llain: 13 Yea, all our brethren that were in the 
places of || T'obie are put to death: their wives 105 
and their children alſo they have carried away "_— 
captives, and borne away their ſtuff; and they 
have deltroyed there about a thouſand men. 1 4 
While thete letters were yet reading, behold, 
there came other meſſengers from Galilee with 
their clothes rent, who reported on this wile, 
15 And ſaid, They of Prolemais, and of 'I'yrus, 
and Sidon, and all Gaiilee of the Gentiles, are 
allembled together againſt us to conſume us. 16 
Now when Judas and the people heard theſe 
words, there aſſembled a great congregation to- 
gether, to conſult what they ſhould do for their 
brethren, that were in trouble, and aſſaulted of 
them. 17 Then ſaid ſudas unto Simon his bro- 
ther, Chooſe thee out men, and go and deliver 
thy brethren that are in Galilee, 2 I and 178 
than my brother will go into the country of Ga- 
laad. 18 So he left ſole h the / of Zacharias, 
and Azarias, captains of the people, with the. 
remnant of the hoſt in Judea to keep it. 19 
Unto whom he gave commandment, faying, 
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Rartecrion.—The malice of men and devils can never ſet * 
the purpoſes of God, Who will always vindicate his own perfections, ebe 
in the characters of his creatures. He is ever ready to ſuccour and Genre, 


Cent 


3 


| thoſe who place their confidence in, and apply to him: 


8 


—_— 


{POCRIP HA} N Fudas takes Ephron, Oc. L101 
wore Take ye the charge of this people, and ſee _ commandment, ſaying, Suffer no man to remain B*fore 


194+ 
— 


b. 26. 


ussr' ye * not war againit the heathen until the 


tand men, whole ſpoils he took. 23 And || thole 


begun, and that the cry of the city went up to 


time that we come again. o Now unto Simon 
were given three thuuland men to go into Gali— 
love, and unto judas eight thoutand men for the 
country of Galaad. 

21 Then went Simon into Galilee, where he 
fonght many battles witi the heathen, ſo that the 
heathen were diicomtited by him. 22 And he 


purſued them unto tue gate of Ptolemais; and 
there were {lain of the hcathen about three thou- 


that were in Galilee, and in Arbattis, with their 
wives and their children, and all that they had, 
took he away 72779 bm, and brought them imo 
judea with great joy. 24 Judas Maccabeus allo 
nd his brother Jonathan went over Jordan, and 
travelled three days journey in the wildernels, 
25 Where they met with the Nabathites, who 
came unto thein ia peaceable manner, and told 
mem every thing that had happened to their 
orethren in the land of Galaad: 26 And row 
that many of them were ſhut up in || Butora, and 
Bolor, and Alema, || Calphor, IMaked, and Cara 
im; all thele cities are firong and great: 27 
And that they were ſhut up in the reit ot the ct- 
tics of the country of Oalaad, and that apainlt 
to-:norrow || they had appointed to bring their 
hoſt againſt the forts, and to taxe them, and to 
deltroy them all in one day. 28 Hereupon Ju— 
das and his nett turned fuddenly by the way of 
the wildernels unto | Boſora; and when he had 
won the city, he flew ail the males with the edge 
of the iword, and cook all their ſpoils, and burned 
the city with lire. 29 From whence he removed 
by night, and went till he came to the fortreſs. 
20 And betimes in the morning they f looked 
up, and behold, there was an innmunerable people 
beoring ladders and other engines of war, to take 
the tortreſs: for | they affauited them, 31 
Wen Judas theretore ſaw that the battle was 


heaven, with trumpets, and a great found, 32 
e laid unto his holt, Fight this day for your bre- 
thren. 33 So he went forth behind them in 
three companies, who founded their trumpets, 
and cried with prayer. 34 TI hen the hoſt of Ji- 
motheus, knowing that it was Maccabeus, fled 
trom him: wherefore he ſmote them with a 
great flaughter ; ſo that there were killed of them 
that day about eight thouſand men. 35 Lhis 
done, — turned aſide to Maipha ; and after he 
had aſſaulted it, he took it, and flew all the males 
therein, and received the ſpoils thereof, and burnt 
it with fire. 36 From thence went he, and took 
Caſphon, * Maged, Boſor, and the other cities of 
the country of Galaad. 37 After theſe things 
La hered J imotheus another hoſt, and encamped 
againit Raphon beyond the brook, 38 So Judas 
lent ex to eſpy the hoſt, who brought him word, 
laying, All the heathen that be round about us 
are atlembled nnto them, even a very great hoſt, 
39 He hath alſo hired the Arabians to help them, 
and they have pitched their tents beyond the 
brook, ready to come and fight againſt thee. 
Upon this Judas went to meet them. 40 Then 
I'imothens ſaid unto the captains of his hoſt, 
When Judas and his hoſt come near the brook, 
it he pats over firſt unto us, we ſhall not be able 
to withitand him; for he will mightily prevail 
againſt us: 41 But if he be afraid, and camp be- 
yond, the river, we ſhall go over unto him, and 
prevail againſt him. 42 Now when Judas came 
near the brook, he cauſed the ſcribes of the peo- 
ple to remain by the brook: unto whom he gave 
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62. Theſe men came not of the ſeed of thoſe, &c.] They 


* family whom God had choſen to deliver Ifrael by. This 


in the camp, but let all come to the battle. 43 * 
So he went hrit over unto them, and all the peo- 
ple after him: then all the heathen, being difcom- 
tited before him, calt away their weapons, and 
led unto the temple that was at Carnaim. 44 _ 
But || they took the city, and burned the temple 4 
with all that were therein. Thus was Carnaim company. 
lubdued, neither could they ſtand any longer be- 
tore Judas, : 

45 I hen Judas gathered together all the Iſrael- 
ites that were in the country of Galaad, from the 
lealt unto the greateſt, even their wives, and their 
children, and their ſtuff, a very great hoſt, to the 
end they might come into the land of Judea. 46 
Now when they came unto Ephron (this was a 
great city in the way as they ſhould go, very well 
fort ified), they could not turn from it, either on 
the right-hand or the lett, bur mult needs pals 
through the midſt of it. 47 Then they of the 
city ſhut them out, and ſtopped up the gates with 
tones. 48 Whereupon Judas ſent unto them in 
peaceable manner, ſaving, Let us pals through 
your land to go into our own country, and none 
thall do you any hurt; we will only paſs through 
on foot: howheit they would not open unto him. 
49 Wherefore Judas commanded « proclamation 
to be made throughout the hoſt, that every man 
ſhould pitch his tent in the place where he was, 
50 So the ſoldiers pitched, and affault:d the city 
all that day and all that night, till at the length 
the city was delivered into his hands: 5 Who 
then flew all the males with the edge of the 
word, and raſed the city, and took the ſpoils 
thereof, and palled through the city over them 
that were flain. 52 After this went they over 
Jordan into the great plain before Bethfan. 53 
And Judis gathered together thoſe that came or, wr 
behind, and || exhorted the people all the way N7⁹“. 


n : . Numb. 10 
through, till they came into the land of Judea. 25. 


54 So they went up to mount Sion with joy and % 


comforted, 


-gladneſs, where they offered || burnt ofterings, be- or, con- 


cauſe not one of them were {lain until they had 188. : 
returned in peace. 55 Now what time*as Judas J 
and Jonathan were in the land of Galaad, and Si- ; Hrs 
mon his brother in Galilee before Ptolemais, 56 Antiq. 
Joſeph the /o2 of Zacharias, and Azarias, captains '* * 
of the garriſons, heard of the valiant acts and 
warlike deeds which they had done. 57 Where- 
fore they ſaid, Let us alſo get us a name, and go 
tig ht againſt the heathen that are round about us. 

58 So when they had given charge unto the gar- 
riſon that was with them, they went toward ]am- 
nia. 59 Then came Georgias and his men out 

of rhe city f to fight againſt them. 6o And ſo it t Or. 
was, that Joſeph and Azarias were put to flight, . 
and purſued unto the borders of ]udea: and there #4. 
were ſlain that day of the people of Iſrael about 

two thouſand men. 61 Thus was there a great 
overthrow among the children of Iſrael, becauſe 
they were not obedient unto Judas and his bre- 
thren, but thought to do ſome valiant act. 62 
Moreover theſe men came not of the ſeed of 
thole, by whoſe hand deliverance was given unto 
Iſrael. 63 Howbeit the man Judas and his bre- 
thren were greatly renowned in the ſight of all 
Iſrael, and of all the heathen, whereſoever their 
name was heard of; 64 Inſomuch as the people 
aſſembled unto them with joyful acclamations. 

65 Afterward went Judas forth with his brethren, 

and fought againſt the children of Eſau in the 
land toward the ſouth, where he ſmote Hebron, 

and the 4 towns thereof, and pulled down the # Gr. 
fortreſs of it, and burned the towers thereof << 
round about. 66 From thence he removed to go 
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plainly attributes the ſurpriſing ſucceſſes of the Maecabees to the divine favous : 
and protection. | 
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Before into the land of the + Philiſtines, and paſſed 
cnP! through Samaria. 67 At that time certain 
. — prielts, deſirous to ſhew their valour, were {lain 
Agri in battle, for that they went out- to fight unad- 
viledly. 68 So Judas turned to Azotus in the 
land of the Philiſtines, and when he had pulled 
down their altars, and burned their carved 
images with fire, and ſpoiled their cities, he re- 
turned into the land 74 
CHAF EER YL 
Antiochus hearing bad news from fudea, falleth ſick, 
BOU'T that time king Antiochus travelling 
through the high countries heard ſay, that 
Elymais in the country of Perſia was a city great- 
ly renowned for riches, ſilver, and gold; 2 And 
that there was in it a very rich temple, wherein 
hOr, Were || coverings of gold, and breaſt-plates, and 
4 or, {hiclds||, which Alexander, ſoz of Philip, the Ma- 
rn. cedonian king, who reigned firſt among the Gre- 
cians, had left there. 3 Wherefore he came and 
{ought to take the city, and to ſpoil it; but he 
"was not able, becauſe they of the city, having 
had warning thereof, 4 Koſe up againſt him in 
blattle: ſo he fled, and departed thence with 
reat heavineſs, and returned to Babylon. 5 
Nr there came one who brought him 
tidings into Perſia, that the armies, which went 
againſt the land of Judea, were put to flight: 6 
And that Lyſias, who went forth firſt with a great 
power, was driven away of the Jews; and that 
they were made ſtrong by the armour, and pow- 
er, and (tore of ſpoils, which they had gotten of 
the armies, whom they had deſtroyed: 7 Allo 
ach. 1.54 that they had pulled down the abomination, 
which he had {et up upon the altar in Jeruſalem, 
and that they had compaſſed about the ſanctuary 
with high walls, as before, and his city Bethſura. 
8 Now when the king heard theſe words, he 
was aſtoniſhed and fore moved: whereupon he 
laid him down upon his bed, and fell ſick for 
grief, becauſe it had not befallen him as he look- 
ed for. 9 And there he continued many days: 
for his grief was ever more and more, and he 
made account that he ſhould die. 10 Where- 
fore he called for all his friends, and ſaid unto 
them, The ſleep is gone from mine eyes, and my 
heart faileth for very care. 11 And I thought 
with mylelf, Into what tribulation am 1 come, 
and how great a flood of miſery is it, wherein now 
I am! for I was bountiful and beloved in my 
zower. 12 But now I remember the evils that 
b ck. 1.21, | did at Jeruſalem, and that I took all the veſſels 
1 of gold and filver that were therein, and * ſent 
to deſtroy the inhabitants of judea without a 
cauſe. 13 I perceive therefore that for this 
cauſe theſe troubles are come upon me, and, be- 
hold; I periſh through great grief in a ſtrange 
land. 14 Then called he for Philip, one of his 
friends, whom he made ruler over all his realm, 
15 And gave him the crown, and his robe, and 
1 Or, + his ſignet: to the end || he ſhould bring up his 
„ fon Antiochus, and nouriſh him up for the king- 
Arriocbus dom. 16 So king Antiochus died there in the 
— hundred forty and ninth year. | 
17 Now when Lyſias knew that the king was 
dead, he ſet up Antiochus his ſon, whom he had 
brought up being; young, to reign in his ſtead, 
bg. and his name he called Eupator. 18 About this 
time they that were in the tower ſhut up the 
ſraelites round about the ſanctuary, and fought 
always their hurt, and the {trengthening of the 
heathen. 19 Wheretore Judas, purpoſing to 
deſtroy them, called all the people together to 
163 beſiege them. 20 So they came together, and 
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Reriecrtics on Chap. V.—If the heathens placed ſo much confidence 


in their dumb idols, how inexcutable ſhall we be, if we put not our whole 


% 


beſieged them in the hundred and fifticth ver v» 
and he made mounts for ſhot againſt them, and es 6 
aber engines. 21 Howbeit certtün of them that — 
were belieged got forth, unto whom ſome a 'w 
godly men of Itracl joined themiclves: 2: yes 
they went unto the king, and faid, Huy (Go 
will it be ere thou execute judgment, aud Wenge 
our brethren? 23 We have been willing 7 
ſerve thy father, and to do as he would haue us 

and to obey his commandments; 24 For which; 
caule they of our nation beſfiege the tower, an 

are alienated from us: moreover* as many « tis ch. 5 1 
as they could light on they ſlew, and ipoiled 1 b 
our inheritance. 25 Neither have they ſtretch. 
ed out their hand againſt us only, but alſo againſt 
all their borders. 26 And, behold, this day are 
they beſieging the tower at Jeruſalem, to take it: 
the ſanctuary alſo and © Bethfura have they ſorti- ed 
hed. y 27 Wherefore if thou doſt not prevent 
them quickly, they will do greater things than 
theſe, neither ſhalt thou be able to rule them. 
28 Now when the king heard this, he was angry. 
and gathered together all his friends, and the 
captains of his army, and thoſe that had charge 
of the horſe. 29 'T here came alſo unto him from 
other kingdoms, and from iſles of the ten, bands 
of hired ſoldiers. 30 So that the number of his 
army was an hundred thoufand tootmen. and 
twenty thouſand horiemen, and two and thirty 
elephants exerciſed in battle. 31 Theſe went 
through Idumea, and pitched againſt Beth{ura, 
which they atlaulted many days, making enyines 
of war; but they of Beth/ure came out, and burn- 
ed them with fire, and tought valiantly. 32 Up- 
on this Judas removed from the tower, and pitch: 
ed in Bethzacharias, over. againſt the king's camp. 
33 Then the King riſing very early marched 
hercely with his hoſt toward Bethzacharias, 
where his armies made them ready to battle, and 
founded the trumpets. 34 And to the end they 
might provoke the elephants to fight, they ſhew- 
ed them the blood of grapes and mulberries. 
35 Moreover they divided the beaſts among the 
ar mies, and for every elephant they appointed a 
thouſand men, armed with coats of mail, and 
with helmets of braſs on their heads; and beſide 
this, for every beaſt were ordained five hundred 
horſemen of the beſt. 36 Theſe were ready at 
every occaſion: whereſoever the beaſt was, and 
whitherſoever the beaſt went, they went alio, 
neither departed they from him. 37 And upon 
the bealts were there ſtrong towers of wood, 
which covered every one of them, and were girt 
faſt unto them with devices: there were alſo 
upon every one two and thirty ſtrong men, chat 
fought upon them, beſide the Indian that ruled 
him. 39 As for the remnant of the horſemen, 
they ſet them on this fide and that ſide at tne. 
two parts of the hoſt, | giving them ſigns what '0. 
to do, and being harneſſed all over amid the ;,-. 
ranks. 39 Now when the ſun ſhone upon the = 
ſhields of gold and brats, the mountains oliſtered 15 
therewith, and ſhined like lamps of fire. 4% d 
part of the king's army being ſpread upon tte 
high mountains, and part on the valleys below,” 
they marched on ſafely and in order. 41 \V ere 
fore all that heard the noiſe of their multicuce, 
and the marching of the company, and the 
rattling of the harneſs, were moved: tor the 
army was very great and mighty. ; 

42 Then Judas and his holt drew near, all - 
tered into battle, and there were {lain of 11 FA 
King's army fix hundred men. 43 oops h 
fſurnamed Savaran, perceiving that one of © 
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M. VII. 


Treue ius. 


Before bealts, armed with royal harneſs, was higher than 
_ all the reſt, and ſuppoſing that the king was upon 
him, 44 Put himſelf in jeopardy, to the end he 

might deliver his people, and get him a perpetual 
name: 45 Wheretore he ran upon him coura- 
geouſly through the midſt of the battle, {laying 

0, on the right-hand and on the left, | fo that they 
ec were divided from him on both ſides. 46 W hich 
— done, he crept under the elephant, and thruſt him 
under, and flew him: whereupon the elephant 

fell down upon him, and there he died. 47 How- 

beit the reft of th: Feu iceing, the ſtrength of the 

king, and the violence of his torces, turned away 

from them. 48 'T hen the king's army went up 

to Jeruſalem to meet them, and the king pitched 

one his tents || againlt Judea, and againtt mount Sion. 
N, 49 But with them that were in Hethiura he 
t made peace: || for they came out of the city, be- 
„bee, cauſe they had no victuals there to endure the 
liege, it being a year of reit to the land. 50 80 
the king took Berthlura, and ſet a garriſon there 
to keep it. 51 As for the ſanctuary, he belieged 

o, it many days: and || fet there artillery with en- 
bete gines and inſtruments to caſt fire and ſtones, and 
pieces to calt darts and filings. 52 \\ hereupon 
0, they || allo made engines againit their engines, 
aud held them battle a long ſeaſon. 53 Yet at 
the laſt, their veſſels being without victuals (for 
that it was the {eventh year, and they in Judea, 
that were delivered trom the Gentiles, had caten 
up the reſidue of the ſtore); 54 There were 
but a few left in the ſanctuary, becaule the fa- 
mine did fo prevail againſt them, that they were 
tain to diſperſe themlelves, every man to his own 
lace. 55 At that time Lyſias heard fay, that 
Phinp, whom Antiochus the king, whiles he liv- 
ed, had appointed to bring up his fon Antiochus, 
that he might be king, 56 Was returned out of 
Perſia and Media, and the king's hoſt alſo that 
went with him, and that he ſought to take unto 
him the ruling of the affairs. 57 Wheretore he 
went in all hate, and ſaid to the king and the 
captains of the hoſt and the company, We decay 
daily, and our victuals are but ſmall, and the place 
we lay ſiege unto is ſtrong, and the affairs of the 
kingdom lie upon us: 58 Now therefore let us 
155 ebe f friends with theſe men, and make peace 
weiith them, and with all their nation; 
covenant with them, that they ſhall live after 

their laws, as they did before : for they are there- 

fore diſpleaſed, and have done all theſe things, 
becauſe we aboliſhed their laws. 60 So the king 

and the princes were content: whereforc he ſent 

unto them to make peace ; and they accepted 
thereof. 61 Alſo the king and the princes made 

an oath unto them : whereupon they went out 

of the ſtrong hold. 62 Then the king entered 

into mgunt Sion; but when he ſaw the ſtrength 


of the place, he brake his oath that he had made, 


and gave commandment to pull down the wall 
round about. 63 Afterward departed he in all 
halte, and returned unto Antiochia, where he 
tound Philip to be matter of the city: fo he fought 
againſt him, and took the city by force. 
| CRAFPI EK VB: 
Arntiochns is ſlain ; Demetrius reigneth in his ſtead, S. 
775,” TN the hundred and one and fiftieth year De- 
57” 4 metrius the %% of Seleucus departed from 
„ Nome, and came up with a few men unto | a 
en. city of the ſea- coaſt, and reigned there. 2 And 
„ as he entered into the f palace of his anceſtors, 
ee lo it was, that his forces had taken Antiochus and 
„ Lyſas, to bring them unto him. 3 Wherefore, 
lab, When he knew it; he ſaid, Let me not ſee their 
faces. 4 So his hoſt ſlew them. Now when 


148. ! 


LE 


* 


Cnae, VII. Ver. 1 


that hie would Rand a company of ſcribes, to require juſtice.] That is, 


ſuch things as Seleucus the father of Demetrius, and 
© 4 


59 And 


— etl r r 


Demetrius was {et upon the throne of his bing Pefore 

dom, 5 "There came unto him all the wicked Cee 

and ungodly men of Uract, having lein, who — 

was deſirous to be Ingh-prictt, for their captain: 

6 And they acculed the people to the king, ſay— 

ing, Judas and his brethren have (ain all thy 

friends, and driven us out of our gun lamlt. 7 

Now e therefore {end ſome man whom thou trifl- 

eſt, and let him go and tec what havock he hath 

made among us, and in the King's land, and let 

him puniſh them with all them that aid them. 

8 Then the king chote Bacchidos, a {friend of ihe 

king, who ruled beyond the flood, and was a 

great man in the kingydon, and taithtul to the 

king. 9 And him he tent with that wicked Al- 

cimus, whom he made high-prictt, and commun 

ed that he ſhonlkl take vengeance of the cinldren 

of Ifrael. 10 So they departed, aud came with 

a great power into the and of Judea, where they 

lent meliengers to Judas and his brethren with 

peaceable words deceittully, 11 But they gave 

no heed to their words; for they ſaw that they 

were come with a great power. 12 Then did 

there allemble unto Alcimus and Bacchides a com- ; 

pany of || ſcribes, to require juſtice. 13 Now 19% 

the Aflideans were the firſt awong the children g 

of Iſracl that fought peace of them: 14 For 4 7s 

laid they, One that is a prieſt of the feed of tri 

Aaron is come with this army, and he will do us 

no wrong. 15 So he ſpake unto them peaceably, 

and iware unto them, ſaying, We will procure 

the harm neither of you nor your friends, 16 

\V hereupon they believed lim: howbeit he took 

of them threeſcore men, and {jew thein in one 

day, according to the words which he wrote, 

17 The fleſh of thy ſaints have they oft aut, and Ff. 79.25 

their blood have they ſhed round about 75 — — 

lem, and there was none to bury them. 18 \Vhere- 

fore the tear and dread of them tell upon all the 

people, Who aid, There is neither f truth nor + Gr. 

righteouſneſs in them; for they have broken tie?“ 

covenant and oath that they made. 19 After 

this removed Bacchides from Jeruſalem, and 

pitched his tents in Bezeth, where he ſent and 

took many of the men that had forſaken him, and 

certain of the people allo, and when he had flain 

them, */e caſtthem into the great pit. 20'I hencom- ler. 47. 

mitted he the country to Alcimus, and left with“ 

him a power to aid him: ſo Bacchides went to the 

king. 21 But Alcimus || contended for the high-1 or, 

prieſthood. 22 And unto him reſorted all ſuch rs ba 

troubled the people, who, after they had gottenthe . 

land of Juda into their power, did much hurt in“ 

Iſracl. 23 Now when Judasſaw all the miſchief that 

Alcimus and his company had done among the 

Iſraelites, even above the heathen, 24 He went 

out into all the coaſts of Judea round about, and 1 Or 

took vengeance of them that had || revolted from #-4 5» 

him, ſo that they durſt no more || go forth into ati = 

the country. 25 On the other ſide, when Alci-|| Or, 

mus ſaw that Judas and his company || had gotten CY 

the 2 hand, and knew that he was not able || 0, 

to + abide their force, he went again to the king, e ce. 

and ſaid all the worſt of them that he could. ry fironge 
26 Then the king ſent Nicanor, one of his ho- Ju. 

nourable princes, a man that bare deadly hate un- , 

to Iſracl, with commandment to deſtroy the PEO- 14 =o - 

ple. 27 So Nicanor came to [Jeruſalem with a Tr.” 

great force; and ſent unto Judas and his brethren 

deceitfully with 4 friendly words, ſaying, 28 Let or. 

there be no battle between me and you; | will 

come with a few men, that I may f lee you in # Gr. /*e 

peace. 29 Hecame therefore to Judas, and they*”” aue 

laluted one another peaceably. Howbeit the 


enemies were prepared, to take away Judas by 


— 


other kings before him, had granted to the Jews, for defending themſelves 


| againſt their numerous and powerful enemies. 
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104] Embaſſy of Judas to the Romans, I. MAC CAB E EsS. 
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LAPOCRTPHA. 


Before violence. 3o \Vhich thing after it was known to 
Skies r Judas, 4% 7977, that he came unto him with deceit, 
he was ſore afraid of him, and would ſee his face 

no more. 31 Nicanor alſo, when he ſaw that 
+4 Gr. his counlel was difcovered, went out to f fight a- 
wel 4 gainſt Judas belide | Capharialama: 32 Where 
1 Or, Cor- there were {lain of Nicanor's ſide about five thou- 
Halte, and men, and he reſt fled into the city of David. 
33 After this went Nicanor up to mount Sion, 
and there came out of the ſanctuary certain of 
the prieſts and certain of the elders of the peo- 
ple, to ſalute him peaceably, and to ſhew him the 
burnt ſacrifice that was offered for the king. 34 
Hut he mocked thein, aud laughed at them, and 
4 Gr. abuſed + them {hametully, and ſpake proudly, 35 
fie. And ſware in his wrath, faying, Unleſs Judas and 
his hoſt be now delivered into my hands, it ever 
+Gr.iz 1 come again f in fatety, | will burn up this houſe: 
peace. and with that he went out in a great rage. 36 
Ihen the prieſts entered in, and ſtood before the 
altar and the temple, weeping, and ſaying, 37 
non, 0 Lord, didſt choole this houſe to be called 
by thy name, and to be a houſe of prayer and pe- 
tition for thy people: 38 Be avenged of this 
man nd his hott, and let them fall by the (word: 
remember taeir Hlaſphemics, and ſuffer them not 
to contiime any longer. 39 So Nicanor went 
out. of jerutalen, and pitched his tents in Beth- 
horon, wherc an hoſt out of Syria met him. 40 
but judas pitched in Adaſa with three thouſand 
e Kings men, and there he prayed, ſaving, 41* 0 Lord, 

IG. 35.36. When they that were ſent from the king of the 
Eccus.43. Aflyrians blaſphemed, thine angel went out, and 
2 kc. 8, {mote an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand of 
19. &15 them. 42 Even lo deſtroy thou this hoſt before 
2. . 

us this day, that the reſt may know that he hath 
ipoken blaiphemoully againit thy ſanctuary, and 
judge thou him according to his wickednels. 
43 So the thirteenth day of the month Adar the 
hoſt joined battle: bur Nicanor's hoſt was dif- 
comfited, and he himieit was firſt flain in the 
battle. 44 Now when Nicanor's hoſt ſaw that 
he was {lain, they caſt away their weapons and 
jo cd, 45 Jhen they purſued after them a day's 
journey, from Ayaia unto Gazera, founding an 
alarm after them with their trumpets. 46 
\\ nercupon they came forth out of all the 
towns of Judea round about, and cloſed them 
un; lo that they, turning back upon them that 
purſued them, were all ſlain with the ſword, and 
not one of them was lefr. 47 Afterwards they 
took the ſpoils, and the prey, and ſmote off Ni- 
canor's head, and his right-hand, which he ſtretch- 
ed out ſo proudly, and brought them away, and 
hanged them up toward Jeruſalem. 48 For this 
cauſe the people rejoiced greatly, and they kept 
that day a day of great gladneſs. 49 Moreover 
(2 Mas, they ' ordained to keep yearly this day, Teng the 
J 


2 thirteenth of Adar. 50 "Thus © the land of ſuda 
& 14:4 Was in relt a little while. 
| HAF TEN III. 

Julius ſentteth aibaſJadors to the Romans, Orc. 

OW Judas had heard of the fame of the 

Romans, that they were mighty and valiant 

men, and ſuch as would lovingly accept all that 

Joined themſelves unto them, and make a league 

of amity with all that came unto them; 2 And 

that they were men of great valour. It was told 

lum allo of their wars and noble acts which they 

don, had done among || the Galatians, and how they 

eb men. had conquered them, and brought them under 

tribute; 3 And what they had done .in the 

country of Spain, for the winning of the mines 

of the ſilver and gold which is there; 4 And 

that by their policy and patience they had con- 


© LED 3 


109 on Chap. II. Demetrius was nephew to Antiochus Epi- 
Name wich only a few attendants, and landed in Syria, where 
l | ; 


he raiſed an army, and took young Antiochus, an 


quered || all the place, though it were very far Bete 
trom them; and the kings allo that came again S 
them from the uttermoſt part of the earth, till — 
they had diſcomfited them, and given them 3 
great overthrow, ſo that the reſt did give them 
tribute every year: 5 Belide this, how they had 
diſcomfited in battle Philip, and Perſeus, king of 
the || Citims; with others that lifted up them. 0, 2. 
ſelves againſt them, and had overcome them: 
6 How alſo Antiochus the great King of Alia, 
that came againſt them in battle, having an hun- 
dred and twenty elephants, with horſemen and 
chariots, and a very great army, was diſcomfited 

by them ; 7 And how they took him alive, and 
covenanted that he and ſuch as reigned after him 
ſhould pay a great tribute, and give hoſtages, 

and that which was agreed upon, 8 And the coun- 

try of India, and Media, and Lydia, and of the 
'goodlieſt countries, which they took of him, and 
gave to king Eumenes: 9g Moreover how the 
Grecians had determined to come and deſtroy 
them; to And that they, having knowledge 
thereof, ſent againſt them a certain captain, aud 
fighting with them {lew many of them, and car- 

ricd away captives their wives and their children, 

and ſpoiled them, and took pofleſlion of their 
lands, and pulled down their ſtrong holds, and 
brought them to be their ſervants unto this day: 

11 It was told hn. belides, how they deſtroyed 

and brought under their dominion all other king- 
doms and itles that at any tune reſiſted them; 

12 But with their friends and ſuch as relied up— 

on them they kept amity: and that they had 
conquered kingdoms both tar and nigh, inſomuch 

as all that heard of their name were afraid of 
them: 13 Allo that, whom they would help to 

a kingdom, thoſe reign ; and whom again they 
would, they diſplace: finally, that they were 
greatly exalted: 14 Yet jor all this none of 


them wore a crown, or was clothed in purple, 


to be magnified thereby: 15 Moreover how 
they had made for themſelves a lenat--houle, 
wherein three hundred and twenty men lat in 
council daily, conſulting alway for the people, 
to the end they might be well ordered: 16 And 
that they committed their government to one | 
man every year, who ruledover all their country, 
and that all were obedient to that one, and that 
there Was neither envy nor emulation among 
them. 17 In conſideration of theſe things, Ju- 
das choſe Eupolemus the ſon of John, e jor: of 
Accos, and Jaſon the ſon of Eleazar, and ſent 
them to Rome, to make a league of amity and 
confederacy with them, 18 Aud to intreat them 
that they would take the yoke from them ; for 
they ſaw that the kingdom of the Grecians did 
oppreſs Iſrael with ſervitude. 19 They went 
therefore to Rome, which was a very great jour 
ney, and came into the f ſenate, where the) ſpake * 
and faid, 20 Judas Maccabeus with his brethren, 
and the people of the Jews, have ſent us unto 
you, to make a confederacy and peace with you, 
and that we might be regiſtered your contede- 
rates and friends, 21 So that matter pleaſed the 
Romans well. | 5 
22 And this is the copy of the epiltle Are 
the ſenate wrote back again in tables of brals, wy 
ſent to [eruſalem, that there they might have 
by them a memorial of peace and confeceracy : 
23 Good ſucceſs be to the Romans, and to wy 
people of the Jews, by ſea and by land for _ 
the ſword alſo and enemy be far from t nk 
24 If there come firſt any war upon the Rom: 
or any of their confederates throughout 1 r 
dominion, 25 'T he people of the ſews ſhall help 
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Before them, as the time ſhall be appointed, with all 
ci1ST their heart: 26 Neither ſhall 4 they give any 
— thing unto them that make war upon them, or 
laue aid them with victuals, weapons, money, or thips, 
as it hath ſeemed good unto the Romans; but. 
they || ſhall Keep their covenants without taking 
any thing therefore. 27 In the fame manner 
alto, if war come firſt upon the nation of the 
gots the Romans ſhall help them with all their 
eart; according as the time thall be appointed 
them: 28 Neither ſhall victuals be given to 
them that take part againſt them, or weapons, 
or money, or ſhips, as it hath emed good to the 
Romans; but they ſhall keep their covenants, 
and that without deceit. 29 According to thele 
articles did the Romans make a covenant with 
the people of the Jews. 30 Howbeit if here- 
atter the one party or the other ſhall think meet 
to add or diminiſh any thing, they may do it at 
their pleaſures, and waatfoever they ſhall add or 
take away ſhall be ratified. 31 And as touching 
the evils that Demetrius doeth to the [ews, we 
have written unto him, ſaying, \V herefore halt 
thou made thy yoke heavy upon over friends and 
confederates the Jews? 32 If therefore they 
complain any more againſt thee, we will do them 
juſtice, and figlit with thee by (ca and by land. 
HAP TER 1X; 
Tudas, di ſerted by his troops, ts defeated and ſluiu, Oc. 
F RIHER MORE when Demetrius heard 
that Nicanor and his hoſt were flain in bat- 
ane tle, f he ſent Bacchides and Alcimus into the 
"7 land of |udea the ſecond time, and with them 
the chief ſtrength of his hoſt: 2 Who went 
forth by the way that leadeth to || Galgala, and 
pitched their tents before Maſaloth, which js in 


Or. 
124 Nut. 


IT * 
41 * 


. Arbelis, and after they had won it, they flew 
much people. 3 Allo the firſt month of the 
hundred fifty and ſecond year they encamped 
before Jeruſalem: 4 From whence they remov- 

% ed, and went to Berea, with twenty thouſand 

Jn, footmen and two thouſand horſemen. 5 Now 


Judas had pitched his tents at Eleaſa, and three 
thouſand choſen men with him : 

the multitude of the other army to be ſo great 

were fore afraid; whereupon many conveyed 
themſelves out of the hoſt, inſomuch as there 
abode of them no more but eight hundred men. 

7 When Judas therefore ſaw that his hoſt w__ 
away, and that the battle preited upon him, he 

was {ore troubled in mind, and much diltrefted, 

for that he had no time to gather them toge- 

ther, 

he ſaid, Let us ariſe and go up againſt our ene- 

mies, if peradventure we may be able to fight 

with them. 9 But they dehortcd him, ſay ing, We 

„„ ſhall never be able: || let us now rather ſave our 
„n lives, and hereafter we will return with our bre- 
, thren, and fight againſt them: for we are but 
few. 10 Then Judas ſaid, God forbid that | 
ſhould do this thing, and flee away from them: 

if our time be come, let us die mantully for 

c 0Ur brethren, and ꝗ let ns not {tain our honour, 
„„ 11 \Vith that the hoſt of Bacchides removed out 
of their rents, and ſtood over-againſt || them, their 
: > horſemen being divided into two troops, and 
their {lingers and archers going before the hoſt, 
„ and they that marched in the toreward were all 
mighty men. 12 As for Bacchides, he was in 
the right-wing : ſo the hoſt drew near on the 
two parts, and ſounded their trumpets. 13 They 
allo of j udas' ſide, even they ſounded their trum- 
pets alſo, ſo that the earth ſhook at the noiſe of 
the armies, and the battle, continued from morn- 
Ing till night. 14 Now when Judas perceived 


1 


X > 


6 Who ſeeing 


3 Nevxvertheleſs unto them that remained 


37 After this came word to Jonathan and Simon 


IX. Judy defeated au {ain [105 
that Bacchides and the ſtrength of his army were _— 
; 33 


101 


on the right. ide, he took with him all the hardy 
15 \Who dilomtited the right-wing, and — 


men, 


purined them unto the mount Azotus. 16 But 
when they of the lett-wing ſaw that they of th 


right-wing, were ditcomfited, they followed upon 
Judas and thote that were with him hard at the 
heels from behind: 1% Whercupon there was 

a {fore battle, inlomuch as many were {lain on 
both parts. 18 Judas allo was killed, and the 
remnant fled. 19 Then Jonathan and Simon 
took Judas their brother, and buried him in the 
{epulchre of his tathers in Modin. 20. More- 
over they bewailed him, and“ all Hrael inade sch. nz, 
great lamentation for him, and mourned many ** 
days, laying, 21 How 1s the valiant man tallen, 
that delivered lracl! 22 As tor the other things 
concerning. Judas and his wars, and the noble 
acts which he did, and his greatnels, they are not 
written : tor they were very many, 

23 Now after the death of Judas the wicked hf. 
began to put forth their heads in all the coaſts of 14. Ke. . 
racl, and there aroſe up all ſuch as wrought © 3 
mniquity. 24 In thole days alto was there a very 
great famine, by realun whereot the country re- 
volted, and went witi || them; 25 hen Bac-j3:cchites 
chides choſe the wicked men, and made them ©" 
lords of the country. = And they made enquiry © 4 
and fearch for Judas” friends, and brought them 
unto Dacchides, who to vengeance of them, 
and f uſed them deſpitefully. 27 So was there + Cr. 

x great affliction in Iſracl, the like whereof was .“ 
not ſince the time“ that a prophet was not ſcenb <4: 46, 
among them. 28 For this cauſe all Judas” friends 

came together, and ſaid unto Jonathan, 29 Since 

thy brother Judas died, ve have no man like 

him to go forth againſt our enemies, and Bac- 
chides, and againſt them of our nation that are 
adverſaries to us. 30 Now therefore we have 
choſen thee this day to be our prince and captain 

in his ſtead, that thou mayeſt fight our battles. 

31 Upon this Jonathan took the governance upon 

him at that time, and roſe up initead of his bro- 

ther Judas. 32 But when Bacchides gat know- 

ledge thereof, he fought for to {ſlay him. 33 
Then Jonathan and Simon his brother, and all 
that were with him, perceiving that, fled into 

the wilderneſs of 'I'hecoe, and pitched their 

tents by the water of the pool Aſphar. 34% Which || Or, 
when Bacchides underſtood, he came near to hu woe IT 
Jordan with all his hoſt upon the ſabbath-day. % n= 
35 Now Jonathan had ſent his brother || 0/42, a 3 
captain of the people, to pray his friends the Na- 4-4 0 
bat hites, that they might leave with them their Th.“ 
carriage, which was much. 36 But the children . libs 
of f Jambri came out of Medaba, and took John, 7 
and all that he had, and went their way with it. 


that be 
might leave 
with them 
their care 


his brother, that the children of Jambri made à 
great marriage, and were bringing the bride . 
from Nadabatha with a great train, as being tC. 
the daughter of one of the great princes of Cha- H, 
naan. 38 Therefore they remembered John = 
their brother, and went up, and hid themſelves 
under the covert of the mountain: 39 Where 

they lifted up their eyes, and looked, and, behold, 

there was much ado and great carriage: and 

the bridegroom came forth, and his friends and 
brethren, to meet them with || drums, and || in- 
ſtruments of muſick, and many weapons. 40 8. 
Then Jonathan and they that were with him ee. 
role up againſt them from the place where they 

lay in ambuſh, and made a {laughter of them 

in ſuch ſort, as many fell down dead, and the 
remnant fled into the mountain, and they took 


Or, 


X. Ver. 30, We have choſen thee, &c.] Their choice ſeems 
we ID in Conſequence of his declaring that he way ready to loſe 


| 


his life in their cauſe, 
brother. 
97 


and of bis deing ghooght no ways inferior to his 
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106] Alcimss dies Iſrael at peace. 


Before all their ſpoils. 41 Thus was the marriage turn- | forth. 66 And he ſmote || Odonarkes and his Before 


cnt ed mto mourning, and the noiſe of their melody | brethren, and the children of Pharſiron in their 1 "gy 
tent. 67 And when he began to ſmite them, g 


— —— into lamentation. 42 So when they had avenged : . ; 
and came up with his forces, Simon and his com- Gm, 


fully the blood of their brother, they turned 
again to the marſh of Jordan. 43 Now when | pany went out of the city, and burned up the 


n 


Bacchides heard thereof, he came on the ſabbath- 
day unto the banks of Jordan with a great 
wer. 44 Then Jonathan ſaid to his company, 

et us go up now and fight for our lives, for it 
ſtandeth not with us to-day, as in time paſt: 45 
For, behold, the battle is before us and behind 
us, and the water of Jordan on this fide and that 
ſide, the marſh likewiſe and wood, neither 1s 
there place for us to turn aſide. 46 Wherefore 
cry ye now unto heaven, that ye may be deliver- 
ed from the hand of your enemies. 47 With 
that they joined battle, and Jonathan ſtretched 
forth his hand to ſmite Bacchides, but he turned 
back from him. 48 Then Jonathan and they 
that were with him leapt into Jordan, and ſwam 
over unto the farther bank : howbeit the other 
paſſed not over Jordan unto them. 49 So there 


engines of war, 68 And fought againſt Bacchi- 
des, who was diſcomfited by them, and they at. 
flicted him fore: for his counſel and travail 
was in vain. 69 Wherefore he was very wroth 
at the wicked men that gave him counſel to 
come into the country, inſomuch as he flew 
many of them, and purpoſed to return into his 
own country. 7o Whereof when Jonathan had 
knowledge, he ſent ambaſſadors unto him, to 
the end he thould make peace with him, and de- 
liver them the priſoners. 71 Which thing he 
accepted, and did according to his demands, and 
{ware unto him that he would never do him 
harm all the days of his life. 72 When there- 
fore he had reſtored unto him the priſoners that 
he had taken aforetime out of the land of Judea, 
he returned and went his way into his own land, 


were {lain of Bacchides fide that day about f a 
free.” thouſand men. 50 Afterward returned Bac- 
Anne. lib. chides to Jeruſalem, and || repaired the ſtrong 
107, Cities in Judea; the fort in Jericho, and Emmaus, 
Suit. and Bethhoron, and Bethel, and Thamnatha, 
Hieb.  Pharathoni, and || Taphon, theſe did he ſtrengthen 
with high walls, with gates, and with bars. 51 
And in them he ſet a garriſon, that they might 
work malice upon lirael. 52 He fortified alſo 

+ Gr. /&« the f city Bethiura, and Gazara, and the tower, 
3 and put forces in them, and proviſion of victuals. 


neither f came he any more into their borders, 10. 
73 Thus the ſword ceated from Iſrael: but ©» 
Jonathan dwelt at Machmas, and began to f go- =»-. 
vern the people; and he deſtroyed the ungodly | 
men out of Ifrael. hal 
CHAPFP'IL ER A. 
Demetrius ſeeketh peace with Fonathan, C 
N the hundred and fixtieth year Alexander, A= 
the || /oz of Antiochus, ſurnamed Epiphanes, T7; 
went up and took Ptole mais: for the people had /“ 


2 Arti 
received him, by means whereof he reigned I 


53 Beſides, he took the chief men's ſons in the 
country for hoſtages, and put them into the 
tower at Jeruſalem to be kepft. 
"75" 54 Moreover in the hundred fifty and third 
— year, in the ſecond month, Alcimus commanded 
that the wall of the inner court of the ſanctuary 
ſhould be pulled down ; he pulled down alſo the 
works of the praphets. 55 And as he began ro 
pull down, even at that time was Alcimus 
plagued, and his enterprizes hindered : for his 
mouth was (topped, and he was taken with a pally, 
{o that he could no more ſpeak any thing, nor 
give order concerning his houſe. 56 So Alcimus 
died at that time with great torment. 57 Now 
when Bacchides ſaw that Alcimus was dead, he 
«<>. 7.5%. returned to the king: whereupon * the land of 
Judea was in reſt two years. 58 Then all the 
ungodly men held a council, faying, Behold, Jo- 
nathan and his company are at eaſe, and dwell 
without care: now therefore we will bring Bac- 
chides hither, who ſhall Ss tem = one 
es. nig. So they went and conſulted with him. 
— 31 Thos retnoved he, and came with a great 
hoſt, and ſent letters privily to his adherents in 
Judea, that they ſhould take Jonathan and thoſe 
that were with him : howbeit they could not, be- 
cauſe their counſel was known unto them. 61 
Wherefore they took of the men of the country, 
that were authors of that miſchief, about fifty 
perſons, and ſlew them. 62 Afterward Jonathan, 
and Simon, and they that were with him, got 
them away to Bethbaſi, which is in the wilder- 
neſs, and they repaired the decays thereof, and 
made it ſtrong. 63 Which thing when Bacchi- 
des knew, he gathered together all his hoſt, and 
| Or, fent word i to them that were of Judea. 64 Then 
el,, went he and laid ſiege againſt Bethbaſi ; and they 
a: wire bi: fought againſt it a long ſeaſon : and made en- 
Jimi? gines of war, 65. ed onathan left his brother 
pare, Genoa in the city, and went forth himſelf into 
the country, and with a certain number went he 


RerLECTION on Chap. IX.—Let us, unde the darkeſt diſpenſations of 
Providence, endeavour to adhere ſtrictly to the principles of truth and equity, 


there. 2 Now when king Demetrius heard 
thereof, he gathered together an exceeding great 
hoſt, and went forth againſt him to fight. 3 
Moreover Demetrius ſent letters unto Jonathan 
with loving words, fo as he magnified him, 4 
For ſaid he, Let us firſt make peace with him, 
before he join with Alexander againſt us: 5 Elſe 
he will remember all the evils that we have done 
againſt him, and againſt his brethren and his peo- 
x 6 Wherefore he gave him authority to 
gather together an hoſt, and to provide weapons, 
that he might aid him in battle: he commanded 
| alſo that the hoſtages that were in the tower 
ſhould be delivered him. 7 Then came Jona— 
than to Jeruſalem, and read the letters in the 
| audience of all the people, and of them that were 
in the tower: 8 Who were ſore afraid, when 
they heard that the king had given him authority 
to gather together an hott. 9 \V hereupon they 
of the tower delivered their hoſtages unto Jona- 
than, and he delivered them unto their parents. 
ro This done, Jonathan ſettled himſelf in Jeru- 
falem, and began to build and repair the city. 
it And he commanded the workmen to build 
the walls and the mount Sion round about with 
ſquare ſtones for fortification ; and they did ſo. 
12 Then the ſtrangers, that were in the fortreſ- 
ſes which Bacchides had built, fled away; 13 
Inſomuch as every man left his place, and went 
into his own country. 14 Only at Bethſura 
| certain of thoſe that had forſaken the law and 
the commandments remained {till : for it was 
their place of refuge. 15 Now when King 
Alexander had rc. what promiſes Demetrius 
had ſent unto Jonathan: when allo it was told 
him of the battles and noble acts which he and 
his brethren had done, apd of the pains that they 
had endured, 16 He ſaid, Shall we find ſuch 
another man? now therefore we will make him 
-our friend and confederate. 17 Upon this he 
wrote a letter, and ſent it unto him, according 


— 


left God ſhould give us up to our vain imaginations, and le 
to all ie temprations of the grand adverſary of our ſouls. 
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ave us expoled 
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. Forathan rejetts Demetrius offers. [107 
gefore to theſe words, ſaying, 18 King Alexander to | the places appertaining. 41 And all the over- Before 


* his brother Jonathan ſendeth greeting: 19 We plus, which the officers payed not in as in for- ©... 
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have heard of thee, that thou art a man of great | 


wer, and meet to be our friend. 20 Where- 
ore now this day we ordain thee to be the high- 
rieſt of thy nation, and to be called the kiny's 
Fiend (and therewithal he ſent him a purple 
robe and a crown of gold): and require thee to take 
our part, and keep triendſhip with us. 21 So 
in the ſeventh month of the hundred and ſixtieth 
year, at the feaſt of the tabernacles, Jonathan 
ut on the holy robe, and gathered together 
forces, and provided much armour. 22 Whereof 
when Demetrius heard, he was very ſorry, and 
ſaid, 23 What have we done, that Alexander 
hath prevented us in making amity with the 
Jews to ſtrengthen himſelf? 24 I alſo will write 
unto them words of encouragement, ard promiſe 
him dignities and gifts, that ] may have their aid. 
25 He lent unto them theretore to this effect: 
King Demetrius unto the people of the 2 
ſendeth greeting: 26 Whereas ye have kept 
covenants with us, and continued in our ftriend- 
(hip, not joining yourſelves with our enemies, we 
have heard thereof, and are glad. 27 Wheretore 


now continue ye {till to be faithtul unto us, and 


we will well recompente you tor the things ye 
do in our behalf, 28 And wilt grant you many 
immunities, and give you rewards. 29 And now 
do I free you, and for your ſake I releaſe all the 
Jews, from tributes, and from the cuitoms of falt, 
and from crown-taxes, 30 And from that which 
appertaineth unto me to receive for the third part 
of the ſeed, and the half of the fruit of the trees, 
I rcleaſe it from this day forth, ſo that they ſhall 
not be taken of the land of Judea, nor of the 
three governments which are added thereunto 
out of the country of Samaria and Galilee, trom 
this day forth for evermore. 31 Let Jeruſalem 
alſo be holy and free, with the borders thereof, 
both from tenths and tributes. 32 And as for 
the tower which is at 13 | yield up  þ 
authority over it, and give it to the high-prieſt, 
that he may ſet in it ſuch men as he thall chooſe 
to keep it. 33 Moreover I freely ſet at liberty 
every one of the ]ews, that were carried captives 
out of the land of Judea into any part of my king- 
dom, and Iwill that all my officersremit the tributes 
even of their cattle. 34 Furthermore / wil! that 
all the fealts, and ſabbaths, and new moons, and ſo- 
lemu days, and the three days before the feaſt, and 
the three days after the feaſt, ſhall be all days of 
immunity and freedom for al! 2 in my realm. 
35 Alſo no man ſhall have authority to meddle 
withthem, or to moleſt any of them in any matter. 
36 I will further, that there be enrolled among 
the king's forces about thirty thouſand men of 
the Jews, unto whom pay ſhall be given, as be- 
longeth to all the king's forces. 37 And of them 


Joe ſhall be placed in the king's 8 holds, of 


whom alſo /ome ſhall be ſet over the affairs of the 
kingdom, which are of truſt: and Iwill that their 


_ overleers and governors be of themſelves, and 


that they live after their own laws, even as the 
king hath commanded in the land of Judea, 38 
And concerning the three governments that are 
added to Judea from the country of Samaria, let 
them be joined with Judea, that they may be 
reckoned to be under one, nor bound to obey 
other authority than the high-prieſt's. 39 As for 
Ptolemais, and the land pertaining thereto, I give 
it as a free gift to the ſanctuary of Jeruſalem for 
the neceſſary expences || of the ſanctuary. 40 

oreover | give every year fifteen thouſand 
ſhekels of ſilver out of the king's accounts from 


„ N 


n 


mer time, from hencetorth ſhall be given to- — 


ward the works of the temple. 42 And beſide 
this, the five thouſand ſhekels of filver, which 
they took from the uſes of the temple out of the 
accounts year by year, even thoſe * ſhall be 
releated, becaule they appertain to the prieſts 
that miniſter. 43 And whoſoever they be that 
flee unto the temple at Jeruſalem, or be within 
the liberties thereot, being indebted unto the 
King, or for any other matter, let them be at 
liberty, and all that they have in my realm. 44 
For the building alſo and repairing of the works 
of the ſanctuary expences ſhall be given of the 
king's accounts. 45 Yea, and for the building; 
of the walls of Jeruſalem, and the fortifying 
thereof round about, expences ſhall be given out 
of the king's accounts, as allo tor the building of 
the walls in Judea. 

46 Now when Jonathan and the people heard 
theſe words, they gave no credit unto them, nor 
received them, becauſe they remembered the 
great evil that he had done in Iſrael ; tor he had 
afflicted them very fore. 47 But with Alexander 
they were well pleated, becauſe he was the firſt 
that entreated of true pom with them, and they 
were confederate with him always. 48 Then 
gathered king Alexander great forces, and cam 
ed over-againſt Demetrius. 49 And after the 
two kings had joined battle, Demetrius' hoſt 
tled : but Alexander followed after him, and pre- 
vailed againſt them. 50 And he continued the 
battle very fore until the ſun went down: and 
that day was Demetrius ſlain. 
Alexander ſent ambaſſadors to Ptolemee king of 
Egypt with a mellage to this effect: 
much as I am come again to my realm, and am 
let in the throne of my progenitors, and have 
gotten the dominion, and overthrown Demetri- 
us, and recovered our country; 53 For after TI 
had joined battle with him, both he and his hoſt 
was dilcomfited by us, ſo that we fit in the throne 
of his kingdom: 54 Now therefore let us make 
a league of amity together, and give me now thy 
daughter to wife: and I will be thy for-in-law, 
and will give both thee and her gifts according 

o thy dignity. 55 Then Ptolemee the king gave 
anſwer, ſaying, Happy be the day wherein thou 
didſt return into the land of thy fathers, and ſateſt 
in the throne of their kingdom. 56 And now 
will I do to thee, as thou haſt written: meet me 
therefore at Ptolemais, that we may ſee one ano- 
ther; for | will marry my daughter to thee accor- . 
ding to thy deſire. 57 So Ptolemee went out of 
Egypt with his daughter Cleopatra, and they 
came unto Ptolemais in the hundred threeſcore 
and ſecond year: <8 Where king Alcxander 
meeting him, he gave unto him his daughter 
Cleopatra, and celebrated her marriage at Ptole- 
mais with great glory, as the manner of kings is. 
59 Now king Alexander had written unto [ona- 
than, that he ſhould come and meet him. 60 
Who thereupon went honourably to Ptolemais, 
where he met the two kings, and gave them and 
their friends ſilver and gold, and many preſents, 
and found favour in their ſight. 6: At that 
time certain peſtilent fellows of Iſrael, men of a 
wicked life, aſſembled themſelves againſt him, to 
accule him: but the king would not hear them. 
62 Yea more than that, the king commanded to 
take off his garments, and clothe him in purple: 
and they did ſo. 63 Alſo he made him ſit 
himſelf, and ſaid unto his princes, Go with him 
into the midſt of the city, and make proclama- 


8 


51 Afterward Joſeph, 


52 Forafſ-ap. 6. 


RAP. X. Ver. 33. 1 freely ſet at liberty, &.] It was neceflary at this 
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I A tion, that no man complain againſt him of any 


matter, and that no man trouble him for any 


150. 0 3 
—— manner of cauſe. 64 Now when his accuſers 


H Or, 
governor 
of a pro- 


Vince. 
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ſaw that he was honoured according to the pro- 
clamation, and clothed in purple, they fled all 
away. 65 So the king honoured him, and wrote 
him among his chief friends, and made him a 
duke, and || partaker of his dominion. 66 After- 
ward [onathan returned to Jeruſalem with peace 
and gladneſs. 67 Furthermore in the hundred 
threeſcore and fifth year came Demetrius ſon of 
Demetrius out of Crete into the land of his fa- 
thers : 68 Whereof when king Alexander heard 
rg was right ſorry, and returned into An- 
tioch, 

69 'Then Demetrius made Apollonius the go- 
vernor of Celoſyria his general, who gathered 
together a great hoſt, and camped in Jamnia, 
and ſent unto Jonathan the high-prieſt, ſaying, 

o "Thou alone lifteſt up thyſelf againſt us, and 
{am laughed to ſcorn for thy ſake, and reproach- 


ed: and why doſt thou vaunt thy power againſt 


us in the mountains? ,71 Now therefore, it thou 
truſteſt in thine own ſtrength, come down to us 
-into the plain field, and there let us try the mat- 
ter together: for with me is the power of the 
cities. 72 Aſk and learn who I am, and the reſt 
that take our part, and they ſhall tell thee that 
thy foot is not able to {tand before our face ; for 


thy fathers have been twice put to flight in their 


own land. 73 Wherefore now thou ſhalt not 
be able to abide the horſemen and ſo great a 


| 2 in the plain, where is neither ſtone nor 


int, nor place to flee unto. 74 So when Jona- 
than heard theſe things of Apollonius, he was 
moved in his mind, and chooſing ten thouſand 
men he went out of Jeruſalem, where Simon 
his brother met him for to help him. 75 And 
he pitched his tents againſt Joppe : but they of 
Joppe ſhut him out of the city, becauſe Apollo- 
nius had a garriſon there. 76 Then 1 
laid ſiege unto it: whereupon they of the city 
let him in for fear: and ſo Jonathan won Joppe. 
77 Whereof when Apollonius heard, he took 


three thouſand horſemen, with a great hoſt of 


footmen, and went to Azotus || as one that jour- 


#4 paſs eyed, and therewithal || drew him forth into the 
yy plain, becauſe he had a great number of horſe- 


fed bit 
Company. 


j| Joſeph. 
Autig., 
hiv. 13. 
Tap. 8. 


men, in whom he put his truſt, 78 Then Jona- 
than followed after him to Azotus, where the ar- 
mies joined battle. 79 Now Apollonius had left 
a thouſand horſemen in ambuſh. 80 And Jona- 
than knew that there was an ambuſhment behind 
him; for they had compaſſed in his hoſt, and 
caſt darts at the people, from morning till even- 
ing. 81 But the people ſtood ſtill as Jonathan 


had commanded them: and ſo the enemies' horſes 


were || tired. 82 Then brought Simon forth his 
hoſt, and ſet them againſt the footmen (for the 
horſemen were ſpent), who were diſcomfited 
by him, and fled. 83 The horſemen alſo, being 
{cattered in the field, fled to Azotus, and went 
into Beth-dagon, their idol's temple, for ſafety. 
84 But Jonathan ſet fire on Azotus, and the 
cities round about it, and took their ſpoils; and 
the temple of Dagon, with them that were fled 
into it, he burned with fire. 85 Thus there were 


burned and {lain with the {word well nigh eight 


tliouſand men. 86 And from thence Jonathan 
removed hjs hoſt, and camped againſt Aſcalon, 
where the{men of the city came forth, and met 
him with great. pomp. 87 After this returned 
Jonathan and his hoſt unto Jeruſalem, having 
many ſpoils, 88 Now when king Alexander 


— 
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Rr rz TION on Chap. X.— When a man of real private virtue become s 
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1 


heard theſe things, he honoured Jonathan by 
more, 89 And ſent him a backe. of gold, as oy, | 
the ule is to be given to ſuch as are of the king's 46. } 5 
blood: he gave him alſo Accaron with the bor. | 
ders thereof in poſſeſſion. 
; CH AP. XI. 
The treacherous deſigns of king Ptolemee, Oc. 3 
2 the king of Egypt gathered together he 
a great hoſt, like the ſand that lieth upon 
the ſea-ſhore, and many ſhips, and went about ang. 1. 
through deceit to get Alexander's kingdom, ang 
join it to his own, 2 Whereupon he took his 
journey into Syria in peaceable manner, ſo as 
they of the cities opened unto him, and met him: 
for king Alexander had commanded them ſo to 
do, becauſe he was his father-in-law. 3 Now as 
Prolemee entered into the cities, he ſet in every 
one of themagarriſon of ſoldiers to keep it. 4 And 
when he came near to Azotus, they ſhewed hirn 
the temple of Dagon that was burnt, and Azotus 
and the ſuburbs thereof that were deſtroyed, and 
the bodies that were caſt abroad, and them that he 
had burnt in the battle; for they had made heaps of 
them by the way where he ſhould paſs. 5 Alſo they 
told the king whatſoever Jonathan had done, tothe 
intent he might blame him: but the king held his 
peace. 6 Then Jonathan met the king with 


great pomp at Joppe, where they faluted one 


hat EZ £4 2%. an 5 
— 


another, and + lodged, : 7 Afterward Jonathan, 20. = 
when he had gone with the king to the river“ > 
called Eleutherus, returned again to Jeruſalem, * 
8 King Ptolemee therefore, — gotten the ; 

dominion of the cities by the ſea unto Seleucia _ 
upon the ſea-coalt, ; imagined wicked counſels 5 


againſt Alexander. 9 Whereupon he ſent am- 

baſſadors unto*king. Demetrius, ſaying, Come, 

let us make a league betwixt us, and I will give 

thee my daughter whom Alexander hath, and 

thou ſhalt reign in thy fathers kingdom: 10 2 
For I repent that I gave my daughter unto him, . 
for he ſought to ſlay me. 11 Thus did he ſlander 

him, becauſe he was deſirous of his kingdom. 

12 Wherefore he took his daughter from him, 

and gave her to Demetrius, and forſook Alex- 

ander, ſo that their hatred was openly known. 

13 Then Ptolemee entered into Antioch, where 

he ſet two crowns upon his head, the crown of 

Aſia, and of Egypt. 14 In the mean ſeaſon was 

king Alexander in Cilicia, becauſe thoſe that 

dwelt in thoſe parts had revolted from him. 15 

But when Alexander heard of this, he came 

to war againſt him: whereupon % Ptolemee 

brought forth his byſt, and met him with a 

mighty power, and put him to flight. 16 So 


| Alexander fled into Arabia, there to be defended; 


bat king Ptolemee was exalted ; 17 For Zabdiel 
the Arabian took off Alexander's head, and lent _ _ 
it unto Ptolemee. 18 King Ptolemee allo died g. 
the third day after, t and they that were in the c 
ſtrong holds were ſlain one of another. 19 Nn 
this means Demetrius reigned in the hundred «= 
threeſcore and ſeventh year, 20 At the ſame %. 
time Jonathan gathered together them that were aι 
in Judea, to take the tower that was in Jerula- 
lem: and he made many engines of war againlt 

it. 21 Then certain ungodly perſons, who hated 
their own people, went unto the king, and told 
him that Jonathan beſieged the tower. 22 Where: 

of when he heard, he was angry, and immedt- 
ately removing, he came to Ptolemais, and wrote 
unto Jonathan, that he ſhould not lay ſiege to 
the tower, but come and ſpeak with him at Pto- 
lemais in great halte. 23 Nevertheleſs Jona. 


than, when he heard this, commanded to beſiege 
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Ingratitude of Demetrius to the Jews, | 109 
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it /ti/l and he choſe certain of the elders of Iſracl 
and the prielts, and put himſelf in peril; 24 
And took ſilver and gold, and raiment, and di- 
vers preſents beſides, and went to Ptolemais unto 
the king, where he found favour in his ſiglit. 
25 And * though certain ungodly men of the 
people had made complaints again{t him, 26 wet 
the king entreated him as his predeceflors had 
done before, and promoted him in the tight of 
all his friends, 27 And * confirmed him in the 
high-prietthood, and inall the honours that he had 
before, and gave him pre-cminence among his 
chief friends. 28 Then Jonathan deſired the king, 
that he would make j udea tree from tribute, as 
allo the three governments, with the country 
of Samaria ; and he promited hin three hundred 
talents. 

29 So the king conlented, ang wrote letters un- 
to 1 — of all theſe things atter this manner : 
30 King Demetrius unto his brother ſonathan, 
aud unto the nation of the Jews, tenderh greet- 
ing: 31 We lend you here a copy of the letter 
which we did write unto our couſin Laithenes 
concerning you, that ye might ſec it. 32 King 
Demetrius unto his father Laſthenes ſendeth 
greeting: 33 We are determined to do good to 
the people of the Jews, who arc our friends, and 
keep covenants with us, becaule of their good— 
will toward us. 34 || Wheretore we have rati- 
fied unto them the borders of Judca, with the 
three governments of- Apherema and Lydda aid 
Ramathem, that arg added unto ]ud-a from the 
country of Samaria, and * all things appertaining 
unto them, for all ſuch as do ſacrifice in jcrula- 
lem, inſtead of the payments which the king re- 
ccived of them yearly atoretime out of the fruits 
of the earth and of trees. 35 And as for other 
things that belong unto us, ot the tithes and 
cuſtoms pertaining unto us, as allo * the ſalt-pits, 
and the crown-taxes, which are duc uito us, we 
diſcharge them of them all tor their relicf. 36 
And nothing hereof ſhall be revoked from this 
time forth for ever. 37 Now therefore lee that 
thou make a copy of theſe things, and let it be 
delivered unto Jonathan, and ſet upon the holy 
mount in a conſpicuous place. 38 Atter this, 
when king Demctrius ſaw that the land was 
quiet before him, and that no refiltance was 


made againſt him, he ſent away all his forces, 


every one to his own place, except certain bands 
of ſtrangers, whom he had gathered from the 
iſles of the heathen : wherefore all the forces of 
his fithers hated hin. 39 Morcover there was 
one 'I ryphon, that had been of Alexander's part 
atore, who, ſceing that all the hott murmured 
againſt Demetrius, went to Simalcue the Arabian, 
that brought up Antiochus the young ſon of Alex- 
ander, 40 And lay fore upon him to deliver 
him his young Antiochus, that he might reign in 
his father's itead : he told him therefore all that 
Demetrius had done, and how his men of war 
were at enmity with him, and there he remain- 
ed a long ſeaſon. 41 In the mean time Jonathan 
lent unto king Demetrius, that he would caſt 
thoſe of the tower out of Jeruſalem, and thoſe 
allo in the fortreiles : for they fought againſt Iſ- 
racl. 42 So Demetrius ſent unto Jonathan, ſay- 
mg, 1 will not only do this for thee and thy peo- 
ple, but I will greatly honour thee and thy nation, 


if opportunity ſerve. 43 Now therefore thou 


thalt do well, if thou ſend me men to help me; 
or all my forces are gone from me. 44 Upon 
this Jonathan ſent him three thouſand ſtrong 


„ 


— * 


men unto Antioch: and when they came to the gefore 
king, the king was very glad of their coming. CHRIST 
45 Howbeit they that were of the city gathered M2: 
themſelves together into the midit of the city, to 
the number of an hundred and twenty .thoutand 
men, and would have ilain the king. 46 Where- 
tore the king tled into the court, but they of the 
city kept the paſſages of the city, and began to 
tight. 47 Then the king called to the Jews for 
help, who came unto him all at once, and dit- 
perting themſelves through the city flew that 
day in the city to the number of an hundred 
thoutand. 48 Alio they ſet fre on the city, and 
gat many ſpoils that day, and delivered the king. 
49 So when they of the city faw that the Jews 
had got the city as they would, their courage 
was abated : wheretore they made ſupplication to 
the King, and cried, ſay ing, 30 Grant us peace 
and let the Jews cealc trom aflwulting us and the 4 uw. 
city. 451 With that they caſt away their wea- 
pons, and made peace ; and the Jews were ho- 
noured in the fight of the king, and in the ſiglit 
ot all that were in his realm ; and they returned 
to Jerulalem, having great ſpoils. 42 So king 
Demetrius {at on the throne oft his kingdom, and 
the land was quict before him. 53 Nevertheleſs 
he difl-mbled in all that ever he ſpake, and 
eltranged himle:f from Jonathan, neither re— 
warded he him according to the benefits which 
he had reccived of him, but troubled him very 
lore. 54 After this returned I ryphon, and with TF,— 
hun the young cluld Antiochus, who reigned, and 
was crowned, 55 Ihen there gathered unto 
him all the men of war, whom Demet ius had 
put away, and they fought agaimt Demetrius, 
who turned his back and fled. 56 Moreover 
1 ryphon took the f elephants, and won Antioch, t Gr. 
57 At that time yomig Antiochus wrote unto JO 
Jonathan, ſaying, 1 confirm thee in the high- 
prictthood, and appoint thee ruler over the four 
governments, and to be one of the king's friends, 
58 Upon this he ſent him golden vellels f to be + Gr. ane 
lerved in, and gave him leave to drink in gold,“ 
and to be clothed in purple, and to wear a golden 
buckle. 59 His brother Simon allo. he made cap- 
tain from the place called 'T'he ladder of Tyrus 
unto the borders of Egypt. DE 

60 Then Jonathan || went forth, and paſſed 10r, 
through the cities beyond the water, and all the 5. 
forces of Syria gathered themiclves unto him for 1, and 
to help him: and when he came to Aicalon, they —_ 
of the city met him honourably. 61 From whence . 
he went to Gaza, but they of Gaza ſhut him out; 3 paged 
wheretfore he laid ſiege unto it, and burned the % 
> . n 5 river and 
{uburbs || thereof with fire, and ſpoiled them. gb rhe 
62 Afterward when they of Gaza made ſuppli- {7s ““. 
cation unto Jonathan, 4 he made peace with them, :»: 


the places 
and took the ſons of their chief men for hoſta- recur 
ges, and ſent them to Jeruſalem, and paſſed gave them 
through the country unto Damaſcus. 63 Now {78% 
when Jonathan heard that Demetrius princes 
were come to Cades, which is in Galilee, with a 

great power, purpoling || to remove him out of || 9r, 
the country, 64 He went to meet them, and % Fes 
left Simon his brother in the country. 65 'Then % in 
Simon encamped againſt Bethſura, and fought . 
againſt it a long ſeaion, and ſhut it up: 66 But 

they deſired to have peace with him, which he 
granted them, and then put them out from 
thence, and took the city, and ſet a garriſon in 

it. 67 As for Jonathan and his hoſt, they pitched 


at the water of Genneſar, from whence betimes 
in the morning they gat them to the plain of 


Or,. 
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XI. Ver. 48. They jet fire on, the city, &c.] The ſtate of the 
at this time the moſt lamentable that can be imagined ; and it ſeems 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom of divine Providence, that as dark- 


Nein generally greateſt before the riſing of the ſun ; ſo thoſe people, for 


their diſobedience, having been left to the gratification of their luſts and 
paſſions, became abandoned, even beyond expreſſion, before the glorious 
Sun of righteouſneſs appeared, to enlighten and deliver them. | 
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110} The Roman league rencwed. IJ. MACCABEES. 


Gelege Naſor. 68 And, behold, the hoſt of {| ſtrangers 
144. met them in the plain, who, having laid men in 
To, — ambuſh for him in the mountains, came them- 
Lauben. ſelves over-againſt him. 69 So when they that 
lay in ambuſh roſe aut of their places, and joined 
battle, all that were of Jonathan's ſide fled ; 70 
Inſomuch that there was not one of them left, 

A except Mattathias the /o of f Abſalom, and Judas 
mu, the /n of Calphi, the captains of the hoſt. 71 
Then Jonathan rent his clothes, and caſt earth 

upon his head, and prayed. 72 Afterwards turn- 

ing again to battle, he put them to flight, and 

ſo they ran away. 73 Now when his own men 

that were fled ſaw this, they turned again unto 


him, and with him purſued them to Cades, even 
unto their own tents, and there they camped. 74 


So there were ſlain of the heathen that day abour 
three thouſand men : but Jonathan returned to 
Jeruſalem, 
CHAPTER: XII. 
Jonathan renews the league with the Romans, O. 

OW when Jonathan ſaw that the time ſerv- 

ed him, he choſe certain men, and ſent 
ach.8. 1, them to Rome, for to confirm and renew the 
*% friendſhip that they had with them. 2 He ſent 


. | 
letters alſo to the Lacedemonians, and to other 


places, for the ſame purpole. 3 So they went 

unto Rome, and entered into the ſenate, and 

ſaid, Jonathan the high- prieſt, and the people of 

the Jews, ſent us unto you, to the end ye ſhould 

renew the friendſhip which ye had with them, 

and league, as in former time. 4 Upon this / 
Romans gave them letters unto the governors of 

every place, that they ſhould bring them into 

the land of Judea peaceably. 5 And this is the 

copy of the letters which Jonathan wrote to the 
Lacedemonians: 6 Jonathan the high-prielt, 

and the elders of the nation, and the prieſts, and 

the other people of the Jews, unto the Lacedemo- 

nians their brethren, ſend greeting: 7 There 

were letters ſent in times paſt unto Onias the 

aus high-prieſt from Darius, who reigned then 
Joſeph, among you, to — that ye are our bret hren, 
of the copy here underwritten doth ſpecify. 8 
4p. 3. At which time Onias entreated the àmbaſſador 
that was ſent honourably, and received the let- 

.o, ters, wherein declaration was made of the || league 
Joſeph, and friendſhip. 9 I herefore we alſo, albeit we 
Ang. need none of theſe things, for that we have the 
holy books of ſcripture in our hands to comfort 

us, 10 Have nevertheleſs attempted to ſend un- 

to you for the renewing of brotherhood and 
friendſhip, leſt we ſhould become {ſtrangers unto 

you altogether : for there is a long time paſſed 

lince ye ſent unto us. 11 We therefore at al] 

times without ceaſing, both in our feaſts, and 

other convenient days, do remember you in the 
ſacrifices which'we offer, and in our prayers, as 
reaſon is, and as it becometh us to think upon 

our brethren : 12 And we are right glad of your 
honour. 13 As for ourlelves, we have had great 
troubles and wars on every ſide, forſomuch as 

the kings that are round about us have fought 
againſt us. 14 Howbeit we would not be trou- 
bleſome unto you, nor to others of our confede- 

rates and friends, in theſe wars: 15 For we have 

help from heaven that ſuccoureth us, ſo as we are 
delivered from our enemies, and our enemies 

are brought under foot. 16 For this cauſe we 

choſe Numenius he ſon of Antiochus, and Anti- 

pater 7/e ſon of Jaſon, and ſent them unto the Ro- 

mans, to renew the amity that we had with them, 

and the former league. 17 We commanded 

them alſo to go unto you, and to ſalute you, and 

to deliver you our letters concerning the renew- 


ReFLECTIONS on Chap. XI.—When public and private virtue go hand in 
hand together, a ation. will be ſure of the divine protection: hut when vice 
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ing. of our brotherhood. 18 Wherefore now ye 
ſhall do well to give us an anſwer thereto, 19 


And this is the copy of the letters || which Oniarcs ._'4+: 
ſent. 20 Areus king of the Lacedemonians to 
Onias the high-prieſt, greeting: 21 It is found 
in writing, that the Lacedemonians and Jews are An 


brethren, and that they are of the ſtock of Abra- 
ham: 22 Now theretore, ſince this is come to 
our knowledge, ye jhall do well to write unty 


us of your f proſperity. 23 We do write back * ©. 
again to you, that your cattle and goods are our's, © 


and our's are your's. We do commanid therefore 
our ambaſſadors to make report unto you bn this 
wife. 24 Now when Jonathan heard that De. 
metrins' priaces were come to fight againtt hin 
with a greater hoit than atore, 25 He removed 
from Jeruſalem, and met them in the land of 
Amathis: for he gave them no reſpite {| to enter! “. 
his country. 26 He ſent ſpies all * 


ſeaſon. 27 Wherefore ſo ſoon as the fun was 
down, Jonathan commanded his men to watch, 
and to be in arms, that all the night long they 
might be ready to fight: allo he {ent forth cen- 
tinels round about the hoſt. 28 But when the 
adverſaries heard that Jonathan and his men were 
ready for battle, they feared, and tremble in 


their hearts, and || they kindled fires in their 4 
camp. 29 Hou beit Jonathan and his company i; «, 
knew it not till the morning: for they faw the 
lights burning. 30 Then Jonathan purſued ate“ 


them, but overtook the 1 not: for they were 
gone over the river Eleutherus. 31 \Wheretore 
Jonathan turned to the Arabians, Whño were called 


33 Simon alſo went forth, and paſſed through 
the country unto Aſcalon, and the holds there 
adjoining, from whence he turned afide to ſoppe, 
and won it. 34 For he had heard that they 
would deliver the hold unto them that took De- 
metrius' part; wheretore he ſet a garriſon there 
to keep it. 

35 After this came Jonathan home again, and 
calling the elders of the people together, e coi 
ſulted with them about building ſtrong holds in 
Judea, 36 And making the walls of Jerufalem 
higher, and raiſing a great mount between the 
tower and the city, for to ſeparate it from the 
city, that ſo it might be alone, that men might 
neither ſell nor buy in it. 37 Upon this they 
came together to build up the city, || foraF" 
much as part of the wall toward the brook on, 


the eaſt ſide was fallen down, and they repaired , 
that which was called Caphenatha, 38 S/Mon e 
allo ſet up Adida in Sephela, and made it {irong ©", 
with gates and bars. 39 Now ‚Tryphon Wen 
about to get the kingdom of Aſia; and to KH 


Antiochus the king, that he might ſet the crown 

upon his own head. 40 Howbeit he was afraid 
that Jonathan would not ſuffer him, and that he 
would tight againſt him; wherefore he {fought a 
way how to take jonathan, that he might Ki) 
him. So he removed, and came to Bethlan. +1 
1 hen Jonathan went out to meet him with forty 
thouſand men choſen for the battle, and came te 
Bethſan, 42 Now when Tryphon faw that Jo. 
nathan came with ſo great a force, he dart 205 
{tretch his hand agaiuſt him; 43 Bur receive 

him honourably, and commended him unto 4 

his friends, and gave him gifts, and commande 

his men of war to be as obedient unto him, a5 to 


himſelf. 44 Unto Jonathan alfo he ſaid, WHY 
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o unto their... | 
tents, who came again, and told him that they e 
were appointed to come upon them in the night «u«.,. 


Zabadeans t, and fmote them,” and took their td 
_ 32 And removing thence, he came to d 
amaſcus, and fo patled through all the country, , 
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Simon's exploits : Tryphon's deceit, [111 


1 haſt tliou put all this people to ſo great trouble, 


cakl5T ſęeeing there is no war betwixt us 


45 There- 


fore ſend them now home again, and chooſe a 
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few men to wait on thee, and come thou with 
me to Ptolemais, for I will give it thee, and the 
reſt of the ſtrong holds and forces, and all that 
have any charge.: as for me, I will return and 
depart : for this is the cauſe of my coming. 46 
So Jonathan believing him did as he bade him, 
and ſent away his hoſt, who went into the land 
of Judea. 47 And with himſelf he retained 
but three thouſand men, of whom he + ſent two 
thouſand into Galilee, and one thouland went 
with him. 48 Now as ſoon as Jonathan entered 
into Ptolemais, they of Ptolemais ſhut the gates, 
and took him, and all them that came with him 
they flew with the ſword. 49 Then ſent 'Try- 

hon an hoſt of footmen and horſemen into Gall 
ce, and into the great plain, to deſtroy all Jo- 
nathan's company. 50 But when they knew 
that Jonathan and they that were with him were 
taken and ſlain, they encouraged one another, 
and went cloſe together, prepared to fight. 51 
'They therefore that followed upon them, per- 
ceiving that they were ready to fight for their 
lives, turned back again. 52 \Whereupon they 
all came into the land of Judea peaccably, and 
there they bewailed Jonathan, and them that 
were with him, and they were ſore afraid; where- 
fore all Iſrael made great lamentation. 53 I hen 
all rhe heathen that were round about them 


ſought to deſtroy them: for ſaid they, 'I'hey have, 


no captain, nor any to help them: now therefore 
let us make war upon them, and take away their 
memorial from among men. 
CHAP. XIIL 
Simon is made captain in fonathan's room, Cc. 

| ® 0 when Simon heard that Tryphon had 

gathered together a great holt to invade 
the land of [udea, and deſtroy it, 2 And ſaw 
that the people was in great trembling, and fear, 
he went up to Jeruſalem, and gathered the peo- 
ple together, 3 And gave them exhortation, 
laying, Ye yourſelves know what great things I, 
and my brethren, and my father's houſe, have 
done for the laws and the ſanctuary, the battles alſo 
and troubles which we have ſeen, 4 By reaſon 
whereof all my brethren are ſlain for Iſrael's 
ſake, and I am left alone, 5 Now therefore be 
it far from me, that I {hoald ſpare mine own life 
in any time of trouble: for I am no better chan 
my brethren. 6 Doubtleſs I will avenge my na- 
tion, and the ſanctuary, and our wives, and our 
children : for all the heathen are gathered to de- 
ſtroy us of very malice. 7 Now as ſoon as the 
people heard theſe words, their ſpirit revived. 
8 And they anſwered with a loud voice, ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt be our leader inſtead of Judas and 
Jonathan thy brother. 9 Fight thou our battles, 
and whatſoever thou commandeſt us, that will 
we do. 10 So then he gathered together all the 
men of war, and made haſte to finiſh the walls 
ot Jeruſalem, and he fortified it round abour, 
11 Allo he ſent Jonathan the ſoz of Ablalom, and 
with him a great power, to _ who calting 
out them that were therein remained there in it. 
12 So I'ryphon removed from Ptolemais with a 
great power to invade the land of Judea, and Jo- 
vathan was with him in ward. 13 But Simon 
pitched his tents at Adida, over- againſt the plain. 
14 Now when 'T'ryphon knew that Simon was 
riſen up inſtead of his re Jann and 
meaat to join battle with him, he ſent meſſengers 
unto him, ſaying, 15 Whereas we have Jonathan 
thy brother in hold, it is for money that he is 


owing unto the king's treaſure, || concerning the 
buſineſs that was committed unto him. 16 W here- 


tore now fend an hundred talents of filver, andyg;,7;7" 
two of his ſons for hoſtages, that when he is at ; wh 
. . . WW, 0 _ 
liberty he may not revolt from us, and we will 


let him go. 17 Hereupon Simon, albeit he per- hes oh 
ceived that they ſpake deceittully unto him, yet ;.,, ./c; 
lent he the money and the children, leſt peradven- or when 


ture he ſhould procure to himſelf great hatred of 


the people: 18 Who might have ſaid, Becauſe 
| tent him not the money and the children, there- 
fore is fonathan dead. 19 So he ſent them the 
children and the hundred talents : howbeit 7ry- 
phom diflembled, neither would he let Jonathan 
go. 20 And after this came 'I ryphon to invade 
the land, and deſtroy it, going round about by 
the way that leadeth unto Adora : but Simon 
and his hoſt marched againſt him in every.place, 
whereloever he went. 21 Now they that were 
in the rower ſent mellengers unto 'I ryphon, to 
the end that he ſhould haſten his coming unto 
them by the wildernels, and fend them victuals. 
22 Wherefore I'ryphon made ready all his horſe— 
men to come that night: but there fell a very 
great ſnow, by realon whereot he came not. So 
he departed, and came into the country of Galaad, 
23 And when he came near to Baſcama, he flew 
Jonathan, who was buried there. 24 Atterward 
TITryphon returned and went into his own land. 
25 'T hen ſent Simon, and took the bones of Jo- 
nathan his brother, and buricd them in Modin, 
the city of his fathers. 26 And * all lirael made 
great lamentation for him, and bewailed him 
many days. 27 Simon allo built a monument 
upon the ſepulchre of his father and his brethren, 
and railed it aloft to the fight, with hewn ſtone 
behind and before. 25 Moreover he ſet up 
leven pyramids, one againſt another, for his fa- 
ther, and his mother, and his four brethren. 29 
And in theſe he made cunning devices, about 
the which he ſet great pillars, and upon the pil- 
lars he made all their armour for a perpetual me- 
mory, and by the armour ſhips carved, that they 
might be ſcen of all that fail on the fea. 39 
'T his is the ſepulchre which he made at Modin, 
and it ſtandeth yet unto this day. 31 Now 'I'ry- 
phon dealt deceitfully with the young king An- 
tiochus, and flew him. 32 And he reipned in 
his ſtead, and crowned himſelf king of Aſia, and 
brought a great calamity upon the land. 33 Then 
Simon built up the ſtrong holds in Judea, and 
tenced them about with high towers, and great 
walls, and gates, and bars, and laid up f victuals 
therein, 

34 Moreover Simon choſe men, and ſent to 
king Demetrius, to the end he ſhould give the 


land an immunity, becaule f all that 'I'ryphon # 
did was to ſpoil. 35 Unto whom king Deme- 4, 
36 were robe 


trius anſwered and wrote after this manner: 
King Demetrius unto Simon the high-prieſt, and 
friend of kings, as allo unto the elders and na- 
tion of the Jews, ſendeth greeting: 37 The 
golden crown and the ſcarlet robe, winch ye 
ſent unto us, we have received: and we are ready 
to make a ſtedfaſt peace with you, yea, and to 
write unto our officers, to confirm the immuni- 
ties which we have granted. 38 And whatſo- 
ever covenants we have made with you ſhall 


{tand ; and the ſtrong holds, which ye have 


builded, ſhall be your own. 39 As for any 
overſight or fault committed unto this day, we 
forgive it, and the crown-tax alſo, which ye owe 
us: and if there were any other tribute paid in 
2 it ſhall no more be paid. 40 And 
ook who are meet among you to be in our 


A pms XIII. Ver. 21. The rower.] This was a ſtrong fort which 


erected in Jeruſalem, ſome time after the Jews had returned from 


the captivity. A garriſon had been placed in it by Antiochus Epiphanes, 


and the apoſtate Jews took ſhelter in it. 
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Before court, let them be enrolled, and let there be 
eHRIST peace betwixt us. 41 Thus the yoke of the hea- 
then was taken away from Iſraeſ in the hundred 

and ſeventieth year. 42 Then the people of 1t- 
ech. 14.25. racl began © to write in their inſtruments and 
contracts, ln the firſt year of Simon the high- 
rieſt, the governor and leader of the 2 43 
fa thoſe das Simon camped againſt Gaza, and 
beſieged it round about; he made alſo an engine 
of war, and let it by the city, and battered a 
certain tower, and took it. 44 And they that 
were in the engine leaped into the city ; where- 
upon there was a great uproar in the city; 45 
Inſomuch that the people of the city rent their 
clothes, and climbed upon the walls with their 
wives and children, and cried with a loud yoice, 
gv beſecching Simon + to grant them peace. 46 
5 7% And they ſaid, Deal not with us according{to 
n, dur wickednels, but according to thy mercy. \47 
So Simon was appealed toward them, and fought 
no more againſt them, but put them out of the 
city, and cleanſed the houtes wherein the idols 
were, and fo entered into it with ſongs and 
thankſgiving. 48 Yea, he put all uncleanneſs 
out of it, and placed ſuch men there as would 
keep the law, and made it {tronger than it was 
before, and built therein a dwelling-place for 
z himſelf. 49 They allo of the tower in Jeruſa- 
8 lem were kept ſo itrait, that they could neither 
come forth, nor go into the country, nor buy, 
nor ſell: wherefore they were in great diſtreſs 
for want of victuals, and a great number of them 
periſhed through famine. 50 Then cried they 
Or, to Simon, beleeching him | to be at one with 
ne"; = them: which thing he granted them; and when 
he had put them out from thence, he cleanſed 
the tower from pollutions: 51 And entered 
into it the three and twentieth day of the ſecond 
month, in the hundred ſeventy and firſt year, 
with thanklgiving, and branches of palm-trees, 
and with harps, and cymbals, and with viols, and 
hymns, and ſongs: becauſe there was deſtroyed 
a great enemy out of Iſrael. 52 He ordained 
allo that that day ſhould be kept every year with 
gladnels. Moreover the hill of the temple that 
was by the tower he made ſtronger than it was, 
and there he dwelt himſelf with his company. 
53 And when Simon jaw that John his fon was a 
valiant man, he made him captain of all the hoſts ; 

« ch. 16. 1. and * he dwelt in Gazara. 

, 3:2 ©... ATV 
Demetrius is taken captive by the king of Perſia, &yc. 

Tar. OW in the hundred threeſcore and twelfth 
year king Demetrius gathered his forces 
together, and went into Media, to get him help 
to fight againlt 'I'ryphon. 2 But when Arlaces, 
the king of Perſia and Media, heard that Deme- 
trius was entered within his borders, he ſent one 
of his princes to take him alive: 3 Who went 
and ſmote the hoſt of Demetrius, and took him, 
and brought him to Arlaces, by whom he was 
ack. 7.59. put in ward. 4 As for. the land of fudea, * that 
was quiet all the days of Simon; for he ſought 
the good of his nation in ſuch wile, as that ever- 
more his authority and honour pleaſed them 
well. 5 And as he was honourable in all his acts, 
{o in this, that he took Joppe for an haven, and 
made an entrance to the ifles of the ſea, 6 And 
enlarged the bounds of his nation, and recovered 
the country, 7 And gathered together a great 
number of captives, and had the dominion of 
Gazara, and Bethſura, and the tower, out of the 
which he took all uncleannels, neither was there 
any that reſiſted him. 8 Then did they till their 
ground in peace, and the earth gave her increaſe, 


rulers of the Lacedemonians, with the city, unto 


ſu a 8 * 


Anm 


and the trees of the field their fruit. 9 The pes 
ancient men fat all in the {treets, communing ciner 
together of || good things, and the young men = 
put on glorious and warlike apparel, 10 He 9% Þ | 
provided victuals for the cities, and ſet in them!“? | 
all manner of munition, ſo that his honourable 
name was renowned unto the end of the world. _ , 
11 He made peace in the land, and Iſrael rejoiced | 
with great joy: 12 For * every man fat under W 
his vine and his fig-tree, and there was none to Ys 
fray them: 13 Neither was there any left in Z 
the land to fight againlt them: yea, the kings 
themſelves were overthrown in thoſe days. x, 
Moreover he ſtrengthened all thoſe of his people 

that were brought low: the law he ſearched out; 

and every contemner of the law and wicked per. 

lon he took away. 15 He beautified the fanc- 
tuary, and multiplied the veſlels of the temple, 

16 Now when it was heard at Rome, and as far 

as Sparta, that Jonithan was dead, they were 

very lorry. 17 But as ſoon as they heard that 

his brother Simon was made high-prieſt in his 
ſtead, and ruled the country, and the cities there- 

in: 16 They wrote unto him in tables of braſs, | 
o renew the friendſhip and league which they _ 


Q > 2%. Dh 
— 


a= 


nad made with Judas and Jonathan his brethren: 

i9 Which writings were read before the congre- | 
gation at jeruſalem. 20 Aud this is the copy of | de 
the letters that the Lacedemonians ſent ; Ihe ; 35 


Simon © the high prieſt, and the elders, ande 

prieſts, and reſidue of the people of tlie [ews, ö eck 

our brethren, cd greeting: 21 The amballa— 

dors that were ſent unto our people certihed us 

of your glory and honour : wherefore we were 

glad of their coming, 22 And did regitter the 

things that they ſpake in the || council of the po- o, 

ple in this manner, Numenius /oz of Antiochus, , lch. 

and Antipater /9 of Jaſon, the Jews' ambaſladors, | 

came unto us to renew the friendſhip they had 

with us. 23 And it pleaſed the people to enter- 

tain the men honourably, and to put the copy 

of their ambaſſage in public records, to the end 

the people of the Lacedemonians might have a 

memorial thereof : furthermore we have written 

a copy thereof unto Simon the high-priett. — 
24 After this Simon ſent Numenius to Rome 1. f 

with a great ſhield of gold of a thouſand pound 

weight, to confirm the league with them. 25 

Whereof when the people heard, they aid, 

What thanks ſhall we give to Simon and his ſons? 

26 For he and his brethren and the houle of his 

father have eſtabliſhed Iſrael, and chaſed away in 

tight their enemies from them, and confirmed 

their liberty. 27 So then they wrote f in tables 

of braſs, which they tet upon pillars in mount 

Sion: and this is the copy of the writing; Ihe 

eighteenth day of the mouth r Elul, in the hundred t At. 

threeſcore and twelfth year, being the third year 

of Simon the high-prieſt, 28 At || Sarame! in! eg 

the great congregation of the prieſts, and peo- ginn. 

ple, and rulers of the nation, and elders of the 

country, were theſe things notified unto us. 29 t 

Foraſmuch as oftentimes there have been wars, 

in the country, wherein for the maintenance Of fone wi 

their ſanctuary, and the law, Simon the fon af 

Mattathias, of the poſterity of Jarib, together n 

with his brethren, put themſelves in jeopardy, 

and reſiſting the enemies of their nation did their 

nation great honour: 30 (For after that Jona. 

than, having gathered his nation together, and 

been their high-prieſt, was added to his people, 

31 Their enemies purpoſed to invade their co 

try, that they might deſtroy it, and lay hands on 

the ſanctuary: 32 At which time Simon roſe up. 


140. 
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which often leads many to trample on obligations of the 


Uficulty 


important nature. 
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and fought for his nation, and ſpent much of his 
own ſubltance, and armed the valiant men of 
his nation, and gave them wages, 33 And for- 
tified the cities of Judea, together with Bethſura, 
that lieth upon the borders of Judea, where the 
armour || of the enemies had been before ; but 
he ſet a garriſon of 88 there: 34 Moreover 
he fortitied Joppe, which lieth upon the ſea, and 
Gazara ||, that bordereth upon Azotus, where the 
enemies had dwelt before: but he placed Jews 
there, and furniſhed them with all things con- 
venient for the reparation thereof). 35 Ihe 
people therefore, ſeeing the acts of Simon, and 
unto what glory he thought to bring his nation, 
made him their governor and chief prieſt, be- 
cauſe he had done all theſe things, and for the 
juſtice and faith which he kept to his nation, 
and for that he ſought by all means to exalt his 

eople. 36 For in his time things proſpered in 

is hands, ſo that the heathen were taken out of 
their country, and they allo that were in the 
city of David in Jeruſalem, who had made them- 
ſelves a tower, out of which they iſſued, and 

olluted all about the ſanctuary, and did much 
— || in the holy place: 37 But he placed Jews 
therein, and fortified it for the ſafety of the 
country and the city, and raiſed up the walls of 

eruſalem. 38 King Demetrius allo * confirmed 
lin in the high. prieſthood according to thoſe 
things, 39 And made him one of his friends, 
and honoured him with great honour. 40 For 
he had heard ſay, that the Romans had called 
the Jews their friends and confederates, and bre- 
thren; and that they had entertained the ambaſ- 
ſadors of Simon honourably; 41 Alſo that the 
Jews and prieſts were well pleaſed that Simon 
ſhould be their governor and high-prielt for ever 
until * there ſhould ariſe a faithful prophet; 42 
Moreover that he ſhould be their captain, and 
ſhould take charge of the ſanctuary, to ſet them 
over their works, and over the country, and 
over the armour, and over the fortreſſes, that, J 
ſay, he ſhould take charge of the ſanctuary ; 
43 Beſide this, that he ſhould be obeyed of every 
man, and that all the writings in the country 
ſhould be made in his name, and that * he ſhoul4 
be clothed in purple, and wear gold: 44 Alſo 
that it ſhould be lawful for none of the people 
or prieſts to break any of theſe things, or to gain- 
ſay his words, or to gather an aſſembly in the 
country without him, or to be clothed in pur- 
ple, or wear a buckle of gold: 45 And wholo- 
ever ſhould do otherwiſe, or break any of theſe 
things, he ſhould be, puniſhed. 46 Thus it liked all 
the people to deal with Simon, and to do as hath 
been ſaid. 47 Then Simon accepted hereof, and 
was well pleaſed to be high-prieſt, and captain 
and governor of the Jews and prieſts, and to 
defend them all. 48 So they. commanded that 
this writing ſhould be put in tables of braſs, and 
that they ſhould be ſet up within the compals of 
the — in a conſpicuous place; 49 Alſo 
that the copies thereof ſhould be laid up in the 
treaſury, to the end that Simon and his ſons might 


have them. 
CHAP. XV. | 
Antiochus defireth leave to paſs through Fudea, Oc. 
OREOVER Antiochus ſon of Demetrius 
the king ſent letters from the iſles of the 
ſea unto Simon the prieſt and prince of the Jews, 
and to all the people; 2 The contents whereof 
were theſe : King Antiochus to Simon the high- 
prieſt and prince of his nation, and to the people 
of the Jews, greeting: 3 Foraſmuch as certain 
peſtilent men have uſurped the kingdom of our 
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receive them, but brake all the c 
he had made with him afore, and became ſtrange 


fathers, and my purpoſe is to challenge it again, Before 


that I may reſtore it to the old eſtate, and to that * 
end have gathered a multitude of toreign ſoldiers — 


together, and prepared ſhips of war; 4 My 
meaning alſo being to go through the country, 
that I may be avenged of them that have de- 
ſtroyed it, and made many cities in the kingdom 
deſolate: 5 Now therefore 1 confirm unto thee 
all the oblations which the kings before me grant- 
ed thee, and whatſoever gifts beſides they grant- 
ed. 6 |] give thee leave allo to coin money for 
thy country with thine own ſtamp. 47 And as 
concerning qeruſalem and the ſanctuary, let them 
be free; and all the armour that thou halt made, 
and fortreſſes that thou haſt built, and keepeſt in 
thine hands, let them remain unto. thee. And 
it any thing be, or ſhall be, owing to the king, 
let it be forgiven thee trom this time forth for 
evermore, 9 Furthermore, when we have oh- 
tained our kingdom, we will honour thee, and 
thy nation, and thy temple, with great honour, 
lo that your honour ſhall be known throughout 
the world. 10 In the hundred threeſcore and 


139. 
fourteenth year went Antiochus into the land of Job. 


his fathers : at which time all the forces came to-. — 


gether unto him, ſo that few were left with 'Try- 
phon. 11 Wheretore being purſned by king An- 
tiochus, he fled unto Dora, which lieth by the 
lea-lide : 12 For he ſaw that troubles came upon 
him all at once, and that his forces had forſaken 
him. 13 Then camped Antiochus againſt Dora, 
having, with him an hundred and twenty thou- 
{and men of war, and eight thoufand horſemen. 
14 And when he had compalled the city round 
about, and joined ſhips cloſe to the town on the 
lea-ſide, he vexed the city by land and by fea, 
neither ſuffered he any to go out or in. 15 In 
the mean ſcaſon came Numenius and his com- 
pany from Rome, having letters to the kings and 


countries; wherein were written theſe things: 


16 Lucius, conſul of the Romans, unto king Pto- 
lemee, greeting: 17 The Jews ambaſladors, 
our friends and contederates, came unto us to 
renew the old friendſhip and league, being ſent 
trom Simon the high-prieſt, and trom the people 
of capt peed 19 And they brought a ſhie 
gold of a thouſand pound. 19 We thought it 
good therefore to write unto the kings and coun- 
tries, that they ſhould do them no harm, nor 
tight againſt them, their cities, or countries, nor 
yet aid their enemies againſt them. 20 It ſeemed 
alſo good to us to receive the ſhield of them, 


4-cap.l 1. 


of * ch. 14. 2, 


21 If therefore there be any peſtilent fellows, 


that have fled from their countr 
liver them unto Simon the high-prieſt, that he 


may puniſh them according to their own law. 
22 The ſame things wrote he likewiſe unto De- 


metrins the king, and Attalus, to || Ariarathes, 
to || Sampſames, and the Lacedemonians, and to 
Delus, and Myndus, and Sicyon, and Caria, and 


Side, and Aradus, and Gortyna, and Cnidus, and 


unto yon, de- 


[| Or, 


and Arſaces, 23 And to all the countries, and“. 


[| Or, 
ampſacess 
Lat. 


Samos, and Pamphylia, and Lycia, and Halicar- Lany/a- 
nallus, and Rhodus, and || Phaſelis, and Cos, and 


CUTS, 
Or, 
Bajilite 


| Cyprus, and Cyrene, 24 And the copy here 
they wrote to Simon the high-prieſt, * * 


25 So Antiochus the king camped againſt Dora 


the ſecond day, + aflaultin 
making engines, by whic 
Try 
26 


it continually, and 
means he ſhut u 

hon, that he could neither go out nor in. 
t that time Simon ſent him two thouſand 


choſen men to aid him; ſilver alſo, and gold, and 


much armour, 27 Nevertheleſs he would not 


ovenants which 


1 Cr. 
ringing. 
do 


to it, 
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government into their hands, 
and prudence. 
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which muſt alſo be dong with great ca 
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28 Furthermore he ſent unto him 
At henobius, one of his friends, to commune with 
him, and ſay, Ye with-hold Joppe and Gazara, 
with the tower that is in Jeruſalem, which are 
cities of my realm. 29 The borders thereof ye 
have waſted, and done great hurt in the land, 
and got the dominion of many places within my 
kingdom. 30 Now therefore deliver the cities 
which ye have taken, and the tributes of the 


1 Or, -x- places, whereof ye have gotten dominion || with- 
eept the a 
ue, out the borders of Judea: 31 Or elſe give me 


c. for them five hundred talents of ſilver; and for 
the harm that ye have done, and the tributes of 
the cities, other five hundred talents: if not, we 

e,. will come and || fight againſt you. 32 So Athe- 

# £4, nobius the king's friend came to Jeruſalem : and 
when he ſaw the glory of Simon, and the cup- 
board of gold and ſilver plate, and his great at- 
tendance, he was altoniſhed, and told him the 

king's meſſage. 33 'T hen anſwered Simon, and 

ſaid, unto him, We have neither taken other men's 
land, nor holden that which appertaineth to 
others, but the inheritance of our fathers, which 
our enemies had wrongfully in poſſeſſion a cer- 
tain time. 34 Wherefore we, having opportunity, 
hold the inheritance of our fathers. 35 And 
whereas thou demandeſt Joppe and Gazara, albeit 
they did great.harm unto the people in our coun- 
try, yet will we give an hundred talents for them. 
Hereunto Athenobius anſwered him not a word; 
36 But returned in a rage to the king, and made 
report unto him of theſe ſpeeches, and of the 
glory of Simon, and of all that he had ſcen; 
whereupon the king was exceeding wroth. 37 
In the mean time fled 'I'ryphon by ſhip unto Or- 
thoſias. 38 Then the king made Cendebeus cap- 
tain- of the ſea-coaſt, and gave him an hoſt of 
footmen and horſemen, 39 And commanded 
him to remove his hoſt toward Judea : alſo he 
commanded him to build up || Cedron, and to for- 
tify the gates, and to war againſt the people; 
but as for the king himſeff, he purſued Tryphon. 
40 S0 Cendebeus came to Jamnia, and began 
to provoke the people, and to invade Judea, and 
to take the people priſoners, and ſlay them. 41 
And when he had built up Cedron, he ſet horſe- 
men there, and an holt of foozmen, to the end that 
iſſuing out they might make outroads upon the 
ways of Judea, as the king had commanded him. 


| CHAPTER XVI. 

Judas and Fohn defeat the forces of Antiochus, Oc. 
"I. 5m came up John * from Gazara, and told 
2 


Or, 


car. 


a ch. 13+ 


53• Simon his father what Cendebeus had done. 


ſherefore Simon called his two eldelt ſons, 
Judas and John, and ſaid unto them, * I, and 
my brethren, and my father's houſe, have ever 
from our 1 unto this day fought againſt the 
- . 3-5 ENEMIES o Ifrael ; and © things have proſpered ſo 
well in our hands, that we have delivered Iſrael 
oftentimes. 3 But now I am old, and ye, by 

God's mercy, are of a ſufficient age : be ye inſtead 

of me and my brother, and go and fight for our 
nation, and the help from heaven be with you. 

4 So he choſe out of the country twenty 185 

ſand men of war with horſemen, who went out 
againſt Cendebeus, and reſted that night at Mo- 


b ch. 14. 
26. 


din. 5 And when as they role in the morning 
5 


and went into the plain, behold, a mighty great Ci 
hoſt both of footmen and horſemen came againg 2. 


them: howbeit there was a water-brook betwixt 
them. 6 So he and his people pitched over-again(t 
them: and when he ſaw that the people were 
afraid to go over the water-brook, he went firft 
over himſelf, and then the men ſecing him paſicd 
through after him. That done, he divided his 
men, and ſet the horſemen in the midit of the 
footmen : for the enemies' horſemen were ver 

many. 8 Then ſounded they with the hol 

trumpets: whereupon Cendebeus and his hoſt 
were put to flight, ſo that many of them were 
(lain, and the remnant gat them to the ſtron 

hold. 9 At that time was Judas [ohn's brother 
wounded ; but John {till followed after them 
until he came to Cedron, which Cerdebeus had 
built. 10 f So they fled even unto the towers 
in the fields of Azotus ; wherefore he burned it 


nen. 


Betore 


+ Or, 
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with fire: ſo that there were ſlain of them about 4 / 


two thouſand men, Afterward he returned into 


the land of Jundea in peace. 
[1 Moreover in the plain of Jericho was Pro- 


* 


the un 


11 . 1 1 
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of Az ai 


lemeus the ſon of Abubus made captain, and he oe 


had abundance of filver and gold: 12 For he 
was the high-prielt's ſon-in-law. 13 Wherefore 
his heart being lifred up, he thought to get the 
country to himlelt, and thereupon conſulted de- 
ceitfully againſt Simon and his ſons to deſtroy 
them. 14 Now Simon was viſiting the cities that 
were in the country, and taking care for the 
good ordering, of them ; at which time he came 
down himlſclt to Jericho with his ſons, Mattathias 
and Judas, in the hundred threeſcore and ſeven- 
teenth year, in the eleventh month, called Sabat: 
15 Where the /0z of Abubus receiving them de- 
ceitfully into a little hold, called Docus, which 
he had built, made them a great banquet : how- 
beit he had hid men there. 16 So when Simon 
and his ſons had drunk largely, Ptolemee and his 
men roſe up, and took their weapons, and came 
upon Simon into the banqueting-place, and flew 


him, and his two ſons, and certain of his ſervants. 


17 In which doing he committed a great trea- 
chery, and recompenſed evil for good. 18 Then 
Ptolemee wrote theſe things, and ſent to the king, 
that he ſhould ſend him an holt to aid him, and 
he would deliver him the country and cities. 
19 He ſent others allo to Gazara to kill John: 


u, 
.. 


I 35. 
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and unto the tribunes he ſent letters to come * ©. , 
unto him, that he might give them ſilver, and 


gold, and rewards. 20 And others ſent he to take 
Jerutalem, and the mountain of the temple. 21 
Now one had run afore to Gazara, and told John 
that his father and brethren were {lain, and, 
quoth he, Plotemee hath tent to flay thee alſo. 22 
Hereof when he heard, he was tore aſtoniſhed: 
lo he laid hands on them that were come to de- 
{troy him, and flew them; for he knew that 
they ſought to make him away, 23 As concern- 
ing the relt of the acts of John, and his wars, 
and worthy dceds which he did, and the building 
of the walls which he made, and his doings, 24 
Behold, theſe are written in the chronicles of his 
prieſthood, from the time he was made high-prieit 
after his father, | 


4. 
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Cane. XV. Ver. 29. The borders ye have waſted.) Every tyrant can 
exfily find out or forge an excuſe for making depredations in the territories 
of his neighbours ; and this ſeems to have been the caſe with Antiochus, 
which many of his ambitious ſucceſſors have copied, 

Rrfrlcriox.— Whatever are the cauſes of the events which take place 
among men, it is our duty to judge of them by their effects, as they appear 
to us on the theatre of this world, upon mature and cool inveſtigation, 
Cn. XVI. Ver. 11. The plain of Jericho.) This was a molt beau- 
. | 


—.— 


— 


tiſul ſpot of ground adjoining to the river Jordan. It lay on the borcers 


of the land of 
aſſemble in. ; 


vaniſhed away for ever. 


Judea, and was a- place extremely proper for arms ® 
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| CRAPTER-1 
A letter from the fews at Feruſalem to them of Eg ypþt. 
_ HE brethren, the Jews that be at Jern- 
— ſalem and in the land of Judea, with 
unto the brethren, the Jews that are 
a throughout Egypt, health and peace: 
2 God be gracious unto you, and remember his 
covenant that he made with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, his faithful ſervants; 3 And give you all 
an heart to ſerve him, and to do his will, with a 
good courage and a willing mind; 4 And open 
vour hearts in his law and commandments, and 
icnd you peace, 5 And hear your praycrs, and 
be at one with you, and never forſake you in 
time of trouble. 6 And now we be here praying 
for yon. 7 What time as Demetrius reigned, 
in the hundred threeſcore and ninth year, we 
the Jews wrote unto you in the extremity of 
trouble that came upon us in thoſe years, from 
the time that * Jaſon and his company revolted 
from the holy land and kingdom, & And burned 
the porch, and ſhed innocent blood: then we 
prayed unto the Lord, and were heard; we offer- 
ed allo ſacrifices and fine flour, and lighted the 
lamps, and ſet forth the loaves. And now lee 
that ye keep the feaſt of > tabernacles in the 
month Cafleu. 10 In the hundred fourſcore and 
cighth year, the people that were at Jeruſalem 
and in Judea, and the council, and Judas, ſent 
greeting and health unto Ariſtobulus, king Pto- 
lemeus maſter, who was of the ſtock of the 
anointed prieſts, and to the jews that were in 
Feypt: 11 Inſomuch as God hath delivered us 
from great perils, we thank him highly, as having 
been in battle againſt a king. 12 For he caſt 
them out that fought within the holy city. 13 
For when the leader was come into Perſia, and 
the army with him that ſeemed invincible, the 
were {lain in the temple of Nanca by the deceit 
of Nanea's prieſts, 14 For Antiochus, as though 
he would marry her, came into the place, and 
his friends that were with him, to receive money 
in name of a dowry. 15 Which when the prieſts 
of Nanea had let forth, and he was entered with 
a ſmall company into the compals of the temple, 
they ſhut the temple as ſoon as Antiochus was 
come in: 16 And opening a privy door of the 
roof, they threw. {tones like thunderbolts, and 
{truck down the captain, hewed them in pieces, 
{mote off their heads, and caſt them to thoſe 
that were without. 17 Blefled be our God in 
all things, who hath delivered up the ungodly. 
18 Therefore whereas we are now purpoſed © to 
keep the purification of the temple upon the 
hve and twentieth day of e months Caflen, we 
thought it neceſſary to certify you thereof, that 
ye alſo might keep it, as the feaſt of the taberna- 
cles, and of the fire, which was given us when 
Neemias offered ſacrifice, after that he had build- 
ed the temple and the altar. 19 For when our 
fathers were led into Perſia, the prieſts that were 
then devout took the fire of the altar privily, 
and hid it in an hollow place of a pit without 
water, where they kept i ſure, ſo that the place 
was unknown to all men. 
20 Now after many years, when it pleaſed 
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3 The AxcumenT,—Several pieces compoſe this ſecond book ; par- 
EKwaly, 1, tuo epiltles from the Jews of Jeruſalem to thoſe of Alexan- 
3 8 | | | 


| 


| Jaſon, an Helloniftical Jew of Cyrene, | 


God, Necmias, being ſent from the king of Per- 
ſia, did fend of the polterity of thoſe prieſts that 
had hid it to the fire: but when they told us they 
found no fire, but thick water; 21 Then com- 
manded he them to draw it up, and to bring it; 
and when the ſacrifices were laid on, Neemias 
commanded the prieſts to ſprinkle the wood and 
the things laid therenpon with the water. 22 
When this was done, and the time came that 
the ſun ſhone, which afore was hid in the cloud, 
there was a great fire kindled, fo that every man 
marvelled. 23 And the prieſts made a prayer 
whilſt the ſacrifice was conſuming, I/, both 
the prieſts, and all /e , Jonathan beginning, 
and the reſt anſwering thereunto, as Neemias 
did. 24 And the prayer was after this manner 
O Lord, Lord God, Creator of all things, who 
art fearful and ſtrong, and righteous, and mer- 
ciful, and the only and gracious King, 25 The 
only giver of all things, the only juſt, almighty, 
and everlaſting, thou that delivereſt Iſrael from 
all trouble, and didit chooſe the fathers, and 
ſanctity them: 26 Receive the ſacrifice tor thy 
whole people Iſrael, and preſerve thine own por- 
tion, and ſanctity it. 27 Gather thoſe together 
that are ſcattered from us, deliver them that 
{erve among the heathen, look upon them that 
are deſpiſed and abhorred, and let the heathen 
know that thou art our God. 28 Puniſh them 
that oppreſs us, and with pride do us wrong. 
29 Plant thy people again in thy holy place, a amend 
Moſes hath ſpoken. 30 And the prieſts ſung ch. 2. 18. 
plalms of thankſgiving. 31 Now when the fa- 
crifice was conſumed, Neemias commanded 
the water that was left to be poured on the 
great ſtones. 32 When this was done, there was 
kindled a flame : but it was conſumed by the 
light that ſhined from the altar. 33 So when 
this matter was known, it was told the king of 
Perſia, that in the place, where the prielts that 
were led away had hid the fire, there appeared 
water, and that || Neemias had puriſied the ſacri- | Or, 
tices therewith. 34 Ihen the king, incloſing the . 
place, made it holy, after he had tried the mat- e--»4 
ter. 35 And the king took many gifts, and be- 
{towed thereof on thoſe whom he would gratify. 
36 And Neemias called this thing Naphthar, 
which is as much as to lay, a cleanſing: but many 
men call it Nephi. RT 
CHAFPT6R.1 
The exbortations of Jeremy the prophet, Oc. 
T is alſo found in the records, that Jeremy the 
prophet comnianded them that were carried 

away to take of the fire, as it hath been ſignified : ch. 1. 9. 
2 And how that the prophet, having given them 
the law, charged them not to forget the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and that they ſhould 
not err in their minds, * when they ſee images of“ Baruch 
filver and gold, with their ornaments. 3 And © * 
with other ſuch ſpeeches exhorted he them, that 
the law ſhould not depart from their hearts. 4 
It was alſo contained in the fame writing, that 
the prophet, being warned of God, commanded 
the tabernacle and the ark to go with him, as he 
went forth into © the mountain, where Moſes e Deut. 3a. 
climbed up, and ſaw the heritage of God. 5 And 


dria, which ſeem to be ſpurious ; 2. an abridgment of a hiſtory compoſed by 


RyFtscTtions 
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116) Works of Fudas Maccabeur. II. MACCABEES. [APOCRYPpHh, 
when Jeremy came thither, he found an hollow | handling of every particular, and labouring to fol-. 
cave, wherein he laid the tabernacle, and the ark, | low the rules of an abridgment. 29 For as the 


and the altar of incenfe, and fo ſtopped the door. 
6, And ſome of thoſe that followed him came te 
mark the way, but they could not find it. 
Which when foremy perceived, he blamed them, 
ſaying, As for that place it ſhall be unknown un- 
til the time that God gather his people again 
together, and receive them unto mercy. 8 Then 
ſhall the Lord ſhew them theſe things, and the 
glory of the Lord ſhall appear, and the cloud 
d Exod. alſo, as it was ſhewed under Moſes, and * as 
er Kings when Solomon deſired that the place might be 
8.1%. honourably ſanctified. 9g It was allo declared, 
Ii Kines that he being wile * offered the ſacrifice of dedi- 
. 62, &. cation, and of the finiſhing of the temple. 10 
g Lev.g. And as when Moſes prayed unto. the Lord, the 
23» 2 fire came down from heaven, and conſumed the 
h2 Chun. ſacrifices : even ſo prayed Solomon allo, and 
the fire came down from heaven, and conſumed 
i Lev. 10. the burnt-offerings. 11 And Moles ſaid, Becauſe 
de. the ſin-offering was not to be eaten, it was con- 
ſumed. 12 So Solomon kept thoſe eight days. 
13 The ſame things alſo were reported in the 
writings and commentaries of Neemias; and how 
he founding a library gathered together the acts 
of the kings, and the prophets, and of David, and 
the epiſtles of the kings concerning the holy 


gifts. 14 In like manner alſo Judas gathered 
or, together all thoſe things that | were loſt by rea- 
— ſon of the war we had, and they remain with us. 


15 Wherefore if ye have need thereof, ſend ſome 
to fetch them unto you. 16 Whereas we then 
K ch. i. 18. are about to celebrate the purification, we have 
written unto you, and ye ſhall do well, if ye kee 


war, 


+ Gr. the ſame days. 17 + We hope allo, that the G 

th. that delivered all his people, and gave them all 
faxed all an heritage, and the kingdom. and the prieſt- 
ang en. hood, and the ſanctuary, 18 As he promiſed in 
pr ting the law, will ſhortly have mercy upon us, and 
and the Rather us together out of every land under hea- 
kinedom, ven into the holy place: for he hath delivered 


prieſthood, US out of great troubles, and hath purified the 
Gat, PRE 
» be e. 19 Now as concerning Judas Maccabeus, and 
made, his brethren, and the purification of the great 
for we hope temple, and the dedication of the altar, 20 And 
in Co at 
8 tor his ſon, 2t And" the manifeſt ſigns that 
Ayr eg came from heaven unto thoſe that behaved them- 
24. & 5.2, ſelves manfully to their honour for Judaiſm: fo 
* 1.3%. that, being but a few, they overcame the whole 
15-12: country, and chaſed barbarous multitudes, 22 
And recovered again the temple renowned all 
the world over, and freed the city, and upheld 
the laws which were going down, the Lord being 
gracious unto them with all favour : 23 Al theſe 
things, I ſay, being declared by Jaſon of Cyrene 
ru five books, we will aflay to abridge in one vo- 
lume. 24 For conſidering the infinite number, 
and the difficulty which they find that defire, to 
look into the narrations of the ſtory, for the 
variety of the matter, 25 We have been care- 
ful, that they that will read may have delight, 
and that they that are deſirous to commit to 
memory might have eaſe, and that all into 
whoſe hands it comes might have profit. 26 
Therefore to us, that have taken upon us this 
painful labour of abridging, it was not eaſy, but 
a matter of ſweat and watching; 27 Even as it 
is no caſe unto him. that prepareth a banquet, 
and ſceketh the benefit of others: yet || for the 
pleaſuring of many we will a LAN gladly this 
great pains; 28 Leaving to the author the exact 
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23.) was a rabbi, who lived 
the original of his work is 


ſon (fee ver. 


REFLECTIONS on Chap. Il.—Ja 


kn AL 1 


about ane hundred and fifty years before Cbriſt: 


the wars againſt Antiochus Epiphanes, and Eupa- 


' maſter-builder of a new houſe mult care for the 
whole building; but he that undertaketh to ſer it 
out, and paint it, mult ſeek out fit things for the 
rung thereof: even ſo I think it is with us. 30 
To ſtand upon every point, and go over things at 
large, and to be curious in particulars, belongeth 
to the firſt author of the ſtory : 31 But to uſe 
brevity, and avoid much labouring of the work 
is to be granted to him that will make an abridg. 
ment. 32 Here then will we begin the ſtory: 
poly adding thus much to that which hatlr been 
{aid, that it is a fooliſh thing to make a long pro- 
logue, and to be ſhort in the ſtory itſelf. 
CHAPTER III. 

Of the honour done 10 the temp'e by the Gentile princes, 

OW when the holy city 

all peace, and the laws were kept very well, 
becauſe of the godlineſs of Onias the high-prieſt, 
and his hatred of wickedneſs, 2 It came to paſs 
that even the kings themſelves did honour the 
place, and magnity the temple with their beſt 
gifts; 3 Inſomuch that Seleucus king of Aſia 
of his own revenues bare all the coſts belonging to 
the ſervice of the ſacrifices. 4 But one Simon of 
the tribe of Benjamin, who was made governor 
of the temple, fell out with the high-prielt about 
diſorder f in the city. 5 And when he could 10, 
not overcome Onias, he gat him to Apollonius — 
the fon of I hraſeas, who then was governor of = 
Celoſyria and Phenice, 6 And told him that the 
treaſury in Jeruſalem was full of infinite ſums of 
money, ſo that the multitude of their riches, 
which did not pertain to the account of the ſa- 


187. 


, | crifices, was innumerable, and that it was poſſible 


to bring all into the king's hand. 7 Now when 
Apollonius came to the king, and had ſhewed 
him of the money whereof he was told, the king 
choſe out Heliodorus his treaſurer, and ſent him 
with a commandment to bring him the foreſaid 
money. 8 So forthwith Heliodorus took his 
journey, under a colour of viſiting the cities of 
Celoſyria and Phenice, but indeed to fulfil the 
king's purpoſe, 9 And when he was come to 
Jeruſalem, and had been courteouſly receive ot 
the high-prieſt of the city, he told him what in- 
telligence was given of the money, and declared 
| wherefore he came, and aſked if theſe thin 
were ſo indeed. 10 Then the high-prielt 100 
him that there was ſuch money laid up for the 
relief of widows and fatherleſs children: 11 
And that ſome of it belonged to Hircanug ſon of 
Tobias, a man of great dignity, and not as that 
wicked Simon had miſinformed : the ſum where- 
of in all was four hundred talents of filver, and 
two hundred of gold: 12 And that it was alto- 
gether impoſſible that ſuch wrongs ſhould be 
done unto them, that had committed it to the 
holineſs of the place, and to the majeſty and in- 
violable ſanctity of the temple, honoured over 
all the world. 13 But Heliodorus, becauſe of 
the king's commandment given him, ſaid, That 
in any wiſe it muſt be brought into the king's 
treaſury. 14 So at the day which he appointed he 
entered in to order this matter : wherefore there 
was no {mall agony throughout the whole city. 
15 But the prielts proſtrating themſelves before 
the altar in their prieſts veſtments, called unto 
heaven upon him that * made a law concerning :. 
things given to be kept, that they ſhould ſafely 
be preſerved for ſuch as had committed them to 
| be kept. 16 Then whoſo had looked the high- 
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prieſt in the face, it would have wounded his 
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now loſt, which indeed is no great loſs to the public, unleſs it contained (one 
thing more authentic than what we find in this abridgment of it. end 
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Simon flanders Ouias. [117 


dente art: for his countenance and the changing of 
chr his colour declared the inward agony of his mind. 
—17 For the man was ſo compalſled with fear and 
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horror of the body, that it was manifeſt to them 
that looked upon him, what forrow he had now 
in his heart. 18 Others ran flocking out of their 
houles || to the general ſupplication, becauſe the 
place was like to come into contempt. 19 And 
the women, girt with ſackcloth under their 
breaſts, abounded in the ſtreets, and the virgins 
that were kept in ran, ſome to the gates, and 
{ome to the walls, and others looked out of the 
windows. 20 And all, holding their hands to- 
ward heaven, made ſupplication. 21 Then it 
would have pitied a man to ſee the falling down 
ot the multitude of all torts, and the 4 fear of 
the high-prieſt; being in ſuch an agony. 22 
hey then called upon the Almighty Lord to 
keep the things committed of truſt ſafe and 
{ure tor thoſe that had committed them. 23 
Nevertheleſs Heliodorus executed that which was 
decreed. 

24 Now as he was there preſent himſelf with 
his guard about the treaſury, the || Lord of ſpi— 


* rits, and the Prince cf all power, cauſed a great 


apparition, ſo that all that preſumed to come in 
with him were altoniſhed at the power of God, 
and fainted, and were fore afraid. 25 For there 
appeared unto them an horſe with a terrible 
rider upon him, and adorned with a very fair 
covering, and he ran fiercely, and ſmote at He- 
liodorus with his fore-feet, and it ſeemed that he 
that {at upon the horſe had complete harneſs of 
gold. 26 Moreover two other young men ap- 
eared before him, notable in ſtrength, excellent 
in beauty, and comely in apparel, who ſtood by 
him on either ſide, and ſcourged him continually, 
and gave him many ſore ſtripes. 27 And Helio- 
dorus fell ſuddenly unto the ground, and was 
compalled with great darkneſs: but they that 


were with him took him up, and put him into a 


litter. 26 'I ns him, that lately came with a 


great train and with all his guard into the ſaid 


trealury, they carried ont, being unable to help 
Himielt with his weapons: and manifeſtly they 
acknowledged the power of God: 
by the hand of God was calt down, and lay 
ipcechlets without all hope of life. 30 But they 
praiſed the Lord, that had miraculouſly honour- 
ed his own place: for the temple, which a little 
atore was full of fear and trouble, when the Al- 
mighty Lord appeared, was filled with joy and 
pladnels, 31 "Then ſtraightways certain of He- 
liodorus' friends prayed Onias, that he would call 
upon the Moſt High to grant him his life, who 
ay ready to give up the ghoſt. 32 So the high- 
prielt, {uſpecting leſt the king ſhould miſconceive 
that ſome treachery had been done to Heliodorus 
by the Jews, offered a ſacrifice for the health of 
the man. 33 Now as the high-prieſt was making 
am atonement, the ſame young men in the ſame 
clothing appeared and ſtood beſide Heliodorus, 
iaying, Give Onias the high-prielt great thanks, 
inlomuch as for his ſake the Lord hath granted 
thee life: 34 And ſeeing that thon halt been 


courged from heaven, declare unto all men the 


mighty power of God. And when they had 
ipoken theſe words, they appeared no more. 35 
do Heliodorus, after he had offered ſacrifices unto 
the Lord, and made great vows unto him that 
ad laved his life, and ſaluted Onias, returned 
with his hoſt to the king. 36 Then teſtified he 
to all men the works of the great God, which 
he had ſeen with his eyes. 37 And when the 


29 For he 
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king aſked Heliodorus, who might be a fit man Before 
to be {ent yet once again to Jerulalem, he faid, MEN 
38 If thou halt any enemy or traitor, ſend him 
thither, and thou ſhalt receive him well ſcourg— 
ed, if he eſcape with his life: for in that place, 
no doubt, there is an eſpecial power of God. 39 
Lor he that dwelleth in heaven hath his eye on 
that place, and detendeth it; and he beatetl. 
and deſtroyeth them that come to hurt it. 40 
And the things concerning Heliodorus, and the 
keeping of the treaſury, fell out on this ſort. 
CHAP. IV. | 
Simon Nandereth Onias, who goth to the king, Cc. | 
HIS Simon now, * of whom we ſpake alore, c 3+ 
having been a bewrayer of the money, and 
ot his country, ſlandered Onias, as if he had ter- 
rified Heliodorus, and been the worker of theſe 
evils. 2 Thus was he bold to call him a traitor, 
that had deſerved well of the city, and tendered 
his own nation, and was ſo zcalous of the laws. 
3 But when their hatred went ſo far, that b 
one of Simon's taction murders were commited, 
4 Onias ſeeing the danger of this contention, 
and that Apollonius, as being the governor of 
Celoſyria and Phenice, did rage, and increaſe 
Simon's malice, He went to the king, not to 
be an accuſer of his countrymen, but ſecking; 
the good of all, both public and private: 6 For 
he ſaw that it was impoſlible that the (tate ſhould 
continue quiet, and Simon leave his folly, unleſs 
the king did look thereunto. 7 But after the 155.0 
death of Selencus, when Antiochus, called Epi 
phanes, took the kingdom, Jaton the brother of 
Onias laboured underhand to be high-prielt, 8 
Promiſing unto the king by interceſſion three 
hundred and threeſcore talents of ſilver, and of 
another revenue eighty talents: 9 Belide this, 
he promiſed to aſſign an hundred and fifty more, 
if he might have licence to {ct him up“ a place? "Me 
for exerciſe, and for the training up of youth in 
the faſhions of the heathen, and to write them 
of Jeruſalem by the name of Antiochians, 10 
Which when the king bad granted, and he had 
gotten juto his hand the rule, he forthwith 
brought his own nation to the Greckiſh faſhion. 
11 And the royal privileges granted of ſpecial 
favour to the Jews by the means of © John the s Mee. 
father of Eupolemus, who went amballador to * 7 
Rome for amity and aid, he took away ; and 
putting down the goycrnments which were ac- 
cording. to the law, he brought up new cuſtoms 
againſt the law: 12 For he built gladly a place 
of exerciſe under the tower itſelf, and brought 
the chief young men under his ſubjection, and 
made them wear a hat. 13 Now ſuch was the 
height of Greek faſhions, and increaſe of hea- 
theniſh manners, through the exceeding profane- 
nels of Jaſon, that ungodly wretch, and no high- 
prieſt; 14 That the prieſts had no courage to 
ſerve any more at the altar, but deſpiſing the 
temple, and neglecting the ſacrifices, haſtened to 
be partakers of the unlawful allowance in the 
place of exerciſe, after the game of || Diſcus cal- on. 
led them forth; 15 Not ſetting by the honours He 


which was 


of their fathers, but liking the glory of the Gre. tone 
cians beſt of all, 16 By reaſon whereof {ore ca-wu ie 
lamity came upon them: for they had them ro =. 
be their enemies and avengers, whoſe cultom 

they followed ſo earneſtly, and unto whom they 
deſired to be like in all things. 17 For it is not 

a light thing to do wickedly againſt the laws of 

Ges: but the time following thall declare theſe 
things. 


18 Now when the game that was uſed every 74: 
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Cauley A 
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er. 24. The Lerd of ſpirits, and the Prince of all power, 


by wa great afparition, &c.] This, it muſt be conſeſſed, is ſomething 
V Woy 


yo but as the books of the Maccabees are not eiletmed any 


* 


11 


part of holy writ, we ſhall leave the proper defence of this and many 


objectionable paſſages to thoſe who have received theſe as . 
* 3 divine authority. |; 
n 4 


CAP. 


H. MACCABEES. [A POCRY PH. 


11 83 Onias jlain by Andronicus. 


Before fifth year was kept at 'I'yrus, the king being pre- 
get ſent, 19 This ungracious Jaſon ſent f ſpecial 
1 mellengers from Jeruſalem, who were Antio- 
were reli= Chians, to carry three hundred drachms of filver 
£4947 to the ſacrifice of Hercules, which even the bear- 


baſſadors. g | 
ers thereof thought fit not to beſtow upon the 


and modeſt behaviour of him that was dead, 38 Bk, 
And being kindled with anger, forthwith he CA 
took away Andronicus his purple, and rent off his 
clothes, and leading him through the whole city = A 
unto that very place, where he had committed ; 
impiety againſt Onias, there flew he the curſeq - 
ſacrifice, becauſe it was not convenient, but to murderer. 'Thus the Lord rewarded him his 
be reſerved for other charges. 20 This money | puniſhment, as he had delerved. 

then, in regard of the ſender, was appointed to | ic Now when many ſacrileges had been com- 


AA 


je 
of + 

Hercules ſacrifice ; but becauſe of the bearers | mitted in the city by Lyſimachus with the con. ; 

1 ſent of Menelaus, and the bruit thereof was 
rm abroad, the multitude gathered them- 
elves together againſt Lyſimachus, many veſlels 

of gold being already carried away. 40 \Vhere- 

upon the common people riſing, and beiug tilled 
with rage, Lyſimachus armed about three thou- 
ſand men, and began firſt to offer violence; one 

Auranus || being the leader, a man far gone in jo, 


years, and no lels in folly. 41 They then ſeeing 


thereof, it was employed to the making of gallies. 
775,55 21 Now when Apollonius the ſor: of Meneſtheus | 
Tor, a was ſent into Egypt for the || coronation of king 
thronizing. Plolemens Philometer, Antiochus, underſtanding 
him not to be well-affected to his affairs, pro- 

vided for his own ſafety : whereupon he came 

to Joppe, and from thence to feruſalem : 22 
Where he was honourably received of Jaſon, and 

of the city, and was brought in with torch-light, 


and with great ſhoutings: and ſo afterwarꝗ went 
with his hoſt unto Phenice. 23 Three years at- 
terward Jaſon ſent Menelaus, the aforeſaid Si- 
| mon's brother, to bear the money unto the king, 
and to put him in mind of certain neceſſary mat- 
ters. 24 But he being brought to the preſence 
of the king, when he had magnified him for the 
glorious appearance of his power, got the prielt- 
hood to himſelf, offering more than Jaſon by 
three hundred talents of ſilver. 25 So he came 
with the king's || mandate, bringing nothing 
worthy the high-prielthood, but having the fur 
of a cruel tyrant, and the rage of a ſavage bealt, 
26 Then Jaſon, who had undermined his own 
brother, being undermined by another, was com- 
pelled to flee into the country of the Ammonites. 
27 So Menelaus got the principality : but as for 
the money that he had promiſed unto the king, 
he took no good order for it, albeit Soſtratus 
the ruler of the caſtle required it: 28 For unto 
him appertained the ey of the cuſtoms, 
Wherefore they were both called before the 
king. 29 Now Menelaus left his brother Lyſi- 
machus in his ſtead in the prieſthood ; and Soſtra- 
tus Vt Crates, who was governor of the Cy- 
prians. 30 While thoſe things were in doing, 
they of Larſus and Mallos made inſurrection, 
becauſe they were given to the king's concubine, 
called Antiochis. 31 'Then came the king in all 
haſte to appeaſe matters, leaving Andronicus, a 
man in authority, for his deputy. 32 Now Me- 
nelaus, ſuppoting that he had gotten a convenient. 
time, ſtole certain veſſels of gold out of the tem- 
ple, and gave ſome of them to Andronichus, and 
ſome he ſold into 'I'yrus and the cities round a- 
bout. 23 Which when Onias knew of a ſurety, he 
reproved him, and withdrew himſelf into a ſanc- 
tuary at Daphne, that lieth by Antiochia. 34 
Wherefore Menelaus, taking Andronicus apart, 
as top him to get Onias into his hands; who 
ing perſuaded thereunto, and coming to Onias 
in deceit, gave him his right-hand with oaths ; 
and though he were ſuſpected by im, yet per- 
ſuaded he him to come forth of the ſanctuary ; 
whom forthwith he ſhut up without regard of 
juſtice. 35 For the which cauſe not only the 
ews, but many alſo of other nations, took great 
indignation, and were mnch prieved for the un- 
juſt murder of the man. 36 And when the king 
was come again from the places about Cilicia, 
the Jews that were in the city, and certain of 
the Greeks that abhorred the fact allo, complain- 
ed becauſe Onias was {lain without cauſe. 37 
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Therefore Antiochus was heartily ſorry, and 


moved to pity, and wept, becauſe of the ſober 


the attempt of Lyſimachus, ſome of them caught 
(tones, ſome clubs, others taking handfuls of dult, 
that was next in hand, caſt them all together up- 
on Lyſimachus, and thoſe that ſet upon them. 
42 Thus many of them they wounded, and 
ſome they ſtruck to the ground, and all of ther 
they forced to flee : but as for the church-robber 
himſelf, him they killed beſide the treaſury. 43 
Of theſe matters therefore there was an accu- 
lation laid againſt Menelaus. 44 Now when the 
king came to I'yrus, three men that were ſent 
from the ſenate pleaded the cauſe before him : 
45 But Menclaus, being now convicted, pro- 


miſled © Ptolemee the /oz of Dorymenes to give 4 u«. 


him much money, if he would pacify the kings“. 
toward him. 46 Whereupon Ptolemee taking 
the king aſide into a certain gallery, as it were 
to take the air, brought him to be of another 
mind: 47 Inſomuch that he diſcharged Mene- 
laus from the accuſations, who notwithſtanding 
was cauſe of all the miſchief: and thoſe poor 
men, who, if they had told their cauſe, yea, be- 
fore the Scythians, ſhould have been judged in- 
nocent, them he condemned to death. 48 Thus 
they that followed the matter for the city, and 
for the people, and tor the holy veſlels, did. ſoon 
ſuffer unjuſt puniſhment. 49 Wherefore even 
they of Tyrus, moved with hatred of that wick- 
ed deed, cauſed them to be honaurably buried. 
0 And ſo through the covetouſneſs of them 
that were of power Menelaus remained {till in 
authority, increaſing in malice, and being a great 
traitor to the citizens, 
CRAP IE RV. 
The ſigns and tokens ſeen at feruſalem, Ort. 
BOUT the ſame time Antiochus 
his ſecond voyage into EW 
it happened, that through all the city, for the 
{pace almoſt of forty days, there were ſeen horſe- 
men running in the air, in cloth of gold, and 
armed with lances, like a band of ſoldiers, 3 
And troops of horſemen in array, encountering 
and running one againſt another, with ſhaking of 
ſhields, —1 
ſwords, and caſting of darts, and glittering of 
olden ornaments, and harneſs of all forts. 4 
Vherefore every man prayed that that mp 
tion might turn to good. 5 Now when there 
was gone forth a falſe rumour, as though Anti- 
ochus had been dead, Jaſon took at the lealt a 
thouſand men, and ſuddenly made an aflault upon 
the city ; and they that were upon the walls be- 
ing put back, and the city at length taken, Me- 
nelaus fled into the caſtle: 6 But Jaſon flew 
his own citizens without mercy, not conſidering 


— 
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repared 7 
nd then 


multirude of || pikes, and drawing of o., 


— CC 2 the 8 


0 Har. V. Ver. 2. Horſemen running in the air, &c.] Though it myſt be 
owned, that too great credulity in ſome hiſtorians may have multiplied theſe 
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Pr odigies, yet we muſt not thence imagine that there never were any (i 
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Great diſtreſs of the fews. [119 


Before that to get the day of them of his own nation 
_ would be a moſt unhappy day for him; but 
— thinking they had been /i enemies, and not his 
countrymen, whom he conquered. 7 Howbeit 
for all this he obtained not the principality, but 
at the laſt received ſhame for the reward of his 
treaſon, and fled again into the country of the 
Ammonites. 8 In the end therefore he had an 
o, unhappy return, being f accuſed before Aretas 
e the king of the Arabians, fleeing from city to city, 
urſued of all men, hated as a forſaker of the 
ws and being had in abomination as an open 
on enemy || of his country and countrymen, he was 
ai» caſt out into Egypt. 9 Thus he that had driven 
many out of their country periſhed in a ſtrange 
land, retiring to the Lacedemonians, and think- 
ing here to find ſuecour by reaſon of his kindred : 
10 And he that had caſt out many unburied had 
none to mourn for him, nor any ſolemu funerals 
at all, nor ſepulchre with his fathers. 11 Now 
when this that was done came to the king's car, 
he thought that Judea had revolted : whereupon 
„Me., removing out of Egypt in a furious mind, he 
.1&. took the city by force of arms, 12 And com- 
manded his men of war not to {pare ſuch as they 
met, and to ſlay ſuch as went up upon the houſes, 
13 Thus there was killing of young and old, 
making away of men, women, and children, ilay- 
ing of virgins and intants. 14. And there were 
deſtroyed within the ſpace of three whole days 
fourſcore thouſand, whereof forty thouſand were 
{lain in the conflict; and no fewer fold than {lain. 
15 Yet was he not content with this, but pre- 
ſumed to go into the molt holy temple of all the 
world ; Menelaus, that traitor to the laws, aiid 
to his own country, being his guide: 16 And 
taking the holy veſſels with polluted hands, and 
with profane hands pulling down the things that 
were dedicated by other kings to the augmenta- 
tion and glory aud honour of the place, he gave 

them away. 

17 And fo haughty was Antiochus in mind, 
that he conſidered not that the Lord was 2;yry 
for a while for the ſins of them thar dwelt in the 
city, and therefore ius eye was not upon the 
place. 18 ror had they not been formerly wrap- 
ped in many fins, this man, as ſoon as he had 
come, had forthwith been ſcourged, and put 


bob. 3 back from his preſumption, * as Heliodorus was, 
B<, 3 . 


people for the place's ſake, but the place for the 
people's fake. 20 And therefore the place itlelf, 

that was partaker with them of the adverſity 

that happened to the nation, did afterward com- 
municate in the benefits {ent from the Lord: aud 

as it was forſaken in the wrath of the Almiglity, 

ſo again, the great Lord being reconciled, it was 

ſet up with all glory. 21 So when Antiochus 

had carried out of the temple a thouſand and 
eight hundred talents, he departed in all haſte 

unto Antiochia, weening in his pride to make 

the land navigable, and the ſea paſſable by foot: 
ſuch was the haughtineſs of his mind. 22 And 
a R to vex the nation: at Jeru-. 
lalem, Philip, for his country a Phrygian, aud 

for manners more barbarous than he that ſet 
him there; 23 And at Garizim, Andronicus; 
and beſides, Menelaus, who worſe than all the 

reſt bare an heavy hand over the citizens, having 

AT. . malicious mind againſt his countrymen the 
„ Jews. 24 He ſent alſo that deteſtable ring: 
eader Apollonias with an army of two and 
twenty W commanding him to {lay all 


| 


15 
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wiiom Seleucus the kin {ſent to view the trea- 
ſury. 19 Nevertheleſs God did not choole the 


thoſe that were in their beſt age, and to ſell the Before 
women and the younger fort: 25 Who coming 68. 
to Jeruſalem, and pretending peace, did forbear 
till the holy day of the ſabbath, when taking the 
Jews keeping holy-day, he commanded his men 
to arm themſelves. 26 And fo he flew all them 
that were gone to the celebrating, of the ſabbath, 
and running through the city m_—_— ons flew 
great multitudes. 27 But Judas. Maccabeus 
with f nine others, or thereabout, * withdrew *? 7 
himſelf into the wildernels, and lived in the 7: rents. 
mountains after the manner of beats, with his“ Mat. fo 
company, who fed on herbs continually, leſt they tleb.u1, 
ſhould be partakers of the pollution. * 
CHAPTER VI. 
The Fews are required 1% forſake the law, Orc. 
OT long after this the king lent an old man 
of || Athens to compel the Jews to depart Ae 

from the laws of their fathers, and not to live shi. 
alter the laws of God: 2 And to pollute allo wn. 
the temple in Jeruſalem, and to call it the tem- 
ple of Jupiter Olympius; and that in Garizim, 
of Jupiter the Defender of {trangers, || as they Out of | 
did deſire that dwelt in the place. 3 Ihe coming Lan. 5. 
in of this miſchief was ſore and grievous to the 2, 
people: 4 For the temple was filled with riot 
and revelling by the Gentiles, who dallied with 
harlots, and had to do with women within the 
circuit of the holy places, and beſides that brought 
in things that were not lawful. 5 The TR 
alto was filled with profane things, which the law 
torbiddeth. 6 Neither was it lawful for a man 
to keep fabbath-days or ancient feaſts, or to pro- 
fels himtelf at all to be a Jew. 7 And in the 
day of the king's birth every month they were 
brought by bitter conſtraint to eat of the ſacri- 
tices z and when the fealt of Bacchus was kept, 
the Jews were compelled to go in proceſſion to 
Bacchus, carrying ivy. 8 Moreover there went 
out a decree to the neighbour cities of the hea- 
then 4, by the ſuggcition ot Ptolemee, againſt * 
the Is, that they ſhould obſerve the fame 
Faſhions, and be partakers of their ſacrifices: 9 
And whoſo would not conform themſelves to the 
manners of the Gentiles ſhould be put to death. 
'Then might a man have ſeen the preſent miſery. 


| io For there were two women brought, who br nt. 


had circumciſed their children; whom, when "© 
they had openly led round about the city, the 
babes hanging at their breaſts, they caſt them 
down hong trom the wall. 11 And others, 
that had run together into caves near by, to kee 

the ſabbath-day ſecretly, being diſcovered to Phi- 
lip, were all burnt together, becaule they made 
a conſcience to keep themlelves for the honour * 
of the moſt ſacred day. 12 Now Ibeſeech thoſe 
that read this book, that they be not diſcouraged 
for theſe calamities, but that they judge thoſe 
puniſhments not to be for deſtruction, but for a 
chaſtening of our nation. 13 For it is a token of his 
great goodneſs, when wicked doers are not ſuf- 
fered any long time, but forthwith puniſhed. 14 
For not as with other nations, whom the Lord 
patiently torbeareth to puniſh, till they be come 
to the fulneſs of their ſins, ſo dealeth he with us, 
15 Leſt that, being come to the height of ſin, 


| atterwards he ſhould take vengeance of us. 16 


And therefore he never withdraweth his mercy 
from us : and though he puniſh with adverlity, 
yet doth he never forſake his people. 17 But let 
this that we have ſpoken be for a warning unto 
us. And now will we come to the declaring o 
the matter in few words. ; 


18 Eleazar, one of the principal ſcribes, an 
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Rr rc rioNð on Chap. V. 


— 1 , by a fine mode of expreſſion 
(ver, 18.) faid te have bee ie Jews are, by p 


wrapped up in their fins ; which inplies, that fo his darling attribute, was with-held from them, 


the whole of their conduct was ſo abominable in the ſight of God has 
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LAPOCRTH. 


Before aged man, and of a well-favoured countenance, 


was conſtrained to open his mouth, and to eat 
ſwine's fleſh. 19 But he, chooſing rather to die 
gloriouſly, than to live ſtained with ſuch an abo- 
mination, ſpit it forth, and came of his own ac- 
cord to the torment, 20 As it behoved them 
to come, that are reſolute to ſtand out againſt 
ſuch things, as are not lawful for love of lite to 


be taſted. 21 But they that had the charge of 


that wicked feaſt, tor the old acquaintance they 
had with the man, taking him aſide, beſought 
him to bring fleſh of his own proviſion, ſuch as 
was lawful for him to uſe, and make as if he did 
eat of the fleſh taken from the ſacrifice command- 
ed by the king; 22 That in ſo doing he might 
be delivered from death, and for the old friend- 
ſhip with them find favour. 23 But he began 
to conſider diſcreetly, and as became his age, and 


the excellency of his ancient years, and the ho- 


nour of his gray head, whereunto he was come, 
and his moſt honeſt education from a child, or 


rather the holy law made and given by God: 


therefore he anſwered - accordingly, and willed 
them ſtraightways to fend him to the grave. 24 
For it becometh not our age, /aid he, in any wiſe 
to diſſemble, whereby . young perſons might 
think that Eleazar, being fourſcore years old and 
ten, were now gone to a f ſtrange religion: 25 
And fo they through mine hypocriſy, and deſire 
to live a little time and a moment longer, ſhould 
be deceived by me, and I get a (tain to mine old 
age, and make it abominable. 26 For though 
for the preſent time I ſhould be delivered from 
the puniſhment of men : yet ſhould I not eſcape 
the hand of the Almighty, neither alive, nor 
dead. 27 Wherefore now, manfully changing 
this life, I will ſhew myſelf ſuch an one as mine 
age requireth, 28 And leave a notable example 
to ſuch as be young to die phary and courage- 
ouſly for the honourable and holy laws. And 
when he had ſaid theſe words, immediately he 


went to the torment: 29 They that led him 
changing the good-will they bare him a little 


before into hatred, becauſe the foreſaid ſpeeches 
proceeded, as they thought, from f a deſperate 


mind. 30 But when he was ready to die with 


{tripes, he groaned, and faid, It is manifeſt unto 
the Lord, that hath the holy knowledge, that 
whereas I might have been delivered from death, 
I zow endure lore pains in body by being beaten : 
but in ſoul am well content to ſuffer theſe things, 
becauſe I fear him. 31 And thus this man died, 
leaving his death for an example of a noble cou- 
rage, and a memorial of virtue, not only unto 
young men, but unto all his nation. 

CRAP TER VI. 

The corfſtancy and cruel death of ſeven brethren, Or. 


'F came to pau allo, that ſeven brethren with 
] 


their mother were taken, and compelled by 
the king againſt the law to taſte {wine's fleſh, and 
were tormented with ſcourges and whips. 2 But 
one of them that ſpake firſt ſaid thus, What 
wouldeſt thou alk or learn of us? we are ready 


to die, rather than to tranſgreſs the laws of our 


fathers. .3 Ihen the king, being in a rage, com- 
manded pans and caldrons to be made hot: 4 
Which forthwith being heated, he commanded 
to cut out the tongue of lim that ſpake firſt, and 
to cut off the utmoſt parts of his body, the reſt 
of his brethren and his mother looking on. 5 
Now when he was thus maimed in all his mem- 
bers, he commanded him being yet alive to be 


brought to the fire, and to be tried in the pan : 


and as the vapour of the pan was for a good ſpace 
diſperſed, they exhorted one another with the 


mother to die manfully, ſaying thus, 6 "The Bets: 
Lord God looketh upon us, and in truth hath As 
comfort in us, as Moſes in his fong, which wit- © 
nefſed to their faces, declared, ſaying, And hie. 


ſhall be comforted in his ſervants. 7 So when 
the firſt was dead after this manner, they brought 
the ſecond to make him a mocking-{tock : and 
when they had pulled off the {kin of his head 
with the hair, they aſked him, Wilt thou cat, 
before thou be puniſhed, throughout every mem 
ber of thy body? 8 But he anſwered in his own 
language, and faid, No. Wherefore he alſo rc. 
ceived the next torment in order, as the foriner 
did. And when he was at the laſt gaſp, he 
ſaid, hou like a fury takeſt us out of this pre- 
lent life, but the King of the world ſhall raiſe 
us up, who have died for his laws, unto everlaſ(t- 
ing life. 10 After him was the third made a 
mocking-ſtock : and when he was required, he 
— out his tongue, and that right ſoon, holding 
orth his hands manfully, 11 Aud ſaid courage- 
oully, 'Theſe I had from heaven; and for his 
laws I deſpiſe them; and from him I hope to re- 
ceive them again. 12 Inſomuch that the king, 
and they that were with him, marvelled at the 
young, man's courage, for that he nothing re- 
garded the pains. 13 Now when this man was 
dead alſo; they tormented and mangled the fourth 
in like manner. 14 So when he was ready to die 
he ſaid thus, It is good, being put to death by 
men, to look for hope from God to be raiſed up 
again by him : as for thee, thou ſhalt have no 
reſurrection to life. 15 Afterward they brought 
the fifth alſo, and mangled him. 16 'Then looked 
he unto the king, and ſaid, Thou haſt power 


over men, thou art corruptible, thou doeſt what. 


thou wilt ; yet think not that our nation is for- 
ſaken of God; 17 But abide awhile, and behold 
his great power, how he will torment thee and 
thy ſeed. 18 After him alſo they brought the 
ſixth, who being ready to die ſaid, Be not de- 
ceived without cauſe : for we ſufter theſe things 
for ourſelves, having ſinned againſt our God : 
therefore marvellous things are done wo vs. 19 
But think not thou, that takeſt in hand to ſtrive 
againſt God, that thou ſhalt eſcape unpuniſhed. 
20 But the mother was marvellous above all, 
and worthy of honourable memory : for when 
ſhe ſaw her ſeven ſons flain within the {pace 
of one day, ſhe bare it with a good courage, be- 
cauſe of the hope that ſhe had in the Lord. 21 
Yea, ſhe exhorted every one of them in her own 


language, filled with courageous ſpirits; and 
ſtirring up ber womaniſh thoughts with a manly 


{tomach, ſhe ſaid unto them, 22 I cannot tel! 
how ye came into my womb ; for I neither gave 
you breath nor life, neither was it I that formed 
the members of every one of you; 23 But 
doubtleſs the Creator of the world, who forined 


the generation of mat, and found out the be- 


ginning of all things, will alſo of his own mercy 
give you breath and life again, as ye now regard 
not your own ſelves for his law's fake. 24 Now 
Antiochus, thinking himſelf deſpiſed, and ſuſ- 
pecting it to be a reproachful ſpeech, whilſt the 
oungeſt was yet alive, did not only exhort him 
words, but alto aſſured him with oaths, that 
he would make him both a rich and a happy 
man, if he would turn them from the laws of 


his fathers ; and that alſo he would take him for 


his friend, and truſt him with affairs. 25 But 
when the young man would in no caſe hearken 
unto him, the king called his mother, and ex 


horted her that ſhe would counſel the young 
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Before horted her with many words, ſhe promiſed him 
chf that ſhe would counſel her fon. 27 But ſhe bow- 


167- 


ing berlelt toward him, laughing the cruel ty- 


Rom. 4- 
N. 


raut to ſcorn, ſpake in her country. language on 
this manner; O my ſon, have pity upon mè that 
bare thee nine months in my womb, and gave 
thee ſuck three years, and nouriſhed thee, and 
brought thee up unto this age, and endured the 
troubles of education. 28 J beſeech thee, my 
ſon, look upon the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is therein, and conſider that * God made 
them of things that were not ; and ſo was man- 
kind made likewiſe. 29 Fear not this tormentor, 
but, being worthy of thy brethren, take thy 
death, that I may receive thee again in mercy 
with o brethren, 

30 Whiles ſhe was yet ſpeaking theſe words, 
the young man ſaid, Whom wait ye for? I will 
not obey the king's commandment : but I will 
obey the commandment af the law that was 
given unto our fathers by Moſes. 31 And thou, 
that haſt been the author of all miſchief againſt 
the Hebrews, ſhalt not efcape the hands of God. 
32 For we ſuffer becauſe of our ſins, 33 And 


- though the living Lord be angry with us a little 


he be at one again with his ſervants. 


while for our chaſtening and correctian, yet ſhall 
34 But 
thou, O godleſs man, and of all other moſt 
wicked, be not lifted up without a cauſe, nor 

uffed up with uncertain hopes, — up thy 
hand againſt the ſervants of God: 35 For thou 
haſt not yet eſcaped the judgment of Almighty 
God, who feeth all things. 36 For ourbrethren, 
who now have ſuffered a ſhort pain, are dead under 
God's covenant of everlaſting life: but thou, 
through the judgment of God, ſhalt receive juſt 
puniſhinent for thy pride, 37 But I, as my 
brethren, offer up my body and life for the laws 


modious places, and overcame and put to flight Before 


no {mall number of his enemies. 7 But ſpecially _ 
took he advantage of the night for fuch privyÿ 


attempts, inſomuch that the bruit of his manl1- 
neſs was ſpread everywhere. 8 So when Philip 
law that this man increaſed by little and little, 
and that things proſpered with him ſtill more and 
more, he wrote unto Ptolemeus, the governor 
of Celoſyria and Phenice, to yield more aid to 
the king's affairs. 
Nicanor the / of Patroclus, one of his ſpeci 

triends, he fent him with no fewer than twenty 
thouſand of all nations under him, to root out 
the whole generation of the Jews; and with 
him he joined alſo Gorgias a captain, who in 
matters of war had great experience. 10 So Ni- 
canor undertook to make ſo much money of the 


captive * Jews, as ſhould defray the tribute of; 1 Mac 
two thouſand talents, which the king was to pay ve. 5. 
11 Wherefore immediately he 3+ 


to the Romans. 


lent to the cities upon the ſea-coalt, proclaiming 
a ſale of the captive Jews, and promiſing that 
they ſhould have fourſcore and ten bodies for one 
talent, not expecting the vengeance that was to 
follow upon him from the Almighty God. 12 
Now when word was brought unto Judas of Ni- 


canor's coming, and he had imparted unto thoſe 


that were with him that the arniy was at hand, 


9 Then forthwith 1 
a 


13 * They that were fearful, and diſtruſted the b Mae. 


jultice of God, fled, and conveyed themſelves away, * ** 


14 Others ſold all that they had left, and withal 
belought the Lord to deliver them, being fold by 
the wicked Nicanor before they met together: 
15 And if not for their own fakes, yet for the 


covenants he had made with their fathers, and 


tor his holy and 8 name's ſake, by which 
they were called. 16 So Maccabeus called his 
men together, unto the number of ſix thouſand, 


„ 


of our fathers, beſeeching God that he would 
ſpeedily be merciful unto our nation; and that 
thou © by torments and plagues mayeſt confels, 
that he alone is God; 38 And that in me and 
my brethren the wrath of the Almighty, which 
is juitly brought upon all our nation, may ceaſe. 
39 Then the king, being in a rage, handled him 
worſe than all the reſt, and took it grievouſly 
that he was mocked, 40 So this man died un- 
dcftiled, and put his whole truſt in the Lord. 41 
Laſt of all after the ſons the mother died. 42 
Let this be enough now to have ſpoken con- 


cerning the idolatrous fealts, and the extreme 
tortures, 


and exhorted them not to be {ſtricken with ter- | 

ror of the enemy, nor to fear the great multi- 1 

tude of the heathen, who came wrongfully againſt 

them ; but to fight manfully, 17 And to ſet 

before their eyes the injury that they had unjuſtly 

done to the holy place, and the cruel handling 

of the city, whereof they made a mockery, an 

alſo the taking away of the government of their 

forefathers: 18 For they, ſaid he, truſt in their 

weapons and boldneſs; but our confidence is in 

the Almighty God, who at a beck can caſt down 

both them that come againſt us, and alſo all the 

world, 19 Moreover he recounted unto them 

what helps their forefathers had found, and © how 9 Ne. 
CHAPTER VIII. they were delivered, when under Sennacherib . 15. 24- 

Judas gathereth an army: his 3 attempts, Oc. an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand t periſhed. ?2 = 


HEN * Maccabeus, and they that were | 20 And he told them of the battle that they had If. 37. 36. 
with him, went privily into the towns, and 


in Babylon with the Galatians, how they came 1j“ 
called their kinsfolks together, and took unto but eight thouſand in all to the buſineſs, with Ecclu.48, 
them all ſuch as continued in the Jews' religion, 


four thouſand Macedonians, and that the Mace- * 
and aſſembled about ſix thouſand men. 2 And | donians being perplexed, the eight thoufand de- 
they called upon the Lord, that he would look | ſtroyed an hundred and twenty thouſand becauſe 
upon the people that was trodden down of all ; 


of the help that they had from heaven, and ſo 
andalſo pity the temple profaned of ungodly men; 


received a great booty. 
3 And that he would have compaſſion upon the | 21 Thus when he had made them bold with 
City, ſore defaced, and ready to be made even 


theſe words, and ready to die for the laws and 
with the ground; and hear the blood that cried j the country, he divided his army into four parts; 
unto him, 4 And remember the wicked flaugh- 22 And joined with himſelf his own brethren, 
ter of harmleſs infants, and the blaſphemies com-] leaders of each band, 0 wit, Simon, and Joſeph, 
mitted againſt his name; and that he would ſhew Þ and Jonathan, giving each one fifteen hundred 
his hatred againſt the wicked. 5 Now when 


men. 23 Alſo he appoiated Eleazar to read the 
Maccabeus had his company about him, he could holy book : and when he had given them this 


not be withſtood by the heathen : for the wrath | watch-word, The help of God; himſelf leading 
of the Lord was turned into mercy. 6 'There- | the firſt band, he joined battle with Nicanor, 
fore he came at unawares, and burnt up towns | 24 And by the help of the Almighty they flew 
and cities, and got into his hands the molt com- | above nine thouſand of their enemies, and wounded 
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excruciating pains on his death - bed, as convinc | 3 — 
were the fignal tokens of divine v engeance. ed all Y inders that they 
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ſo put all to flight; 25 And took their money 
that came to buy them, and purſued them far: 


11,34 but lacking time they returned: 26 For it was 


That is, 
the 


enemies) 


armour. 


Or, : 
wed 
with 


test ure. 


) Or, 
famed. 


d ver. 25» 


ever. 19, 


164. 


n 


diſorderly. 


a 1 Mac. 
b. 1, &&. went about to rob the temple, and to hold the 


the Lord Almighty, the God of Iſrael, ſmote 


—— 


the day before the ſabbath, and therefore they 
would no longer purſue them. 27 So when they 
had gathered | their armour together, — | 
their enemies, they occupied themſelves” about 
the ſabbath, yielding exceeding praiſe and thanks 
to the Lord, who had preſerved them unto that 
day, which was the beginning of mercy diſtilling 
upon them. 28 And after the ſabbath, when 
they had given part of the ſpoils to the || maimed, 
md the widows, and orphans, the reſidue they 
divided among themſelves and their ſervants. 
29 When this was done, and they had made a 
common ſupplication, they beſought the merci- 
ful Lord to be reconciled with his ſervants for 
ever. 30 Moreover of thoſe that were with 
Timotheus and Bacchides, who fought againſt 
them, they flew above twenty thouſand, and very 
eaſily got high and ſtrong holds, and divided 
among themſelves many ſpoils more, and made 
the || maimed, orphans, widows, yea, and the 
aged alſo, equal in ſpoils with themſelves. 31 
And when they had gathered their armour to- 
gether, they laid them up all carefully in con- 
venient places, and the remnant of the ſpoils they 
brought to Jeruſalem. 32 They flew alſo Phi. 
larches, that wicked perſon, who was with Li- 
motheus, and had annoyed the Jews many ways. 

3 Furthermore at ſuch time as they kept the 
feaſt for the victory in their country they burnt 
Calliſthenes, that had ſet fire upon the holy gates, 
who had fled into a little houſe; and ſo he received 
a reward meet for his wickedneſs. 34 As for 
that molt ungracious Nicanor, who had brought 
a thouſand merchants * to buy the Jews, 35 He 
was through the help of the Lord brought down 
by them, of whom he made lealt account; and 
DUtting, off his glorious N and diſcharging 
fis company, he came like a fugitive-ſervant 
through the midland unto Antioch, having ates 
great diſhonour, for that his hoſt was deſtroyed. 
36 Thus he, that © took upon him to make good 


to the Romans their tribute by means of the cap- 


tives in Jeruſalem, told abroad, that the Jews 
had God to hght for them, and therefore they 
could not be hurt, becauſe they followed the laws 
that he gave them. 
CHAF TER N. 
Antiochas is chaſed from thy + ne Or. 

BOUT that time came Antiochus with 

diſhonour * out of the countr 
For he had entered the city called Perſepolis, and 


city; whereupon the multitude running to defend 
themſelves with their weapons put them to flight; 
and ſo it happened, that Antiochus being put to 
flight of the inhabitants returned with ſhame; 
3 Now when he came to Ecbatane, news was 
brought him what had happened unto Nicanor 
and Timotheus. 4 Then {ſwelling with anger, 
he thought to avenge upon the 1 the dif; 

race done unto him by thoſe that made him 


ee. "Therefore commanded he his chariot- man 


to drive without ceaſing, and to diſpatch the 
journey, the judgment of God now following 
im. For he had ſpoken proudly in this ſort, 
That he would come to Jeruſalem, and make it 


a common burying-place of the Jews. 5 But 
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of Perſia. 2 


the bowels that was remedileſs came upon him 
and fore torments of the inner parts; 
that moſt juſtly : for he had tormented other 
men's bowels with many and ſtrange torments 

7 Howbeit he nothing at all ceaſed from his 
bragging, but {till was filled with pride, breathing 
out fire in his rage againſt the Jews, and command. 
ing to haſte the journey: but it came to paſs that 
he fell down from his chariot, carried violently : ſo 
that having a ſore fall, all the members of his bo- 
dy were much pained. 8 And thus he that alittle 
atorethought he might command the waves of the 
lea (fo proud was he beyond the condition of 
man), and weigh the high mountains in a balance 

was now caſt on the ground, and carried in an 
horſe-litter, ſhewing forth unto all the manife(} 
power of God. 9 


he lived in ſorrow and pain, his fleſh fell away, 


afore he could reach to the ſtars of heaven, no 
man could endure to carry for his intolerable 
ſtink. 11 Here therefore, being plagued, he be- 
gan to leave off his great pride, and to come to 
the knowledge of himſelf by the ſcourge of God 
his pain increaſing every moment. 12 And when 
he himſelf could not abide his own ſmell, he ſaid 
theſe words, It is meet to be ſubject unto God, 
and that a man that is mortal ſhould not proudly 
think of himſelf, as if he were God, 13 This 
wicked perſon vowed alſo unto the Lord, who 
now no more would have mercy upon him, ſay- 
ing thus, 14 That the holy city (to the which 
he was going in haſte, to lay it even with the 
ound, and to make it a common burying-place), 
e would ſet at liberty: 15 And as touching the 
Jews, whom he had judged not worthy ſo much 
as to be buried, but to be calt out with their chil- 
dren to be devoured of the fowls and wild beaſts, 
he wonld make them all equals to the citizens of 
|| Athens : 


goodly gifts, and reſtore all the holy veſſels with 
the charges belonging to the ſacrifices : 17 Yea, 


and go through all the world that was inhabited, 


and declare the power of God, 


18 But for all this his pains would not ceaſe : 
for the juſt judgment of God was come upon him: 
therefore deſpairing of his health, he wrote unto 
the Jews the letters under-written, containing, 
the form of a ſupplication, after this manner: 
19 Antiochus, king and governor, to the good 
Jews his citizens wiſheth much joy, health, and 
e 20 If ye and your children fare 
well, and your affairs be to your contentment, 
give very great thanks to God, having my hope 
in heaven. 21 As for me, 1 was weak, or elle I 
would have remembered kindly Four honour 
and good-will, Returning out of Perſia, and 
being taken with a grievous diſeaſe, I thought it 
neceſſary to care for the common ſafety of all: 
22 Not diſtruſting mine health, but having great 
hope to eſcape this ſickneſs, 23 But conſidering 
that even my father, at what time he led an army 
into the high-countries, appointed a ſucceſſor, 
24 To the end that, if any thing fell out contrary 


to expectation, or if any tidings were brought 


n 


him with an incurable and inviſible plague: Ref 
as ſoon as he had ſpoken theſe words. * bein or ce 


4 
9b 1 Mac. 6. 


6 And 8, 9, 13. 


o that the worms roſe up 4% m, 
out of the body of this wicked man, and whiles ** 


and the filthineſs of his || ſmell was noiſome to all to- 
his army. 10 And the man, that thought a little 


16 And the holy temple, which be- o, 
tore he had ſpoiled, he would garniſh with = 


many more, and“ out of his own revenue defray a 5: tra 


b. 0. 
1 Mac. 10. 


and that alſo he would become a Jew himſelf, z 4. 


1 


encouragers. 
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in itſelf, that it will ſooner or later bring down the wrath of God on 4 B 
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to whom || the ſtate was left, might not be trou- 
bled: 25 Again, conſidering how that the 
princes that are borderers and neighbours unto 
my kingdom wait for opportunities, and expect 
what ſhall be the event, I have appointed my fon 
Antiochus king, whom J often committed and 
commended unto many of you, when 1 went up 
into the high provinces ; to whom 1 have writ- 
ten as followeth: 26 Therefore I pray and re- 
5 you to remember the benefits that I have 

one unto you generally, and in ſpecial, and that 
every man will be. {till faithful to me and my lon. 
27 For I am perſuaded that he || underſtanding 
my mind will favourably and graciouſly yield to 
your deſires. 28 Thus the murderer and blaſ- 
phemer having ſuffered molt grievouſly, as he 
entreated other men, ſo died he a miſerable 
death in a ſtrange country in the mountaius. 
29 And Philip, that was brought up with him, 
carried away his body, who allo tearing, the {on 
of Antiochus went into Egypt to Ptoletaeus Phi- 


lometer. 
CHAPTER X. 
Judas recovereth the city, aud purifieth the temple, Oc. 
OV Maccabeus and his company, the Lord 
guiding them, recovered the temple and 
the city: 2 But the altars which the heathen 
had built in the opgn ſtrect, and alſo the chapels, 
they pulled down. 3 And having cleanted the 
temple * they made another altar, and ſtriking 
ſtones they took fire out of them, and offered a 
{ſacrifice after two years, and ſet forth incenſe, 
and lights, and ſhew-bread. 4 When that was 
done, they fell flat down, and beſought the Lord 
that they might come no more into ſuch trou- 
bles; but if they ſinned any more againſt him, 
that he himſelf would chaſten them with mercy, 
and that tliey might not be delivered unto the 
blaſpliemous and barbarous nations. 5 NOW up- 
on the fame day that the ſtrangers profaned the 
temple, on the very fame day it was cleanſed 
again, even the five and twentieth day of the 
{lame month, which is T Caſleu. 6 And they 
kept eight days with gladneſs, as in the feaſt of 
the tabernacles, remembering, that not long atore 
they had held the feaſt of the tabernacles, when 
as they wandered in the mountains and dens like 
beaſts. 7 Therefore they bare branches, and 
fair boughs, and palms alſo, and ſang. pſalms un- 
to him that had given them good ſucceſs in 
cleanſing his place. 8 They ordained alſo by 
a common {tatute and decree, That every year 
thoſe days ſhould be kept of the whole nation of 
the Jews. 9 And this was the end of Antiochus, 
called Epiphanes. 10 Now will we declare the 
acts of Antiochus Eupator, who was the ſon of 
this wicked man, garhering briefly the calamities 
of the wars. 11 So when he was come to the 
crown, he ſet one Lyſias over the affairs of his 
realm, and appointed him chief governor of Celo- 
ſyria and Phenice. 12 For Ptolemeus, that was 
pre Macron, .chooſing rather to do juſtice, un- 
o the Jews for the wrongs that had been done 
unto them, endeavoured to continue peace with; 
them. 13 Whereupon being accuſed of the king's 
friends before Eupator, and called traitor at 
every word, becauſe he had left Cyprus, that 
Philometer had committed unto him, and de- 
arted to Antiochus Epiphanes, || and ſeeing that 
e was in no honourable place, he was ſo diſ- 
couraged, that he poiſoned himſelf and died. 14 
But when Georgias was governor of the || holds, 


ſix hundred horſemen. 


he hired ſoldiers, and nouriſhed war continually Before 

. . CHEIST 
with the Jews: 15 And therewithal the Idu- 85, 
means, having gotten into their hands the mo! . 
commodious holds, kept the Jews occupied, and 
receiving thoſe that were banifhed from jerula- 
lem, they went about to nouriſh war. 16 Ther 
they that were with Mlaccabeus made ſupplica— 
tion, and beſouglit God that he would be their 
helper ; and ſo they ran with violence upon the 
{trong holds of the Idumeans, 17 And atlanling 
them {trongly, they won the holds, and kept 
off all that tought upon the wall, and flew all 
that tell into their hands, and killed no fewer than 
twenty thoulund. 18 And becaule certain, wiv 
were no lets than nine thouland, were fled to- 
gether into two very ſtrong caſtles, having all 
manner of things convenient to /#//4/z the ſiege, 

19 Maccabeus left Simon and Joſeph, and Zac- 

cheus allo, and them that were with him, who 

were enough to beſiege them, and departed him- 

(elf unto thoſe places which more needed his 

help. 20 Now || they that were with Simon, || Or, 
being led with covetouſneſs, were perſuaded for 
money through certain of thoſe that were in the 

caſtle, and took teventy thouland f drachms, and #4 tract 
let ſome of them eſcape. 21 But when it was eighth part 
told Maccabeus what was done, he called the ounce, 
governors of the people together, and accuſed about 
thoſe men, that they had fold their brethren for . 
money, and ſet their enemies free to fight againſt 

them. 22 So he flew thoſe that were found 
traitors, and immediately took the two caſtles. 

23 And having good ſuccels with his weapons 

in all things he took in hand, he flew in the two 

holds more than twenty thouſand, 

24 Now Timotheus, © whom the Jews had NT 
overcome before, when he had gathered a great 
multitude of foreign forces, and horſes out of 
Aſia not a few, came as though he would take 
Jewry by force of arms. 25 But when he drew 
near, || they that were with Maccabeus turned 19% Vc: 
themſelves to pray unto God, and ſprinkled % hat 
earth upon their heads, and girded their loins 2% ##* 
with ſackcloth, 26 And fell down at the foot 
of the altar, and belought him to be merciful to 


them, and to be an enemy to their enemies, and f Ex. 23. 


an adverlary to their adverſaries, as the law de- baut. 28. 
clareth. 27 So after the prayer they took their 7: 
weapons, and went on further from the city: 

and when they drew near to their enemies, they 

kept by themſelves. 28 Now the ſun being 
newly riſen, they joined both together; the one 

part having together with their virtue their re- 

tuge alſo unto the Lord for a || pledge of their || or, 
ſucceſs and victory: the other ſide making their g 
rage leader of their battle. 29 But when the 
battle waxed ſtrong, there appeared unto the gc. a. 
enemies from heaven five comely men upon ** 
horles, with bridles of gold, and two of them led 

the Jews, 3o And took Maccabeus betwixt 
them, and covered him on every ſide with their 
weapons, and kept him fate, but ſhot arrows and 
lightnings againſt the enemies: ſo that bein 
confounded with blindneſs, and full of trouble, 
they were killed. 31 And there were lain of 
footmen twenty thouſand and five hundred, and 

x N 32 As for Timotheus 
himſelf, he fled into a very ſtrong hold, called 
Gazara, where Chereas was governor. 33 But 


they that were with Maccabeus laid ſiege againſt 


the fortreſs courageouſly four days. 34 And 
they that were within, truſting to the ſtrength of 
the place, blalphemed exceedingly, and uttered 


RErtecTioN on Chap. IX.—As this monſter had no better noti o 
the Lord Jehovah than he had of his ſenſeleſs deities, Toms AF ax Omg 


and from 


he could eaſily impoſe upon that moſt glorious Being who ſearches the heart, 


whom no ſecret is hid. 
[ 


CHay. X. Ver. 1. Maccabeus, 
the enemy in the country, 


hands of the heathen, de afterwards recovers the city and temple out of the 


RxFLECTION 


&c.] Judas, having been ſucceſsful againſt - 


ſtroys the altar devoted to idolatrous worſhip, and 
| gulls down the chapels etected to the ſame impious ſervice, 9 | 


124] Lylas defeated by Judas. 
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I, MACCABEES. 


— 


[APOCRYPH A. 


Before wicked words. 35 Nevertheleſs upon the f fifth 
164. day early twenty young men of Maccabeus' 
for, —— company, inflamed with anger becauſe of the 
be fve blaſphemies, aſſaulted the wall manly, and with 
— 2 a fierce courage killed all that they met withal. 
36 Others likewiſe aſcending after them, whiles 
they were buſied with them that were within, 
burnt the towers, and kindling fires burnt the 
blaſphemers alive; and others broke open the 
gates, and, having received in the reſt of the 
army, took the city, 37 And killed J'imotheus, 
that was hid in a certain 
brother, with Apollophanes, 38 When this was 
done, they praiſed the Lord with pſalms and 
thankſgiving, who had done ſo great things for 
Iſrael, and given them the victory. 

Ly/i biuking 1 V of ht Hy Juda 
yas thinking to tale Feruſalem is put to flight J. 
\TOT logs Re hs, Lyſics the king's f pro- 
tector and couſin, who allo managed the 
affairs, took ſore diſpleaſure for the things that 
were done. 2 * And when he had gathered about 
fourſcore thouſand with all the horſemen, he 
came againſt the Jews, thinking ta make the 
city an habitation of the || Gentiles, 3 And to 
make a gain of the temple, as of the other cha- 
Is of the heathen, and to ſet the high-prieſt- 
ood to ſale every year: 4 Not at all conſider- 
ing the power of God, but puffed up with his 
ten thouſands of footmen, and his thouſands of 
horſemen, and his fourſcore elephants, 5 So he 
came to Judea, and drew near to Bethſura, 
which was « {trong town, but diſtant from Jeru- 
ſalem about five f furlongs, and he laid ſore ſiege 
unto it. 6 Now when || they that were with Mac- 
cabeus heard that he beſieged the holds, they and 
all the people withlamentation and tears beſought 
the Lord that he would ſend a good angel to de- 
liver Iſrael. 7 Then Maccabeus himſelf firſt of 
all took weapons, exhorting the other that they 
would jeopard themſelves together with him to 
help their brethren : ſo they went forth roge- 
ther with a willing mind. 8 And as they were 
at Jeruſalem, there appeared befare them on 
horſeback one in white clothing, ſhaking his ar- 
mour of gold. 9 Then they praiſed the merci- 
ful God all together, and took heart, inſomuch 
that they were ready not only to fight with men, 
but with moſt cruel beaſts, and to pierce through 
walls of iron, 10. Thus they marched forward 
in their armour, having an helper from heaven: 
for the Lord was merciful unto them. 11 And 
giving a charge upon their enemies like lions, they 
flew eleven thouſand foazmer, and ſixteen hun- 
dred horſemen, and put all the other to flight, 
12 Many of them allo being wounded eſcaped 
naked; and Lyſias himſelf fled away ſhamefully, 
and fo eſcaped. 
underſtanding, caſting with himſelf what loſs 
he had had, and conſidering that the Hebrews 
could not be overcome, becauſe the Almighty 
God helped them, he ſent unto them, 14 And 
perſuaded them to agree to all reaſonable condi- 
tions, and promiſed * that he would perſuade the 
king that he muſt needs be a friend unto them, 
15 Then Maccabeus conſented to all that Lyſias 
deſired, beings carat of the common good; and 
whatſoever Maccabeus wrote unto Lyſias con- 
cerning the Jews, the king granted it. 16 For 
there were letters written unto the Jews from 
Lyfias to this effect: Lyſias unto the people of 
the Jews fendeih greeting: 17 John and f Ab- 
ſalon, who were ſent from you, delivered me 
the petition ſubſcribed, and made requeſt for the 
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Rurrcrios on Chap. X.—Tyranny will, in every age, call forth thoſe 


who have elevated notions of liberty, to ſtand up in defence of the rights of 
8 2 . 


* 


13 Who, as he was a man of 


pit, and Chereas his 


ye well, In the hundred forty and __ year, 


performance of the contents thereof. 18 There. Before 

fore what things ſoever were meet to be reported CAgist 

to the king, I have declared them, and he hath — 

granted as much as might be. 19 If then ye 

will keep yourſelves loyal to the ſtate, hereafter 

alſo will [ endeavour to be a means of your good, 

20 But of the particulars I have given order 

both to theſe, and the other that came from me, 

to commune with yon, 21 Fare ye well. The 

hundred and eight and fortieth year, the four and 

twentieth day of the month || Dioſcorinthius, Or, 
22 Now the king's letter contained theſe words: 

King Antiochus unto his brother Lyſias ſenderh 
reeting: 23 Since our father is tranſlated unto 

the gods, our will is, that they that are in our 

realm live quietly, that every one may attend 

upon his own affairs. 24 We underſtand alſo 

that the Jews would not conſent to our father, 

for to be brought unto the cuſtom of the Gen- 

tiles, but had rather keep their own manner of 

living : for the which cauſe they require of us, 

that we ſhould ſuffer them to live after their own 

laws. 25 Wherefore our mind is, that this na- 

tion ſhall be in reft, and we have determined to 

reſtore them their temple, that they may live 

according to the cuſtoms of their — — 

26 Thou ſhalt do well therefore to ſend unto 

them, and || grant them peace, that when they o, 

are certified of our mind, they may be of good 

comfort, and ever go cheerfully about their un 

affairs. 27 And the letter of the king unto the 

nation of the Jews was after this manner : Kin 

Antiochus ſeudeth een, unto the council, and 

the reſt of the Jews: 28 If ye fare well, we have 

our deſire; we are alſo in good health. 29 Mene- 

laus declared unto us, that your deſire was to 

return home, and to follow your own buſineſs: 


18 


50 Wherefore they that will depart ſhall have 
e 


conduct till the thirtieth day of + Xanthicus + or, 
with ſecurity. 31 And the Jews ſhall uſe their _ 
own kind of meats and laws, as before; and none Pe, 
of them any manner of ways ſhall be moleſted ak 
for things ignorantly done. 32 I have ſent alſo 
Menelaus, that he may comfort you. 33 Fare 


b Joh 
and the fifteenth day of he month || 
34 The Romans alſo ſent unto them a letter 
containing theſe words: Quintus Memmius and 
Titus Manlius, || ambaſſadors of the Romans, un 
eeting unto the people of the Jews. 35 What- 
oever Lyſias the king% couſin hath granted, 
therewith we alſo are well pleaſed. 36 But 
touching ſuch things as he judged to be referred 
to the king, after ye have adviſed thereof, ſend 
one forthwith, that we may declare as it is con- 
venient for you: for we are now going to Antioch. 
37 Therefore ſend ſome with ſpeed, that we may 
know what is your mind. 38 Farewell. This 
hundred and eight and fortieth year, the fifteenth 
day of the month Xanthicus, 
CHAPTER AL 
The king's lieutenants vex the Jews, Or. 
HEN theſe covenants were made, Ly ſias 
went unto the king, and the Jews were 
about their huſbandry. 2 But of the gover- 44 
nars of ſeveral places, Timotheus, and Apollo. :%. :» 
nius the ſon of Genneus, alſo Hyeronimus, and “ 
22328 and beſide them Nicanor the gover- 
nor of Cyprus, would not ſuffer them to be quiet, 
and live in peace. 3 The men of Joppe alſo did 
ſuch an ungodly deed : they prayed the Jews 
that dwelt among them to go with their wives 
and children into the boats which they had pre- 
pared, as though they had meant them no hurt. 


ſhoul d be copdudel 


Char. 


f Oc 
anthicus, 1 


[| Or, 
conſults 


their country 3 and, in doing this all their operations 
with prudence and moderation, 
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Juclas takes divers places. [125 


Before 4 Who accepted of it according to the common 

entzis t qecrec of the on, as being defirons to live in 

peace, and ſuſpecting nothing: but when they 

were gone forth into the deep, they drowned no 

leſs than two hundred of them. 5 When Judas 

heard of this cruelty done unto his countrymen, 

he commanded thoſe that were with him © make 

them ready. 6 And calling upon God the righte- 

ous * he came againſt thoſe murderers of 

his brethren, and burnt the haven by night, and 

ſet the boats on fire, and thoſe that fled thither 

he flew. 7 And when the town was ſhut up, he 

10, Went backward, || as if he would return to root 

%%, out all them of the city of Joppe. 8 But when 
gurfoſe lo . . 

wa, he heard that the Jamnites were minded to do 

in like manner unto the Jews that dwelt among 

them, 9 He came upon the Jamnites allo by 

night, and ſet fire on the haven and the navy, ſo 

that the light of the fire was ſeen at Jeruſalem 

two hundred and forty furlongs off, 10 Now 

when they were gone from thence nine furlongs 

in their journey toward Iumotheus, no fewer 

than five thouſand mc oz fort and five hundred 

horſemen of the Arabians ſet upon him. 71 

Whereupon there was a very fore battle; but 

Judas' ſide by the help of God got the victory ; 

lo that the Nomades of Arabia, being overcome, 

betought Judas for peace, promiſing both to give 

him cattle, and to pleaſure him otherwiſe. 12 

Then Judas, thinking indeed that they would be 

profitable in many things, granted them peace: 

(0 whereupon they ſhook hands, and ſo they de- 

©.” parted to their tents. 13 He went allo about to 

#5 make a bridge to a certain ſtrong city, which was 

4 %% fenced about with walls, and inhabited by people 

ratile, of divers countries; and the name of it was 

| Caſpis. 14 But they that were within it put ſuch 

truſt in the ſtrength of the walls and proviſion 

of victuals, that they behaved themſelves rudely 

toward them that were with Judas, railing and 

blaſplieming, and uttering ſuch words as were 

not to be ſpoken. 15 Wherefore Judas with his 

coinpany, calling upon the great Lord of the 

hb. 6. world, e who without any rams or engines of 

% war did caſt down Jericho in the time of Joſhua, 

gave a fierce aſſault againlt the walls, 16 And 

took the city by the will of God, and made un- 

ſpeakable flaughters, inſomuch that a lake two 

furlongs broad near adjoining thereunto, being 

filled fall, was ſeen running with blood, 17 Then 

departed they from thence ſeven hundred and 

tifty furlongs, and came to Characa unto the 

a: that are called 'I'ubieni. 18 But as for 

imotheus, they found him not in the places: 

for before he had diſpatched any thing, he de- 

parted from thence, having left a very (ſtrong 

garriſon in a certain hold. 19 Howbeit Doſitheus 

and Soſipater, who were of Maccabeus' captains, 

went forth, and f{lew thoſe that Timotheus had 

left in the fortreſs, above ten thouſand men. 20 

And Maccabeus ranged his army by bands, and 

| 2,75: ſet || them over the bands, and went againſt Ti- 

2, motheus, who had about him an hundred and 

twenty thouſand men of foot, and two thouſand 

and five hundred horſemen. 21 Now when Ti- 

motheus had knowledge of Judas coming, he 

lent the women and children and the other bag- 

ls. gage unto a fortreſs calledr* Carnion : for the 

Cra, town was hard to beſiege, and uneaſy to come 

unto, by reaſon of the ſtraitneſs of all the places, 

22 But when Judas his firſt band came in fight, 

the enemies, being ſmitten with fear and terror 

through the appearing of him that ſeeth all 

things, fled amain, one running this way, another 


12 


that way, fo as that they were often hurt of their Beton. 
own men, and wounded with the points of their © bt 
own {words. 23 Judas allo was very earneſt in —— 
purſuing them, killing thoſe wicked wretches, 
of whom he flew about thirty thouſand men. 
24 Moreover Timothens himſelf fell into the 
hands of Doſitheus and Soſipater, whom he he- 
lought with much craft to let him go with his 
lite, becauſe he had many of the Jews” parents, 
and the brethren of fome of them, who, if they 
put him to death, ſhould not be regarded, 25 
So when he had aflured them with many words 
that he would reſtore them without hurt, ac- 
cording to the agreement, they Jet him po for 
the ſaving of their brethren. 26 Then Macca- 
beus marched torth to Carnion, and to the tem— 
ple of | Atargatis, and there he flew five andi 
twenty thouland perions. 27 And after he had 
put to flight and deſtroyed them, Judas removed 
the hoſt toward Ephron, a ſtrong city, wherein 
Lyſias abode, and-a great multitude of divers 
nations, and the ſtrong young men kept the 
walls, and detended them mightily : wherein alſo 
was great proviſion of engines and darts. 28 But 
when — and his company had called upon 
Almighty God, who with his power breaketh 
the ſtrength of his enemies, they won the city, 
and flew twenty and five thouſand of them that 
were within. 29 From thence they departed to 
Scythopolis, which lieth fix hundred furlongs 
from Jeruſalem. 3o But when the Jews that 
dwelt there had teſtified that the Scythopolitans 
dealt lovingly with them, and entreated them 
kindly in the time of their adverſity; 31 They 
gave them thanks, deſiring them to be friendly 
{till unto them: and ſo they came to Jeruſalem, 
the teaſt of the weeks approaching. 32 And 
after the c,, called Pentecoſt, they went forth 
againſt Gorgias the governor of || Idumea, 33 , 
Who came out with three thouſand men of foot 7m.” . 
and four hundred horſemen. 34 And it hap- 5: 
pened that ii their fighting together a few of the 
Jews were ſlain. 35 At which time Doſitheus, 
one of Bacenor's company, who was on horſe— 
back, and a ftrong man, was {till upon Gorgias, 
and taking hold of his coat drew him by force ; 
and when he would have taken that curled man 
alive, a horſeman of 'T hracia coming upon him 
{more || off his ſhoulder, ſo that Gorgias fled unto % 
Mariſa, FM 4 ng 
36 Nd when they that were with || Gorgias #44 

had fought long, and were weary, Judas called A 
upon the Lord, that he would ſhew himſelf to be 7% 
their helper and leader of the battle. 37 And Ser. 
with that he began in his own language, and 128. 
ſung pſalms with a loud voice, and ruſhing un- | 
awares upon Gorgias' men, he put them to 
flight. 38 So Judas gathered his hott, and came 

into the city of Odollam, And when the ſeventh 
day came, they purified themſelves, as the cuſtom 

was, and kept rhe ſabbath in the ſame place. 

39 And upon the day following, || as the uſe had > bo 
been, Judas and his company came to take up“. 
the bodies of them that were ſlain, and to bury 
them with their kinſmen in their fathers graves. 

40 Now under the coats of every one that was 
{lain they found things conſecrated to the idols 
of the Jamnites, which is forbidden the Jews * by 9 Prat. 7. 
the law. Then every man ſaw that this was“ 
the cauſe wherefore they were ſlain. 41 All 
men therefore praiſing the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, who, had opened the things that were 

id, 42 Betook themſelves unto prayer, and 
beſought him that the fin committed might 


Cuar. XII. Ver. 11. The Nomades] Were a people both in Aſia, 


0 Ae Europe, that dwelt in no ſertled place, but removed from one 


ths. [* 


* 


ſpot to another, driving their cattle along with them for ſorage, lik the 
wild Tartars, Arabs, and Moors, 8 em for forage, like « 
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126] Antiochus Eupator izroades Jud:a. II. M A C C 


ABEES. LA c RH 
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Before wholly be put out of remembrance. Beſides, | 
that noble 1 exhorted the people to keep 
themſelves from ſin, forſomuch as they ſaw be- 

fore their eyes the things that came to paſs for 

the ſins of thoſe that were ſlain. 43 And when 

he had made a gathering throughout the com- 

pany to the ſum of two thouſand drachms of 
ſilver, he ſent it to Jeruſalem to offer a ſin-ofter- 

ing, doing therein very well and honeſtly, in that 

he was mindful of the reſurrection : 44 For if 

he had not hoped that they that were {lain ſhould 

have riſen again, it had been ſuperfluous and vain 

+ Pom © to | pray for the dead. 45 And alſo in that he 


this vere, Perceived that there was great favour laid up 


* 


of ths for thoſe that died godly, it was an holy and 

chapter, good thought, W * 909 he made a recon- 

text is cor- Ciliation for the dead, that they might be deli- 

rupt, © vered from ſin. 

good ſenſe CHAP. XII. 

3 [5 cord iuvadeth Juden. Menelaus is put to death, rc. 

thereby. I the hundred forty and ninth year it was 
163. told Judas, that Antiochus Eupator was 


coming with a great power into Judea, 2 And 
a ch. 11. 1. wit h him * Lyſias his protector, and ruler of his 
affairs, having either of them a Grecian power of 
footmen, an hundred and ten thouland, and 
horſemen five thouſand and three hundred, and 
elephants two and twenty, and three hundred 
chariots armed with hooks. 3 Menelaus alſo 
joined himſelf with them, and with great diſſi- 
mulation encouraged Antiochus, not for the ſafe- 
guard of the country, but becauſe he thought 

to have becn made governor, 4 But the Kin 
of kings moved Antiochus mind againſt this 
wicked wretch, and Lyſias informed the king 
that this man was the cauſe of all miſchief, ſo 
that the king commanded to bring him unto 
Berea, and to put him to death, as the manner 
is in that place. 5 Now there was in that place 
a tower of fifty cubits high, full of aſhes, and it 
had a round inſtrument, which on every fide 
hanged down into the aſhes. 6 And wholoever 
was condemned of ſacrilege, or had committed 
any other grievous crime, there did all men 
thrult him unto death. 7 Such a death it happen- 
ed that wicked man to die, not having ſo much as 
burial in the earth ; and that moſt juſtly : 8 For 
inaſmuch as he had committed many fins about 
the altar, whoſe fire and aſhes were holy, he re- 
ceived his death in aſhes. 9 Now the king came 
with a barbarous and _—_—— mind to do far 
worſe to the Jews, than had been done in his 
father's time. 10 Which things when Judas per- 
ceived, he commanded the multitude to call up- 
on the Lord night and day, that if ever at any 
other time, he would now alſo help them, being 
at the point to be put from their law, from their 
country, and from the holy temple: 11 And 
f Or, 42! that he would not ſuffer the people, that | had 
reed even now been but a little refreſhed, to be in 
ſubjection to the blaſphemous nations. 12 So 
when they had all done this together, and be- 
ſought the merciful Lord with weeping and 
faſting, and lying flat upon the ground three 
days long, Judas, having exhorted them, com- 
maiided they ſhould be in a readineſs. 13 And 
udas, being apart with the elders, determined, 
fore the Ling's hoſt ſhould enter into Judea, 
and get the city, to go forth and try the matter 
in fight by the help of the Lord. 14, So when he 
had committed all to the || Creator of the world, 
and exhorted his ſoldiers to fight manfully, even 
unto death, for the laws, the temple, the city, 
the country, and the commonwealth, he camp- 
ed by Modin: 15 And having given the ern 


— 


| 
| 
| 


* Cray. XIII. Ver. 21. Rhodacus,) This ſeems to have been a bold, . 


good 


terprifipg, but abandoned character, who, under pretence of having de- 
| ; 


* 


word to them that were about him, Victory is Ot b 
God; with the moſt valiant and choice ——— 1 N 
men he went in into the king's tent by nights — 
and flew in the camp about four thouſand nien : 
and the chiefeſt of the elepbants, with all that 
were upon him. 16 And at laſt they filled the 
with fear and tumult, and departed with 
ſucceſs. 17 This was done in the break of 
the day, becauſe the protection of the Lord did 
help him. 

18 Now when the king had taken a taſte or 
the manlineſs of the Jews, he went about to tale 
the holds by policy, 19 And marched towarq 
Bethſura, which was a ſtrong hold of the I cs: 
but he was put to flight, failed, and loſt of lu. 
men: 20 For Judas had conveyed unto them 
that were in it ſuch things as were neceſlary. 
21 But Rhodocus, who was in the Jews holt 
diſcloſed the ſecrets to the enemies; therefore 
he was ſought out, and when they had potten 
him, they = him in priſon. 22 The king 
treated with them in Bethſura the ſecond time 
gave his hand, took their's, departed, fought 
with Judas, was overcome; 23 Heard that Phi- 
lip, who was left over the alairs in Antioch 
was | deſperately bent, confounded, intreated the 0. 
Jews, ſubmitted himſelf, and ſware to all equal!“ 


conditions, agreed with them, and offered {acri- 
hce, honoured the temple, and dealr kindly with 
the place, 24 And accepted well of Maccabeusx, 
made him principal governor from Ptolemais 
unto the Gerrhenians; 25 Came to Ptolemais : 
the people there were grieved for the covenants; 
for they ſtormed, becauſe they would make their 
covenants void: 26 Lyſias went up to the judy- 
ment-ſear, ſaid as much as could be in defence of 
the cauſe, perſuaded, pacitied, made them well- 
affected, returned to Antioch, Thus it went 
touching the king's coming and departing, 
CMATL 4K AN. 
Demetrius conguereth Anmiochus, G. 
Af TER three years was Judas informed, — 
that Demetrius the of &cleucus, having 77x 

entered by the haven of 'Tripolis with a great » 
1 and navy, 2 Had taken the country, and 

illed Antiochus, and Lyſias his protector. 3 
Now * one Alcimus, who had been high-prielt, bie 
and had detiled himſelf wilfully in the times of“ 
their mingling with the Gemiles, ſeeing that by 
no means he could fave himſelf, nor have any 
more acceſs to the altar, 4 Came to king De- 
metrius in the hundred and one and fiftieth year, 
preſenting unto him a crown of gold, and a 

alm, and alſo of the boughs which were | uſed, , 
olemnly in the teinple: and ſo that day he held = 
I peace. 5 Howbeit, having gotten opportu-“““ 
nity to further his fooliſh enterprize, and being 
called into counſel by Demetrius, and aſked how 

the Jews {tood affected, and what they intended, 

he anſwered thereunto: 6 'T hole of che Jews 

that be called Aſſideans, whoſe captain is facas 
Maccabeus, nouriſh war, and are ſeditious, and 

will not let the realm be in peace. 7 Therefore 

I, being deprived of mine anceſtors' honour, | 
mean the high-prieſthood, am now come hither : 


8 Firlt, verily tor the unfeigned care | have of 2 

things pertaining to the king; and ſecondly, 2 

even for that 1 intend the good of mine 012 

countrymen : for all our nation is in no ſmall 

miſery through the unadviſed dealing of them 

aforeſaid. 9 Wherefore, O king, ſeeing thou 

knowelt all theſe things, be careful for the coun- 

try, and our nation, which is preſſed on every 

ſide, according to the clemency that thou readily A 

ſheweſt unto all. 10 For as long as Judas liveth, =_ 2 

pres from-the army of Antiochus, joined himſelf to the Jews, in order 8 0 
cover their deſigns, that he might afterwards betray them. Coat, bort. 
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Nicanor's impiety and blifpheny. [127 


Before it is not poſſible that the ſtate ſhould be quiet. 11 
CHRIST This was no ſooner ſpoken of him, but others of 


162. 


—— the king's friends, being maliciouſly ſet againſt 


e 1 Mac. 
7. 20. 


| 


Acre el xe. 


%; them, 


Os, 


* 4 e- 


ther wito 


4. 


D accomplith this thing by policy. 30 Notwith- 
| {tanding, when Maccabeus ſaw that Nicanor be- 


41M, 


33» &c, 


— 
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Judas, did more incenſe Demetrius, 12 And 
torth with cauing Nicanor, who had been maſter 
of the elephants, and making him governor over 
Judea, * he ſent him forth, 13 Commanding, 
him to flay Judas, and to ſcatter them that were 
with him, and to make Alcimus high-prieſt of the 
great tempic. 14 Then the LE that had 
fled out or GER from Judas, came to Nicanor 
by flocks, thinking the harm and calamities of 
the Jews to be their welfare. 15 Now when 
the . heard of Nicanor's coming, and that 
the heathen | were up againſt them, they caſt 
earth upon their heads, and made ſupplication to 
him that had eilavliihed his people tor ever, and 
who always Eegeth his portion with manitetta- 
tion of his prelence. 16 So at the command- 
ment of the captain they removed ſtraightways 
from thence, and came near unto them at the 
town of Dellau. 17 Now Simon, 3 brother, 
had joined battle with Nicanor, but was ſome— 
what diſcomfited through the ſudden ſilence of 
his enemies. 18 Nevertheleſs Nicanor, hearing 
of the manlineſs of them that were with Judas, 
and the courageouſnels that they had to fight for 
their country, durſt not try the matter by the 
ſword. 19 Wherefore he ſent Poſidonins, and 
Theodotus, and Mattathias, to make peace. 
20 So when they had taken long adviſement 
thereupon, and the captain had made the multi- 
tude acquainted therewith, and it appeared that 
they were all of one mind, they conſented to the 
covenants, 21 And appointed a day to meet in 
together by themſelves: and when the day came, 
and {tools were let for either of them, 22 Judas 

laced armed men ready in convenient places, 
elt ſome treachery ſhould be ſuddenly practiſed 
by the enemies: ſo they made a peaceable con- 
ference. 

23 Now Nicanor abode in Jeruſalem, and did no 
hurt, but ſeat away the people that came flock- 
ing unto him. 24 And he would not willingly 


have Judas out of his ſight: for he loved the 
25 He prayed him alſo to 


man from his heart. 
take a wife, and to beget children: ſo he mar- 
ried, was quiet, and || took part of this life. 26 
But Alcimus, perceiving the love that was be- 


twixt them, and conhdering the covenants that 


were made, came to Demetrius, and told him 
that Nicanor was not well-aftected toward the 
{taic; for that he had ordained Judas, a traitor 
to his realm, to be the king's ſucceſſor. 27 Then 


he ſhould fiend Maccabeus priloger in all haſte 
unto Antioch. 28 When this came to Nicanor's 
hearing, he was much confounded in himſelf, 
and took it grievouſly that he ſhould make void 
the articles which were agreed upon, the man 
being in no fault. 


dealing againſt the king, he watched his time to 


gan to be churlith unto him, and that he entreated 
him more roughly than he was wont, perceiving 


that ſuch ſour behaviour came not of good, he 


gathered together not a few of his men, and 
withdrew himſelf from Nicanor. 31 But the 
other, knowing that he was notably prevented 
by Judas policy, * came into the great and holy 
temple, and commanded the prieſts, that were 


| Ch 
bo 


HAp. XIV. Ver. 46. Nen as bis blood, &c.] There is ſomething ſo 
T1 in this act, that we cannot read it without deteſtation. Seif-murder: 


ä 


offering their uſual ſacriſic es, to deliver him the Bebe 
mar. 32 And when they {ware that they could ui 
not tell where the man was whom he fought, 
33 He ſtretched out his right-hand toward the 
temple, and made au oath in this manner: If ye 
will not deliver ar of, ar as f a priſoner, I will f Gr. 
lay this temple of God even with the ground. 
and 1 will break down the altar, and erect a no- 
table temple unto Bacchus. 34 After theſe words 
he departed, Ihen the prieſts lifted up their 
bands toward heaven, and beſought him that 

was ever a defender of their nation, ſaying in this 
manner; 35 I hou, O Lord of all things, who 

haſt need ot nothing, waſt pleaſed that the tem- 

ple of thine habitation ſhould be among us: 36 
Theretore now, O holy Lord of all holineſs, keep 

this houle ever undetiled, which lately was cleanſ- 
ed, and {top every unrighteous mouth. 
37 Now was there accuſed unto Nicanor one 

Razis, one of the elders of Jeruſalem, a lover of 

his n and a man of very good report, 
who tor his kindnels was called a father of the 

Jews. 36 For in the furmer times, when they 
mingled not theinſe]ves with the Gentiles, he had 
been accuſed of Judaiſm, and did boldly jeopard 
his body and life with all vehemency for the reli- 
gion of the Jews. 39 So Nicanor, willing to 
declare the hate that he barc unto the Jews, ſent 

above five hundred men of war to take him: 

40 For he thought by taking him to do the Jews 

much hurt. 1 when the multitude would 

have taken the tower, and violently broken into 

the outer door, and bade that fire ſhould he 
brought to burn it, he being ready to be taken 

on every ſide tell f upon his {word ; 42 Chooſing t as this 
rather to die maufully, than to come into the nie 
hands of the wicked, to be abuſed otherwiſe than ought no 
beſcemed his noble birth : 43 But miſſing his los t 
ſtroke through haſte, the multitude alſo ruſhing the godly, 
within the doors, he ran boldly up to the wal 412 
and calt himſelf down manfully among the thickeſt io the word 
of them. 44 But they quickly giving back, and Go 
a ſpace being made, he fell down into the midſt tor 

of the void place. 45 Nevertheleſs, while there 2 
was yet breath within him, being inflamed with it: et 
anger, he roſe up; and though his blood guſhed touching 
out like ſpouts of water, and his wounds were bn 
grievous, yet he ran through the midſt of the tho Judas 
throng ; and ſtanding upon a ſteep rock, 46 b 
When as his blood was now quite gone, he pluck- 


yet were it 


ed out his bowels, and taking them in both his beruf- 
1 cient to 
hands, he caſt them upon the throng, and calling provea 


1 thoſe again, he thus died. 
the king being in a rage, and provoked with the 
accuſations of the molt wicked man, wrote to 
Nicanor, ſignifying that he was much diſpleaſed 
with the covenants, and commanding him that 


29 But becauſe there was no 


1 T3 | * 1, doari 
upon the Lord of life and ſpirit to reſtore him g 
is only a 
patticulat 
example. 


CHAPTER. XV. 
Nicanor”s impious reſolution and blaſphemy, Mc. 
U'T Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his 
company were in the ſtrong places about 


Samaria, reſolved without any danger to ſet upon 


them on the ſabbath-day, 2 Nevertheleſs the 
Jews that were compelled to go with him ſaid, 
O deſtroy not fo cruelly and barbarouſly, but give 
honour to that day, which he, that ſecth all things, 
hath honoured with holineſs above other days, 


'Then the molt ungracious wretch demanded, if 


there were a ighty One in heaven, that had 
commanded the ſ 


| wbath - day to be kept. 4 And 
when they ſaid, There is in heaven a living Lord, 
and mighty, who commanded the ſeventh day to 
be kept: 5 Then faid the other, And I alſo am 
mighty upon earth, and I command to take arms, 
and to do the king's buſineſs, Yet he obtained 
not to have his wicked will done. 6 So Nicanor 
in exceeding pride. and haughtineſs determined 
to {et up a publick monument of his victory over 


„ 


many inſtances of it. | 
| CHA?. 
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was prohibited by the Jewiſh law ; nor, in their hiſtory, do we meet with ; 
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126] Nicanor defeated and 0 ain, 


II. MACCABEES. 


CAPOCRYPH 4, 


due Judas and them that were with him. 7 But Mac- 
or cabeus had ever ſure confidence that the Lord 
— would help him: 8 Wherefore he exhorted 
his people not to fear the coming, of the heathen 
againſt them, but to remember the help which 
in former times they had received from heaven, 
and now to expect the victory and aid which 
thould come unto them from the Almighty. 9 
And to comforting them out of the law and the 
rophets, and withal putting them in mind of the 
battles that they won afore, he made them more 
cheerful. 10 And when he had ſtirred up their 
minds, he gave them their charge, ſhewing them 
therewithal the falſehood of the heathen, and the 
breach of oaths. 11 Thus he armed every one 
of them, not ſo much with defence of ſhields and 
{pears, as with comfortable and good words: and 
beſide that, he told them a dream worthy to be 
believed, as if it had been ſo indeed, which did 
not a little rejoice them. 12 And this was his 
vition : That Onias, who had been high-prieſt, a 
virtuous and a good man, reverend in converſa- 
tion, gentle in condition, well ſpoken alſo, and 
exerciſed from a child in all points of virtue, 
holding up his hands prayed for the whole body 
of the Jews. 13 This done, in like manner there 
appeared a man with gray hairs, and exceeding 
glorious, who was of a wonderful and excellent 
majeſty. 14 Then Onias anſwered, faying, This 
is a lover of the bret hren, who prayeth much for 
the people, and for the holy city, 20 wit, mon 
the prophet of God. 15 Whereupon Jeremias 
holding forth his right-hand gave to ſud a ſword 
of gold, and in giving it ſpake thus, 16 Take 
this holy ſword, a gift from God, with the which 
thou ſhalt wound the adverſaries. 17 Thus bein 
well comforted by the words of judas, when 
were very good, and able to ſtir them up to ya- 
lour, and to encourage the hearts of the young 
men, they determined not to pitch camp, but 
courageouſly to ſet upon them, and manfully to 
try the matter by conflict, becauſe the city and 
the ſanctuary and the temple were in danger. 18 
For the care that they took for their wives, ,and 
their children, their brethren, and kinsfolks, was 
in leaſt account with them : but the greateſt and 
principal fear was for the holy temple. 19 Alſo 
they that were in the city took not the leaſt care, 
being troubled for the conflict abroad. 20 And 
now, when as all looked what ſhould be the trial, 
and the enemies were already come near, and the 
army was let in array, and the f beaſts conveni- 
ently placed, and the horſemen ſet in wings, 21 
Maccabeus ſeeing the coming of the multitude, 
and the divers preparations of armour, and the 
fierceneſs of the beaſts, ſtretched out his hands 
toward heaven, and called upon the Lord that 
worketh wonders, knowing that victory cometh 
not by arms, but even as it ſeemeth good to him, 
he giveth it to ſuch as are worthy : 22 There- 


+ Or, 


e,4P ants, 


_— 


nne... 


fore in his prayer he faid after this manner; O beg 

4 . . ore 
Lord, * thou didſt fend thine angel in the time of ch, 
Ezekias king of Judea, and didit (lay in the hoſt 1%: 
of Sennacherib an hundred fqurfcore and five * Mac, 
thouſand: 23 Wherefore now alfo, O Lord of . b, 
heaven, ſend a good angel before us for a fear 
and dread unto them; 24 And through the 16. 57.6, 
might of thine arm let thoſe be ſtricken with een 
terror, that come againſt thy holy people to blaſ . I 
pheme. And he ended thus, 

25 Then Nicanor and they that were with him 
came forward with trumpets and ſongs. 26 But 
Judas and his company encountered the enemies 
with invocation and prayer. 27 So that fighting 
with their hands, and praying unto God wit]: 
their hearts, they ſlew no leſs than thirty and 
five thouſand men: for through the appearance 
of God they were greatly cheered, 28 Now 
when the battle was done, returning again with 
Joy, they knew that * Nicanor lay dead in his har- e vac. 
neſs. 29 Then they made a great ſhout and a 
noile, praiſing the Almighty in their own lan- 
guage. 30 And Judas, who was ever the chief 
defender of the citizens both in budy and mind, 
and who continued his love toward his country 


men all his life, commanded to © ſtrike off Nica- « : Me 
nor's head, and his hand with his ſhoulder, and 
bring them to Jeruſalem. 31 So when he was 
there, and had called them of his nation together, 

and ſet the prieſts before the altar, he ſent for 
them that were of the tower, 32 And ſhewed 
them vile Nicanor's head, and the hand of that 
blaſphemer, which with proud brags he had dd. u 
{tretched out againſt the holy temple of the Al- 3. 
mighty. 33 And when he had cut out the 
tongue of that ungodly Nicanor, he commanded 

that they ſhould give it by pieces unto the fowls, 

and hang up the reward of his madneſs before 

the temple. 234 So every man praiſed toward 
the heaven the glorious Lord, ſaying, Bleſſed be 

he that hath kept his own place undefiled. 35 

He hanged alſo Nicanor's head upon the tower, 

an evident and manifeſt ſign unto all of the help 

of the Lord. 36 And * they ordained all with a 1. 
common decree in no caſe to let that day paſs ® 
without ſolemnity, but to celebrate the thirteenth 

day of the twelfth month, which in the Syrian 
tongue is called Adar, the day before Mardo- ge, 
cheus' day. 37 Thus went it with Nicanor: and“ 
from that time forth the Hebrews had the city in 
their power. And here will I make an end. 38 
And if I have done well, and as is fitting the ſtory, 

it is that which I deſired: but if ſlenderly and 
meanly, it is that which I could attain unto. 39 

For as it is hurtful to drink wine or water alone : 

and as wine mingled with water is pleaſant, and 
delighteth the taſte: even ſo ſpeech tinely framed 
delighteth the ears of them that read the ſtory. 

And here ſhall be an end. 


— 


Cuar. XV. Ver. 14. Who prayeth much for the people, &c.] From hence 


for 2 time, yer he 


ReFLEecTion.,-Let tyrants be ever ſo victorious for 2 time h 
- will, in the end- 


we may infer, that the Jus were of opinion that the ſouls of the prophets j they trample on the national rights of mankind, they e legen 
were endued with ſome knowledge of future events, and that they perſevered | brought to condign puniſhment, and that perhaps by means which the; ne 
in their prophetic office even after they were ſeparated from the body. thought of for God's juſtice will not always ſleep. 
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